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Dicker ‘Hazel Flagg’ Roadshow Edition 7, 
For Las Vegas, a Ist’ for Cafe Field 


A second attempt to make Las¢ 


Vesas niteries a stop for full-scale 
« musical comedies is on the 


tot ring 
way. The William Morris Agency 
is now pitching “Hazel Flagg” for 


» fall showing at one of the route 


91 spots when this show starts its 
travels Possibilities are that one 
of » cafes will buy this legiter, 
which closed Saturday (4) at the 
Mark Hellinger Theatre, N. Y., for 


more than 400 theatres at military | programs, today represents an in- | 
installations in the U. S., Hawaii! yestment of over $20,000,000 that 
and Alaska to 20th-Fox’s Cinema: | is increasingly crowding into live 

Scope, according to Fred Bund, Jr.,| Ty programming 
chief of the service | A’ Variety comparison study 
Bund has applied to 20th for info | chows that approximately 22° of 
/on when the post installations | the weekly programming on all 
might be equipped and Cinema-| four networks is now on film and 
Scope pix would become available 178° is live This represents a 
| to them. | 200 growth in the amount of 
- | telepix on the webs within the last 


a four-week stand. 

Should this deal be completed, 
it will mark the first time that a 
touring Broadway musicial has 
played a nightclub. Naturally 
there will be some changes to 
conform to cafe needs. “Flagg” 
will probably have to be cut to 
some degree and a way has to be 
worked cut so that the show can 
gel alorg with as little scenery as | 
poss pD.? 

If projected plans work out, 
there's no doubt that other tune- 
shows will prepare shorter ver- | 


sions to fit niteries. They can play 
three to four weeks in Las Vegas 
and perhaps one or two in Reno. 
On these dates they can cop top 
coin and thus will come out ahead 
withou: cumbersome percentage 
deals, house checkers, and with a 
minimum overhead. Besides, there 
aren't too many states that can 


e 


| 
| 
| 
| 


offer five or six weeks of playing | 


time in only two stops. 
Dex! had been attempted for a 


Las Vevas slotting of “Top Ban- 
ana” but negotiations bogged 
dow n However, the Morris office | 


feels thst a pact will be completed 


for “Flagg.’ 

Las Vegas, which is buying vir- 
tually every kind of show, may 
Provide a chance for musicals | 
Which haven't been too successful 
to recoup losses. There’s little 
Chance of the casino-encased cafes 
Bet ng a package in the “South | 
— genre, but the lesser | 
‘ May yet wind up in the 
Nevada niteries should the “F iagg” 
exper:ment prove successful. 





Drunkard’ Almost of Age, 
Goes Into Its 21st Year 
Teetotaling 7,450 Shows 


Hollywood, July 7. 


an ‘he Theatre Mart last night | 
ag — wood's indefatigable 
“Te “The Drunkard,” cele- 
a ‘ “ 20th birthday with a rec- 


if m 
ore than 7,450 consecutive 
pr rf rm: inces, 


strong and is still going | 
] 

Ph, : Z T. Barnum temperance 
on Jul. arted its California career 
Moved 6, 1933, in Carmel and 
late, ‘ae the Theatre Mart 
Dealed "a Prohibition was re- 
eieind pera chairs were re- 
Suhe; 2nd chairs and tables were 
_ ‘tuted for the serving of beer. 
oi t. toni performance rec- 
With F “4 ahead of that of “Life 
Derfo ather,” which staged 3,283 


naneces in N. Y. 


Corn Or No, oth 


JETWORK 
Wa OM FILM 


in all its 


and 


Film for * 





multifari 


Army Installations } ous fofms, ‘ean commercials to 
‘ nawis bye) |newsreeis to feature motion pi 

( onverting to C Scope (tures, has skyrocketed into a 

Washington, July 7. | whopping $100,000,000 a year in- | 

U.S. Army and Air Force Motion | qdustfy. Just one phase of this | 
Picture Service is converting its! mammoth biz, syndicated vidfilm 


12 months 

The webs are devoting a total of 
34 hours and five minutes weekly 
| to vidfilms currently—as compared 
| with the 11 hours, 15 minutes for 
| the week when VARIETY made its 
| study last July. 

Even more astonishing the 
almost 600°) growth in vidfilms 


Kettle’ Bubbles — 
Over $2,000,000) ins wet erenerienans 


| the-Beanstalk growth. In VaRIETY’s 


1S 


} 
survey last | J e bankroll- 
In one of the strange phenomena | 5U'VE9 last summer, th ankre 
- *f Set entity eat » | ers that one week were bicycling 
|of film biz, Universal’s “Kettle” | (Con cilia i senee a 
series continues to steam up box- | ontinued ¢ Bi a ) 
office importance. Current entry i | 
the group, “Ma & Pa Kettle on | 
Vacation.” in release’ the past | 0 or 5 y 
couple of months. on the basis of | 


| 


returns to date figures to moe § 
| $2,000,000 in domestic distribution 
| money; that is, rentals in the U. 
alone. (Canada is negligible in the 


Xmas Seen Likely 


“Kettle” grosses as the biggest one The Federal Communications 
only garnered $150,000 in D0- | Commission okay of the RCA color 
minion rentals.) This wad of coin system for TV is expected in less 
obviously is substantialiv in excess |than the sixmonth timetable; in 

(Continued on page 56) fact, it may be approved in less 
ithan helf that period. If so, it 

{means that tinted television sets 

Three- D, Caeme Type | will be on the Xmas °53 market 
|and not a year later as has been 

Screen as One Unit Seen — | prognosticated in trade circles. 

| CBS will not oppose the RCA 

In 5 Years by Raibourn system of compatibility, and if So 
| ithe nature of American enterprise 
St. Louis, July 7. | is that Philco, Admiral, Sylvania, | 
Advertising Club, meeting here| Zenith, Magnavox, Stromberg- 


on the 50th anni of the St. Louis 
| World's Fair today ‘7) heard Par- | 
amount v.p. Paul Raibourn under- 
take to call the turns on the film 
biz of the future. Gist of his crys- 
tal-balling was that third-dimen- 
sion. sans viewing glasses, and a 
Cinerama-tvpe screen will be in op- 
eration as a single unit within five 
years. 

Raibourn said his years of close | 


Motorola, West- 
Electric and all 
electronic 


Carlson, I.merson, 
inghouse, General 
ithe others in the 


and permit RCA to 
/on the field. 


MINIMUM OF 32 3-D PIX — 
DUE FOR REST OF YEAR | 


get the jump 


bservation of the development of | PHIL 
ielevidien and other electronic | Hollywood, July 7. |. 
achievements, plus the giant steps | Exhibs can expect a minimum of || 
lalready taken in 3-D and wide- 32 3-D pix from Hollywood during | SPITALNY 
screen, make it clear to him that} the rest of the year and early next | 
the wedding of the two filmization year, Universal survey discloses. tetas 
processes is near at hand. {U_ studio-by-studio roundup gd 
Par exec sees a system of the that, as of June 15, there were 14}; EVELYN 
Cinerama type more likely to fit | 3-Ders completed, 10 shooting and | 
into the future show business pat- eight in preparation. | seni Nas 
tern. He prefers this, he states, Listed as having been completed | | é ‘and 
because it provides widescreen were: Metro, one; U, two; Para-|| oh agic 
values without loss of screen mount three (with a Hal Wallis) ~— i ‘4 Violin 
height: that is, there’s no loss of | pic); Columbia, two; Warner Bros.. fad , j 
the vertical dimension as in some two; RKO, two; 20th-Fox, one; ani A SPS - 


jother widescreen operations, i Allied Artists, one, 


¢-—- 


field | 
are certainly not going to sit back 





' 
{ 


| 


Vaude’s Hot Chance as 3-D Fiddles: 
Low- Cost Stagers Vs. Deepie Dollars 


—— -* Talent agencies hepe that the 
current indecision as to which sys 
Blame T V for No Wooing, tem of three-dimension film will 
No Wedding, No Spawning '!'imately be adopted may pro- 
bey , vide an entering wedge for vaude 
Blackpool, England, June 30 in many situations. High initial 
No courting, no marriage, MO) cost of installing deepies, plus the 
children; that is the prospect! present product scarcity in that 
ahead if the TV-viewing habit field, are expected to furnish the 
spreads, according to a Scots-| final talking point of feasibility of 
woman, Mrs. M. Galbraith, of Tilli- | installing comparatively low-cost 
jcoultry, She said this at the an-| yauders as one means of maintain- 
nual contab here of the National 


ing pace with the competition 


Union of Townswomen’'s Guild Uncertain picture in the fall is 
“I know of a young couple who causing the talent agencies to look 
j Stay at home on a Sunday eve- more thoroughly into this matter, 
ning, when they could be out doing | Feeling among the percentery top 
a bit of courting,” she said. “And pers is that they've let the vaude 
if there is no courting, there will) pusines go by default Conse 
be no marriage, no children, and quently, any angle that may help 
in the end, there will be no open up some time is worth fol- 
nation.” lowing up 
The 3-D product has been doing 
bs busine generally with many be 
oetz xls lieving that the increase in grosses 
is due primarily to the novelty of 
the medium Agencies hone to 
convince other theatre operators 
S -a- €@ that there’s still considerable nov 
9 elty in the presentation of vaude 
bills 
P ° sd It's pointed out that fairly good 
0 uction le (Continued on page 56) 
| e 
| Universal production chief Wil Brando Picks Barn Trek 


| liam Goetz will exit the company in 
| September following protracted 


(At Nominal $125 Wage) 


| discussions with prexy Milton R : 

| Rackmil over salary differences, | ¢ J v4 d 
which evidently could not be re To ive obs to Frien 5 
solved. Bowout of the studio boss Marlon Brando, currently one of 


|as disclosed in New York yester- the hottest names in show business 


day (Tues.), will be two months in is getting only $125 a week salary 
advance of termination date of his for his current strawhat tour in 
contract “Arms and the Man.” He also gets 
It's regarded as a certainty that’ a percentage of the profits, but 
Goetz will swing into production); even with this is unlikely to get 
shortly through other channels, more than about $1,100 a week 
probably as an independent. film- from the stint (Film stars in de- 
maker mand have gotten as high as $5,000 
U lot will go under the control a week, plus percentage, in recent 
of Rackmil and Edward Muhl, v.p.| seasons for such tours.) 
and manager of studio operations Star himself thought of the tour, 


An even closer liaison with sales reportedly with the idea of provid- 
will be maintained via Al Daff, ing jobs for some of his friends 


(Continued on page 63) (Continued on page 14) 





..-a TV Package . 
The Hour of Charm 


All Girl Orchestra and Choir 


Under the Direction of 


A | 








| 


























y 





2. MISCELLANY 





Wednesday, July 8, 1953 





Johnson Resignation as Int'l Info 
Boss Poses Variety of Problems 


+ 


Washington, July 7. 
The sudden resignation of Rob- 
ert L Johnson, Administrator of 
the State Departmens’s Interna- 
tional Information Administration 
yesterdty (6), has raised several 
questions here 
1. Who will : succeed him as head 
of the propaganda unit which is 
<latec to break loose from the 
tate Department and become an 
independent agency on Aug. 1? 
2 What will become of John- 


son’s plan for operating the agen- 
cy and of his newly-handpicked 
aides such as J. Cheever Cowdin | 
to head the International Motion 


Picture Service; and Leonard F 
Erikson. New York = advertising 
exec. who was named last week to 
direct the “Voice of America” 
overseas broadcasting programs? 

3. Did the looming stiff budget 


cuts have anything to do with} 


Johnson’s decision to get out of 
the job he accepted only four 
months ago? 

At the request of President 
Eisenhower, Johnson agreed to re- 
main at the throttle for another 
30 days to get the agency over the 
transition into its new independ- 
ent status. Then he plans to take 








Sinatras Teamed 


Hollywood, July 7. 

For the first time in their re- 
spective careers Frank Sinatra and 
Ava Gardner will appear on film 
in Metro’s “St. Louis Woman.” 
They will play an argumentative 
married couple. 

Gene Kelly will be the other 
star in the picture, which Arthur 
Freed wiil produce from a stage 
musical by Johnny Mercer and 
Harold Arlen. 


‘Won't Talk’ D’Usseau 
Would Talk in Video 




















HOR ACE HEIDT 


| 
FOR LUCKY STRIKE 
Under Personal Management 
111 Fifth Ave., New York 
| JOHN EER 


Debate With McCarthy ——— 





Washington, July 7. 
A Senate Permanent Investigat- n fa osom 
ing Committee hearing on books 


in State Dept. libraries overseas | 


developed into a heated verbal 
battle when playwright Arnaud a S to renc 
d'Usseau clashed with committee 


j}chairman Joseph R. McCarthy (R, 


a vacation of a couple of months | 


before 
post as president of Temple Uni- 
versity in Philadelphia. 
Eisenhower announced that he 
would start looking for a successor 
immediately. The exchange of let- 
ters—-resignation and acceptance— 
was very friendly, which is normal 
protocol and does not indicate 
whether there was any rift. 
Original budget request for IITA 
last January was $114,500,000 for 
the fiscal year commencing July 1, 


returning to his former | 


1953. Amount was cut to $87,600,- | 


000 by the Eisenhower administra- 
tion. Last week, a House Appro- 
priation Subcommitte recommend- 
ed that it be further reduced to 
$60,000,000. This would eat sharp- 
ly into the film program and would 
completely eliminate the plan of 
Cowdin to produce feature length 
propaganda pix, in addition to 
shorts Cowdin, by the way, has 
been in and out of Washington 
several times since his appoint- 
ment. but has yet to be sworn in. 
Erickson has already been sworn 
in but isn't scheduled to. start 
working until July 27. 


Edith Piat’s Sent hows 
To Versailles, N.Y., Up In 
The Air on Her Ailment 


Paris, July 7. 

Question of whether Edith Bist! 
will keep her Sept. 17 date at the | 
Versailles, N.Y., will 
next week. Miss Piaf is currently 
taking a rest cure and baths at | 
Lyons asa result of a bad siege of 
arthritis in her shoulder, 

Louis Barrere, her personal 
manager, must notify the Lew & 
Leslie Grade Agency in New York 
by next Wednesday (15) whether 
she'll play the Versailles. In turn, 
N.Y. office must notify the Ver- 
sailles by the following day. 


ia barrel.’ 


| 


be known | 


It was initially thought that the | 
French singer would be sufficiently | 


recovered from her 
play the Versailles. She prepared 
for the N.Y. date by cancelling all 
her concerts over the summer. 
However. Miss Piaf feels that she 
wants to wait until the last minute 
before making up her mind. 


ailment to 


; with tele, 
for McHugh oldies. 


Wis.) and chief counsel J. B. Mat- 
thews 

D’Usseau, who had proved an 
uncooperative witness before sacl 


House un-American Activities | 


Pic Censorship 


Paris, July 7. 
Committee in New York a couple | Rumblings against new forms of 
of months ago, refused to answer | Pic censorship are beginning to 
questions about himself, claiming | make themselves heard here. They 
protection under the provisions of stemmed from recent banning of 
the Fifth Amendment. He even re-|"Un Caprice De Caroline Cherie 
fused to state whether he was the |!" the little southwestern city of 
co-author of “Deep Are the Roots,” | Niort. ' Undraped bosom of Mari- 
which he wrote with James Gow. |tine Carol was the cause of the 
But on political questions he was a | ™ayor putting this pic off limits, 
little more talkative, declaring in poet a complaint from the local 
answer to a question that “most |Cardinal. Some publicity matter 
cbriainly,” under his own definition | | Con dropped by mistake into the 
of Communism, “the Communist |; Cardinal's back yard, and the nud- 
form of government is superior to | tly and suggestion plus the indig- 
curs.” He offered ta dehate the |° 2 of the situation, were enough 
question with Sen. McCarthy, Salt va acy Ph procncncligg gene na 
claiming that “this (the Commit- anal the “_ sak wena, aod 


tee hearing) is your ballpark and this led to two factions being set 
your groundrules.” 


up in the town, which developed 
When Sen. McCarthy asked him, | into a fight over the liberty of ex- 
“T often wonder why you Commu- pression and the screen. 
nists come here and don't have the Other pix which have been re- 
guis to say you're Communists,” | fused the governmental exploita- 
D'Usseau, referring to the Sena-|tion visa are “La Neige Etait Sale” 
tors failure to appear on the TV /|(“The Snow Was 
show, “Youth Wants to Know.” “Sans Amour” (‘Without Love”). 
said, “How can you talk about guts |“Neige” was a long-run play here 
when vou run out on those kids in | some seasons ago, and the press is 
New York? You're shooting fish in ;amazed at its ban. 


‘novel by Simonon, this depicts the 
\nother of D'’Usseau’s observa- | moral breakdown of a youth, under 
tions was his belief that Syngman | the occupation, living in a sordid 
Rhee was the “aggressor” in the | atmosphere which leads to a com- 
Korean War. But the playwright | plete undermining of his values. 
refused to testify whether he had| Reason for pix nix is not official 
given money from royalties from|as yet, but it is felt it is because 
“Roots” to the Communists and re- {| of the treatment of occupation Ger- 
fused to give any other details of ;,mans and French. 
/his personal activities. Understood | “Amour” treats a recent case of 
“Roois”’ is in some overseas | adolescent gang killing here, and 
library, has been refused a seal on the 
grounds that it may lead to juve- 
‘Mill ° nile delinquency. This has led 
IHS, Big Three Map some of the press here to protest 
against U. S. gangster pix, which 


Jimmy McHugh Tribute they say are rarely ever consored. 


Mills Musie is mapping out a pro- 











motional tribute to Jimmy McHugh | ? od 
| to celebrate his 30th anni as a com. | e IS r oe 


poser. Campaign, 


planned by 


which is being 
Sidney Mills, firm’s 
general professional manager, tis 
skedded to kick off Friday (10) 
radio and deejay plugs 


Pix Big Jap BO. 


Tokyo, June 30. 
Current popularity of Japan- 


The Big Three (Robbins, Feist 


& Miller) ig collabbing with Mills | made films about the Pacific War | 


: z —most of them with some ele- 
in the Mrrnge tribute. ments of anti-Americanism—has 
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— S——— 
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7/8 of a group of Japanese directors, 


lin January, 1950. 

The Osaka edition of Rengo 
| Tsushin, Japanese language film 
| trade paper, predicts a bright fu- 
;ture for the purgees, citing the 
present activities of a number of 


fo One Year 
Two Years 


major companies will 
| using them regularly. 
phos Seren heavy b.o. of ‘ 
—— er lies,” about the last days of the de- | 
fenders of Okinawa, and the ex- 
pected b.o. of the yet unreleased 
“Beyond the Drifting Clouds,” a 
| Saga of the Kamikaze corps. 
| Rengo Tsushin names the follow- 
| ing as purgees and says all are cur- 
‘rently active, citing the films they 
| are working on: Tadashi Imai, di- 
|rector of “Tower of Lillies”; Satsuo 
; Yamamoto: Fumio Kamei; Kiyoshi 
New York 36, N. Y. |Kusuda; Miyoji lIeshiro; Heino- 
= 24: suke Gosho, and Hideo Sekigawa. | 


Two Years—$18.00 




















Dirty”) and} 


Based on aj} 


resulted in a rise in the fortunes | 


| purged from the industry as Reds | 


them, and prophesying that the | 
soon be! 


Paper bases its prediction on the | 
‘Tower of Red Lil- | 


Jap Burley: Ballet Dolls, Nude Molls, 
Acro Twisters Plus Boogie Hipsters 


By DICK LARSH 





Tokyo, June ‘ 


° > “Lp ’ 
Hilton S H wood Preem | Tokye’s burlesque runway ; ae 
Of New Madrid Hotel, days is a long one, stretching ; n 


; ostentatious copying of | 

Hedda Hopper, Earl Wilson, | Folies Bergere at one end 
Robert Ruark, Jerome Zerbe, Bill | eee are at oe athe r. | 
Dowdell, Helen Gould, Sylvia (Mrs. | CEMVUNCS OF mixed bathing 
Leonard) Lyons, Mildred (Mrs. | ee ae ee 
Bob) Considine, and other now- ona cavorting on the " 
abroad newspaper people will con-/j, 7 ob S 
verge on Madrid this weekend for pomp gt pee Pe the sh 
the opening of the new Castellana | phe ie Pe athe a. . pt 
Hilton, the first American-style and tend trem G0 to 94%, ; 
American - operated hostelry in oavater tome ' ran aeaaiie “Ps 
Spain. Conrad N. Hilton is junket- ra nudies diverting. “0 A 
ing two TWA-loads of Hollywood, aan teed 
Broadway, press and broadcasting | , At top of the scale, offering 
personalities over this Sunday (12) |1n Senuine entertainment, are two 
for the occasion, as he did three | 2OuSeS, the Nichigeki Music Hail 
years ago for the premiere of the | @nd the Shinjuku Central. There 


new Caribe-Hilton, Puerto Rico. | #re several other halls patterned 
wood-style” junket from L.A., Chi jie — + on tle re he 
and N.Y. include Helen Hayes, le athe siesed tx a, a 
Mary Martin and Richard Halliday, | red quae , y at ng 
Tex & Jinx McCrarye Tony & 

Dorothy Wetzel (Chi Mr. & Mrs. At the bottom of the scale are 
radio-TV team), Bob Considine, | Mall (200-seater) bump-and-grind 
Richard Joseph, Cobina Wright, | Joints, located close to the red- 


light district of Asakusa, and offer- 
ing mostly an aperitif for the more 
complete menu presented in the 
nearby “maisons de joie.” 


Leonard Lyons, Hal Boyle, Robert 
Manning, Richard Chaplin, Kath- 
ryn Grayson, Antonio Moreno, Leo 
Carrillo, Faith Domergue, Arleen 
Whelan, Dawn Addams, Conrad Indicative of something about 
and Nicky Hilton, Gordon Gilmore, | the taste of westerners is the fact 
Fred Joyce, Frank Andrews, Kath-| that the houses at the top of the 
ryn Cravens, Dorothy Thompson, | scale get most biz from UN soldiers 
Joshua Logan and Nedda Harring- | (about one-third of the audience’), 
ton, Dr. Rex Ross, Pepe Romero, | while those offering unadulterated 
Gordon Hamilton, Frank McCall, | sex draw less than 10° foreign 
Helen Sioussat, Lucie Jeffers | trade. 

Lyons, William Gray, Yale Joel, Shows at all the houses run 
Ed MeCarthy, Mona_ Freeman,| about 25 days a month, with a new 
Mory Dalmes, Claude C. Philippé.| show taking on immediately the old 
closes. Currently at the Nichigeki 
Music Hall is a little opus called 
“’Round the World With Mesde- 
moiselles.” The Togeki’s June bill 


Limit Copyright Life 
Of Pix to 25 Years? [fankty caveats what i sll th 
Brit. Producers Protest $i" %,ctex; gates ake 


London, July 7. | titled “Every Marr Does.” 

Suggestion by a government de-| Most houses present three shows 
| partment committee that the copy-| daily, beginning about 2 p.m. with 
right life of a British picture | an extra show on Sundays. Two 
'should be limited to 25 years,| hours long, the shows are scaled 
whereas books and music have a/from 50c. to 75c. in most houses 
| 50-year protection, has brought a/to a top at the Nichigeki of $1.25 
j joint protest to the Board of) for reserved seats, which are usual- 
| Trade prez from the British Film| ly filled with westerners exclusive- 
| Producers Assn. and the Assn, of|ly. These are about one-third of 
Specialized Film producers. the 500 capacity hall. 

In a memorandum submitted to Gracie, Acro Twister 
the government the two produc- “"Round the World” has 38 











tion organizations complain that| scenes, and is highlighted by the 
the copyright committee has ap-| appearance in the penultimate 
parently, determined the period of | stanza of an acrobatic dancer, 
protection by the mechanical pro- Gracie Chang, Eurasian twister, 


cesses involved, 25 years for film | daughter of the late Great Chang, 
labs and 50 years for printing | billed as the “acrobatic tycoon of 
presses. The producers argue,| Europe.” The Music Hall has re- 
however, that there is as much | cently begun headlining one west: 
original work in film production | ern artist each month; last month 
as in books, printed music or paint-| it was Nola Pardi, American stu- 
ings. 


dent of Katherine Dunham. 
Protesting that the committee The 38 scenes alternately present 
based its recommendation on the! comics, most of whose blackout 
shorter periods of production pre-! skits are lost on the non-Japanese 
scribed under the Patents Act, the (Continued on page 71) 
two trade bodies say this confirms 
their view that films have been re- 
| Sarded only as an industrial prod- 
j uct. But, they say, films are orig- 
| inally created works, presented in 
a certain medium in which the film 
| producer fills the role of the au- 
thor. They consider the recom- 


? Calypso of Royal Trek 
mendation a retrograde step, which 


| 
| 
| would place British producers in a Edinburgh, June 30. 
| 
} 
| 
| 








Tonga Queen OK’s, Plays 
Burl Ives’ New Cabaret 





less favorable position thz i Burl Ives, U. S. folk singer, 
ot They hos ed saluted Salote, Queen of the 


overseas competitors. : , . 
P Friendly Isles, with a new Calypso, 


out that the development of new ; ‘ ; : , 
channels of presentation, such as which he introduced = os re = 
TV and the increasing use of sub- the Empire here this week. Lyri¢ 
| standard films, means the life of | £9¢S 1 Part: 


;many films extends beyond 25 “And when the great procession 
years. departed, this Queen so happy- 
hearted, said ‘Let it rain and let 





it pour, bring an open carriage and 


talian-Born Maria Neglia | ft"... 404, “ben, the, People si 


. her on that torrential morn, sé 
Can Fiddle in U.S., Sez U.S. 


| captured all before her, took eve!)- 
Washington, July 7. 


one by storm.” 
Calypso is in tribute to Queen 
House of Representatives today | Salote’s recent ride in an open 
Tues.) passed and sent to the | carriage in Queen Elizabeth's Coro: 
White House a bill to give per-|mation parade. The Queen of 
| manent residence to concert and | Tonga is herself a guitarist. W hen 
vaude-nitery violinist Maria Neglia | the song was presented to her fot 
| and her father and secretary-man- | her okay, she played it on the royal 
ager, Angelo. Bill was passed pre- | guitar, and gave immediate &P- 
| viously by the Senate. proval. 
| The Italian-born Miss Neglia,| Ives has collected many Calypsos 
| currently playing the Vagabondjin travels through the Bahamas 
Club in Miami, earns $500 a week} on his 55-feet sailing ketch. He 
and pays her father $75, thus /intrigued air passengers with his 
neither is a public burden, the|songs, including “Tread on the 
| Judici iary Committee report recom- | Tail of Me Coat,” while on recent 
mending approval of the bill said. | flight from Glasgow to Dublin. 
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SW Mulling Production Plans; To 


Make 5 Pix in 


1 nder terms of the Stanley War-¢ 
Cinerama Productions deal, 

.d over the weekend after 

sht’ sessions, the S. H. (Si) 
Fabian theatre circuit has obtained | 
on three properties held 
nerama board chairman Louis 

% Maver. These include “Paint 
Your Wagon,” “Blossom Time,” 


nd “Joseph and His Brethren,’ 

4}1 of which had been planned for 
the Cinerama process. 

in addition, Fabian announced 

there was a possibility that 

SW would proceed with Merian C. 

“Seven Wonders of the 


( oop r’s 


Work Cooper, who up to now 
been Cinerama’s production 
chief, has assembled footage for 
the latter, but actual shooting or 
editing of the film had been de- | 
laved pending outcome of SW's 
takeover of Cinerama. Deal calls 
for SW to make five pictures with- | 
in a five-year period, with a def- 
inite commitment to deliver one 
in the first year. 
However, all production plans as 
well as exhibition aspects, under 
which SW would take over equip- 


ping and operating of all present 
and future Cinerama_ theatres, 
hinges on Dept. of Justice ap- 
proval. This was indicated at a 
press conference Monday (6), at 


which formal announcement of the | 


conclusion of the deal was made. 


Fabian said that SW had one 
month in which to receive the D. 
of J. greenlight in order for the 
deal to become effective. Should 
the theatre company fail to obtain 
the Government’s okay, the whole 
deal would be off, he noted. A 


Cinerama exec said the widescreen 


outfit had several alternatives, 
should D. of J. nix SW agreement. 

lrade opinion, however, is that 
Pabian and his attorneys would 


t have proceeded to this point, 


unless they were more or less sure 
{ their ground in relation to the 


Continued on page 14) 





‘Don’t Offstage Us,’ Cry 
Stage Headliners, Claim 


They Aid 3-D’s Boff B.0. 


In films’ so-called new era, with 
some 3-Ders doing sock business, 
particularly at first-runs, onstage 


headliners feel their weight at the 


bo. is being a little too much ob- 
scured 
Don Cornell, for example, 


“Beast 
at the Para- 


acknowledges that Warners’ 
from 20,000 Fathoms,” 
mount, N. Y¥., is a click pic. But 
the singer also claims that he’s a 
factor behind the boxoffice intake 
and hope’s he’s not overlooked. 
Similar situation developed at 
the Par a few months ago with Ed- 


die Fisher on the boards and War- 
ner first 3-D entry, “House of 
Wax,” on screen. ‘“Wax” proved 
a stash grosser in many locations 
‘cross the country. But a break- 
Cown on the percentage of custom- 
e's drawn to the Par by the pic, 
Vis-a-vis the ticket sales influenced 
: Fisher, was impossible, of 





M-G YARN MAY STALL 
PIX BIDS ON ‘TOKO-RI’ 


Hitch has developed which may 
ke ’ the studios from ~- buying 
“at Michener’s “The Bridges at 
. KO-F."’ short novel which ap- 
, i 


A In last week’g Life mag 
1 number of companies are 
‘d. it developed this week 


ro some time ago bought a 
: ) ‘ton article by Michener 
‘s combining with anothe: 
Resulting yarn is said to 
‘ficiently close to the Life 
'o make its purthase by an- 
mery a hazardous proposi- 

m. ‘ner’s Navy story will be 
i a ed by Random House in 
ha... i tomorrow (Thurs.), and 
plat picked up by the Reader's 
. Book Club. Pic sale is being 


1Nndie 
i by the William Morris 
with no asking price set to 


5 Yrs. in Cinerama 


Pix Workers’ Weekly May 
Earnings Down to $107 





Hol vod, July 7 
Average weekly earnings for film 
workers tapered off to $107 in May 
according to the California Labor 


Statistics Bulletin 
April was $114.67; for 
was $112.61 

Workers averaged 
$2.74 per hour. A 
41.3 hours at 


Warners Wooing 
Hazen, Wallis? 


Hollyw 
approach been 
Wallis to return 
H. Hazen, to 
production, if 
the weekend 
Hazen, speaking also for 
Warners, said he would not deny 
| or confirm the report, but did ad- 
mit that since the announcement 
last week of their corporate disso- 
lution, “there have been several 
inquiries and expressions of igter 
est,” and that one company “‘is’def- 
initely interested” in working out 
something with them. Hazen would 


Average for 
May, 1952, it 


39.1 hours at 
pril average was 
$2.78 


ood, July 7 

made to 
along with 
Warners as 
was report 


An 
Hal 
Joseph 
head of 
ied over 
(Mon.), 


has 


not say whether that was Warners 
According to the report, Jack L 
Warner is seeking Wallis’ return 


to WB so that he can confine him 
self to top company executive and 
administration matters, as he did 
several years ago before left the 
company to enter independent 
production Hazen stated there 
have been no serious discussions 
as yet by him or Wallis, individu 
ally or collectively, with any com- 
pany that has made inquiries. He 
added there's no agreement be 


tween him and Wallis as to future 
operations; in other words, they 
are free agents to accept deals in 
dividually or if proper circum- 


stances present themselves to 
| again work jointly. Hazen said a 
(Continued on page AD 


Twin City Ops 4t03 
For 3-D, Say Extra Cost 


Minneapolis, July 7. 
the boxoffice score in 
downtown Minneapolis only four 
to three in favor of 3-D pictures, 
Twin Cities’ neighborhood and 
suburban houses continue to lay 
off the extra dimensional equip- 
ment and films. They apparently 
feel that profit potentialities still 
don't justify additional ex- 
pense involved in installing the 
equipment, employing an addi- 
tional booth operator for the 
3-D pictures, and latter's high per- 
centage terms. 


With 


the 


There are only four of the some 
75. or thereabouts, Minneapolis 
and St. Paul neighborhood and 


‘suburban theatres that so far have 
installed the 3-D equipment, two 
in each town, and one more here 
has it on order. Al! are indepen- 
dent operations. None of the eight 
United Paramount Twin Cities’ 
(Continued on page 21) 


Moscow Seeks, Gets Print 
Of Coronation Pic, ‘Queen 


London, July 7 
special request from Moscow 
of the Associated British- 
WarnerColor Coronation 
“Elizabeth Is Queen,” 
Russia last Friday 
was made by the 
to Kenneth Rive 
who recently concluded a distribu- 
tion deal with the Russians. 

He had requested a print of the 
Rank Technicolor production, “A 
Queen Is Crowned,” but was told 
none was available. After its 
screening in Moscow, the film will 

}be shown in Prague, 


By 
a print 
Pathe 
production, 
was flown to 
(3). Request 
Soviet Union 


Yesterday 


—_ 


NEW PIA LL 
FOR aTAG 


OK 





_— 


Teamup of legit and Hollywood, 
via the “new look” picturaization 
techniques, looks to be taking 
shape Move will get its greatest 
impetus to date via David O. Sel 


nick’s plans for a stage production 


of his own “Gone With the Wind 

which, upon normal time on the 
boards, will be filmized in a wide 
screen camera process. Play, to be 
titled “Scarlett O'Hara,” and set 
for this fall, will be a musicalized 


version of DOS' straight pic smash, 


which Metro released in 1940. Mu- 
sical will be lensed for film audi 
ences exactly as it is presented in 


stage production 


In a somewhat similar experi 
ment, Joe Justman, head eof the 
Motion Picture Center Studios 
Hollywood, in collaboration with 
rene Towne, has projected plans to 
do a 3-D film, in Technicolor, of 
this season's touring legiter, “Top 
Banana.” Proposed deal is with 
Paula Stone and Mike Sloane, pro 
ducers of the legiter, and would 


also be filmized just as presented 
(Continued on page 15) 


3-D Tint Filming 


| 
Not Worth the Candle 


Of ‘New Faces Set 


Hollywood 

With the deal to film “Top Ban 

ana” stalled temporarily pending 
receipt of all clearances from N.Y 


July 7 


it appears that Leonard Sillman’'s 
musical revue, “New Face: will 
become the § first legiter to be 
transferred to the screen through 
use of 3-D and color. “Banana 
deal, which has been in the work 
since shortly before the musi 
comed.s deal closed here on June 
27, mav te settled this week 


Meanwhile produce! Berman 


Swarttz has finalized a deal with 
Sillman for the “Faces” lensing 
and the production probably will 
be filmed at Great Northern Thea- 


July 25 
3-D Dun 
utilized re- 


2()) 


around 


the 
he 


tre Chicago, 
Swarttz will 
ningcolor 


in 
use 
process 

(Continued 


on page 


HIT 





[UPT Grosses Up 209, in May, June; 


‘No Sluff Season for Pix’ Pays Off 


Map 7-8 Goldwyn Oldies 
For Foreign, TV Distrib 


Hollywood, July 7 

About seven or eight old Samuel 
Goldwyn pictures, rights to which 
he gave Mrs. Goldwyn some time 
ago, are being edited to one-hou 
length, with an eve toward pos 
sible foreign distribution and sub 
sequent television release. No tele 
vision plans are now contemplated 
according, to Robert Newman, 


Goldwyn production chief 


Cutters are merely getting the 
negatives in shape, and it might 
be five vears before pix will be 
sent abroad Approximately 18 
oldies have been surveyed, ot 
which about seven or eight are 
being edited 


See U.S. Favoring 


Force in Japan 


Impression was gaining this week 


that the U. S. State Dept., if any 
thing was in favor of Warne 
Bros.’ “Task Force’ being shown 
in Japan Government's reasoning 
is said to be that, far from doing 
harm, the pic would actually help 
in the current American effort to 
ret the Japanese to rearm and fight 
for the West in case of war with 
Russia 

Meanwhile, Wolfe Cohen, Wats 
ner Bros. International prexy, said 
in N. Y. Monday (6) that protest 
against the exhibition of ‘Task 
Force” in Japan had been inspired 
by only a few individuals who 
hadn't even seen the film. Certain 
lv. he added, this was true of the 
members of the American Cham 
ber of Commerce in Japan, which 
last week sent out radiograms pro 
testing the pic's release 

In tracing the history of “Task 
Force” in Japan, Cohen said 1,900 
feet had been cut from the film 


so that what remains is practically 
a documentary on carrier warfare 


Cuts, made in Japan, included 

among other things the footage 

showing the Japanese attack on 
(Continued on page 18) 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Holiday Weekend Slows Biz; ‘Wet’ Nabs Ist Place, 
‘Beast’ 2d, ‘Witch’ Next 


July Fourth’ holiday 
tended to slow trade at most keys 
covered by VARIETY as the publi: 
took to the highways to escape heat 
in some areas and take advantage 
of pleasant weather in others 
However, the period marked re- 
lease of several promising b.o. con 
tenders including “Stalag 17” 
ard “Charge at Feathe1 liver 
among others 

“Dangerous When Wet” moved 
up fast this week to edge out “Beast 
From 20,000 Fathoms” for top lau- 
reis. Booked in oniy three towns 
the previous week, the Esther Wil- 
liams. starrer chalked up returns 
in 18 playdates that ranged 
from mild to slick. Film's overall 
b.o. performance was encouraging 

While “Beast” showed undisput- 
able strength in initial weeks, its 
staving power was not stout as 
anticipated Film dipped sharp! 
in most holdover engagement In 
third place is “White Witch Doc- 
tor.” Climbing from well dewn 
the bottom. it gained impetus via a 
flock of fresh bookings. “It Cams 


some 


as 


al 


From Outer Space” is’ holding 
down fourth spot “Scared Stiff 

by dint of terrific business in the 
few sites its played so far, Is Cap- 


turing fifth position 

“Cinerama,” which appears to be 
drawing much of its trade from 
the hinterlanders, has a firm hold 
on sixth, followed by the 3-D “San 
garee.” “Shane” is eighth, while 
ninth niche goes to “Pickup on 
South St.” Golden Dozen is round- 
ed out by “The Maze,” 
i\Crowned” and “Great Sioux Up- 


weekeni ! rising,” 


“Queen Is | 


that order 
17” appears a cinch to 
hit the top of the list shortly on 
basis of itS smash trade to date 
It's mighty in New York and nice 
in Philly “Charge at Feathe 
River sock in Cincinnati, great 
in Pittsburzh and neat in Cleve- 
land. Likewise Voon Is Blue” 
terrific in ( and simash 
two L. A. site 
“Arena” is nice in 
dull in L. A Francis Covers the 
3ig Town" is dull in Pitt, fair in 
Seattle and poor in Denver. “South 
Sea Woman” is good in Providence 
in Seattle and moderate in 
Jaltimore, 7 
Lili showing 
flock of holdover 
in Chicago, hand 
ton and nice in 
ba” strong in 
week following 
Houdini,’ 
try Is swell 


In 
“Stalag 


1S 


1S 
nicaZo in 


Toronto but 


slow 


strength 
dates, is 
ome in Washing- 
New York. “Mel- 
its initial holdover 
N. Y. preem 
er phage» en 
Se: solid in 
New York tir Buffalo 
Fort Ti” is excellent Portland 
and boff in Washington 

“Hannah Lee Jack srodet 
3-Der, is sock in Chicago and slow 
in L. A Stor of Three Love 
so-so in Cincinnati and 
tame in Minneapolis. 

“Farmer Takes a 
mediocre in Cleveland but okay in 
Louisville. “Powder River” is poor 
in Pitt, soft in Buffalo and good 
in Philly. “All I Desire” is fast in 
Philly and shapes moderate in L. A 


in a 
lively 


Is 
its 
anotl 

In ttle, 
and $f in 


in 


Wife” look 


on 


(Complete Boroff ce Reports 
Pages 6-9) 


United Paramount Theatres had 
a pickup of 20 in grosses across 
its mammoth chain during May and 


June, measured in comparison with 
receipts for the same two months 
of 1952, UPT execs told a trade 
press luncheon-meeting in = New 
York vesterday rues.) 

The sharp upbeat was credited 
by prexy Leonard Goldenson and 
v.p. Edward L. Hyman to a flow of 


good pix of the type which the dis- 


tribs, over the years, refused to 
peddle in the traditionally-sluffed 
May-June span his year, thev've 


had a change of heart, apparently 
accepting the argument advanced 
by Hyman, that “there shall be no 
seasons on the picture business; 
we're in a 365 days per year opera- 
tion 

Goldenson related that biz in 


his knowledge, 
strong upswing, 
point there's 
anylime of the 


other circuits, to 
similarly was ona 
He repeated” the 
strong b.o. available 


year for good product 

On another subject, Ilyman 
rapped the costs of seme new-era 
equipment He complained that 
CinemaScope lenses are listed at 
$2,875 and the screen for the same 
process is set at $3 to $3.50 per 

(Continued on page 14) 


Ex-Red Hicks: ‘Show Me 
One U.S. Film That Had 


Any Commie Propaganda’ 


Hollywood writers and actors 
who were Communists in the 19308 
failed to influence “in any signifi- 
cant way the content of films, 
writes Granville Hicks, an avowed 
Communist from 1935 to 1939, In 
an article in the July issue of Hat 
pet 

The author, who lelt the party 
in ‘39, insists that the Commies 

scarcely made a dent on any of 
the mass media—the popular maga 
zine the movies, the radio.” 

Hicks continue I remember 
back in the thirties how excited 
we were over advance reportyg on 


‘Blockade’ which, we were told, was 














(Continued on page 14) 
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Studios Roll Out Red Carpet For 
Wall Streeters With Pix Stock Yen ,.22:.casstctors svete 


Prone to roll out the red carpet 


for visiting bankers and important | 
newsmen, Coast studios are show- 
ing an inclination to accord the} 
same treatment to Wall St. broker- | 
age firms. Investment concerns | 
which. to a large extent, ignored | 
film stocks, have been showing a 
growing tendency to recommend 
pix issues to their client Attl 
tude is that at current depressed 
prices, film stocks are more than 
fair bait for risk investors. 

Experience of Ernest Sharpe, 
senior investment analyst of Good- 
body & Co., N. Y. brokerage house, 
is perhaps typical of Hollywod’'s 
new attitude toward the Wall 
Streeters. Sharpe, who recently 
completed a comprehensive report 
on film industry operations, found 
a welcome sign at Paramount, 
Metro, 20th-Fox, Republic and Uni- 
versal. He had no luck at War- 
ner Bros. and Columbia where, de- 
spite several attempts, he was un- 
able to make appointments with 
studio officials. 

On the other lots, he indicated 
he had complete access to studio 
toppers and other execs. In gen- 
eral, he noted that execs were will 
ing to talk frankly, although there | 
were instances when certain | 
queries were skirted, or not an- 
swered fully. Indie producers, ac- 
cording to Sharpe, were the most 
voluble, replying freely to all ques- 
fions concerning Hollywod's prob- 
lems and the switch to new dimen- | 
sions. 

Sharpe's interest in film stocks 
started, he noted, in February 
when stocks appeared in a particu 

(Continued on page 15) 


Divorcement Seen a Pix 
Biz Boon as It Removes 
‘Risks’ for Theatre Ops 


One of the best things that could | 
have happened to Hollywood's ma- 
jor producing companies was the 
court-ordered separation from 
theatres, via divorcement, states 
the Wall Si. firm of E. F. Hutton & | 
Co. Split has been important to 
film-making companies because it 
eliminates the “risks” in theatre 
operations, reasons the brokerage 
outfit in an analysis of the film biz. 

Hutton notes that while, in past, 
exhibition affiliates at one time 
were a stabilizing influence, over | 
the last few years they have been 
“a limiting factor in the producing | 
business.” Adds the financial com- 
pany: “This has become particu- 
jarly true as revenues from abroad 
become of greater importance to 
the producing companies.” 

Most important upbeat factor of | 
all for the filmeries, likely even 
more significant than the “rebirth” 
via 3-D, has been the economies 
effected in a relatively recent 
period, observes Hutton. Charac- 
terized as a “very major effort” is 
the program of various production- 
distribution outfits to “reduce their 
expenses in line with lower po 


| suppliers of the 


jing of “Blue” 
|nix both by the PCA and the Na- 


| tion 





tentialities.” 


| Corp., 


JUDGE HAND RETIRES: 
MAY DO SPECIAL CASES 


Federal Judge Augustus N. 
Hand, senior jurist of the three- 
judge statutory court in New York 
which heard the long 
Government antitrust suit against 
the eight principal film and theatre 
companies, retired last week. He 
Was appointed to the court in 1927 
by President Coolidge. 

Although officially having bowed 
out, it’s understood that Hand will 
be available for special 
ments, including new issues which 
may crop up anent the industry 
case. Jurisdiction over decrees en- 
tered in the suit was retained by 
the tribunal. 

If Judge Hand's opinion in the 
industry litigation had prevailed, it 
was made clear, the five major com- 
panies would not have been com- 
pelled to divest themselves of do- 
mestic theatres. At a key point in 
the hearings he announced from 
the bench the court's attitude 
against divorcement. 

However, the judgment entered 
by Judge Hand and his associates, 
which called for numerous trade- 
practice injunctions but no theatre 
divorcement, was, in effect, re- 
versed by the U. S. Supreme Court 
when appeal arguments were 
heard. 


drawn-out | 


assign- | 





Veto Ohio Exhibition 
Of Non-Theattrical Pix 


Columbus, July 7. 

BJS Roadshows, purveyor of 
merchant-sponsored free 16n 
films in small towns, were -pulled 
up short when Robert A. Wile 
exec secretary of the Independent 
Theatre Owners of Ohio, warned 
distributors BJS was exhibiting 
in towns where there is already a 
theatre and some major 
product has been shown. 

Distribs notified Post Pictures, 
prints, which in 
turn notified BJS that such show- 


company 


ings—in opposition to commercial | 
violations of | 
Post’s contract with the producers | 


theatres—are clear 


who permitted 
films for non- 


of the pictures, 
Post to have the 
theatrical use only. 


3d Major Circuit 
Gives OK to Moon’ 


Third of the five major circuits 
has. in effect, indicated its defiance 
of Hollywood's Production 


indie film, “Moon Is Blue,” which 
was denied PCA approval. | Fol- 
lowing deals made for the pie by 
United Paramount and _ Stanley 


| Warner outlets, a unit of National 


Theatres now is set to run “Blue.” 

National's Alladin Theatre, Den- 
ver first-run, is skedded to open 
the controversial film this month 


Booking was regarded as somewhat 


of a surprise since the Fox Wil- 
shire, L. A. unit of National’s sub- 
sid, Fox West Coast Theatres, 
earlier cancelled a tentative book- 
following the pic's 


tional Legion of Decency. 


Two remaining chains of the 


| Big 5 which have yet to enter any 


pacts for 
Loew’s 


“Blue” are 
Latter circuit, 


RKO and 
which is 


| still an affiliate of a film company | 


(Metro), is generally regarded as 
particularly unlikely to take the 
pic. Angle in this respect is that 
Loew's-Metro president Nicholas 


| M. Schenck was among the toppers 


who ruled 
Preminger-F. 


against the 
Hugh Herbert 


Otto 
entry 


i when the PCA thumbsdowning was 


argued on appeal before the Mo- 
Picture Assn. of America 
(Continued on page 15) 


Mystery of Vectograph: 
Polaroid Has a 3-D But 
It’s Still Under Wraps 


Company 
zled over a 


execs this week puz- 
letter from 
setting forth details of the 
Vectograph, the 
system developed by Pclaroid, but 


failing to indicate a date when the | 


process might be shown. 

Mystery of Polaroid’s policy re 
the Vectograph deepens, since the 
company does have a Navy train 
ing film, which it made during the 


war, and could show it just to in- | 
| dicate the effectiveness of its in- | 


vention, which it patented back in 


1938. 


It's understood — that 
Bros. in particular has been after 
Polaroid execs to show the Vecto- 
graph. Polaroid is understood to 
be planning” production of a 
demonstration film. At present, its 
official position is that it has only 
stills to show. Distribs have made 


it clear that they wouldn't consider 


this satisfactory. 

Polaroid letter invited the com 
panies to ‘indicate whether they 
are interested in Vectograph, which 


is billed as the only beamsplitting | 


device capable of using the entire 


aperture for the film, which thus | 


gets more light. In the Vectograph 
the right and left-eye views are 
super-imposed on the front and 
back sides of the same frame, creat- 
ing certain registration difficulties 
particularly with color 


Letter urged execs to see single- 


strip 3-D on a large screen rather | 
j than a small one, ! 


Code | 
Administration via booking of the | 


'excess of 50°, 


Polaroid | 


single-strip 3-D | 


Warner | 


material. | 


LANUCK TO RECEIVE SPG 
53 MILESTONE AWARD 


Hollywood, July 7. 
This year’s Milestone Award for 


ican motion picture will go to 
Darryl] F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox pro- 
/ duction chief. Award will be pre- 
'sented at the Screen Producers 
Guild’s third annual Milestone din- 
ner early in November. Carey Wil- 
son, SPG prexy, Said: 


“Mr. Zanuck is the perfect 
choice for the Milestone Award. 


He is the only three-time winner 


of the Academy’s Irving Thalberg | 
Award. and his contribution to the | 


producer system as we know it to- 
day has been immeasurable.” 


2th May Sell 
Western Ave. Lot 


Various means of cutting over- 
head, including a plan to sell or 
tear down all or part of its Western 
Ave. studio on the Coast, are being 
mulled by 20th-Fox in a concerted 
drive to cut down on expenses. 

Execs, who see. studio 
reduced to a maximum 20 Cinema- 
Scope pix a year from the normal 
40 or even 50 films turned out on 
the two 20th lots, say they are 
aware of the pressing need for 
contracting operations, but definite 
blueprints of how it’s to be accom- 
plished haven't as yet been laid 
out. 

Feeling is that the Western Ave. 
lot has become unnecessary, in 
light of production developments. 
Color lab, theatre and some stages 
are currently housed there, but 
that is seen as no good reason for 
j}continuing to pay taxes and in- 
surance and keeping up facilities. 
The one big plant is seen amply 
sufficient for taking care of the 
CinemaScope product. Company’s 
reasoning has been all along that, 
with considerably longer runs ex- 
pected from the widescreen pix, 
volume of output could be cut. 
Production program at 20th already 
has been reduced by $10,000,000 
and may be cut further. 

This brings with it the problem 
of a high overhead, said to be in 
which prohibits the 
lot from turning out any lowbudget 
films. 





Dropoff in Foreign Pic 


Imports Reviewed By 
N.Y. Censor in 52-53 


Number of foreign pic imports 
reviewed by the New York censor 
during the vear ended April 1, °53, 
dropped slightly to 547 from the 
1951-52 total of 551. Mexico sent 
‘through 102 films, taking the lead 
over China, which headed the list 
for many years. 

Italy, with 62 pix reviewed as 
against 41 last vear, moved up to 
fourth place this vear, reversing 
positions with Germany, which last 
year accounted for 53 as against 55 

(Continued on page 20) 


New WB Share Divvy 


Board of directors of Warner 
Bros. has declared a common stock 
dividend of 30c per share, payable 
Aug. 5 to stockholders of record 
on July 15. 





divvy being paid by the pic com- 
pany in its new setup. Its former 
affiliate, Stanley Warner, has yet 
to vole on divvy action. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Edgar Bergen 
Pandro S. Berman 
Bing Crosby 
Reginald Denham 
Alice Fave - 
George F. Foley 
Phil Harris 

Paul N. Lazarus, Jr. 
Louis B. Mayer 
Arnold Moss 

Paul Mowrey 
Monty Shaff 

Joe Shea 


Europe to N. Y. 


| Claudio Arrau 
Edgar Bergen 
} Pandro S. Berman 
Abe Burrews 
Humphrey Doulens 
| Bill Grady 
Charles Munch 
Paul Strauss 





output | 


This is the second such quarterly 


my eyes smarting?” 


walt. 





| stop to change reels. 


his own viewers. 


cent. 


the show. 





| had another happy patron. 


| (6) Patron complained of blurred vision. 
| She had been eating butter corn and handled the lenses, des; 
cautioning about this, plus a word 


three trailers on the screen 
advice when she was handed the 


He had them improperly folded. 


them. 


(8) Several patrons with one 








Those Crazy, Mixed-Up 3-D Kids 


Number of amusing complaints from patrons during a recent 
showing of. Warners’ 3-D “House of Wax” has been itemized by 
Earle Holden, city manager of the Lucas and Avon Theatres in 
Savannah. As reprised in the current bulletin of the Independent 
Theatre Owners of Ohio, list includes such beefs as: “Why does 
the picture blur?”, “Why are glasses necessary?” and “Why are 


Holden’s breakdown leads off (1) with a femme customer query 
“Why is an intermission necessary?” Theatre exec pointed 0o\: 
that the picture was so exciting, that the patron didn’t want to 
He explained, as the trailer did, maybe she couldn’t read 
that it was necessary to run both projectors at once, and had : 
Patron wanted to know what a project 
was. He told her to be seated, show would go on shortly. — 

2) Patron complained about not seeing picture on screen. } 
Checked them; they were ordinary sun glas« 
Explained Polaroid viewers made especially for 3-D were requir¢ 
He bought a pair of viewers at lle and complained about the ext 


(3) Patron complained that picture was blurred. 
see the images without putting on his viewers. 

(4) Several inquiries as patrons came in: ‘Why are these glass 
necessary? The ads said Natural Vision.”” Explained Natural Vision 
was a trade name, that it meant picture on screen would be th: 
same as natural vision. They went on their happy way and enjoyed 


(5) Patron phoned to ask if he could see 3-D with double vision. 
Exec explained courteously that he wasn’t an eye doctor, could 
give no professional advice, but invited him to come down and 
take a sample look. That he did; could see perfectly, and theatr: 


(7) Patron complained eyes were smarting. 
agement said it tries to fold them properly before distributing 
their viewers and see a fine film in perfect 2-D. 


(9) Kid about nine observed strolling in lobby during intermis- 
| slon wearing two pairs of glasses. Said he was ready for 4-D 
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) 


Was trying to ¢ 


Checked her viewer: 


té 


viewers. 
Checked viewers 
They were on backwards. Man- 


eye. No complaint. They wore 








Alhed Theatre Owners Will Blast = 
- W's50% Rentals at N. J. Meet Toda 


* Thorough 





Still Seek Nat’l Release 


For Indie ‘Hanna’ 3-D’ er 


Tri-dimensional “Hanna Lee” 
will be passed on to the franchise 
| holders for bookings if it 
not succeed on national release as 
|}indie. Pic was made by Jack 
| Broder in partnership with Mac- 
donald Carey, Joanne Dru and 


John Treland, who contributed 
| their services to Broder’s finances. 
Now getting first runs in the 
| key cities, film hopes to cash in 
; as an indie the way “Bwana Devil” 
did. 





| 


Belge Pic Deal Set 


On License Switch 


Expected product shortage helped 
'settle a Belgian film deal over the 
| weekend, with a number of distribs 
/ agreeing to forego a certain num- 
Mo of licenses in order to permit 
| 
| 
i 


Motion Picture Assn. of America 
prexy Eric Johnston to reach an 
understanding with the Belgians. 
Pact, as outlined by Johnston 
from Brussels and relayed to the 


foreign managers by phone over 
'the weekend, involves an annual 


importation limit of 261 


pix and 
‘remittances of 65°. 


Under the 
(Continued on page 15) 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Art Baker 
Frederick Brisson 
Barbara Britton 
Robert W. Coyne 
Helmut Dantine 
Buddy Ebsen 
Leif Erickson 
Jerry Fairbanks 
Bob Fosse 
Mike Garret 
Paulette Goddard 
James R. Grainger 
Mitchell Hamilburg 
Ben Kalmenson 
Branislau Kaper 
Monica Lewis 
Al Lichtman 
Don Loper 
Nick Lucas 
Maurice Marsac 
Margaret O'Brien 
Walter O'Keefe 
Roy Rowland 
Robert Smith 
Sydney Smith 
Oleg Tupine 
Jimmy Wakely 














does | 


Se raking over of 3-D 
| With distribs at the receiving end 
|of blasts for trade practices relat- 
| ing to the new medium, will high- 
light the convention of the Allied 
| Theatre Owners of New Jersey. 
Meet tees off today (Wed.) at At- 
—_ City, and winds up Friday 
(10), 

| Org’s leaders, based on reports 
from various members, are con- 
vinced that under present condi- 
| tions, nabe and smalltown theatre 
|} Ops cannot profit from the showing 
|of 3-D films. Although Jersey A\|- 
|lied officials admit that the sterco- 
| pix have brought in additional pa- 
| trons, they charge that the rental 
| terms, usually at 50%, have taken 
| avs ay chances of making coin. Cost 
}0f installation of equipment plus 
|current operating costs cannot be 
overcome under the rental terms 

(Continued on page 15) 











N. Y. to Europe 


Fran Allison 
Robert S. Benjamin 
Bill Birch 

Charles Boyer 

Hal Boyle 

Leo Carrillo 

Dick Chaplin 
Samuel Chotzinoft 
Bob Considine 
Mony Dalmes 

Faith Domergue 
Raoul Pene du Bois 
Jerry Fairbanks 
Mona Freeman 
Robert Fuoss 
Gordon Gilmore 
Kathryn Grayson 
Abel Green 
Richard Halliday 
Conrad N. Hilton 
Constance Hope 
Richard Joseph 
Eddie Joy 

Tom Joyce 

Joshua Logan 
Leonard Lyons 
Mary Martin 
Frank McCall 

Ann Miller 

Ronald Miller 

Guy Mitchel! 
Antonio Moreno 
James A. Mulvey 
Tex & Jinx McCrary 
Henry McLemore 
C. C. Philippe 
Arnold M. Picker 
Mrs. Sigmund Romberg 
Pepe Romero 
Charles Schlaifer 
Hans Schweiger 
Helen Sioussat 
Samuel Steinman 
Burr Tillstrom 
Tony & Dorothy Weitzel! 
Joseph Wershba 
Elizabeth Winston 
Cobina Wright 
Max E. Youngstein 
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PIX B.0. SCALES IN QUIET RISE 





Drive-Ins Total: 3,787 


Following is a 20th-Fox compila 
showing 3,787 as of June 27, ’ 


tion of U. S. and Canadian drive- | 
53. Comparative totals are given 


} » tor 1952 
tranch 1953 1952 Branch 1953-1952 
MBANe 2s peewee 52 51 New Haven 21 19 
UR ascgeeess 278 *317 New Orleans 159 115 
i Mi cosceenedee 13: 10 New York 40 38 
ho cece ae m 46 42 Oklahoma 120 84 
MIG seces es 387 319 Omaha 34 25 
Ser Ae hee 71 65 Philadelphia 88 82 
nnati o.cecce . eel 124 Pittsburgh 130 116 
veland ...ceces 101 95 Portland 49 37 
DallaS ...cceccecee 419 351 St. Louis 108 79 
Denvef ...ccesece 102 83 Salt Lake 85 77 
Des Moines . 42 33 San Francisco 102 98 
Detroll ii. ceiacees 84 74 Seattle 50 32 
Indianapolis ..... 120 115 Washington 150 120 
jacksonville 140 (4 = 3 
K Te oa 124 86 Calgary 17 3 
Los Angeles ..... 95 84 ee ae 6 - 
ee “errr 105 78 TOPONW: 3.0 k ie esws 56 39 
WAUKECE .eceee 39 24 Vancouve! 15 11 
ineapolis ..... 57 47 Winnipeg 20 13 
Jacksonville’s territorial drive-in possibilities, as of July 1 


last vear, were included in Atlant 


a’s territorial total 








Industry Pitch, ‘Let 


Influence $150,000, 


Foreign market is stealing the + 


spotlight from domestic problems | 
at both the Motion Picture Assn. | 
of America and the Society of In-| 
dependent Motion Picture Pro-| 
du Whatever producer re-| 
sentment against this emphasis 
there may have been in the past, 
it's now been replaced with rec- 
yeonition for the growing need to 
safeguard overseas earnings and 
improve them. 

Preoccupation with the job of 


5 ing dollars out of the foreign 
market, and making friends & in- 
fluencing people abroad, is particu- 
la ronounced at the MPAA. It 
is ig priority to foreign prob- 
lems over all others. 

Reason, in part, is that the in-| 
ii s current competitive state | 
re 3-D and widescreen doesn’t 
leave much scope for unified pro- | 
d iction at home. Group tried 
recently to come up with a blue-| 
print for sereen standardization, | 
but the company prexies turned | 


thumbs down on the plan 

SIMPP’s realization of need to. 
cultivate the foreign market, which | 
accounts for 43° to 44° of the 
industry's overall income, was ex- 
pressed two weeks ago, when the} 
indies decided to set up their own | 
export association. 

Import of foreign earnings to 
the industry, figured to come to 


¢ 


Corftinued on page 20) 


Dembow Denies 
Tie-In Sales Claim 


( 


| 








ivge by the Independent Thea- 
® Owners of Ohio that National | 
Screen was demanding | 
he-in sales in connection with the | 


ty 


Service 


rental of Viewmaster 3-D_ lobby | 
Gispla was vehemently denied 
this week by NS sales topper 
ne rge Dembow. ITOO says NS 


| to sell or rent the picture 
reel to a theatre which did not 
o)tain the Viewmaster display’ from 

1CCessory Company. 


Hassle stems from a request 

“ ma theatre in the Shea circuit | 
re iccording to Dembow, was. 
a ed that the display was 
a unit since the company 
Y ' time had only sufficient in- 
parts available to meet its 
. t basic 3-D displays. It 
> have been inconvenient, 
noted, to break up a com-| 
p nit and rent the component | 
' 


yal parately, 
Bsn er, the theatre was ada- 
ind Dembow said he agreed 
, up the complete unit and 
‘ parts individually. He said 
Yany never had any inten- 
Cing tie-in sales and that 
_the 3-D display were 
: ble singly or in any com- 
vemanded by exhibs. 


s Win Friends & 
(00 in Pix Abroad’ 


Oil Strike 
Omaha, July 7. 
Several stars picked up addi- 
tiona. dividends last month when 
the Kuge!-Hogsett-Hartman well in | 
northeastern Colorado struck oil 
The Hollywood group, called 
Cal.-Coly. Oil Co., includes Bar- 
bara Stanwyck, Humphrey Bogart, | 
Carv Grant, Dennis Morgan, 
Daniel F. O Shea and writer Collin 
Millern | 


3 Seek Lighter 
Pixite Tax Load 


Washington, July 7 


House Ways & Means Commit- 
on (9) will hear 
three film industry witnesses on 
the proposed changes in the corpo- 
rate tax laws. Skedded to appear 
before group tomorrow (Wed.) is 
Thomas Tarloeau of the Associated | 
Actors & Artistes of America. He | 
pleads for a fairer distribution of 
the income tax load for performers. | 

Three pic industry spokesmen 
will be William H. Roberts, secre- 
tary of the Motion Picture Assn. | 
of America’s tax committee; Albert 
A. Fisher, Loew’s attorney, and 
William W. Owens of the law firm 
of Dwight, Royal, Harris, Koegel 
& Casky. All members of the 
MPAA tax committee, and will 
seek benefits for the film com- 
panies 


tee Thursday 


| 


are 


N.Y. Labs’ Strike Threat 
Dims With Walsh Move-In 


Threat of 
N. Y. Local Picture 
Laboratory (I[ATSE), 
has dimmed with the entry of IA 
international prexy Richard F 
Walsh into picture. Local's | 
“wildcat” walkout recently tied up 
eastern labs for a short while, but 
work before there 
was a tieup of newsreel service. 

Talks between the local and the 


strike 
Motion 


another by 
702, 


Technicians 


the 


was resumed 


labs have been going on all last 
week. Latter had Walsh’s promise 
of no further unauthorized work 


stoppage on the part of Local 702 
members Union, on the other 
hand, got assurances from Walsh 
that any adjustment in pay would 
be made retroactive to June 26, 
expiration date of the last con- 
tract. 

Union wants 
and a 35-hour week Labs main- 
tain that. what with additional 
holidays, etc., the actual rise would 


a 15% pay boost 


jcome closer to 67%. 


| type 


a 


ADDED HIKES 


o 


' 





= 


Delaye 
t 


to obtain 
the Federal 
faced with 


1 in efforts 
lief via elimination of 
20 admission tax and 
increasing operating film 
houses throughout the country are 
boosting their entry charges. Hikes 
do not only apply for high-pet 
centage 2-D pix or “specials,” but 
are becoming the policy for all 
attractions. Boosts, to a large ex- 
tent, have been nominal, varying 
from 4c. to 20¢., depending on 
and run of the individual 
theatre. New b.o. charges are still 
below the wicket tab demanded 
for stereopix and the pre-release 
specials.” 


re 


costs 


Indications 
cent 


that these 
are only the bein 
ning of additional hikes. With 
more and more theatres retooling 
for 3-D and widescreen, tradesters 
admit that film patrons will 
to shell out more for their pews 
to enaltie exhibs to recoup the 
costs olf new installations. Chang 
ing trend of picture” exhibition 
with reliance on longruns for spe 
cial process films, such as Cinema 
Scope, Todd-AO and Cinerama, 
will also hefty hikes in the 
turnstile price. 

Upped-price policy is slowly and 
quietly taking place in various 
sectors of the country, but there's 

(Continued 20 
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INC ceases 


have 
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Ozoners Up 22.7%, 


Fox Survey Shows 


Seven 
total 


territories, with 
1,330 drive-ins reported 


southern 


a of 


| as of July 1, account for more than 


one third of 20th-Fox’s total ozon- 
er biz, a company survey indicates 
Total number of drive-ins in the 
U.S. and Canada on that same date 
was 3,787, a 22.7° increase 
1952, when there were 3,089 

Five of the six Canadian terri 
tories report 114 drive-ins in opet 


Oovel 


ation now as against only 69 in '52, 
20th says. A year ago, only four 
}of the Canadian exchanges had 
|}ozoners, with Montreal and St 


| John the exceptions. Situation now 


has changed, with St. John boast- 
ing six, but Montreal still has 
none. Toronto outdoor installations 
have jumped from 39 to 56, with 
the Calgary total up from six to 
17. 

Importance of the southern and 
western drive-ins in relation io 
20th’s overall ozoner take em- 
phasized by statistics showing that 


1S 


69.4°> of total bookings played off 
on features at drive-ins between 
January and mid-June, °53, came 
from only 10 branches in those 
areas. The southern exchanges 
alone accounted for 56.6 of the 
drive-in feature playoff. Signifi- 
cantly, the highest increase in ‘53 
ozoner earnings compared” with 
‘52 was in the midwest. 


COMPO Croup Asks Dewey 
Aid on Fed. Tax Repeal 


Albany, July 7 
A visit by Robert Coyne, COMPO 
special counsel, and a group of 
top New York City exhibitors to 
Gov. Thomas E. Dewey, to enlist 
ihis support in the campaign for 


repeal of the 20°) Federal admis- 
sion tax, climaxed a davy’s activity 
here by Coyne last week (30 He 
previously addressed a meeting of 
ar_a exhibitors at the Variety Club 
headquarters and showed the short 
on the industry's case against the 
levy. Lewis A. Sumberg, executive 
director of Albany TOA (which 
issued the meeting call, not limited 
to members of that organization’, 
introduced Coyne. 

COMPO spokesman presented to 
exhibitors an analysis of the sit- 
uation before Congress and dis- 
cussed future moves to obtain pas- 








‘Okla’ Gets Going As Production 


EW LIKELY Plans 


80°, Old Equipment 


RCA’s toppers, David Sat 
noft and I ink M Folsom 
are authorities for the 
ment that 80 of the 
equipment in) motion 
theatres in America 
and in bad 


state 
sound 
picture 
today 
need 


is 
“obsolete of 
repairs.” 

The electronics people gen 
erally and RCA particularly 
feel that the new stereophonic 
directional sound improve 
ments “didn't come too soon,” 
it would have required 


to retool 


because 
theatre 
returbl 


owners and 


h 


Trusters Talk 
On Pix Distribs 


Washington, Juls 


mVvway 





° 
‘ 


Four officials of the Justice 
Depts antitrust division are sked 
ded to appear before the Senate 
Small Business Committee here 


Friday (10) to testify on film distrib 
practices. Quartet includes Stanley 


N. Barnes. assistant attorney gen- 
eral in charge of the = division; 
Maurice Silverman who handles 
most film matters for the division 


now; Phillip Marcus and Edwin H 
Peweltt 


The Senate group, which is pre 
paring a report on its hearings 
originally requested the Justice 
Dept.’s views. Latter were submit 
ted, but last week the Senate unit 
sent Justice a letter, stating thai 
more details would be required 
Report is being held up pending 
the officials’ testimony 


0’SEAS 3-D BANDWAGON 
SURGE IRKS U.S. DISTRIBS 


of producers 
3-D bandwagon 


Determination 


henn ‘ iain the 
aproad tO join the 


is causing concern among Ameri 
can distribs. On one hand, they 
'feel it's a good thing because it 
encourages exhibs to install 3-D 
equipment On the other, thes 
fear that inferior quality product 
might spoil the market for the 


American stereo pix in the offing 

One concrete example of native 
effort ruining the public’s appetite 
for more 3-D—American or other- 
wise—is cited in Hongkong, where 
the Chinese have caught on to the 
new fad and have flooded the mar- 


ket with their own version of 3-D 
Public reaction has been bad and 
the poor bo. of a film like “Port 
ri’ is traced directly to this hand 
cap 


Expect 100 at UA’s 
London Powwow July 20 


United Artists’ upcoming Euro 
pean sales convention will be at 
tended by 100 company reps from 
England, the Continent, Near Fast 


India and Australia, according to 
Arnold M. Picker 


foreign distribution 


v.p. in charge of 
Five day con 


clave opens July 20 in London 


Picker left N. Y. for England on 
the Nieuw Amsterdam over the 
weekend to supervise arran?’ 
ment Also attending from the 
homeoffice will be Max E. Young 
stein, v.p., who left Gotham Mon 
day (6) for a week in Rome before 


proceeding to London, and Robert 
S 


who 


Benjamin, UA's board chairman 

the 
(Thurs 
new on the 

will screened 
Meeting then 

a mapping ol 


wings directly to sriti 


tomorrow 


pix 
be 


capital 
All 
ked 


ates 


distrib’s 
for dele- 
will swing 
and me 


, 
’ 
> 


into sales 


isage of a bill eliminating the tax.'chandising plans. 


Are Set; Castings Under Way 


-+ 


Magna Theatre Corp moved 
Oklahona’™ into gear last week 
with Richard Rodgers and Oscai 
Hammerstein 2d, who'll supervise 


the pic’s production, getting set to 
test Ridge Bond and_ Florence 
Henderson for the lead parts of 
Curley and Laurey. Other tests 
ie being conducted on the Coast 
by Arthur Hornblew, Jr., Magna 
production exec 

Neither Bond nor Miss Hender- 
son has screen experience, but 


both have plaved the 
| le. d roles in New 


‘Oklahoma” 
York and on the 


road. Redvers said he wasn't either 
for or against introducing new 
taces ia “Oklahoma adding “all 
I'm interested in is that they have 
What it take 

Fred Zinnemann is set to direct 
the film at a salary that, accordirg 
to Mike Todd, prime mover in the 
introduction of the YVodd-AO 65m 
widescreen process, runs into six 
figures. Part of the reason for the 
high figure is that Todd is in no 
position to offer Zinnemann a per- 
centage participation deal, Todd 
himself, who left with Magna 


board chcoirman Joseph M. Schenck 


for the Coast Sunday (5), is going 
to take a more active part in pro- 
duction than had been. originally 


anticipeted 
Matter was discussed at a Magna 


board meet in N. Y. last week (1), 
when the directors approved ac 
tions taken so far by the exee 
committee, consisting of Schenck, 
lodd and George Skouras,. Con 


(Continued on page 15) 


Brazil to Remit 


$10,000,000 to US. 


Outlook Brazil remittances, 
totalling $10,000,000 to $12,000,000, 


for 


improved sharply yesterday (Tues.) 


with Robert Corker 
p the Motion 
America, reporting 
Janeiro that 
been removed 
following top 
Brazilians had 
remit all of the 
to Feb, 21, °53 
official rate 
Situation got fouled up last week, 
when it became known that the 
sank of Brazil had issued an order 
eliminating the American distribs 
from the list of firms eligible for 
payments out of the recent $3600,- 
000,000 Import-Export loan to Bra- 
vil. Move came as a surprise to 
MPAA, though it maintains 
Harry Stone as its permanent rep 
Rio. The order has now been 
reseinded 

Corkery then flew to 
the situation. The 
we paving off their dollar debts 
in. $60,000,000) batche First two 
payments have already been made, 
with the third due. It's now be 
lieved that the third payment will 
include some if not all of the t 
distribs’ money. Overall Brazilian 
debt comes to about $15,000,000, 
but, with the $300,000,000° insuffi- 
cient to cover all outstandings, the 
government is pro-rating payments 
with of pry- 


assistant 
Assn 
Rio 


sia tet 
CITC ULtIes 


V of Picture of 


de 
had 
He indicated that, 
level confabs, the 
in fact agreed to 
coin accumulated 
at the favorable 


from 


even 


if} 


Brazil to 


save Brazilians 


4 


a chronological order 
established 
Corkery 


companys i" 


off 


ferday with 
ind 3razilian 


i} 1 


met 
anacel 


control offices 


Cur 


re to 


exchange Iron 
final detail 
i of Feb. 2] 


70 it the 


out earning 


itt 


rent 
| 


1 


' 1 > 
Oiiclal Tate 


Tax-Busy Coyne 
Robert W. Co 
for the Council 
Organization 
Y York today Wed 
Coast huddles xhib 
continuing campaign tor 
Federal S'Ons 
Coyne will be in 
later this week for 
vork with lawmakers re 


i ley d- 


| 
per 
e bal 


Coun- 
lotion Pic- 
due hack ir 
followin 
on the 
repeal of 
tax 
Washington 
more contact 
the 20° 


ne 
of 
ture ’ 
A’ y 
‘ + 
with e 


the adm 
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The Band Wagon 
(MUSICAL—COLOR) 


biz musical 
hitches. 





Technicolor show 
looks set for merry b.o. 


—_—_—— 


t release of Arthur F Pp! 
ent hese Fred —- i arisse,. 

a Levant, Nanette abray. = 
Buchanan: features James Mitchell, R +1 
ert Gist. Directed by bag rel 3 peeves 

~~ and screenplay by ets 
poe Pe Green; camera (Technicolor. 
Harry Jackson; editor, Albert es ae 
Howard Dietz. Arthur Schwartz; ae 
and musical numbers staged ee _— : 
Kidd; musical direction, Adolph | ——_ 

sical designed by ghi 1 
Smith Tradechown July 1, 53. Running 
time, 111 MINS. 


frony Hunter 
(jaby 

Lester Marton 
Lily Martor 
Jeffrey Cordova 
Paul Byrd 

Hal Benton 


Freed ( 


numbers 


Fred Astaire 
Cyd Charisse 
Oscar Levant 
Nanette Fab 

Jack Buchanen 
James Mitchell 
Robert Gist 


Producer Arthur Freed and di- 
rector Vincente Minnelli, respon- 
sible for a number of hit tintuncts 
in the past, have come up with 
another show biz musical that looks 
a sure b.o. winner. 
Twelve songs from various 
Broadway musicals are eithes 
chirped or terped during the 111 
minutes’ running time, including 
some from the Broadway musical 
“Band Wagon” of 1931. Also, two 
new incidental tunes are included 
Showing up as an imaginativi 
highlight in “Girl Hunt,” the mod 
ern jazz ballet finale done to a turn 
py Fred Astaire and Cyd Chariss 
A takeoff in dance on the Mickey 
Spillane type of private eye, nuin- 
ber is a new cleffing for the picture 


by Howard Dietz and Arthut 
Schwartz, credited with all of the 
SONS. 


her terp-tune pieces 
that entertain are “A Shine on 
Your Shoes,” from ‘Flying ¢ olot 

danced by Astaire; Dancing in the 
Dark.” from the stage ‘Band 


Among the ot 


Wagon,” beautifully danced by 
Astaire and Miss Charisse; ° Prip- 
lets.’ from “Between the Devil, 


in which Astaire, Jack Buchanan 
and Nanette Fabray 


and Buchanan do to “I Guess rh 
Have to Change My Plan,” from 
“The Little Show.” Miss Charisse's 
solo is “Beggar’s Waltz,” from the 
stage “Wagon,” and Miss Fabray S 
is “Louisiana Hayride,” from “Col- 
ors.” 

Plot. scripted by Betty Comden 
and Adolph Green, is the one about 
a dancing film star whose pictures 
aren't selling. A couple of writing 
pals conceive a stage musical for 


him and the rest of the story Is 
concerned with making the show 4 
success after a flop tryout and 


weeks of rewriting and new starts 
Astaire, as the film star, shows Is 
ability with a song and dance char- 
acter. Oscar Levant and= Mis: 
Fabray make up the writing team 


Miss Fabray is given enough 
chance to display the talent she 
has shown in legit musicals, and 


| 
her personality is caught by the | 
cameras. Miss Charisse is an eye- 
filling filly, especially when danc- 
ing. Levant is his usual phlegmatic 
show's | 
director and costar and is one of | 
the picture’s strong-points witn his 


self. Buchanan enacts the 


comedy moments. 


The musical numbers have been 
put together with the ergot 
s wAN 
label, and Harry Jackson’s Techni- | 
color photography shows up the 
dance 
de- 
signed by Oliver Smith and staged 
by Michael Kidd. Handling of the 
Adolph 


lavishness expected of the 


The 
were 


values well. 
numbers 


physical 
and. musical 


musical 
Deutsch. 


direction was by 


Little Boy Lost 
(SONGS) 
Tender story of father’s search 
for lost son, with Bing Crosby. 
Has family audience appeal. 





Hollywood, July 7. 


Paramount release of William Perlberg 
Claude | 
Fourcace, 
Dorziat, Nicole Maurey, Colette 


Stars 


4 oduction 
features 


dauphin; 
Gabrielle 
Dereal, Georgette Anys. Scripted and di 
rected by 
by Marghanita Laski; camera, 
Barnes; editor, Alma Macrorie; score. Vic 
tor Young; songs, Johnny Burke. 
Van Heusen. Previewed July 2, '53 
ning time, 95 M 
Bill Wainwright 
Pierre Fernier 
Jean 

Mother Superior 
lisa Garret 
Nelly 

Mme. Quilleboeuf 
Service Clerk 


Bing Crosby 
Christian 


Run 


“cant Gabrielle Dore: 
PP aitnet Collette Dere: 


DP... css <seseeseeen Michael Moore 
Bs, WHORE Setaccnveuwen . Peter Baldwin 

A direct play on paternal in- 
stincts is made in this film trea‘- 


ment of “Little Bov Lost,” result- 
ing in a picture with an obvious 
family audiences, among 


pitch at 
whom it will enjoy its best rece» 
tion. The Bing Crosby 
should help generally. 

The 
tion, scripted 
George Seaton, 


and directed 
combines 


at the studio. 


thentication 
the cast, 


of the Gallic 


with the exception 


roduc: | 
Jack | 


participate; | 
and the soft-shoe number Astaire | 


George Seaton; based on sioiry , 
Georme 


James 


Bing Crosby 
Claude Dauphin 
Christian Fourcade 


Nicole Maurey 


Georgette Anys 
Henri Letondal 


hame 


William Perlberg produc- 
bs 
scenes 
lensed in France with those taken 
This contributes to 
realistic values and for further au- 
locale 


Crosby, & Freneh. An appealing 
French moppét, little ristian 
Fourcade, will eapture femme 
hearts in the title role and the 
Crosby fans should like the Groan- 
er’s work, even though his song 
stints are incidental and held te 
a minimum. ; 

Based on the Marghanita Laski 
story of a father’s search for the 
young son from whom he had be- 
come separated because of the 
war, the film doesn’t come off with 
the tremendous heart impact of the 
original, or of the television ver- 
sion seen only a season or two 
back, although it does have suffi- 
cient moving moments to be satis- 
factory family filmfare. It. misses 
being sock fare because the 
s stretched thin over a 95-minute 
the script 
pat situations 
story’s pull weakened 
too many narrated sequences, 3 
that makes onlookers, in- 
stead of partjcipants, of an audi- 
ence 

Crosby plays a U. S. 
porter whom war had 
trom his French wife and new son 
After the Paris occupation, the 
wife is killed by the Nazis for her 
underground work and the baby 
disappears. 
returns to 


course; 
to 
the 


leans 
and 
bs 


cevice 


iS 


radio re- 


Paris to find the 
lad in a small orphanage and Cros- 
by is reluctant to believe the boy 
can be his son. Majority of the 
story is given over to the working 
out of this problem, plus one in- 
volving Crosby’s continuing irra- 
tional attachment to the dead wife. 


The climax has its tug at the heat | 
little | 


strings, although there's 
doubt of the outcome. 


Claude Dauphin costars as Cros- | 


by's faithful French friend and 
does an acceptable chore of com- 
paratively short footage, 
Nicole Maurey as the French sing- 
er whom Crosby marries; Gabri- 
elle Dorziat as the Mother Superior 
at the orphanage; Georgette Anys, 


a motherly laundress, and Colette | 
H | Peter 


Dereal, a blonde charmer who gets 
nowhere with the sorrowing 
Crosby. 

Three Johnny Burke-James Van 
lieusen tunes are heard during the 


picture and listen well. They are 
“The Magic Window,” which the! 
Crosby pipes makes somethin 


special; “Cela M’Est Egal” (“If It's 
All the Same to You"), and “A 
Piopos De Rien.” A French-Eny- 
lish treatment of “Oh Susanna” by 
Crosby and Miss Maurey provides 
a rhythmie scene, Victor Young's 
background score is another good 


point The French scenes are 

beautifully displaved by George 

Barnes’ expert camera work. 
Brog. 


The Maze 
(3-D) 


Exploitation horror feature in 
3-D. Sturdy ballyhoo possibili- 
ties. 


Hollywood, July 3. 

Allied Artists release of Richard Heer- 
mance production. Stars Richard Carlson, 
Veronica Hurst; features Katherine 
Emery, Michael Pate, John 
Hillary Brooke, Stanley 
Bond, Owen MeGiveney, Robin 
Directed by William Cameron WMenzie 
Screenplay, Dan Ullman, from story by 
Maurice Sandoz; camera, Harry Neumann; 
editor, John Fuller; music. Marlin Skiles. 
At Hollywood Paramount, July 2, ‘53. Run- 
ning time, 66 M 





Lillian 
Hughes 


Fraser, 





Gerald McTeam ......... Richard Car'son 
eee SOONOT coscvcsccs Veronica Hurst 
rh MOREE wane s.vou ces Katherine Emery 
TUE. Siocon duced ce kea en Michael Pate 
Tr. Meet DAMS ci cciccs John Dodsworth 
POSE BORE cic esiersass Hillary Brooke 
Robert ‘a TTT rr Stanley Frase1 
PPP Tee Lillian Bond 
ETE UT Te Owen McGiveney 
Richard Roblar ........ . Robin Mughes 
Allied Artists makes its bid in 


the 3-D market with an exploita- 
tion horror feature that can be 
ballyhooed for sturdy grosses, par- 
ticularly in those areas where TV 
selling can be used to bolster the 
hoxoffice. It’s an old-fashioned 
thriller that starts slow and builds 
methodically to a climax that 
should have chill-seekers screech- 
ing. 
William Cameron Menzies 
signed and directed the melodrama 
in an upbeat manner that keeps 
attention going with the subject, 
even though the plot is implausible 
and the script inclined towards 
talkiness. A feeling of expectancy 
is sustained through to the climax. 
a horror sequence that virtually 
puts a hideous, frog-like monstros- 
itv into the laps of the audience. 
Richard Carlson, Veronica Hurst. 
Katherine Emery and Michael 
Paie are the principal players add- 
ing conviction to their roles. Miss 
Hurst's U. S. film debut is promis- 


ing She and Carlson are two 
weeks aw ay from their wedding 
when he is called to the eerie 


castle of “his uncle in Scotland. 
When no word comes from him, 
Miss Hurst and her aunt, Miss 
Emery, go to Scotland, find Car!I- 
son obviously changed and decide 
to stick around so they can get to 
the bottom of the mystery. Weird 
unexplainable things take place. 


of, until the two femmes venture into! 


Terror On a Train 


“Terror On a Train,” filmed 
by Metro in England, was 
reviewed from London by 
Variety Feb. 18, 1953 under 
its original title of ‘Time 
Bomb.” Myro placed the Glenn 
Ford starrer in the “modest 
category.” ; 

“Ford,” the VARIETY reviewer 
wrote, “gives the pic marquee 
appeal but does not lift it 
beyond the dual class. This is 
a fairly commonplace type of 
sabotage yarn, but apart from 
one oblique reference no clue 
is given to the political hue of 





plot | 


development | 
and dialog. 


separated | 


| subject, 


At war’s end, Crosby | 
boy. | 
The trail leads to a thin, sad-eved | 


So does | 


Dodsworth, | 


de- | 


the saboteur. Entire effort is 
concentrated on making this a 
suspenseful meller, but the di- 
rector only partly achieves his 
object.” 





a box hedge maze and come across 
a family secret 200 years old. Its 
climatic death frees Carlson from 
his terrible secret to permit it a 
happy ending. 

The Menzies production design 
is particularly apt to the horror 
helping the chiller mo- 
ments. Richard Heermance’s pro- 
duction guidance also delivers val- 
ues that make the picture saleable 
in the gimmick market, and Harry 
Neumann’s lensing and the Marlin 
Skiles score do their part in back- 


ing the thriller intent. Dan Ullman | 
scripted from the story by Maurice | 


Sandoz. srod. 


Hannah Lee 
(3-D—COLOR) 


3-D western getting by in pro- 
gram situations on strength of 
depth process and names, 


Hollywood, June 26. 

Jack Broder release of Broder Co. pro- 
duction. Executive producer, Jerry Thom- 
as. Produced and directed by John Ire- 
land and Lee Garmes. Stars Macdonald 
Carey, Joanne Dru, John Lreland; features 
Harold J. Kennedy, Ralph Dumke, Stuart 
Randall, Frank Ferguson, Don Haggerty. 
freland. Screenplay, MacKinlay 
Kantor, Rip Von Ronkle; based on novel, 





“Wicked Water,” by MacKinlay Kantor; 
camera, Lee Garmes; editors, Chester 
Schaeffer, Edward Sampson. Reviewed 
June 26, °53. Running time, 78 MINS. 

Bus CHOW scccetiasess Macdonald Carey 
SERENE cveendesveenr Joanne Dru 
Rochelle ...... . John tlreland 
CRUE 6+ sce taeeneeeneeee Don Hagerty 
Willie Stiver Peter Ireland 


Montgomery Stuart Randall 
| MCG . . cc avecccencs Frank Ferguson 
Alesworth Ralph Dumke 
BO .ncccccecssseses Tom Powers 
PaulaoR ... vcccccccscccessess Tris Coffin 
Gare Stiver ..cccacceoce Alex Pope 
Bainbridge .....secees Harold Kennedy 
Mrs. Bainbridge Kay Riehl | 
Mrs. Stivez Kuth Whitney 
Beven Dean Cromer 
OO ere ee Norman Leavitt 
Pires Villager ...cecss Paul Keast 
SOCONG VimRGe? cscccvevecs Robin Morse | 
Tere Wie ccc cccccace Joe McGuinn 
Peres GOON .< is cccveuese Biull Hale 


Second Cowboy 


Old Mam. ...-.ccrcescsecces Alex Frazer 
Deputy Serre ere Mort Mills | 
Station Master ......0.+. Ferris Taylor 
}Second Women ........ Helen Servis 
SOTO WOR ksceeviasees Ann Loos 


Loafer 


. Crane Whitley 
Second Loafer 


errr cr Charles Keane 

Program situations will find 
acceptable entry in this PatheColor 
western because of its 3-D process 
jand three-star name voltage, but 
} the action carries little persuasion. 
It's the old one of ranch-owners 
|hiring a killer to scare out intrud- 
jing homesteaders, with a_ set 
{unreal characters, 


ized, but system is hard on the eves 
and doesn't match up with others, 
;as caught in this viewing. Fault, 
however, may be due to fact a 
work print was used, and optics 


balanced print. 
'that 3-D was used to get in on 
the gravy wagon, with the excep- 
tion of a few 
effects could have been 


attained 
through standard filming. 


Macdonald Carey plays a brutal | 


} 
! 
|gunman who is paid $800 a family 
|to get rid of the offending settlers, 


whether by warning or murder. | 
|Electing the latter, he kills off 
|three homesteaders before John 


| Ireland, U. S. Marshal, arrives to 
clear up situation. Joanne Dru. 











Night Without Stars 

“Night Without Stars.” Brit- 
ish import recently trade- 
shown in New York, was re- 
viewed trom London by 
Variety April 18, 1951. David 
Farrar and Nadia Gray costar 
in the Europa Film which 
Hugh Stewart produced and 
Anthony Pellissier directed. 
Original running time of 86 
minutes has been trimmed to 
73. RKO is distributing in the 
Uv. &. 

In appraising the film. Clem 
noted that picture was adapted 
from a book, and is “novelet- 
tish in treatment, with an in- 

volved story of crooks. It is 
condensed to concise propor- 
tions, which is all to the good, 
and should appeal to the gen- 
eral run of patrons. Not likely 





| to make the grade for the U5 


| market unless via Farrar’s 
drawing power.” 





i the 
Supporting 


,used for theme song. 





;}ues for 


Dick Fortune | 


an, 


of | 


The Stereo-Cine process is util-| 


inay fare better in a finished and | 
While it’s obvious | 


gimmicks the same | 





| G. 
K 


i by 


beauteous operator of town’s saloon 
and gambling emporium, finds her- 
self feliing for Carey even though 
she suspects him of the killings, 
but after a small boy is shot she 
catches up to Carey and Ireland, 
shooting it out in the hills, and 
kills the gunman as he is about 
to finish off the wounded Ireland. 

Carey tries to make something 
out of his role, departing from his 
usual light portrayals, but charac- 
ter isn't real. Miss Dru, pretty, 
plays hers straight. Ireland is never 
sure of himself, possibly because 
he makes his bow as co-director 
with cameraman Lee Garmes and 
was concerned with this extracurri- 


| cular chore. Frank Ferguson, Ralph 


Dumke and Stuart Randall 
ranchers who hire 


cast enacts 


play 

Carey. 
routine 
characters. 

Direction by Ireland and 
Garmes, who also co-produced, is 
too leisurely and lightweight, but 
they give film satisfactory produc- 
tion values. Garmes also handled 
the photography. Technical credits 
are standard, and Stan Jones’ song, 
from which. picture is titled, 
Whit. 


is 





Gun Belt 
(COLOR) 


Well-made western feature in 
coler with George Montgomery. 
Tab Hunter and okay action 
market prospects. 





Hollywood, July 1. 
United Artists release of Edward Small 


(GlobabD production. Stars George Mont- 
gomery, Tab Hunter; features Helen | 
Westcott, John Dehner, William Bishop, 


Jack Elam, Douglas Kennedy, Janies Milli- 
can, Hugh Sanders. Directed by Ray 
Nazarro. Screenplay, Richard Schavyer, 
Jack DeWitt; story, Arthur Orloff: camera 
‘Technicolor), W. Howard Greene; editor, 
Grant Whytook; music, Irving Gertz. Pre- 
viewed June 30, ’53. Running time, 77 


MINS. 

Billy Ringo George Montgomery 
Chip Ringe Tab Hunter 
Arlene Reach Helen Westcott 
Matt Ringo John Dehner 


ike Clinton 






TeTTE TTT TT William Bishop 
nO «55 weaeud oe Douglas Kennedy 
UE ec otis eo peace. oe Jack Elam 
Hoke 


Joe Haworth 
Hugh Sanders 
Wiilis Bouchey 


Frazer 





WHEL EAry ..ccecsasveces James Millican 
WE BED ci dascsrccees Bruce Cowling 
Te A ae Boyd Morgan 
Furkey Creel ...ccseees Boyd Stockman 
SNE £0 546604 Se 50ous ce William Phillips 
Oliver etree eT rT Terr Chuck Roberson 
MEET CPT ET TTT Tete eS Jack Carry | 

Western action fans will find 
this United Artists release good 
entertainment. Action has sus- 


| pense, plotting and playing bring 


it off logicallv, and Technicolor 
tints are excellent. Other plus val- 
release intentions are the 
names of George Montgomery and 
Tab Hunter. 

Title comes from story twist that 
has Montgomery, ex-outlaw, buck- 
ling on his gun belt again to clear 
himself of a bank robbery frame 
and to teach his young nephew, 
Hunter, that ranching life isn’t as 
tough as outlawing. Since the 
frame was set up by Montgomery's 
brother, John Dehner, it’s a family 
affair in the Arthur Orloff story, 


| scripted by Richard Schayer and 


Jack DeWitt. 

: Ray Nazarro’s direction moves 
‘n high gear all the way; so plenty 
of action excitement accompanies 
the trouping, which is above par 
for the regulation feature oater. 
Montgomery's hero is 
valued and plausible, and Hunter 


comes through nicely as a lad who! 


wants to follow the outlaw 
Helen Westcott, looking good in a 
blonde hairdo, is 


clear himself. Villainry is in ex- 
perienced hands of Dehner, Wil- 
liam Bishop, Douglas Kennedy, 


| Jack Flam, Joe Haworth and Hugh 


Sanders. 

; Edward Small's Gobal produe- 
tion has good values, especially in 
Ww. Howard Greene's color lens- 
ing, the Irving Gertz score and the 
tight editing by Grant Whytock. 





Vice Squad 
Okay melodrama about a po- 
lice captain’s work day, includ- 
ing murder and a bank rob- 
bery, with Edward G. Robin- 
son, Paulette Goddard. 








Hollywood, July 7. 

United Artists release of Jules V. Levy- 

Arthur Gardner production. Stars Edward 
Robinson, Paulette Goddard; features 

Y. Stevens, Porter Hall, Adam 
liams, Edward Binns. Jay Adler. Directed 
by Arnold Laven. Screenplay, Lawrence 
Reman; based on novel, “Harness Bull,” 
Leslie T. White; camera. Joseph F. 


Biroe; erttor H. Nadel; music 


Arthur 


, composed and directed by Herschel Burke | 
| Gilbert. 


; time, 88 MINS. 


Previewed July 6, °53. Running 


Captain Barnaby.... Edward G. Robinson 





PE 6ces cnboveccecés Paulette Goddard 
Ginny ithe exe kp SERe EMA K. T. Stevens 
Jack Hartrampf reer Porter Hall 
Marty Kusalich ......... Adam Williams 
Al Barkis_ nae . Edward Binns 
Frankie Pierce ............. Jay Adler 
. Ve WOOD: ce ebissavedace Joan Vohs 
; Pete Monte ....... Lee Van Cleef 
Lieut. Imlay Dan Riss 


Carol Lawson ....... 


Mary Ellen Kay 


The workaday world of a police 
captain, complete with 





expertly | 


trail. | 


Montgomery's | 
trusting bride-to-be who willingly | 
postpones the wedding so he can | 


Broa. 
' 
| 
| 


, hich Aubrey Schenck is present 


Wil- | 


murder, : 


Wednesday, July 8, 1953 


|bank robbery and sund t 

major and minor crimes, ‘is Fs 
for this okay melodrama. As a p;,. 
gram offering it has the famili:; 
names of Edward G. Robinson and 
Paulette Goddard to swing 4,, 
position on dual bills. 7 

The Jules V. Levy-Arthur Gard. 
ner production plays off its melle 
; theme without undue emphasis on 
flamboyant excitement, althousi 
there are enough colorful charar. 
ters sprinkled through the footsc, 
to liven the semidocumentary sty ¢ 
of plot handling. Because of the 
latter, the picture has a tendency 
to be repetitious in detailing po); 
work, but the pace could he 
ened by further editing, since +) 
running time is a bit long a: 
minutes, 

Robinson does the expected 
petent job of playing the p, 
captain who arrives at work 
morning to find his men 
for the gunmen who had k 
cop during the early hour: 
Lawrence Roman script and A: 
Laven’s direction build interest 
showing how the killing is tied 





age 





ry 


i 


in 
with a planned bank robbery. a 
ischeme thwarted by police vig. 
jilance, but which doesn’t prevent 
|the desperate kidnaping of a 
|femme bank clerk as a. shield 
| Climax is concerned with saving 
ithe girl and getting the last of the 
| wouldbe robbers. 
| Miss Goddard is used as the head 


of an escort bureau whose girls 
| sometimes furnish the police val) 
; able leads. She plays it colorfully, 
|; Porter Hall scores as an under. 
| taker who witnessed the cop shoot. 
|ing but refused to talk, because it 
will reveal to his wife he was step- 
| ping out with blonde Joan Vohs. 
| Barry Kelley, uncredited, is good 
{as Hall’s oily lawyer. Dan Riss. 4 
| police lieutenant; K. T. Stevens, 
| the captain’s secretary, and Mary 
| Ellen Kay, the kidnaped gir!, are 
among those doing interesting work 
|in type parts. Edward Binns, Mas- 
| termind of the robbery; Adam 
| Williams, Lee Van Cleef and the 
others participating in the job are 
good, as is Jay Adler, a parolee 
hay tips the planned heist. 
} 


The United Artists release jis 
based on Leslie T. White's novel, 
Bull,” and Los Angeles 
scene of the action, ably 
|lensed by Joseph F. Biroc. Other 


“Harness 
lis the 


icredits also stack up, including 
{Herschel Burke Gilbert's — back- 
| ground score. Broa 





War Paint 
(COLOR) 


Effectively tinted, grim story 
of the cavalry. versus Indians 
meriting bookings for action 
situations. 





Hollywood, June 29 

United Artists release of Aubrey 
| Schenck (Howard W. Koch) production 
| Stars Robert Stack, Joan Taylor. Charles 
McGraw; features Keith Larsen, Peter 
Graves, Robert Wilke, Walter Reed, John 
Doucette, Douglas Kennedy, Charles 
| Nolte, James Parnell, Paul Richards. Di- 
rected by Lesley Selander. Screenplay, 






| Richard Alan Simmons, Martin Berkeley; 
| based on story by Fred Friedberger and 
William Tunberg: camera (Pathecolor 
(Gordon Avil; editor, John F. Schrever: 
| score, Emil Newman, Arthur Lange; song, 
| pa rncw | mean and Newman. Pre- 
| viewed une 23 " e, 65 
| MINS, » 53. Running tim 
Re re Robert Stack 
Wanima sevceeoeceeers Joan Taylor 
| Sat. Clarke ..........."..Charles McGraw 
Taslik cecee coceece Keith Larsen 
olson a ee cevccccccosc. Peter Graves 
Grady soccsccceeee Robert Wilke 
<a g A Oe eevee Walter Reed 
| Charnofsky av John Doucette 
Clancy -+seeeeees, Douglas Kennedy 
| Corp. Hamilton ......... Charles Nollie 
MOET és ces ccccceccess-dames Parnell 
PerKin® ..cccccccccscccces Paul Richards 
iL... ree ecccecccceserss William Pullen 
EOD ssvav ced enanavaaen Richard Cutting 





Grim action, effectively tinted in 
Pathecolor and filmed entirely in 
California’s Death Valley National 
Monument Park, features this UA 
| release. It should give an okay at- 
count of itself in regular plavdates, 
patticularly in those situations 
where audiences like and buy ca\* 
alry versus Indian outdoor 
tioners. 


The Death Valley lensing of the 
Howard W. Koch © production, 


ace 


ing through UA, gives the picture 
}a locale that matches the grim ac 
| tien. Camera work, contributed bY 
| Gordon Avil, is exceptionally g0° 
| and the hues play a vivid part !9 
| pointing up the story and Les’) 
| Selander’s direction. Good pe™ 
|formances by Robert Stack, J0a® 
Taylor, Charles McGraw. Kei 
Larsen and other cast membe's 
jalso assist in keeping attentic® 
| focused during the 85 minutes. , 
| Based on a story by Fred Frie®: 
berger and William Tunberg. #° 
scripted by Richard Alan Simmons 
and Martin Berkeley, the piot 
volves around the efforts of ¢@\° 


|alry lieutenant Stack to get 4 
| peace treaty to an Indian chief © 
|fore the deadline elapses , 
| Selander’s direction pinpoints * 
lot of tough action scenes. * - 
|opens with the chief's son 4 © 


daughter picking off the ors!" 
party that was carrying the tre" 
| before the titles are ©! 
(Continued on page 1) 
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~ Fee-TVers’ Entertainment Menu 


Preference for hit Broadway shows over feature pix was shown 
by participants of the recent Skiatron Subscriber-Vision toll-TV 
test in N. Y., a breakdown of reaction cards shows. 

Asked whether they would order a variety of attractions if sub- 
scription TV were approved, 83.1% replied affirmatively in relation 


to Broadway hits; 

educational courses; 56.4% 
3.7% 
programs. 


Total of 54.9°% noted their desire to see four 
Overwhelming 
,.—stated they would pay for TV 


six programs listed. 
3.6 


able to them. 


78.9% wanted films: 


58.7% said they'd order 


indicated they'd go for sporting events; 
would pay for grand opera, and 29.6% 


wanted children’s 


or more of the 
those polled 
otherwise avail- 


majority of 
shows not 











British Reaction Mixed on (Scope 
Tests; Exhibs Caution ‘Wait & See’ 


London, July 7. 
rhere is a feeling of optimism 
aruund the 20th-Fox = ¢ her 
that there will 


London 
switchover to Relig 


int 
general 
Scope exhibition, 
not universally accepted by lead- 
ing tradesters. For the time being, 
there are signs that the British in- | 
justry is maintaining its cautious 
“wait-and-see” attitude. 

Series of trade and press demon- 
strations of CinemaScope, organ- 
ized by Spyros P. Skouras, have 
left the industry 


impression that the days 


? 


but this hope is | 


with the general | 
of the} 


‘Disney Maps 3 Features 
In CinemaScope Process 


Hollywood, July 7. 


Walt Disney will use Cinema- 
Scope photographic and projection 
lenses and the Miracle Mirror 
screen in three’ feature _ filins, 


through a deal with 20th-Fox. Con- 
{tract also calls for a large number 
|of short subjects, to be filmed in 
the same manner. 

First of the features will be ‘ 
Lady and the Tramp,” a cartoon 


GENSOR MOVES 


REAL 











IN IN 
bind 


Increasing racial and political 
tensions, war and a radically dif- 
ferent set of moral values abroac 


are giving Hollywood 





| troubles 
| Scissoring 


and particularly 


| 


in the foreign market 
appears to be on the 
with various territories 
Australia and In 
donesia becoming more restrictive 
than ever. 


increase 


Censor fees in the U.S., esti 
mated at about $3,000,000 an- 
|nually, are a drop in the bucket 


| tificates and 


compared with the millions spent 
abroad both to obtain censor cer- 
edit imports to con 


|} form to local requirements. 


With both the cold and hot wars 


raging, many countries refuse to 
be caught in the middle. India, for 
j instance, banned sequences of a 


‘The 


Metro newsreel! involving the death 
of Stalin and scenes showing refu 


new censor | 


SEAS SCISSORING RILES H’'WOOD 








UA Boosts ™ Roth To 
Coast Publicity Spot 


designed to tighten ! 
between independent 
and the United Artists 
homeoffice promotion department 
| Leon Roth has been upped from 
UA's assistant publicity manager 


In a 
the liaison 
producers 


move 


in N. Y. to publicity coordinator in 
Hollywood, effective in the fall, | 
V.p. Max E Youngstein an 
nounced over the past weekend 

With UA for the past 10 years, | 
Roth will function under the di- 
rect supervision of ad-pub chief 
Francis M. Winikus, who head 
quarters at the h.o. New setup will 
mean the addition of a couple of 
new promotion staffers in Gotham 
when Roth shifts to the west 


gees pouring into the Eastern zone | 


of Berlin. Egypt axed “Walk East 
on Beacon” and “Assignment 
Paris” with the explanation that it 
had no Communist party worth 
| talking about, and that, when there 
was any Red activity, Egyptian se 
curity forces were quick to track it 
down. 

Determination not to let in any 
propaganda works the other way 


} 
| 


a aan dae | followed by “20,000 Leagues U nder 

feelings as to whether Cinema- | <r Rigs ” —— — eo brig | 

Scope will provide the answer to cae . i | be — Di ent Ph 

the current boxoffice doldrums. bk ane : on : in M — =. se . 
Independent exhibs, particular- | ‘Adventures in Music” series. 

ly, have shown themselves non- 


committal and are awaiting more | 


positive confirmation of a general 
swingover to this technique. At 
20th-Fox h.q., they claim a wide 


response from theatre owners and, 
al one stage, it was suggested that 
more than 1,000 operators were 
ready to sign up for CinemaScope 
This figure is readily discounted in 





the trade, particularly since no 
commitment has yet been made 
with any of the three major out- 
lets 

Prior to leaving for Munich, 
Skouras disclosed 20th had 250 
British CinemaScope orders on 
hand and that the company was} 
underwriting initial orders’ to 


manufacturers to enable them to, 
— by September. 


For the past week, Skouras has | turing the lens 


been involved in close confabs with 
J. Arthur Rank and his aide, John 
Davis, mainly regarding problems 
of manufacture, According to in- 
formed sources, negotiations have 
been blocked by the British group's 
insistence on exclusive manufac- 


‘Continued on page 15) 


April Amus. Biz B.0. Tax 
$23,400,000, a $1,800 





Drop; Niteries Up 506 


Washington, July 7. 


On 


| Ray L. 


3D Boon Seen In 
New Lens; Claim 


$77 Cut in Heat 


Projector 
to remove 87° of the heat at the 
aperture plate with a light loss of 
only 5%, has been developed by 
Strawick, Spokane op of the | 
Autovue drive-in theatre’ there, 
and an electronic engineer. 

Strawick, who intends manufac- 
system himself, 
was in N.Y. last week to discuss 
and show it to interested exhibs. 
It’s to be used for the first time at 
the Paramount Theatre, N.Y., 
connection with the forthcoming 
3-D pic, “The Charge at Feather 
River” if the device is ready in 
time, says Harry Rubin, American 
Broadecasting-Paramount Theatres 
projection chief. Latter has been 
working with Strawick on the in- 
vention. 

Invention was to a considerable 





in Seattle, and all profits after ex- 
penses will go to them, Strawick 


and will rent 


to any projector 


in | 


said. Gadget can be easily attached | 
to} 


thumbs down on a 


gadget that is claimed | 


| ports. 
| in 





| 


extent engineered by Jesuit fathers | 


basis of May tax collections | theatres at 30c. a day, Strawick in- | 
by (he Bureau of Internal Revenue, | gicated. Patents have been applied 
April was a slow month at the na-| for. 
tion's boxoffices. May collections | Strawick. whose 1,000-car drive- 


would normally reflect April busi- 


ness and Uncle Sam's May take | that he had reached the light limit 
— eau admission tax was jn his installation right now, and 
nity $23,410,788 from all sources. | ‘ : 
This was a decline of $1,800,000 (Continued on page 20 
rom the same month of 1952, and | 
+ op of $1,700,000 from tax re- INCREASED LIGHT MAKES 
‘eipts on Aprfl 1953. 
\bout 65°F of the tax is esti- 
Mated to come from picture the-| DRIVE-IN 3-D PRACTICAL 
ares’ The 20° bite from nitery | Hollywood, July 7 
labs yielded $3,879,625, about} Experiments conducted at the 
son 00 above the same month of | Van Nuys Drive-In theatre have 
oy 'demonstrated that ozoners may 
va collections for the first 10 now exhibit 3-D films with recep- 
ie 's of the Federal fiscal year, tion as satisfactory as that of flat 
had commenced July 1, 1952,/ pictures. Previously the outdoor, 
nad the general admissions tax | theatres were up against a lack of 
*29UT $20,641,000 behind the com-| sufficient illumination, according 
a period of the previous|to Loren Ryder, director of en- 
a a gineering for Paramount. 
D ds York's 3d Internal Revenue| Problem was solved by increas- | 
tay. (, Which includes Manhat-|ing the light output for each ot 
$3 7; Broadway sector, yielded| the theatre’s two projectors 
767.856 in general admissions | 50%, making it practicable pt 


eh 


$37 *. This was an improvement of 
The $: ) over the previous month. 
re ‘70,385 tax yield from night 
, vas nearly $100,000 more 
“© preceding month. 


jin has a 60-foot picture, asserted 





drive-ins 


that the increased illumination en- 





the evening. 


to screen three-dimen-| ter 
sional! films. Ryder also announced | Joan Crawford starrer, 


ables drive-ins to open earlier in | Republic 


|}such pix as 


too. Australia banned two Red pix, 
one a Czech film called “Nevei 
Again Lidice’ and the other a 
pseudo-documentary, “U.S. Crime 
of Bacteriological Warfare,” which 
was put cut by the Chinese Com 
|} mittee for World Peace. Spain 
| blue-pencilled dialog in “Malaya” 
which, in reference to a German 
said “greed has a nationality all its 
own.” 
Occasionally, countries will turn 
pic simply be 
strikes too close 
Iran nixed “Mi: 


fiction 
Thus 


cause its 
to home 
Imperium” 
king who 
artist-singer 

Alleged Brutality 
Indonesia and_ Ireland 
among the most censor-happy 
areas, Australia of late has tight- 
| ene d up, largely on account of al 
leged brutality in Hollywood 
Same complaint recurs also 
Britain and Belgium, 
tend to frown on suggestive dia- 
log, too. 
cuse for 


falls in love with an 


With 


recent British cuts 
“The Glass Wall,” 
“Man in the Dark,” “The Juggler” 
and “Quo Vadis.” 
In uneasy Indonesia there is 
hardly a film that doesn't get | 
clipped at least a couple of feet 
Censors there scissored 
months films like “Lone 
(Continued on page 20) 


in recent 
Star” 





Briefs From the Lots | 








Hollywood, July 7 
Harrison Dunham moved his 
Archway Productions into KTTYV 


studios to produce two 3-D indie 
films, “Shadow Valley” and ‘Pirate 
Queen.” John D. Weaver's ro- 
mantic comedy, “Spring Song,” was 
purchased by U-I and turned over 
to Ross Hunter for production 

Frances Langford will play herself 
|}in the USO number in “The Glenn 


'Miller Story” at U-I...Jane Dar- 
well snagged a character role in 
| Filmakers’ “The Bigamist.” Van 


Johnson and Dan Dailey will costar 
with Marilyn Monroe in ‘Pink 
| Tights,” to be produced by Sol C. 
Siegel at 20th-Fox, starting in 
November. 

Ben Chapman closed a deal to 
function as production manager for 
ithe entire program of Allen Dow- 
‘ling Productions, starting with 
“The Sea Is a Woman.”.. .Sherman 
Rose will direct “Target—Earth,” 
indie science-fiction film to be pro- 
|duced by Herman Cohen Robert 
| Stillman signed Cesar Romero to 
appear with Glenn Ford in “The 
| Americano,” to be shot in Brazil 
y | Bernard B. B. Ray will direct Mau. | 





Y | rice Kosloff's indie, “Hollywood | 
Stunt Man,” at Motion Picture Cen- | 
.Paramount postponed its | 


“Lisbon,” 
because of her commitment with 
to appear in “Johnny 
(Continued on page 20) 


because it deals with a 


im- | 
which | 


Brutality served as an ex- | 
in! 


French Seek New 
Deal as Aid To 
Their Pix in US. 


negotiators this week 
pressuring Motion 


French 
were reported|s 


Picture Assn. of America’ prexs 
Eric Johnston in Paris for a new 
film deal involving a formula that 


would aid French pix in the U.S 
While there is no doubt among 
foreign managers in N. Y. that any 
French proposal tailored after the 
Italian subsidy example will be 
jnixed by Johnston, opinion 
| prevails that there would have 
be some sort of compromise 
It's pointed out that, even should 


lo 


New Deals With Glasses Give Eager 
Distribs Chance to Quit Viewer Biz 


— 


Availability of plenty of 3-D 
viewers from a number of sources, 
coupled with the likelihood of a 
glass distribution deal between 
Polaroid Corp. and National Screen 
Service, is giving distribs the long 
awaited chance of quitting the 
viewer biz 
Most of the late-comers to the 
3-D sweepstakes, like 20th-Fox 
and Universal, found they didn't 


have to bother with getting glasses 


|for exhibs anyway, but Warner 
Bros. and Celumbia did, and they 
are anxious to pull out at the 
earliest possible moment “We 
wish we could be out of it tomor- 
row,’ a Col exec commented Mon 
day (6) 

Polaroid deal with Milton” R. 
Gunzburg, which gave the latter 
distribution rights to the Polaroid 
viewers until July 15, will definite 


also 


‘the American companies agree to| 
some sort of arrangement under | 
which the French might set up a 
counterpart to Italian Films Ex 


in this country, France at the 
moment doesn't turn out enough 
; Suitable pix to make this econom 
ically feasible At the same time 
lit's doubted that the French would 
want to repeat on last year's at 
jrangements which called for the 
setting up of a 300,000,000 francs 
($800,000) fund out of which in- 
centive payments for local produc 


(Continued on page 15) 


port 


NORD 3-D IN L.A. TEST 


Nord single-strip 3-D system is 
demonstrations in 
mid-July, Edward Lachman, Nord 
‘sales topper, said in N.Y. Monday 
(6). He added that the Nord equip- 
ment was currently on the way 
west. 
Lachman 
producer of the 
release, “I, The 


due for Coast 


| 
MID-JULY: FOR ‘JURY’? 
| 


said Victor Saville 
United Artists 3-D 
Jury,” was satis- 
fied with tests of one reel of his 
pic in the Nord Process, and that 
it wus his understanding Saville 
planned to have the rest of the 
film made up in the same method 
The Nord system employs only 
one projector and a single strip of 
film. 

Nord is all set to 
the 3-D projection equipment and 
at the moment isn’t anxious to 
push its 3-D camera, Lachman as 
serted. He added that, if Saville 
gives the go-ahead, the Nord 
equipment would be ready just in 
time to be of use in the subsequent 
runs for “Jury” which, he added 
are the ones that need it most. 

Exhibs will be able to install the 
{Nord Process for “well under 
$2,000," Lachman stated 


manufacture 





Canals to Tokyo 


Richard Canals, RKO manager in 


|upped to supervisor of the Far) 


| Fastern division. He’s now en route 
to Tokyo, where he'll headquarter. 

Canals also will serve as man- 
ager for Japan, replacing William 
Schwartz. Latter is to be given a 
new assignment, 


ly not be renewed. Polaroid execs 
have been talking to Nationai 
Screen for some time and a dis 
tribution arrangement is under- 
stood to be pending. If consum 
mated, it would mean that NSS 
could handle glasses along with 
trailers and accessories, with ex- 
hibs making their own arrange- 
ments 

Gunzburg system nevel did 
work out too. satisfactorily Dis 
tribs, anxious to safeguard § their 
interest in 3-D pix as well as that 
of the theatres, originally bought 
viewers outright for 10c, Later this 
was changed so that distribs would 
still order the glasses, but would 
plunk down only a le. advance 
payment Regardless they fre 
quently got stuck, with exhibs 
managing to secure their own sup 

(Continued on page 14) 


‘Too Many’ Clients Trod 
Legiter Carpet; Shuberts 
Bill Cinerama for 146 


Too much biz resulting in “ex- 
cessive wear and tear” of the or 
|chestra carpet of the Broadway 
Theatre, N. Y., has resulted in an 
j}unusual hassle between the Shu- 


| house 


'orchestra carpet was worn out, 


z. © 


| has been appointed an attorney 


\the Philippines since 1949, has been | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| ment 
| Cinerama, 


| take, 
| was beyond 


berts and Cinerama, whose medium 
was on display at the Shubert 
prior to its move to the 
Warner. Under terms of the agree 
between the Shuberts and 
latter was to restore the 
house to its original status except 
for “reasonable wear and tear.” 
However, the Shuberts, who were 
receiving a percentage of the bo 
charged the wear and tear 
“reasonable.” Theatre 
complained so many pecple 
to see Cinerama that the 
and 
installation 


ops 
came 


demanded $14,000 for 
of a new carpet 
Dispute is still unre 


olved. Shu 


berts have a substantial sum on 
hand, which was deposited by Cin 
erama for restoration purposes. 
The widescreen outfit still hasn't 
received all the bills A Cinerama 
source indicated, however, that il 
the carpet cost is included, Cinet 


ama will take action to recover it. 

It's figured that complete resto 
ration costs will amount to about 
$40,000. In addition to the carpet 
hassle, there's disagreement on 
other costs. Cinerama Claims that 
Shuberts made the widescreen com 
pany work overtime to get the 
house ready for “South Pacific.” 
However, when the entry of the 
legituner was delayed a week, Cin 
erama says the Shuberts charged 
an extra week's rent 


E.C. Grainger, Jr., to D.C. 


Edmund C. Grainger, Jr., son of 
Grainger, head of the RKO 
Theatres film booking department, 
in 
of 
in 


the office 
General 


the tax division in 
the U. S. Attorney 
Washington. 

Young Grainger had been asso- 
ciated with the law firm of O’Brien, 
Driscoll & Raftery for three years. 
Previous to this he was with Simp- 
son, Thacher & Bartlett for five 


| years. 





ete 
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First-Runs Upbeating L.A. Week; 
‘Moon Smash $25,000 for Two Spots, 


Maze’ Close 


Los Angeles, July 7. 
First-runs are mostly upbeating 
this week with the weekend holi- 
day trade generally healthy in 
most spots and standout in others 
A smash $25,000 or near is going 
to “Moon Is Blue” in two small 


showcases, with record biz at the | 
Four Star. “The Maze” is an ex-} 
cellent $35,000 or close at two loca- | 

i 


tions 

Near sock $9,000 is shaping fo) 
“Sea Around Us” at the tiny Fine 
Arts while “White Witch Doctor” 
is a hearty $14,000 at the Wilshire 
“Dangerous When Wet” is just 
medium $15,000 in two sites and 
“All I Desire’ a moderate $20,000 
at three spots. “Shane,” with 
26.000 in the fifth week, and 
“Cinerama” at $36,000 in the 10th 
week. are socko holdovers. Others 
are fair at best. 

Estimates for This Week 

Four Star, Rialto (UATC-Metro- 
politan) (900; 839; 80-$1.20) 
“Moon Is Blue” ‘UA), Smash 
$25,000. Last week, Four Sta 


“Juggler” (Col) (5th wk-5 days), | 


$2,800. 

Orpheum, Vogue (Metropolitan- 
FWC) (2.213: 885; 60-$1.10) — 
“Dangerous When Wet” (M-G) and 
“Rattles Chief Pontiac’ (Indie) 
(Orpheum only). Medium $15,000. 
Last week, Vogue, “Lili’’ (M-G) 
(15th wk), $4,900. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 80-$1.50) 


—"'White Witch Doctor” (20th). 
Hearty $14,000. Last week, 
“Desert Rats” (20th) (8th wk), 
$1,100. 


Fine Arts (FWC) (679; 80-$1.50) 
—‘"Sea Around Us” (RKO). Sock 
$9,000 or near. Last week, “Im- 
portance Being Earnest” (U) (11th 
wk-8 days), finished enforced stay 
with $1,000. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (AB-PT-F&M) (3,300; 1,430; 
95-$1.50)——‘The Maze” (AA), Ex- 
cellent $35,000. Last week, L. A. 


Par., ‘Marshall's Daughter’ (UA)} 
with Ken Murray, Spade Cooley, | 


Jimmy Wakely heading stage bill, 
$26,000. 

Los Angeles, Rite, Iris (FWC) 
(2.097: 1,370; 814; 70-$1.10) —"All 
1 Desire” (U) and “Crash of Sil- 
ence” (U). Moderate $20,000. Last 
week, “Hannah Lee” (Indie) and 
“Loose in London” (AA), $15,600. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKQ) (2,- 
752: 2.812; 60-$1.10)\—"‘Beast 20,000 
Fathoms” (WB) and “Night With- 
out Stars” (RKO) (2d wk). Off to 
$18,000. Last week, $39,100. 

Downtown, Wiltern, Beverly Hills 
(SW) (1,757; 2,344; 1,612; 70-$1.r0) 
— “Let's Do Again” (Col) and 
“Spaceways” (Lip) (2d wk). Light 
$17,000. Last week, $25,000. 

United Artists, Hawaii (UATC- 
G&S) (2,100; 1,106; 95-$1,50) — 
*Sangaree” (Par) (2d wk). Mild 
$12,000. Last week, $17,500, plus 
$32,900 in four ozoners. 

Loew's State, Egyptian (UATC! 
(2.404; 1,538; 95-$1.50) — “Arena” 
(M-G) and “Johnny, Giant Killer” 
(Lip) (2d wk). Dull $10,000. Last 
week, $14,600. 

Globe, Uptown, Loyola (FWC) 
782; 1,715; 1,248; 70-$1.10) — 
“Hannah Lee” (Indie) and “Loose 
in London” (AA) (m.o.). Slow 
$9,000. Last week, “Shoot First” 
(UA) and “Genghis Khan” (UA). 
$12,200. 

Chinese (FWC) (2,048: $1-$1.80) 
—‘‘Shane” (Par) (5th wk). Great 
$26,000. Last week, $25,000, 

Hollywood (SW) (1,364; $1.20- 
$2.80) — “Cinerama”™ (Indie) (10th 
wk). Socko $36,000. Last week, 
$35,100. 


‘SHANE’ SMASH $25,000, 





L'VILLE; ‘WOMAN’ OKE 76 


Louisville, July 7. 

Vith more temperate thermo- 
meter readings over the July 4th 
weekend, downtown houses are 
gelling a heavy play from patrons. 
Rialto, with “Shane,” wide vision, 


stereophonic sound film, looks like 


the biggest thing to hit town in 
many a day. “South Sea Woman” 
at the Mary Anderson, is clicking. 
“Girl Who Had 


modest returns. 
Estimates for This Week 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 50- and “Savage Frontier” (Rep). Slow, (M-G). Brisk $13,500. Last 


+ 








Everything,” 
dualled with “Remains to Be 
Seen” at the State, is shaping for 


to $35,000 at Two 





| Broadway Grosses 

} 

Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $628,500 
(Based on 23 theatres) 
Last Year $538,500 
(Based on 21 theatres) 


Feather Bright 
$18,000 in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, July 7. 
Stanley is leading the town with 
stout biz on “Charge at Feather 
River” and holds for a second 
| week. Harris is offish with “Powder 
tiver.” Ditto the 
“Francis Covers the Big Town.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— 
“Francis Covers Big Town” (U). 
| Dull $5,000. Last week, “Pickup on 








‘Beast’ Big 1146, Prov; 
‘Wet’ Refreshing $11,000 


Providence, July 7. 

Steady diet of radio and TV 
plugs have RKO Albee leading the 
town this week with “The Beast 
from 20,000 Fathoms.” The hot 
holiday weekend had most theatre- 
goers out of town and cut a healthy 
slice out of grosses. Loew’s State 
fairly steady with “Dangerous 
When Wet.” Majestic oke with 
“South Sea Women.” Strand 
opened nicely with “Let’s Do It 
Again.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)-— 
“Beast from 20,000 Fathoms” (WB) 
and “Blades of Musketeers” (In- 





Fulton with 


die). Solid airwaves exploitation 
helping this one to very nice $11,- 


+ 500 Last week, “Split Second” 


RKO) and “Below Sahara” (RKO), 
fair $6,500. 
| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
}“South Sea Woman” (WB) add 
i ‘‘Bowery Boys Loose In London” 
(AA). Good $8,000. Last week, 
|*‘Powder River” (20th) and “The 
System” (WB), so-so $6,000. 
| State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Dangerous When Wet” (M-G) and 
“Fast Company” (M-G). Fairly 
| good $11,000. Last week, “Arena” 
(M-G) and “Slight Case of Lar- 
| ceny” (M-G), okeh $10,500. 


Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) | 


“Let’s Do It Again” (Par) and 
| ‘Mission Over Korea” (Col). 
| Opened Monday (6). Last week 
| Vanquished” (Par) and “Fort Ven- 
| Beance” (AA), fair $6,000. 





| South St.” (20th) (2d wk), okay} 


$6,000. 


| ‘Powder River’ (20th). Off to 
| $5.000. Last week, “Glory Brigade”’ 
} (20th), $5,500. 
| Penn (Loew's) (3,300; 50-85)— 
'“Dangerous When Wet" (M-G) 
| Up over recent weeks with $13,000 
| but a bit disappointing for holiday 
| week. Last week, “Story of Three 
Loves” (M-G), $10,000. 

Squirrel Hill (WB) (900; 50-85)— 
i“Tales of Hoffmann” (UA). First 
time at pop prices and _ hitting 


hold. Last week, “Queen is Crown- 


lea” (8d wk) (U), $2,000 


hefty $3,000, more than enough to | 


“Stiff Sock 326 
Hi: is (Harris) (2,200; 50-85)— | { 
| arris I 1s ] , 


‘Stalag’ 196; Philly 


Philadelphia, July 7. 

Pleasant holiday weekend 
weather helped stimulate _ busi- 
iness for new film fare in the 
|downtown area. Pacing the field 
(is the Martin & Lewis starrer, 
“Scared Stiff,” which opened 
strongly at the Mastbaum. “Stalag 
17” also preemed to good biz at 





Stanley (WB) (3,800; 50-85)—|the Boyd. 


“Charge at Feather River’ (WB). 
Great $18,000 and_ holds. Last 


| only $8,500. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 50-85) — 


|The Maze” (AA) (2d wk). Better | 


than $6,000 after fine $10,000 last 
, week. 


‘Houdini’ $9,500 Tops 
Seattle; ‘Wet’ Oke 86, 


Seattle, July 7. 
With the “Moulin” run of almost 
three months finally ending at the 
| Blue Mouse, this Hamrick house is 





| taking “Queen Is Crowned” for | 


second stanza, after fair opener at 
ithe Music Hall. At all other first- 
runs, the fare is brand new for 
catching the holiday dough. But 
| weather was better for the beaches, 
|} however, than inside’ entertain- 
ment. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Blue Mouse ‘Hamrick) (800; 65- 
| 90\—"‘Queen Is Crowned” (U) and 
| “Promoter” (20th) (2d wk). Nice 
| $4,500. Last week, (90-$1)—‘Mou- 
lin Rouge’ (UA), in 12th week 
settled for grand enough $4,300. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829; 65- 
| 90'\—“Houdini” (Par) and ‘“Slash- 
} er” (Lip). Swell $9,500 to top town. 
| Last week, “Roar of Crowd” (AA) 
'and “Son Belle Starr” (AA), nifty 
$8,700. 





Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2.366: 
65-90'\—"Let’s Do It Again” (Col) 
and “Ghost Ship” (Lip). Mild 
| $6.500. Last week, “Farmer Takes 
Wife” (20th) and “Man on Tight 
| Rope” (20th). Ten days, solid 
| $11,400. 


| Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) 


|—"Francis Covers Town” (U) and 
i“Column South” (U). Fair $6,500. 
Last week, third stanza, four days 
of “Beast 20.000 Fathoms” (WB), 
moderate $2,800. 

| Musie Hall (Hamrick) (2,263: 65- 
| § )— “Dangerous When Wet” 
| (M-G) and “Night Without Stars” 
| (RKO). Okay $8.000. Last week, 
“Queen Crowned” (U) and “Pro- 
moter” (U). Big $12,500. 

| Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700: 65- 
/90\—“South Sea Woman" (WB) 








| 


75\—“Farmer Takes Wife” (20th)! $5.500. Last week, (84-95) “Arena” 


and “Jalopy” (AA), oke $4.000. | 
Last week, “Take Me to Town” 
(U) and “Lone Hand” (U), modest 


$3,500. 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
$0-75)—"‘South Sea Woman” (WB). 


Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039: 
| 84-95) —"The Maze” (AA-3D) and 
|“Loose in London” (AA). Fair 
| $7,000. Last week, ‘“Sangaree” 


week, “South Sea Woman” (W | eYoung Bess” (M-G), 


‘Woman’ Slow $5,500, 


(M-G); 3D) and “Slight Case of, f 
Larceny” (M-G). So-so at $7,600. | 


Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1.20)— 
Very good 
$13,500. Last week, “Lili” (M-G) 
| (7th wk), comfortable $5,000. 
} Boyd (SW) (2,360: 50-99) — 
“Stalag 17” (Par). Nice $19,000 
Last week, “Affair with Stranger” 
RKO), mild $11,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250: 99-$1.25) — 
“Powder River” (20th). Good $15.- 
000. Last week, “Hannah Lee” 
(Indie), nice $19,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200: 50- 
99)—"“All I Desire” (U), Fast $16.- 
000. Last week, “Raiders. of 
Seven Seas” (UA), good $10,000. 

Mastbaum (SW) (4.360: 90-$1.25) 
| —‘‘Seared Stiff” (Par). Terrific 
| $32,000. Last week, “Shane” (Par) 
| (Sth wk), dipped to $11,000. 
Midtown (Goldman) (1,000: 90- 
| $1.30) — “Dream Wife” (M-G). 
'Good $13.300. Last week, “Story 
lof Three Loves” (M-G) (4th wk), 
l fine $9,000. 

Randoiph (Goldinan) (2,500; 99- 
1.30)\—“Came From Outer Space” 
(U) (2d wk). Okay $14,000. Last 
week, $29,000. 

Stanley (SW) (2.900; 50-99) — 
“Beast From 20.000 
(WB) (2d wk). Fair $10,500. Last 
week, $17,000. 

Stanton (SW) (1.473: 50-99) — 
“Sioux Uprising’ (UA). Good 
| $11,000. Last week, “Maze” (AA). 
| $10,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500: 90-$1.50) 
i'—"Moulin Rouge” (UA) (17th wk). 


| Exceptional $8,000. Last week, 
| same, 


| 


| 


‘3D Ups Balto; ‘Space’ 











Hot 176, ‘Sangaree’ 15G. 


: Baltimore, July 7. 
Pix grosses show a slight climb 
| here this week with holiday week- 
| end and fresh product as contribut- 

ing factors, Two new depthies, “It 
,Came From Outer Space” at’ the 
; Town and “Sangaree” at Keith's, 
| are both strong grossers, indicating 
large interest in 3-D hereabouts. 
| porous When Wet” at the Cen- 
ury Is proving to be potent while 
| ccenee.s 4 
| “White Witch Doctor” at the New 
| looks okay. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Century (Loew's-UA) (3,000; 20- 
, 70) — “Dangerous When Wet” 
“Scandal at Scourie” (M-G) 56.206 
or 5 days. ; aaa 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,100; 


50-$1.25)—"The Maze” (AA) (2d/ 


| Wk). Dipping to $7,800 after $14,000 
| Opener. 


| Keith's (Schanberger) (2,400: 45- 


Good $7,000. Last week, “Beast|(Par-3D) and “Stolen Identity” | $1.10)—"Sangaree” (Par). Steady 


(Continued on page 20) 


(Indie), (2d wk). Good $8,400. 


i (Continued on page 20) 





Fathoms” | 


Heat, Holdovers Slow D.C. Boxoffice:. 
‘Scandal’ $18,000, Scared’ $12.00) 


Washington, July 7. 
Situation is spotty in the mid. 
town film showcases, due to heat 
and several holdovers. Two 3-)) 
opuses, “Fort Ti” and “[t Cs, 
Estimated Total Gross From Outer Space,” are settings 
This Week $2,523,300 | sizzling pace. Second week of 
(Based on 22 cities, and 205 | “Scared Stiff’ has slumped. “J, 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- | gler” is gathering boxoffice pace 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 





oo * 


Key City Grosses 











i while “Scandal At Scourie” 
along comfortably. 


Last Year $2,216,760 Estimates for This Week 
(Based on 23 cities,and 191 {| Capitol (Loew’s) (3,434: 55-95 
theatres.) | “Scandal At Scourie” (M-G 





vaude, Pleasant $18.000. I 


| week, “Arena” (M-G) plus va 


¢ 2 e | at tilted scale, nice $22,000. 
j ; Columbia (Loew’s) (1,174; 55-; 
as IC 9 j|—‘Farmer Takes Wife 2 


so-so $8,000. Last week, “Dy { 
| Rats” (20th) (2d wk) $5.000 for 


6 ’ ° Rats” ) 
Maze’ 196 in Hub |*retené opens or: 9951) 


“Magic Box” (Indie) $4,500. Last 

|} week, “Man on Tightrope” (20t})) 
9 . j > : « 

Biggest noise this sesh is “Beast | 6th wk), $2,900 for five day 


From 20,000 Fathoms” at Memo- arte an cee ee ee % 
rial, with rest of town not too bad | co. ¢95 000 at tilted scale L.; 


| for this time of year, “The Maze,”| | eek, “Gunsmoke” (U). Thin 
| 
| 
| 


en 





Boston, July 7. 





“ > ore Ta ey | 
at the Paramount and Fenway, $7,000 at regular scale. 











wn 








{shapes fairish. “Danerous When | hee . , 
Wet” opened fairly strong at the | Metropolitan (SW) (1.200; 55-i 
State and Orpheum Sat. (4). “Hou- | — “Tall Texan (Lip), fair $4,500, 
dini’ at the Met is mild but “Let's | Last week, “Tarzan She Devil” 
Do It Again” at the Astor, fairly | (RKO) $4,600. ; - ee 
good. \ Palace (Loew s) (2,370; 55-85) — 
Estimates For This Week Scared Stiff (F ar) down to $12. 
Astor (1,500; 60-$1.20)—“Let’s | 900 for second week after a potent 
Do It Again” (Col). Steady $11,500 | $21,000 in initial stanza, 
shapes. * Last week, “Volcano” Playhouse (Lopert) (435; 55-$1) 
(UA) (2d wk). Sluggish $4,100. | “Lili” (M-G). Handsome $5,000 
Boston (RKO) (3.000: 50-90) — | a week and holds. Last Wee K, 
“Sioux Uprising” (U) and “In O]d | ?*s.°*: ' ea: Games He 
California” (Rep-reissue). Near | anaes p cade ape po pong am 
$8,500 looms. Last week, “Kiss cf | th ry" D ° at oo aa  10F 
Death” (20th) and “Road House”| \Aticutariy good cinee film yeaa 
(20th) (reissues). Fair $7,500. | Dartecurarty ne 2 film is day 
. enn. |} and dating with the first run nabe 
Fxeter (Indie) 1,300; 60-$1.)— | Ambassad Theatr L: 
“Queen is Crowned” U) (5th wk). “Be  e “30.000 vo Pee 
Holding to oke $11,000 for fifth| whi si1490, roe 
— following neat $13,000 for Trans-Lux ‘T-L) (600: 55-$1) 
ourth, ‘ are ‘now OF & weg 
: i - . “Juggler” (Col). Cozy $7,500 for 
Fenway (NET) (1,373; 60-$1).—J] 4.7: ; “ka. ” 
“The Maze” (AA) ‘and “Son ‘of | (C01) $3900" for 12th and tinal 
Belle Starr’ (AA). Nice $5.000. a "a ™ — 
Last week, “Jamaica Run” (Par) | “°°™ 
ry? “Spaceways” (Lip). Fair 
000. . 
aMemorial (RKO) (3.000; 50-90)— Portland Perky With 
“Beast From 20,000 Fathoms” (WB) our ) 
and “Siren of Bagdad” (Col). Lead- $ 
ing “ec with slick $23,000. Last Witch Sharp 10,500, 
week, “Francis Covers Big Town” . 
(‘U) and “Glory at Sea” (Indie). Ft. Ti Hot 96, Wet OG 
Slender $10,000. Portland, Ore., July 7 
Metropolitan (NET) (4.367; 50-90) Biz continues to perk at nearly 
—"Houdini” (Par) and “Murder! all first-run houses with strong 
Without Tears” (AA), so-so $14,500. product showing “White Witch 
Last week, ‘Scared Stiff” (Par) and| Doctor” shapes best at the Or- 
eb te eat ok Not bad $15,- pheum and Oriental. “Fort Ti” is 
or seco week. Ss ari , 27aramo : 
Orpheum (Loew’s) (3,000; 50-90) iu" Genk tale ge ene 
—‘Dangerous When Wet” (M-G)| after increased biz last sesh at the 
and “Giass Wall” (Col). Accept-| Guild. 
able $15,000. Last week, “Fort Ti” “Dangerous When Wet” holds a 
(Col) and “Problem Girls” (Col).| second stanza at the United Artisis 
Built to nice $16,500. _| after a sad opener. ‘‘Wet” had a 
Paramount (NET) (1,700; 60-$1)| big promotion stint by field man 
—“The Maze” (AA) and “Son of | and house manager and no returns. 
Belle Starr” (AA). Good $14,000. | Solid dualer at the Broadway may 
— + ne “Jamaica Run” (Par) | be sleeper, ; . 
and “Spaceways” (Lip), $10,500. ; i y 
Siete’ (Leon's) (3.500: 50-90)-— Estimates for This Week ; 
“Dangerous When Wet” (M-G) and| Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 65-90) 
“Glass Wall” (Col). Fair $7,500.| It Happens Every Thursday 
Last w ORD. a. 6 ‘U) and “The Lone Hand” ‘U). 
week, “Fort Ti Col) and Mi = b ae 
“Problem Girls” (Col ), Oke $9,000. | 4 lild $5,500. Last week, By Light 
= ported or A _ en 
e e i Is Crowned” ( ( wk), ' , 
Holiday Perks Cincy; ‘Wet? ., Guild, ‘Parker ‘400; 's1.00-— 
| “Lili” (M-G) (7th wk). Tall $2.300. 
. ‘Dp; ’ Last week, bui 400. Film 
Brisk 116, ‘River’ Fast 19G) f° srcek, Put fo 82400. Fin 
Cincinnati, July 7. innings at this small art spot. 
Holiday help is apparent in a: Liberty. (Hamrick) (1.875; 65-90) 
eral improvement of trade at ma-| 7 Dream Wife” (M-G) and “Code 
jor houses this week. A better-| 1WO” ‘M-G). Good $8,000. Last 
than-par lineup of new bills is|WeeK, “Remains To Be Seen" 
fronted by “Charge at Feather | (M-G) and “Fast Company” ‘M-G', 
River,” which is lifting the Albee | $7,300. ; 
to a tall take. Palace has a winner! ..Mayfair (Evergreen) (1.560 AS 
in “Dangerous When Wet” and, 90) — “The Neanderthal Man 
Keith's appears stacked in clover| (Indie) and “That | Man From 
on “White Witch Doctor.” “Story| Tangier” (Indie). So-so $3,400. 
of Three Loves” at the Capitol and | Last week, “Raiders of the Seven 
“Remains To Be Seen” at the! Seas’ (UA) and “Phantom From 
Grand shape SO-SO. Space” (Indie), $5,300. ” 
ape etimates for This Week Ps = Se (2,000; “ee 
Albee (RKO) (3.100: 75-$1)-—| 90/—‘“White Witch Doctor” (20th 
“Charge at Feather River” (wp) | and “Bandits of Corsica” (‘LA 
Sock $19.000. Lask week, “Arena” | day-date with Orpheum. Fine $2.- 
ae $10,500. pg six days. Last week. Nh ae 
Sapitol (RKO) (2,000: 55-85)—/|er Takes Wife” (20th) and “Man 
“Story of Three Loves” iMG) oad On Tightrope” (20th), day-date 
“A Slight Case of Larceny” (M-G),| With Orpheum. $2,600. 
So-so $6,500. Last week, “Jamaica Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 65- 
come and “Monsoon” (UA), ot ee Witch Doctor” (20th) 
.000. and “Bandits of Corsica’ (UA, 
Grand (RKO) (1,400: 55-85) —/also Oriental. Neat $7,500. Last 
“Remains to be Seen“ (M-G) and} week, “Farmer Takes Wife” (20th! 
“Bright Road” (M-G). Mild $6,000.| and “Man On Tightrope” (20th), 
| Same last week for “Beast From/| also Oriental, $6.900. 
| 20,000 Fathoms” (WB) (m.o.) at 75- searemount (Evergreen) A ys 
scale. 75-$1.10)—"Fort Ti’ (Col), ad 
| Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 55-85)—j| vanced prices. Excellent $8.800. 
“White Witch Doctor’ (20th).| Last week, “The Maze” (AA) and 
| Pleasing $7,500. Last week, “Fran-| “Loose In London” (AA), upped 
cs Covers Big Town” (U), $6.000. | prices, $8,500. - 
upp alace (RKO) (2,600; 55-85)—| United Artists (Parker) (890; 65- 
|“Dangerous When Wet” (M-G).|90)—“Dangerous When Wet” (M-G) 
| Wife’ sara dant reek. “Dream | (2d wk). Thin $5,000. Last week, 
e \.l- , ’ . 





i sad $5,200 after big promotion. 














Wednesday, July 8, 1953 


H. O's Lift Chi Despite Heat; Blue 
Smash 386, 2d; ‘Sioux’-Damone Hefty 
$43,000, 2d; 3-D ‘Lee’ Sock $15,000 


VARIETY 


Star P.A.’s Push ‘Again’ To 
| Te r 
Fat 9G, ‘Witch’ 18G; K.C. 
Kansas City, July 7. 
Biz is moderately good for the 
holiday week, with strong entries 
in “White Witch Doctor” in the 
Fox Midwest first runs and 
“Dangerous When Wet" at the 
Midland. Paramount doing okay 
with “Let's Do It Again,” kicked 
off by personal appearances three 


PICTURE GROSSES 9 


OK Bway Holiday B.0.; Stalag’ 446 
Stiff Sock 506, ‘Houdini Smash 216, 
‘Wet’ Fine 1256, ‘Beast’ Thinner 676 














ee v7 opening days by Aldo Ray, Rose- ' ‘ 

Hot weather Peay a nw: a a marie "Rawle and Mona Knox Although Broadway biz was not eight acts of vaudeville. Current 
me “a pec reson ciate” teal” de Estimates Are Net “Queen Is Crowned” at Vogue and | UP to expectations ovel the July | session ending tomorrow (Thurs) 
oe led ighttimes to stand- vil ‘Mas Anttemion ae + }Lil’’ at Kimo continue extended 4th weekend, the overall picture is | looms okay $16,000 Last week, 
Loop filled up nigh $ tO Sté Film gross estimates as re- ; : ‘relatively good due primarily to} “Lo i e” te rild $14,000 

at most houses. Overall fare te -ewi jruns. Heat wave continues relauly g due primaril ( an mild $ OK 
out biz at mos | t-of-towners, and ported herewith from the vari- Estimates for This Week such stout new comers as “Stalag! Paramount (Par) (3.664; 80-$1.80) 

oe ae _—* oe —~ ous key cities, are net; i. e., Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 65-85) — 17,” “Seared Stiff,” “Houdini” and “Beast from 20,000 Fathoms” 
while fou a, ag oo without the 20% tax. Distrib- “Lili”? (M-G) (8th wk Nifty | White Witch Doctor.” First three | (WB) (3d wk), plus Don Cornell, 
second aes entries are Grawing utors share on net take, when $2,000 and holds. Last week. fine | PX are registering exceptional biz} Frank Fontaine, DeMarco Sisters, 
strongest. ‘ playing percentage, hence th > 4) ; for this time of yea Bobby Byrne Orch onstage. Second 

‘nla 3- ic dow wn is “Hanna Pir : ge, hence the p<. -00 : : jnwe : > , , de ; Tie 

: Sole bate A do © $35,000 Rage estimated figures are net in- Midland (Loew's 3.500: 50-75 Deluxers found the holiday take stan a ended last night | rues » off 
e Lee Aa pang wet “we apo ce come. —“Dangerous When Wet” (M-G) somewhat disappointing since most/ to $67,000 after initial week's big 

) a 2 G . ae on  aaone “es *n ‘ , . e le v ‘ . 7 ; . , ‘ . 

i get par Bien of “Lone Hand” and rhe parenthetic admission j|and “Code Two" (M-G Nice — a a ea to ‘ : : — $1 ‘ ow saat S . oe $1.80) 
“Lav and Order” at Roosevelt prices, however, as indicated, | $11,000. Last week, “Man in the ss = ane ! ae ge A send Poni Pe on 8 ae <— 

ek it Pe , atrone inc r s . | Dark” (Col) and ‘“‘Ambush at Toma- aC Seplaceu tae : ve nes a ee a 
—_ tt ing Sight $6,500 fo Surf — ee ee hawk Gap” (Col Fair $9,000 wave. Breach usually is filled by) wk). Eighth round ended Sunday 
should bring br ’ : aX, : "RE 





| tourists but latter failed to fill the | (5) was nice $10,000 


nabbed $9,500 


Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 50-75) — Seventh week 





for “Mr. Potts Goes to Moscow” 











: “Ca. ” roy) “Re gup 

and hearty $6,000 to World for | ¢ ; ane ee ee) Mediocre | Aided by fine reviews, “Stalag"| ‘Rivet, (UAT) (2,092; 95-$2)— 
“Seven Deadly Sins. $5,000 ” Pos week. “Desert Sor »* | is sighting a mighty $44,000 at the | “Salome” (Col) (15th wk). Holding 

In second frame “Beast from | Ga er ot (WB) : ory Bi :F sree 2 (RKO) | Astor where it winds up its initial | nicely at $11,000 after $12,500 last 
20.000 Fathoms” dipped to $17,000 | ) te ba ane aon fib ge SR ‘| week today (Wed.). Figure report-| week. “Dream Wife” (M-G) due in 
at the United Artists, and “Moon once st (Tri-States) (1.900:| edly is the best for the house in| July 22 
Is Blue” is smash $38,000 at the 6 ’ ] 50 75) “Let's Do it A sain” (Col) four years. “Seared Stiff,’ which! Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
Woods. “Dangerous When Wet eve e et | with Al 7 ” R: y "Ro re Bowie | Opened regular performances at | fellers) (5,945; 90-$2.40)—"Danger- 
looks tine $22,000 at the Oriental, 69 2 can th —s a. a ? > ieuoaian the Maytair Friday (3) after a!ous When Wet" (M-G) and *stage- 
while “Great Sioux Uprising” with ri 1s gor yeaa ‘s hel od Thursday night “spook” preem, is} show (3d wk). Third and_ final 
Vic Damone onstage at the Chicago Cleveland, July 7. i p Boa : roy b Xs ~ ne hie 7 sey eget: nig BPR latauee ending today (Wed) teoks 
reaps hefty $43,000. Usual holiday distractions and ry Run” (Par) ee $5 500 “Houdini” is giving the small! comfortable $125,000 after fancy 

Potent $10,000 is promised for) competitive events took toll on| “eae. Heketen. Fairway. Gra.| Holiday its best gross in months | $126,000 for the second frame. 
“Story of Three Loves” in third | downtown houses, producing some gut alae Midwest? (2 100: 2 043:| With a smash $21,500 seen for the | “Band Wagon" (M-G) opens to- 
stanza at Monroe. ‘Queen Is |mish-mash = grosses. “Dangerous | 799: 1 917: "50-75)——“"White Witch | week ending today (Wed.). “White | morrow (Thurs.) 
Crowned” continues to hold with! When Wet” is doing fastest swim- | po ‘tor’ (20th) lus “Love Island” | Witeh Doctor,’’ plus ice show on-}| Roxy (20th) (5,886; 50-$2.20)— 
sicek $8,000 for fourth week at) ming for State but not rolling up (Ast r) ok aauer and Granada. Big | stage including Sid Stone and The “White Witch Doctor’ (20th) (2d 
Telenews, and “Lili” heads for) any big waves. “Farmer Takes $18,000 tN boon cies per sre. | Bruises, looks a healthy $80,000 on | wk), plus ice show and Sid Stone. 
perky $4,500 at the Ziegfeld. | Wite” may land better than aver- | vie, ‘and extra shows Past its initial stanza. “Dangerous When! The Bruises onstage. First frame 
“Shane” rides on to excellent $22,- age biz for Palace, according to nde “Girl Maat Tone” (30th) and | Wet” winds up a three-week stand | ended vesterday (Tues.) was 
000 in fifth frame at the State-| good getaway. “Pickup on South “Born Py Saddle” (Indie) also with 'at the Radio City Music Hall | healthy $80,000. In ahead, “Pickup 
Lake. Street” at Hipp and “Charge at extras hefty $19,000 : | tomorrow (Wed.) with a comfort-} on South St.” (20th) (2d wk) with 

j Estimates for This Week Feather River” at Allen are get- Vogue (Golden) (550: 65-85) —| able $125,000 iceshow, mild $60,000 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) | ting along okay considering dis- “Queen Is Crowned” (U) (4th wk). | “Beast From 20,000 Fathoms'’ State (Loew's) (3,450; 85-$1.80) 





—“‘Great Sioux Uprising” (U) (2d/ruptive Fouth of July effect. aie, Qn as mared act | dipped to $67,000 in its holdover | —‘It Came from Outer Space” (U) 
) en ace eae tan ee Estimates for This Week seek ieaiay $9,700 — frame at the Paramount, where (4th wk). Third round ended last 
Heads for fast $43,000. Last week, Allen (S-W) (3,000; 75-$1) — ” : ed gt fal ; | stage fare is headed by Don Cor-| night (Tues.) was okay $18,000 





$55,000. “Charge at Feather River’ (WB) nell, Frank Fontaine, Five DeMarco | after sock $29,000 for second week. 

















Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98)—/ Neat $16,000 and holding. Last] 6 9 7 Sisters and Bobby Byrne's band.| “Arena” (M-G) due in July 15. 
“Hanna Lee” (Indie) and “Siren of | week, “South Sea Woman” (WB), ] Par, Roxy and Hall, incidentally, Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
a. (Col). sent $18,000 Tay | ordinary $11,000. e 9 }~ cee extra shows on the | Praag | . oe) — 
should reap excellen : . Last! Hipp (Telemanagement) (3,700; | Fourth (Sat.) | day Fee day-and-date with Vic- 
week, “Jack McCall, Desperado” | 55-85) —“Pick Up on South Street”’ ‘ 9 “Melba” is displaying ample |toria. “Paris Express” (Indie) (4th 
(Col) and “Battles of Chief Pontiac” | (Col). Oke $20,000 and _ stays. e strength at the Capitol with a}! wk), in ahead, wound up with 
(Col) (ist wk), $9,000. Last. week, “Glory Brigade” and e . aze strong $32,000 for its second stanza. | $6,200 on final round. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 55-98\—-| “Powder River” (20th), $12,000. ’ | Still strong at the Guild is “Queen Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
*Stor . Thre s” (M-G) ¢;: y > itv) (5 —= | Is Crow ” British i ‘ld at | 90- 5 “The S 5 Js” 
v t Pine $10,000 Last sas yang geamee bsaw tgp ga Detroit, July 7. | cout $21,000 Ge ius taeee onaed (REO) potions hae le vg: Bho 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400;  98)—| week. “Man in Dark” (Col), house’s Perfect outdoor summer weather | ended Saturday (4). “Salome,” an- | “Bellissima” (IFE) (7th wk) fin- 
“Dangerous When Wet” (M-G) (2d| first 3-Der, poor $1,500 in five rae the a ogee Pca sang th other long-runner, continues brisk | ished run with modest $2,700 on 
wk Comfortable 22,000. Last 1s roit population out onto the road | a+ the Rivoli in its 14th week with | final frame. 
week, $28,000. ° i (Loew's) (1,200; 55-85) but brought in enough sightseers | around $11 000 °  heane-Lax 52d St. (T-L) (540; 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98/— | “Fair Wind to Java” (Rep) Nice | to hold the picture fairly steady Next week looms big what with | 90-$1.50)—"Lili’ (M-G) (18th wk). 
“Lone Hand” (U) and “Law and} $6,000. Last week, “Arena” (M-G)| ‘This is Cinerama,” in its 16th} such b.o. centenders as “The Band| The 17th sesh ended Monday (6) 
Order” (U). Western duo should! (m.o.), $5,000 a i week, passed the 230.000 mark and | Wagon” preeming at the Hall to-| was nice $6,500 after $6,700 for 
grab good $18,000. Last week,| Palace (RKO) (3,300: 55-85) —/|is still doing mail order biz with | morrow (Thurs.) and the day-and- | 16th week 
“Pony Express” (Par) and “Tropic | “Farmer Takes Wife” (20th). Medi- | 50me_seats on catch-as-catch-can. | date unyeiling of “Moon Is Blue” at|  Vietoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
Zone” (Par) (2d wk), $10,000. locre $8,300 Last week. “Maze” Bstimates for This Week |the Victoria and Sutton. Shriners’ | $1.80)—‘Moon Is Blue’ (UA). 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98-/ (AA), pleasing $12,000. Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-$1) | convention (July 13-17) is also seen | Opens today (Wed.) day-and-date 
$1.25\—"“Shane” (Par) (5th wk).| State (Loew’s) (3.450: 55-85) —|—‘Pickup on South Street” (20th) | as a b.o. stimulant inasmuch as the | with Sutton. “Sangaree” (Par) (4th 
Continues strong with great $22,- | “Dangerous When | Wet" (M-G).| and “All Ashore” (Col) (4th wk).! meet is expected to be attended | wk), in ahead, copped fine $16,000 
00U. Last week, $24,000. Rather smart going at $14,500. | Fine $19,000. Last week, $21,000.| by 100,000 Shriners and their| for final round. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 98\—/| Last week, ‘“Sangaree” (Par), Michigan (United Detroit) (4,-| wives. Warner (Cinerama Productions) 
“Mr. Potts Goes to Moscow” | $12,000. 000; 95-$1.25) — “Sangaree” (Par) | Estimates for This Week 1 (1,600; $1.20-$3.60) — “Cinerama” 
(Indie). Brisk $6,500. Last week,| Stillman (Loew's) 2,700; 55-85)— and “Melody” (RKO-Disney) | Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.50) | (Indie) (Sth wk). Current frame 

limes Gone By” (IFE) (4th wk), | “Scandal at Scourie’ (M-G). Light} Wk). Good $24,000. Last week, | _ stalag 17” (Par) (2d wk), | ending tomorrow (Thurs.) eased to 
$3,500. $7,000. Last week, “Scared Stiff” $18,000. lai | Mighty $44,000 on initial week end- | $48,500 after $50,000 for fourth 

Telenews (Telemanagement) (600; | (Par) (m.o.) (3d wk), same. Palms (UD) (2,961; 95-$1.25) — ing today (Wed.), best in four years. | week 
55-98|\—‘Queen Is Crowned” (U) “Fort Ti’ (Col) and “World's Most | Previous frame hous «gag TT ee eecareeaamaas - 

(4th wk). Splendid $8,000. Last Beautiful Girls” (U) plus “Spooks” | ; — oom — nn Oe 
. Sp 000. La: |ready new widescreen. 


week, $12 000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98'\—" Beast from 20,000 Fathoms” 
(WB: and ‘Magnetic Monster” 


(Col) (2d wk). Up to $33,000. Last | 
week, $19,000. ‘ 

Madison (UD) (1,900; 70-95) —' 
“Maze” (AA). Poor $6,000. Last 


‘Space’ Ternf 306 In 


Holiday Exodus Hurts 
Rainy Toronto, ‘Pickup’ 


Mpls. B.0., But ‘Wet’ 


Baronet (Reade) (430; 90-$1.50) 
‘Tonight at 8:30" (Indie) (6th wk) 


$3,700, same as last week. “Vol- 








(UA) (2d wk). Off to $17,000. Last 
Week, $30,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98- 
$1.25\—“Moon Is Blue” (UA) (2d 


wk!. Still booming at terrific $38,- 


000. Last week, $40,000. 





Neat 11G, ‘Arena’ 1336 


Toronto, July 7. 
Despite two-day downpour, with 


| biz generally off, “It Came From 
| Outer Space” has crashed through 


World (Indie) (587; 98)\~-"Seven | to terrific returns for a new house 


Deadly Sins” (Indie). 

$6,000 from art 

“Fear and Desire’ (Indie) and | 
“Male Brute’ (ndie) (3d wk), | 
$3 200. 

,_ “iesfeld (Lopert) (485; _98\— 
Lili’ (M-G) (4th wk). Lively 


$4.500. Last week, $4,800. 


Shane’ Sock 236 Tops 





Denver; ‘Powder’ $22,500. 


Denver, July 7. 


Brilliant | record, but 


| with 





other 3-D_ product, 


patrons. Last week, | “Sangaree” and “Arena,” just sat- 


isfactory. On other newcomers, 
“Pickup on South South” is neat, 
“Titanic” oke on second 
stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 

Crest, Downtown, Glendale, 
State (Faylor) (863; 1,059; 955; 
698; 35-60'—"‘Split Second” (RKO) 
and “Voodoo Tiger” (Col). So-so 


$13,000. Last week, “Rogue's | $14,500. 

March” (M-G) and “Code Two”| Music Hall ‘Cinerama Produc- 

(M-G), $15,000. | tions; 1.236; $1.40-2.80)\—"This Is_ 
Eglinton, University (FP) (1,080; | Cinerama” (Indie) (16th 





| Slackoff to $27,000. 


“Shane” packed the Denham to | 1,556; 40-75)-—"Man on Tightrope” 


week, “Beast from 20,000 Fathoms” 
(WB) and “Marksman” (Lipp), 
$16,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,938; 70- 
95)\—"‘Dangerous When Wet” (M-G) 
and “Donald’s Fountain of Youth” 
(RKO-Disney). Good $13,000. Last 
week, “Farmer Takes a Wife” 
(20th), plus “Son of Belle Starr” 
(AA), $9,500. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 95-$1.20) 
“I Love Melvin” (M-G) and “Fast 
Company” 
week, “Arena” (M-G), $11,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (Korman) (3.- 
500; 70-95) — “Glory Brigade” 
(20th) and “Powder River” (20th) 
(2d wk). Average $9,000. Last week, 


$27,500. 





| solid $38,000. 
(M-G). Fair $7,500. Last | 


| stanza ditto. 


; wk). Ninth frame ended Sunday (5) | 


wk). | 


Last week, i Fourth round ended Sat. (4) held at |} 


cano” (UA) opens July 20 

Booth (Shubert) (723; $1.20-$2.40) 
—Julius Caesar” (M-G) (5th wk). | 
Fifth stanza ending tomorrow | 
(Thurs.) holding at a nice $16,000 | 
after $16,500 last week. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.80) | 
—‘Melba” (UA) (2d wk}. Second 
frame ended today (Wed.) held to 
strong $32,000. Opening week was 


| 
' 
Sixth round ended Sunday (5) a 


Hot 9G; ‘Maze’ Thin 86 


Minneapolis, July 7. 

While pleasant holiday weekend 
caused ion start all around, at 
least one of the newcomers, ‘‘Dan- 
gerous When Wet,” looks like a 
cinch to come through respectably. 
Although winning praise, “Scandal 
| at Scourie”’ hasn't been making too 


Criterion (Moss) (1.700: 85-$2.20) | much boxoffice progress 


-e ‘ssive 3-D pic- 
—"3.000 Fingers” (Col) (3d wk). | pun once the Mece” ia the 
| Holding to fair $11,000. Second “i 2 repre ; 
— B ’ 7 NG) second in a row of the new dimen- 


F | sional offerings to get a lukewarm 
Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) | response. It's failing at the State, 


—"Fanfan the Tulip” (Indie) (10th) jike its immediate predecessor, 
“Arena,” to stir up much turnstile 


| eased to $6,300 after $6,500 for) excitement. Holdovers are “Pickup 
eighth week. (on South Street,” “Story of Three 
Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.50) Loves” and “Beast From 20,000 


“Queen Is Crowned” (U) (5th wk!.| Fathoms,” in their fourth, third 


and second weeks, respectively. 


4 near record figure and drew | (20th) (2d wk). Light $6,500. Last) | $21,000 after great $25,000 for | Estimates for This Week 

lines Sunday night (5) two blocks | week, se ge +) (eee fee sass ay > og 2 — 11.500: €0-91.509 | Century (Par) (1,600; | 5-65) - 
Aone. “Pow * River” i in | Yland (Kank) ’ ; 50-85) — . we SUN’ nt? CIE. siobe (brand) 00; 60-$1.09)) “Scandal at Scourie’” (M-G) e- 
three gaa oe “PY Moulin Rouge” (UA) (9th wk). Indpls. Hotsy ; W et Slick i—“O. K. Nero” (IFE) (3d wk).! ceived fine ad-exploitation help, 
Estimates for This Week | Still holding at $6,000. Last week,| 11(7, ‘Space’ Nifty $12,000 Comfortable $10.500 shaping. Last but going is none too fast. Good 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 50-85) — | Same. ladionanati tata week, nice $12,000. - $5,000. Last week, “Remains to Be 
“Francis Covers Big Town” (U);_lmperial (FP) (3,373; 40-75) — Holiday SEA ers, July 7. Holiday (Per-Roge) (950; 60- > Seen” (M-G), modest $4,200 ‘ 
and “Iomesteaders” (AA) Poor Pickup on South Street” (20th). |) - iday weekend gave first run) $1.20)—“Houdini” (Par) (2d wk Gopher ‘Berger! (1,025; 65-85) 
$4500 Last week. on relnoues |Neat $11.000. Last week, “Peter, ?!4 here moderate shot in arm, but. Solid $21,500 for first frame ending -“Pickup on South Street” (20th) 
Broadway (Wolfberg) (1.200: 50-| Pan” (RKO), $20,000. outdoor attractions got the big today (Wed.). Stays indef. “Count, (4th wk). Winding up profitable 
g Dream Wife” (M-G) (2d wk) | Loew's (Loew) (2,096; 40-75) — play. It Came From Outer Space” | the Hours” (RKO), in ahead, mild run after giving house its best take 
Good $7,500. Last week. $10.000.| Arena” (M-G). Nice $13,500. looks to lead town with nice figure | $4,500. in months. Nice $3,000. Last week, 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750: 50-85) Last week, “Never Let Me Go” | , Indiana. 7 Dangerous When | Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 70-$1.80) | good $3,700 ile ca 
Shane” (Par), Smash $23 000 |(M-G) (2d wk), $8,000. | Wet. a Loew's, and - White Witch | —_“Seared Stiff” (Par). Mighty $50.- Lyric (Par) (1.000; 65-85)— "Cry 
week, “Sangaree” (Par) (2d | Odeon’ (Rank) (2,390; 50-90) —) Doctor,” at Circle, are others in (00 or more seen for week ending | of Hunted” (M-G) and “Code Two 
$9.000 . ar) (2d | writanie” (20th) (2d wk). Satisfac- | 2Kay class. his W tomorrow (Thurs.). In ahead, “Man | (M-G). Mild $4000. ‘Last week 
Dever (Fox) (2.525: 50-83) tory $11,000. Last week, $17,500. | , Estimates for T is Week on. | 28 Tight Rope” (20th) (4th wk),| “Desert Song’ (WB) (2d wk’, nice 

eis Covers Bia Town” (1) | .caee® (FP) (2206; 40:75) —| Saree Cockrill Done) (2.000; | fair $9,500. | /$4.8000 Ws 
ind “Homestead BIg ‘ae U) «sSangaree” (Par). Oke $14,000. 50-76) — “White Witch Doctor” | Normandie ‘Normandie The-| Radio City (Par) (4.000: 65 85). - 
s 000 pe oe 4 1A ° Poor |Last week, “Light Silvery Moon,” (20th) and z Night Wthout Stars | atres) (592: 95-$1.80) —‘Hundred ‘Dangerous When Wet (M-G), 
Woman”* (WB) eee ieee ue | 97,000. |(RKO). Trim $10,000. Last week,’ Hour Hunt” (Greshler) (4th wk’. Much praise for this one, good 
$16. 000 ' and “System” (W B), | Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-75) —' ae “Sountain Trail” (Rep) Third frame ended Monday ‘6) 90000. ae Wife 
squi (Pp ” ‘ “it co e ace’ (U), | 4n on : a €P’- | dipped to $5,600 after $7,200 for ‘M-G!, healthy ey 
“f nee C Fox) (742; 50-85) — Smash $30,000. sonnet, Last | Average $9.000 ‘| peevions week RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800; 65- 
overs Big Town" (U)| week. “Francis Covers Big Town” Indiana (Cockrill-Dolle) (3,200; Palace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1.50) 85/—“South Sea Woman" (WB). 
(Continued on Page 20) '(U), $9,000, (Continued on page 20) j\—“Powder River” (20th), plus} (Continued on page 20) 
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New Paris Femme 


Nudey & Saucy; 


Paris, July 7. ¢ 
revues have | 


Two new femme 
opened here for the summer trade, 
which veually shows a preference 
for nudity and gaiety, 
attendarce The revues, at the 
Theatre Daunou and Capucines, 
have all the standards of bared 
breasts. skits and insouciance to 


please the not-too-discriminating 
tourists and French provincial 
trade 

3oth are a peg under the price 


levels of the big spec draws, the 
Folies Bergere and the Casino De 
Paris, with a top of $2.50 and 
with tabs being easier to get. 
Daunou has Robert Dhery’s “Ah, 
Les Belles Bacchantes,” and the 
Capucines houses Mitty Golden's | 
new version of his perennial sum- 
mer show, “Paris Galant °53.” 

“Paris Galant °53” 
and 30 tableaux, and was 
by Jean Givais and Hemge, with 
staging by the authors, choreo 
xraphei by Luska, decors by Pel- 
legry ana new music by Goldin. 
Show moves fast, but lack of imag- 
ination ir costumes and choreo- 
graphy give this a burley rather 
than revue air. 

Certain skits are yockful and 
appreciated by the aud but, on the 
whole, this is a fair fair-weather 
fill-in. Edith Georges supplies a 
saucy music hall presence to liven 
things up. and Fortunia a tawny 
chassis and some exuberant terp 
numbers. Piece suffers from non- 
descript costuming. However, this 
had a full house when caught, and 
bids to do good biz this season. 

“Ah Les Belles Bacchantes” is 
a spoof on femme shows in a mix- 
ture of revue and “Hellzapoppin’ ” 
tactics. The girls are classy nudies, 
but lack of terp ability is almost 
funny, aod a series of interruptions 
as thesps enter the melee from the 
aud is good for a lot of laughs. 
Mugging and timing of Louis De 
Fumes is fine as the house detec- 
tive who gets into the act, and 
Colette Brosset registérs as an 
ingenue who is shocked and 
peeved when she keeps ending up 
as a nudey and strip replacement. 
Show wiil probably have a_ nice 
run, Mosk. 


Boff B.0. ‘Queen’ Yanked, 
Sub Native Pic, by Order 
Of Arg. Amusement Czar 


Buenos Aires, June 26. 
Among the Argentine public, “A 
Queen is Crowned” has caused the 
biggest b.o. sensation to date. Re- 
leased day-and-date at the Premier 
and Idex!, advance booking sold 
out both houses for an_ entire 
week, with queues forming in 
front of both theatres at 8 a.m. 
(the boxoffice does not open until 
10), and extending for several city 
blocks. 
Nevertlieless, 
the Entertainment 
pleased to term 
requirements,” 
ing holdover 


because of what 

Board is 
“programming | 
in spite of exceed- 
terms, the picture 


was yanked off the Premier screen | 


after only a week, to make way 
for a native production. It con- | 
tinues on the screen of the 1,000- 
seat Ideal only, and is being 
splash-released in a number of 
nabe theatres. 

By contrast, 
nuda” 


‘Naked Passion") (Sono) 


has been held at the Opera for 


nine weeks, although the holdover | 
is not met. 

A recent extra-official order 
from the Entertainment “czar” for- 
bids any theatre manager switch- 
ing a native picture from a first- 
run screen, unless the solon has 
been consulted, even if the favor- 
able protectionist terms are not 
being met 


London Film Notes 


London, June 30. 

Due to his success in his last 
picture, “Top of the Form,” Ron- 
ald Shiner has been given con- 
tract by J. Arthur Rank, with pic to 
be made early next vear... 
After his starring part in ABPC’s 
“Will Any Gentleman.” from the 
play by Vernon Sylvaine, John 
Pertwee has been given a long- 
term contract John Redway, 
assistant casting director of ABPC, 
has quit to take up an exec film 
post with MCA. 


rather than | 
any serious content in their legit | 


is in two acts | 
written | 


“La Pasion Des-| 


Revues Bouncy, 


Good Tourist Draw 





Brit. Producers Now to 
List Pix Labor Costs 

London, July 7 
New regulations governing Brit- 
ish production, which were intro- 
duced as a sequel to the failure of 
“Monsoon” to get a quota ticket, 
came into force last week. They 
took the form of an amendment to 
the Cinematograph Films Regis- 

tration Regulations 

Main feature of the new regula- 
tion is the necessity for including | 


| 
an estimate of the value of labor 


or services in every British film 
| whether “rewarded by deferred or 
| contingent payment.” 

Amendment also demands that 
feature 
| $31, 500 in labor costs must show 
| the payments sof every person who 
received $140 or more. Each mem- 


separately. 


Propose Big Techni Lab 
| In Aussie; Would Save 
U.S. Distribs Thousands | 


Sydney, June 30. 

A major Technicolor laboratory 
may be set up here within the next 
few months as a move to Save dis- 
tributors the terrific import duty of 
eightpence (8c) per foot on color 
films. It’s reported the plant may 
be established by Ray Vaughan, 
chief of Filmeraft laboratories, 
loeal concern Jong operating here. 

The Motion Picture Assn. of 
America has protested against the 
unfairness of this because a 10,- 
000-foot tinter costs an American 
company $8,000 duty if only 10 
prints are required for this market. 
Each such print costs $800 duty. 

The complaint of distribs was 
based on the fact that U. S. dis- 
tributors send in a master print on 
all black-and-white pix which is im- 
possible with tinters at the present 


time. Result is that without any 
color lab here, Yank companies 
have to pay the duty on every 
print. 


Majority of distribs here import | 
110 to 20 prints on ace Technicolor 
pix to cover commitments. The 
new processing local setup will call 
only for one ‘“‘mother” print. Over 
one year the saving to distributors 
would be tremendous. 

Filmeraft, under Vaughan and 
Claud C. Carter, has long been rec- 
ognized here as one of the biggest 
processing units outside of Holly- 
wood. Technicolor bid is seen as 
one of the most important moves 
in the South Pacific zone since the 
advént of settee films. 





Cuba Legion of Bocnaer 
Shuns Italo Pic, ‘Love’ 


Havana, June 30. 

The Legion of Decency here is 
| organizing public protests against 
the Italian film, “The Woman Who 
| Invented Love,” but the police 
| have been ordered to arrest Legion 
|}members who create public disturb- 
“ances. Members of the Legion re- 
;cently temporarly disrupted show- 
| ing of the film at the Rodi The- 
|atre. About 70 members rose from 
| their seats and began filing out, at 
|the same time calling on other 
patrons to follow them. Few did. 
‘Some Legion members shouted 
that “this is worse than the Shang- 
, hai” ‘burlesque house). 





Minister of the Interior Ramon | 


|O. Hermida ordered the arrest of 
/anybody who creates disturbances 
during the showing of the film. It 
is how playing the four theatres of 
,the America circuit. Hermida said 
that the film censorship board had 
reviewed the film a second time 
and confirmed its original opinion 
| that there was nothing in it to of- 
\fend audiences in “a progressive 
and civilized country like ours.” 

The Legion was formed several 
months ago as a_ self-appointed 
guardian of morals for theatre au- | 
diences. 


Londen Legit Bits 
London, July 7. 
Jerry Whyte has already started 
auditions for “The King and 1,” 


Drury Lane's next show. due in Oc- | 


tober . Jack Hylton’s 
Were Here” 
West En 
sat the Adelphi, 


“Wish You 
il be staged in the 
ptember, piobabiy 


films involving less than } 


ber of the unit has to be itemized | 


Cast T. S. Ehot Legiter 


Edinburgh, July 7. 

Isabel Jeans, the English ac- 
tress, has been added to cast of 
T. S. Eliot’s new play, “The Con- 
fidential Clerk,” set for world 
preem at this fall's Edinburgh's 
Festival Aug. 25. Alan Webb, last 
here at the 1951 Festival as Hig- 
gins in “Pygmalion,” is also inked 
for a lead role, plus Paul Rogers, 
Alison Leggatt and Peter Jones in 
support parts. 

Lead players already named are 
Margaret Leighton and Denholm 
Elliott. Play, presented by Henry 
Sherek 
tin Browne. 


New hasan Method, 





| Paris Preem in October 
Paris, July 7. 

Coming on the heels of the 
CinemaScope demonstration here 
is the announcement of a new 
widesereen panoramic process that 
is similar to the Scope method. 
| Bandwagon proceedings of new 
firm, Cinepanoramic-D.1.C., is 
cashing in on the big panoramic 
| interest here since the Scope show- 
ing. 
| A spokesman for the new com- 
pany states that Cinepanoramic 
consists of a special lens to com- 
press the image. called an Ana- 
morphot, a decompressor for the 
projector, and a special screen 
called the Panlight. 

Method is the same in principle 
as the CinemaScope, but there is 
no stereophonic sound involved in 
the package. Company feels this 
can be supplied by French elec- 
tronics Companies. Screen is 
claimed to have three times the 
luminosity of the average screen, 
and in size (1 to 2.5) and fabrica- 


Mirror Screen. 

Cinepanoramic has stated that a 
demonstration will be given in 
October, and that 20 lenses would 
be ready for delivery in November, 
40 in December and 80 in Janu- 
ary, 54. Company claims that it 
will be able to equip 100 houses 
here early next year. Lens is the 
| patented Anamorphot, which firm 
| says is an invention of Prof. Ernst 
Abbe, an associate of Carl Zeiss, 
| who died in 1905. French aspects 
of production are being played up, 
and it claims that its lens is more 
practical than the CinemaScope 
lens, for its parts are interchange- 





| not. 


BRITISH GOVT. NIXES 





London, June 30. 

Strenuous but vain efforts were 
made by both parties in the House 
of Commons Jast Monday (22) to 
alleviate the burden on picture 
houses by cutting the entertain- 
ments tax. Tom O’Brien, General 
Secretary of Theatrical and Kine 
| Employees Union, stated it was a 
serious matter to go on taking 
taxation from an industry which 
stood a risk of going out of exist- 
ence. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said the first-night parties and 
furs gave a false impression of 
luxury in the cinema trade, and 
agreed the industry was facing dif- 
ficult times. 

He refused to lighten the tax 
on cheaper seais in small picture 
houses, claiming that attendance 
figures had improved slightly this 
aon but had now dropped again. 











Acter’s Hand-no-Cuffe 


London, July 7. 

Performance of a new revue 
at the Irving Theatre, Leices- 
ter Square, had to be abandon- 
ed last Thursday (2) after a 
member of the cast, Philip 
Dale, failed to extricate him- 
self from a pair of handcuffs. 
| The actor was rushed to 
Shaftesbury Ave. fire station, 
but firemen refused to cut 
| them off, fearing he might be 

a convict. He was eventually 

taken to Bow St. Police Sta- 
tion, where a sergeant cut 
| through the connecting rod 
with a blade. 

By the time he returned to 
the theatre an hour-and-a-half 
later, the audience was leaving 
and patrons were being offered 
free seats for subsequent per- 
i formances, 





| 
| 


| 


_ will be directed by E. Mar- | 


Cinepanoramic, Will Get | 








| Probe Mexican Censors’ 
‘Lewd’ Nix of ‘O.K. Ner 
Mexico City, June = 
All 16 members of the 
formed Cinematographic 


Art Coun- 


cil, composed of cabinet ministers | 


and pic industry reps, are to wit- 


| ness the Italian film, 
| whether or not its ban by the cen- 
sors, on ground of “gross im- 
| morality,” stands. 

Emergency meeting of the coun- 
cil, called by Secretary of the In- 
terior Angel Carvajal, proposed 





cision. But he refused and passed 
the buck. He said he considered 
it unfair 
rele, and that interests of all con- 
cerned would be better served, if | 
the entire Council rendered a rul- 
ing after actunny seing the pic. 








Brit Exhibs Split on 
| How to Protest Govt. 
Nix of Admish Tax Cut 


London, July 7. 
Suggestions that British exhibs 
should stage a national demon- 


government of the claim for ad- 
mission tax relief is leading to a 
rift between major sections of the 
industry. The initiative for action, 
taken by J. Arthur Rank, has met 
with wide response from many 
indie theatres. But there has been 





tion is very much like the Magic | 


|}able, whereas the Scope lens is | 


CUT IN ADMISH TAX: 


a negative reaction from the Asso- 
|ciated British group, which con- 
| trols more than 400 houses, to the 
idea of a national holiday or an 
all-round reduction in prices to 
rob the government of their tax 
share. 

While the issue is being free- 
ly tossed around in_ provincial 
branches of the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors’ Assn., a word of cau- 
tion has been uttered by the CEA 
general secretary. Walter R. Ful- 
ler, who warns that there would 
inevitably be retaliatory action on 
the part of the government. 

Idea of a national protest was 
| first voiced at last month’s CEA 
summer conference. When the offi- 
cial thumbsdown came a_ week 
later in the House of Commons to 
the tax relief amendment, pro- 
posed by former Board of Trade 
| prez. Harold Wilson, the exhibit- 
ing industry moved into increas- 
ing activity. Informed opinion 
holds the view that the trade will 
not prosecute the proposal of a 
national closure of theatres for a 
period of about one week, but that 
some other more practical steps 
will be considered. 





Brazil Prexy Signs 
Decree for Pix Fete. 


Rio de Janeiro, June 30. 
President Vargas has signed a 
decree establishing an organization | 
committee for the First 


Committee will consist of two reps 
each from the ministry of foreign 
affairs and of the ministry of edu- 
cation as well as one each from 
three other government ministries 
plus the head of the Brazilian Mo- 
tion Picture Critics Assn. 

Festival is scheduled to be held 
in Sao Paulo Feb. 12-27, 1954, as 
| part of the city’s fourth centenary 
| celebration. 


U.S. 3d Air Force Takes 
| Over Denham Studios 


London, July 7. 

| Denham Studios, shuttered for 
_more than 18 months, have been 
| leased by the J. Arthur Rank Or- 








| Force. The Jot will be taken over | 

| immediately and used for storage | 

| Purposes. 

| The Denham Studios, with seven 

| Stages, were built before the last 

war by Sir 

| were later taken over by J. Arthur 
| Rank. Since the production crisis 

lin 1949, Rank has closed studios at 
Shepherds Bush, Islington and 

} Highbury. 


newly- | 


“O. K. Nero,” | 
at a private exhibition to decide | 


that Carvajal himself make the de- | 


that one man’s opinion | 


stration to protest rejection by the | 


Interna- | 
tional Film Festival of Brazil. Fete | 


ganization to the U.S. Third Air! 


Alexander Korda and / 


Soviet Zone Berliners Snub Red 
Pix, Favor Almost Anything Else 


* Germans in the Soviet Zone of 








rors are resisting Russian ang 
satellite propaganda pix and 
| stead, are giving a heavy play 1 
Western films whenever they 
the chance, according to a w: 


ave 


ington bulletin from the 1 S 
| State Dept. 

Bulletin relays ai § docums 
brought to West Berlin by a &o. 
viet Zone refugee emplover 

|the “State Committee for } 
Matters.” Says the State 
Dept.: “Although the report 
}among the films shown in e- 


cent months 31 


so-called pro- 
gressive, or 


Communist prey - 
ganda films, and only two Weu.- 
ern films, the Western films pjus 
showings of old pre-Hitler German 
films, accounted for 47.7°% of the 
total film attendance in the Soviet 
Zone in 1952. 


“The report noted with conceé 
the popular preference for West 
ern films, remarking that attend- 
ance at Soviet films dropped off 
| 3.000,000 in 1952, compared with 
1951. The preference of Soviet 
Zone residents for comedies over 
| 20 years old, rather than the latest 
| Soviet product, has long been a 
| thorn in the side of Soviet Zone 
| Sahn officials.” 





3-D’s Gradual Growth in 
France: ‘By Evolution 


Rather Than Revolution’ 


Paris, July 7 
Big exhib confab opening in 
Nancy this week, under the aegi« 
of the Congress of the Nationa) 
Confederation of French Cinemas. 
will focus the attention on the new 


technical advances now making 
themselves felt in pic circles here. 
The big screen televising of the 
Coronation, the advent of 3-D. end 
the CinemaScope demonstration. 
have shown exhibs here that these 
new advances cannot be ignored 

Though its predecessors, “Bwana 
Devil” (UA) and “Man In The 
Dark” (Col) did not make a big 
splash here, “House of Wax” 
(WB) looks like it is in for a nice 
run on the crix and word-of-mouth 
of the better 3-D content and the 
goosepimply goings-on. Since the 
CinemaScope demonstration here. 
20 important first-run houses have 
expressed interest in equipping 
their theatres for Scope showings. 
Shooting of exteriors here of “Hell 
and High Water” (20th-Fox), with 
a French camera crew, is also ex- 
citing interest in the process. 

Crix are pointing out that France 
lagged behind, and sneered at. the 
advent of sound in 1929, end it is 
necessary not to ignore the new 
technical strides now going on in 
the film world. It took color a long 
time to really manifest itself in 
production circles here and now a 
| good part of the upcoming produc- 
j}tion is in the tinter category. 
| However, for a while, it looks like 
3-D will be “by evolution rather 
than revolution.” 


Red Ink Shutters Two 
Mex City Pix Studios 


Mexico City, June 30 

Number of film studios here ha* 
been cut by half with the closure 
of two plants, the modern Tepes ae, 
and the older Azteca because tity 
couldn’t longer stand to continue 
operating in the red. 

Tepeyac, valued at some $2.500)- 
000, had a $2,080,000 deficit. It 
handled 21 pix last year but on'y 
eight thus far in 1953. Gen. Abe!- 
jardo L. Rodriguez, ex-President of 
| Mexico; Theodore Gildred, U. 5 
| filmite, and Gabriel Alacron, a big 
exhibitor here, hold most of Te 
peyac’s stock. 

Azteca, managed by Cesar Sanios 
Galindo, Read of the Mexico Pro- 
ducers Assn., is valued at $1.280- 
000. Its deficit was not disclosed. 

Shuttering leaves two big stu- 
dios, both modern, the Churubusce 
and San Angel Inn. The four + 
dios had a capacity of 135 pix year 
‘ly. Currently, annual film produc- 
/tion is down to a little more 
100, and is expected to drop be! 
jthat mark this year. 
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Film entertainment: competed 
} with the gambling craze at 
A na's plush beach resort, 
19 Plata, (pop., 200,000) on 
+ , Atlantic Ceast, during the 
1952-53 straw hat season. 


‘ profiis at the resort's 
¢ os, just released, which 
those of other years, 


(January 
14 
In 


months 
at the resort’s 
es, were $7,162.627. 
there were 3,833 
attended by a total ot 
6 spectators. 
plentiful summer rains 
id something to do 
the film grosses, 


ummer 
30) 


£ , 4; 


may 


dim- 


} y up 











Amer. Ballet in Rome 


Rome, June 30. 

ket brokers who handled the 
for the American National 
sallet Theatre run in Rome, which 
/ Odened last night (29) at the Sette 
' Mile Theatre, overplayed what- 
ever hand they were using the fill 
‘ the house. 
An ad in the local Rome Daily 
merican was spread over three 


a 
i if 


Sales 


A 





azency said they were sold 
said it was too late 
1 of the opening), another 
cts were available. 
away, with house 
led. Housé holds 7,000. 

’ where the theatre is 
‘the time as well as the 


i ner 


The Sette Mille Theatre is 
the outskirts of the city, 


where Mussolini 





©“ pertormance, 





‘ 
Lucasta’s British Tour 
London, June 30. 


} | Deltont & John Wild- 
: ‘nha Lueasta” revival, 
A st »een touring the British 
EB _,’ iar biz, with object of 
Ey. 1 Back to London’s West 


‘olded for three weeks. 





shown by figures for the 


total film grosses garnered | 


per- | 


with | 


ure of the eight beaches. | 
» in gambling, however, | 


‘ be attributed to flat- | 
{ lets. } 

strawhat season, Mar del | 
I ; priority on all important 
f ‘ases, and currently most 
f companies are releasing | 
{ hout the year simultaneous- 
hh renos Aires and the resort. 
From January to April, 3.772 pic- 
ture ‘re exhibited at the spot, 
767 of these native and the bal- 
ance foreign productions. 

As regards gambling, apart from 
the summer season, there is now 
a winter season, starting May 16 
through to Nov. 8, throughout 
which the main casino remains 
open and attracts an even flow of 
weekend visitors. 

Gambling profits through the 
1952-53 summer season put §$2,- 
6450.000 into the Eva _ Peron 
. Foundation coffers; $2,000,000 into 
the B.Aires Provincial Treasury, 
and $450,000 went to Mendoza 
Province, where there is a small 
casino. The $4,900,000 total profit 
is below that of the preceding 
years, in spite of the abolition of | 
“season” tickets and a charge of | 
$1.50 admission every time the | 
casino is visited. This new admis- | 
sio: e must have had much to} 
do in diminishing gambling habits 
t nmer, as the $1.50 scale 
came hard on wallets now that de- 

pression is current here. 
Bogus Tickets, Balmy 
Brokers Help Snarl 


jumns, with the names of three 
sencies set to handle ticket sales. 
09 prices were mentioned in the | 

Causing considerable comment. | 


Peo- | 
less 


in- | 


* ‘!d a World’s Fair, simi- 
T to those in New York and/| 
». Jt is the first time since 
_.-5G Of the war that these ex- 
. _ ©n grounds have been put to 
- re than average number 
the nces to good business at 
ed ce, the third-night per- 
ge really seemed to be the 
: hundred ticket-holders 
c ‘Ong trip out to the Sette, 
1 10 retused admittance. 
7 + were counterfeited. 
ie “© were called, and some 
See \ refunded, but few at- 


Gambling Take Dips to $4:900,000, Pix 
Heavy $7,100,000, 


Buenos Aires, June 3 + 





at B.A.'s Del Plata 


Pact to Double Italo 
| Pix Imported to Japan 


Tokyo, June 30. 
Italian films imported into Japan 
during the 1953-54 fiscal year will 
be doubled last 
jing to terms of a film pact Signed 


over 


come given Japanese films in Italy 
| last year. 


here by S§S Funayama, Japa- 
nese vice-minister for finance, and j 
Blasco Lanza d’Ajeta, Italian am-| 
bassador to Japan. Pact provides | 
for eight films from Italy. It also 
calls for a 30° monthly remittance 
of lira and a release of 40% of | 
Italy's frozen yen which amounts | 
to about $50,000. | 
Favorable boost in the Italian | 
| film quota is understood to have | 
come about because of warm wel- | 


Same day on which is signed the | 
| Italian pact, the Finance Ministry | 
| also announced a five-film quota for 
West Germany for current fiscal | 
| year. } 





_— | 


Hungarian TV 
Ready Next May 


Vienna, June 30. 
As Austrian Post and Telegraph 
| Officials announced completion of 
| testing of their Dutch (Philips) 
| TV transmitter, Hungarian news- 








Papers were carrying a Commun-| 
| ist schedule of proposed video de- 
! velopment in that satellite nation. 
The Vienna transmitter can't be 
operated until the four-power Al- 
lied Commission gives its consent. 
This is unlikely because Russians | 
want to control it as they do/| 
RAVAG, the Austrian government | 
| AM net. Naturally other powers 
won't concur in this. 
| Budapest papers say that town’s | 
first TV outfit will be ready for | 
experimental programs on _ the! 
crest of Gellert Hill in May of | 
1954. The papers say their trans- 
mitter will “give a more clear and 
enjoyable picture than television 
in the United States or in any 
capitalist country.” Meanwhile 
the Orion Radio Factory is devel- 
oping a prototype Hungarian re- 
ceiver with a 13 to 18 centimeter 
screen. According to plans there | 
will be several thousand receiving | 
sets made in 1955, and several 
hundred in 1954. The first to be| 
put on public sale will come off | 
the assembly lines in 1955. | 
The Hungarian Academy of Sci- | 
ences has announced a technical | 
TV competition, with sizable cash | 
prizes for native students or sci- | 
entists who can supply answers to | 
a complex list of technical video 
problems. 


MANY FLOPPOLAS DULL 
ARGENTINIAN LEGIT 


3uenos Aires, June 30. 

The unusually large number of 
switches in plays are highlights of 
this year’s legit season here, nu- 
merous flops causing moves by 
plays. The high number of failures | 
is blamed on the coin shortage. 

Another sign of stormy weather | 
here is the number of hassles be- | 
tween producers and their stars. | 
The former appeal to the latter to | 
' go on the road, but the actors are | 
|standing pat against this due to} 
screen and radio commitments | 
which add to their earnings. This | 
makes them reluctant to go out on 
| tour. 

The government here claims that | 
there is no shortage of money, and 
that the publit fills the theatres | 
when impresarios offer attractive 
enough fare. An instance of what | 
|impresarios should provide, 
| official press points out, is “The 
| Brunette’s Patio,” running at the 
state-operated Enrique Discepolo 
Theatre. This burlesque type show, 
authored by Catulo Castille, with 
'music by tango composer Anibal 
| Troilo, was recently honored with 
a visit from the president. He ap- 
peared on stage to make a congrat- 
ulatory speech to the cast and re- 
ceive a presentation. 











year, accord-ito the 


| clerical 


the | 


ABP Net Down $85,335 
But Paying 123% Divvy 


London, June 30. 
Although Associated British Pic- 
tures Corp. net profits were off 
| $85,335 from last year, the com- 


{pany plans to issue a final divi- 





dend of 12!2% on the common 
| Stock. With the interim distribu- 


tion already paid, this would make | 


total dividends of 20° 
year ended March 31 
as last year. 

Trading profits amounted to 


789,772, 


for the 
or the same 
$5,- 
with net profits applicable 
Corporation amounting to 
$1,365,6% against $1,451,024 last 
year. 
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Megger, Producer 


In Tug of War 


For Venice Fete 


Paris, July 7. 








! Jap Govt. Limit on Film 


| Licenses Stirs Hassle 


| Hassle is shaping up in Japan 
over a proposed government rul 
ing limiting the life of pix import 
licenses Under an agreement 
pre-dating the current pact = in 
Japan, a distrib had to apply fer 
a new license for a film once it 
had been out of circulation for two 
years 

| Current agreement doesn't men 


subject at 
a 
by 


all Japanese 
{suggestion for limitation — is 
being fought l S. distribs 
| Under it, an arbitrary four or five 
| year restriction would be placed 
}on the life of any import permit 
Distrib wanting to book a pic afte 


tion the 


that time would have to apply to 
a new license, which would come 
}out of the’ current permit allot 
ment. 


Forthcoming Venice Film Fest, | 
which unspools from Aug. 20 to 
sept. 4, usually sets off some sort 


| of incident among French pic peo- 
| ple when film selection time is on 
hand. 


This time, dinector Claude 
Autant-Lara is against his film, ‘Le 
Bon Dieu Sans Confession.” being 
entered in the festival. Producer 
Jacques Bercholz is 
vehemently to the right of his di- 
rector to deny his film any chance 
for publicity and kudos, which may 
add to the prestige of the film 
Autant-Lara voiced his protest 


| against any attempt at entering his 


film in the fest, due to his antago- 
nism against the French selection 


committee and the Venice jury 
Lara is also still smarting at the 
| cool reception his “Le Diable Au 


Corps” (“The Devil In The Flesh”) 
got at the Brussels Fest in 1947 
Bercholz has had difficulties be 
fore with anti-festival filmmakers. 
In 1951, Henri Jeanson opposed 


the entrance of his film, “The Sav- | 
in the | 


age Boy.” which he wrote, 
Venice Fest, for he felt it was too 
in viewpoint to give the 
film a fair chance in the running 
Bercholz won out then and expects 
to do so this year, too. 


‘Crowned’ Surprise Ace 
In Paris; First French 
Cartoon Feature Fancy 


Paris, June 30. 
Present big grosses at the cine 
mas here are in the offbeat, docu- 
mentary and gimmick category in 
the last few weeks. Shaping as 
the biggest surprise grosser of the 


season is J. Arthur Rank’s “A! 
Queen Is Crowned,” soaring in 
three first-run spots it is playing | 
here. 

Two festival winners, a_ full-' 
length French animated pic, 


“Shepherdess and Chimneysweep,” 


and the short, “White Mane,” 
also did fine here. 
Althugh 3-D is not making the 


dent desired here, ‘House of Wax" 
(WB) shapes big. Although crix 
slammed the story they felt this 
was an improvement in stereo- 
scopic vision. Sequel to the top 
grossing, “Litthe World of Don 
Camillo,” called “Return of Don 
Camillo,” looks likely to repeat the 
success of the first pic. 





Mex Nix 3-Disease 

Mexico City, June 30 
Third-dimension pic exhi- 
bition here will be limited to 
top first-run theatres “unless- 


second-and third-class houses 
can guarantee their custom- 
ers against infection from 


goggies.””’ Amusements Super- 
vision dept. has ruled at the 
urging of the Public Health 
Ministry. 

Subsequent-run theatres must 
provide customers with specs 
that have not been previously 
used by the first-runs, the de- 
partment explained. That 
means that all specs provided 
customers of the second, third- 
run theatres must be brand- 
new. These exhibitors say 
they can't afford to provide 
fresh goggles, because their 
17c to 25c tariffs don’t allow 
that. Besides, they say, they 
would have great difficulty in 
getting customers to make the 
12c refundable deposit that the 
first-run theatres require. 





objecting | 


Berlin Film Prod. 


| 


| In Brisk Upbeat 


Berlin, June 30 

| Berlin seems to be regaining its 
former position as a leading Ger 
|man film production center. Film 
| producing, which had a hard time 
during the last few years, is on a 
brisk upbeat here. Check on local 


there are 36 pix planned for this 
vear, a total that surpasses the 
totals in preceding years by a wide 
margin, Decision of many German 


produeers to transfer their proj 
ects to West Berlin was a shot in 
|the arm for local film activity 


Projects of local producing out 
fit include Algefa, which completed 
“Innocent Josef,” and plans to do 
two pix, “Charming Fraeulein” and 
“Hungarian Wedding.’ Aktuell 


latest addition Berlin produce) 
starts exteriors of “Unwilling 
| King” in Hannover and has “Mad 
jame Discretion,” ‘Thunderstorm 
| During Holidays” and “Luck Just 
|Has an Intermission” on its list 
Apollo has completed ‘Talk 
About Love Later’ and_= started 


“Red Roses, Red Lips, Red Wine.’ 
Next pix are “Night Is Whispering” 
and “Ideal Husband.” Berolina 
}one of W. Berlin's best known out 
ifits, plans four pix, including 
“When Village Music Is Playing 
Sunday Night,” “Mailman Mueller” 
and an untitled 3-D pic. 

Capitol, which 
“Stronger One,” now has “The 
/Dancing Heart” before the cam 
eras. Latter is a tinter, Next films 
are “Consul Strotthoff”’ and 
“Ariane.” CCC, which owns stu 
dios at Spandau, completed “Dutch 
Girl” and has “Private Secretary” 
on its schedule. 

Central-Europa, which mostly 
does operettas, has released “Rose 


completed 


of Stambul,”’ a sure hit here, and 
has “Cousin of Dingsda” now in 


production. “Melody of the World” 
and “Annie of Tharau” also are to 
be made this yea! Deutsche Mon 


dial is going to shoot “Love in 
Three Dimensions,” a 3-D pic. H. D 
Film, headed by producer Hans 
Deppe, is doing a film about 


Lincke, Berlin's most popular com 
poser before the first world war. 
Ideal’s project a thriller, 
Chase After the Rommel Treas 
ure.” Joha completed “That Was 
Our Rommel” and “Terminus 
Freedom" and is working on “The 
Flying Arrow.” Uni, another new 
outfit, is shooting “Mad Lola.” 


1S 


ITALO PIX PRODUCTION 
CONTINUES ON UPBEAT 


While worries about 
shortage 


Lo 


Huliywood 
a threatened product 
Italian production continues 
rise. Latest newsletter put out bs 
Italian Films Export in N. Y 
shows that, in the = five-month 
period from January to the end 
of May of this year, 52 pix either 
were completeu or went into pro- 
duction. 

| Total of 13 were Italo-French 
coproductions; three were Italo- 
British ventures; one was an Italo 
U. S. undertaking and one an 
Italo-Spanish deal. Of the 52, 19 
were in color and one was lensed 
in 3-D. 


outfits’ production lineups reveals | 


Strike Halts Mex Prod. of 44 Pix: 
9 U.S. Firms Face Aug. 


1 Shutdown 


Mexico City, July 7. 

| Pie strike here last week is not 
|a total shutdown but is limited to 
19 Mexican producers, who say it 
has halted the making of 44 films, 


which they value at $4,000,000, 
These producers have asked the 
Labor Ministry to declare’ the 
strike “nonexistent” that it just 
nevel wa 

This will mean that the strikers 
won't get remuneration, including 
the customary pay during the loaf, 
nor the 49-h wee the 4 do 
nation of ove p to their sav 
ings fund, nor a paid day off afte: 
e- ery four consecutive weeks of 
work, Five producers—not among 
the alTected 19—have granted 
those demands, made bv the tech- 
nical and manu workers locals 
of the Picture Production Workers 
Union (STR¢ 

Strike is backed by the National 
Cinematographic Workers Union 
(STIC) because of its recent 
trojiendship-solidarity past with 
SEL 

Exhibition is not affected in any 
way by the strike. Local exhibitors 


learned the guarantee of two years’ 


labor peace by granting STIC's de- 
mand for a 12 pay tilt for their 
unionized help. That demand fea- 
tured the biannual collective labor 


contract 

Making of three pix this month 
is the goal of the Alizana Cinema 
tovrafica, the company a gvroup of 


revision 


top plaver among them Maria 
Elena Marques, and directors, in 
cluding Crox Alvarado, aided by 
istriking technical manual workers 
and financing in the form of all 
concerned working at cut rates 
and some coin from the trade's 
own bank, the semi official Banco 
Nacional Cinematogratico, formed 
just to keep production going 

The National Cinematographic 
Board, Jose Lelo de Larrea, chair- 
man, bowed to a lrike-flushed 
STIC and STPC demand that im- 
ports of pix be held to the pres- 
ent annual average of 310. Unions, 
de Larrea explained tressed that 
foreign pix, particularly American, 
are crowding Mexican films hard 

The strike also prompted STPC 
to ask President Adolfo Ruiz Cor- 
tines 0 act toward preventing 
dumping in Mexico of those U.S 
pix it said ‘TV has discounted for 
exhibition in thei homeland 
These pix could easily exclude 
| Mexican films from Jocal screens, 
hecause of the hargeain price oxX- 
hibitors could obtain for them, 
STPC told the headman. 

But nothing has developed in 
STIC’s demands for a 10°) wage 
boost.from the nine U. S. compa- 
nies and the union’s demand that 
they cancel ther counter de- 
mands, which require all union- 
ized help to punch time = clocks, 


The Americans face a strike Aug. 
1, unless they bow to STIC. U. S. 
companies are M-G, Par, U-I, Col, 
RKO, 20th-Fox, WE, Republic and 
Eagle Lion 


Stars Without Standins 
As Metro-Brit. Studios 
Battle Extras’ Strike 


London, Jul 


As film extras are stil! withhold- 
ing their labor at the Metro-Brit- 
ish Studios, M-G has officially reg- 
istered a dispute with the Labor 
Minist citing the Film Artistes 
Assn. It is possible that the mat- 
{ will be referred to arbitration 

Three Metro-British pix are in- 
volved, the CinemaScope§ produc- 
tion. “Knights of the Round Ta- 
ble.” “Crest of the Wave” and 
“The Flame and the Fle Rear- 
ranvement oi chedule S mine 
lv elir vated delays but the sta 
have to work tho dir 

Decision to Ce e te en 
tion of the limist ( Labor wa 
made af the FAA rejected the 
compro offer } Vietro to In 
creace f{ c e of $6 by $3 
for 89 out of the 220 extras em- 
ployed on “Round Table . | 2a 
crowd artists indicated they would 
not work at the studio, until an 
increased rate had been offered 


for all members 

Original twist to the dispute is 
the fact that it cannot be labelled 
a strike, as extras are technically 
freejJances and are not on a regu- 
‘lar payroll. 
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In his FIRST ADULT LOVE STORY... bril- intensity of suspense .. . New in spectacular sweep 
liantly played by a wonderful cast headed by a of mighty scenes... Newin approach to fiery action 
thrilling new romantic team!... A picture newin —... and newest of all in BOX OFFICE POWER! 













AVAILABLE TO SELECTED KEY RUNS EARLY IN AUGUST! 


Walt Disney's 


*SWORD 
and the ROSE - 


from the famed adventure novel When knighthood Nas In Hlower 


Gei your copy of 
the big showman’'s 
press book. See all 





Starring a new 
romantic team 


RICHARD GLYNIS 


TODD JOHNS | 


<a 2 





Mary Tudor and Charles Brandon, princess and com- 
moner, the lovers whose romance made thrones tremble. 


Produced by Perce Pearce + Directed by Ken Annakin 
Screenplay by Lawrence E. Watkin + Distributed by RKO Radio Pictures 
COPYRIGHT. WALT CIBNEY FROOCUCTIONS 
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Measure of Excitement to Romance! 









OM ic OGG ILE © 





ee 
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BACKED BY A NATIONAL 
AD CAMPAIGN TOTALING 
44,871,773 CIRCULATION! 


Four-color double-truck in Look... 
Full-color page in Life... Big color ads 
in Collier's, Red Book, Cosmopolitan, 
McCall's... Fan Magazines... and 
in 57 Sunday newspaper supplements. 


AN ALL LIVE ACTION PICTURE 


coy TL ECHNICOLOR 
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whose okay is; about $110,000. 
under terms of the con- | 000 would be for equipment and 
judgment, 


SW and separated it from Warner 


generally conceded that SW 


Map Rio Setup 


setting up of Cinerama in 


, With the British capital the 


manutacturing 


Thomas Perkins | 


SW's $1,600.000 


tions in Cinerama, 
clined to state how much SW would | 


Productions shelled out. | 

Perkins refused to reveal original 
With purchase of stock, SW will 

seven directors to the board of Cin 


* said the stock ac- 


ition in Cinerama Productions. 


indicated that 
theatres would 
Cinerama installations, 


goal of 20 theatres in the U.S. § 


‘about the tieup with Cinerama, 


ments were being 
intimated that 
company has a single projector 
“I'm not ready 
that a single projector 


the current $150 000 to 








L... Warner Options . 


= Continued from page 3 = 








He noted that $60,- 


1$50.000 for installation. In addi- 


tion, he indicated that these costs 
may be further reduced when si- | 
multaneous installations get under- 
Way. 

In each new theatre, he noted, 
improvements would be added, and 
as these changes were considered 
atisfactory they would be added 
to the previous installations. Per 
taining to production equipment 


Reeves said the company had three 
cameras available and that two 
would be ready within 60 days 
The total of five cameras, he noted 
would be “adequate for production 
as now planned.” 


Fabian expressed no concern 
about expected competition from 
CinemaScope and Todd-AQ, stating 


“It all depends on the show. We've 
got our hit.” It was pointed cut 
that, in 15 years of development, a 
total of $11,000,000 had been spent 
on Cinerama. 


ment of the medium cost $3,000,- 
000, it was stated. 
Perkins, asked to comment on 


that fact that Cinerama, a boxoffice 
hit. had failed to become a financial 
success, stated: “I'd rather 
|quoted. I have my own theories.” 


Brassy Press Meet 

Announcement of the con- 
clusion of the Stanley Warner- 
Cinerama deal at a press con- 
fab at the SW _  homeoffice 
Monday (6) brought out one 
of the largest contingents of 
execs ever to attend a similar 
industry session. In fact, there 





Since 1946, develop- | 


not be | 


was more top brass and legal 
eagles on hand than newsmen. 


SW had the largest repre- 
sentation. Company officials 
included prexy S. H. (Si) Fa- 
bian, exec veepee Samuel 
Rosen, veepee and general 
manager Harry Kalmine, vee- 
pee Nathaniel Lapkin, treas- 
urer W. Stewart McDonald, 


secretary and general counsel 
David Fogelson and pub-ad 
topper Harry Goldberg. 
Cinerama was represented 
by Thomas Perkins, secretary 
and general counsel Theodore 
Kupferman and publicist Lynn 
Farnol. Hazard Reeves, prexy, 
and Herbert Barnett, exec 
veepee, headed the Cinerama, 
Inc., delegation. In addition, 
there were at least a dozen at- 
torneys and other reps of the 
various compani present. 


Big BO. Unswing | . 
In L.A. First-Runs 





In addition to future installa- | 
tions, SW, under the deal, takes | 
over the operation of the present | 
theatres showing “This Is Ciner 
ama” in N. Y., Detroit, and L. A 
and the theatre in Chicago, which 
opens July 29. | 


Trust Head to Study 


Fabian-Cinerama Deal 


ou 7; 

approval of 
the Stanley Warner 
into Cinerama_ will 
have to await study of the matter 
by Stanley Barnes, new head of 
the Antitrust Division. Barnes 
gets back to Washington this week; 


Washington, 
Dept 
phases of 
deal to buy 


Justice 
tain 


he has been out in the field visit- 
ing field offices of his division, to 
get an idea of problems at first 
hand 

Last week, three officials of 
SW conferred mn ishington with 
Maurice Silverman, who has been 
handling the antitrust decree of 
the motion picture industry. In 
from SW, on behalf of the Ciner- 
ama deal, were Harry Kalmine 
Nat Lapkin and Stuart Aarons 


There was no comment afterwards. 
SW 
may not acquire additional theatres 


nder the Warner decree, 


Ce. 


Hollywood, July .7. 


With technical gimmicks help- 
| ing, Los Angeles first-run theatres 
' zoomed in the second quarter of 
1953 to the highest level for the 
corresponding period since 1949. | 
Total was $2,709,400, some 30% 
over last year’s $1,891,800. Direct- 
ly responsible for the upswing 
were 3-D and “Cinerama,” plus 
several very strong conventional- 
ly-lensed features that sold be- 
cause Of qyality or gimmicks. Top 


money on eight stereopix opened 
during the quarter went to “House 


of Wax,” “It Came From Outer 
Space,” “Fort Ti,” and “Man In 
The Dark.” “Cinerama” opened 


during the fifth week of the period 
and has stayed a consistent b.o 
winner “Shane,” “Peter Pan,” 
Salome.” “Beast From 20,000 
Fathoms,” “Lili” and ‘Titanic’ 
were among the best conven- 
tional pix 

For the first six 
runs amassed $5,059,500, as against 
$4,190,300 last year; $4,2 
for 1951, and $5,451,900 for 


of 


months, first- 


1950. 











-/nor enter into film production, 
-| without approval of the Federal 
courts. If the Justice Dept. should 
approve such modifications of the 
| decree, the necessity of a long | 
drawn-out fight in the courts 


would be obviated. 





Brando Picks 


Continued from 





ae ee 


from his impoverished actor days. 
According to intimates, actual gen- 


esis of the project was when Bran- 


do met a femme acquaintance on 
the street, Valerie Judd, a costume 
designer, and learned she was 
working as a waitress She and | 
Herbert Ratner, who has staked 
the revival, are said to be getting 
generous salaries. 

Although he planned the tour, 


abandoning a scheduled European 
Brando 
of 
the operation to another old friend, 


‘trip for 
turned over 


the purpose, 
actual management 


Morton Gottlieb, who recently 
formed a_ production partnership | 
with Albert Selden, and the pair 


are presenting the show on a guar 
anteed-profit arrangement. 
Selden and Gottlieb currently 
London to arrange a West End pro- 


duction of “Crossroads,” pressagent 
Arthur Cantor is general manager 
of the Brando tour. 


“Arms” is playing this week at 
the Theatre-by-the-Sea, Matunuck, 
R. T.: goes next week to the Fal- 


Playhouse, 
plays week of 
Ivoryton (Conn.) Playhouse, 
the week of July 27 at the Framing 
ham (Mass.) Summer Theatre. 

Star’s plans following the 
tour are vague. 
sumably has various film offers, 


mouth 


- | Mass.; July 


fers the stage and would like 
work at nominal pay with some off 
Broadway group, with idea of 
improving his technique as an ac 
tor. 


the 


page 1 aaa | 


With 
in 


Coonamessett, 
20 at the 
and 


barn 
Although he pre- 
he 
has confided to friends that he pre- 
to 


j instead 


ee CONtinued from page 7 
ply from sources. other than 
Polaroid. 

While the viewers cost 10e., 


| charge to the distribs actually was 


higher due to shipping and other 
expenses. Altogether, it’s under- 
stood that Gunzburg contracted | 
for about 60,000,000 pairs from 
Polaroid and that, at this moment, 
he is left with about 7.000.000. He 
bought the viewers at 6.7¢c. each. 
It’s estimated that. they cost 
Polaroid about 4c. a pair to make. 


There is speculation on whether 


or not, with plenty of specs on the 
market, the price for them might | 
come down. Militating against a 


reduction is the heavy cost of get- 


ting production going and the still 
uncertain future of the 3-Ders. 
Sull, it’s figured that the law of 


supply and demand will eventually 
Start to work on the price. 


There are now three prime | 
sources for the viewers. Polaroid 
is still the largest, with a daily 


output of a little more than 4,000.- 
000 pairs a day. Matty Fox's Pola- 


lite outfit now stamps them out at 
the rate of 700.000 a day, and Fox 
claims he can increase the volume 
at will. He has recently begun dis- 
tr “arse ing specs with plastic frames. 

hird supply source is National 
Theatre Supply Corp., which han- 
dies the Polacoat viewers. 

Exhibs in recent weeks have 
seen samples of glasses with per- 


manent frames put out by Electro 
Air Corp., Long Island, N.Y. View- 
ers have permanent aluminum 
frames, which permit insertion of 
cardboard with the lens. Firm of- 
fers all sorts of inducements. If 
the theatre has to put on extra 
help to handle sterilization of the 
frames, it gets the viewers for 9c. | 
of 10c, 





script, 
| on the script, 
| The California Quarterly, 
| under 
| Smelter 
| munist domination. 


| Amp-O-Vision, Albert M. 
| business has picked up considerably as a result of the new ty; 
secretary of Theatre 
| biz has increased 50% since he installed the medium and that it 
“lost audience 
“The Greatest Show 


| presentation. 


| via widescreen 


| member 
the House Committee hearings.” 


or 2d Qtr. 1953 : 


91,200 | 


| of 


Inside Stuff—Pic! 


Controversial indie “Salt of the Earth,” made by filmites bar); 
from Hollywood employment as suspected Communists, was descri}, d 
New York Times west coast correspondent. 

letdown to anyone who had expected an inflammatory document.”’ 
was denounced in Congress as Communist propaganda. 


by Gladwin Hill, 


Hill reports, 


“it amounted to a reiteration of the theme of class ¢, 
flict between workers and management in the mining indust; ry 








ures 


ed 


as "a 
. Pie 
In the main” 


Its 


principal message was that in a union—or as it was described in } 


‘solidarity’—there 


Workers, 


emy Award winner. 


is strength.” 
which he reports was printed in a left-wing per 
published in Los Angeles. 
the sponsorship of the International Union of Mine, M 
which was expelled from the CIO for alleged ¢ 
Pic was scripted by Michael Wilson, 
It’s slated for 


qT} e 
Hill’s observations are based 
lodic 


Film Was 


LB | 


former A 
release in the fall. 


Employing a homemade 


Pickus, 
Pickus, 
helped to bring back the 
with a re-run of 


response was huge. 


“Ivanhoe” and others. 


Buck Harris, publicity director of the Screen Actors Guild, 
| following memo to editors: 
| release of July 1 as having failed to answer questions of the House 
| Committee on Un-American Affairs, 
| ber of the Guild. 


“The 


of the Guild since 1940. 


Offbeat starring role is being taken by Rita Hayworth in 


pagne Safari,’ color film record 
Aly Khan. Pic will be released in 
and spotlights, 
took Miss 
Uganda, 
ackson 


Hayworth 
Tanganyika, 
Leighter, 


the Congo 


widesc 
Stratford, Conn., 


such spectacles as “Quo Vadis, 


He is not to be confused with David Ellis, a 
motion picture actor and SAG member who has not 
The latter has not 


among other things, 
and the prince from Cairo to 
and Kenya. 
Miss Hayworth’s personal rep, 


reen system which he 
exhib, 


has dubbed 
reports that 
ype OT 
Owners of Americ 


< 


itl nas 


.”’ Pickus has 


experimented 
on Earth” and reports that the 
He feels it has set a pattern for bringing back 


> és 


Samson and Delila} 


sent the 
Dave Ellis listed in the SAG press 
is an actor but he is NOT a mem- 
former 
been acti 
been 


an 
involved ir 


\t 


“Cham- 
of her African safari with Prince 
feature form by Defense Film Corp. 
native dancing and music 
such places as 
was lensed by 
assisted by hi 


m3 
irip 


Footage 


‘ 
< e 





UPT’s 0% Increase 





—— Continued 
isquare foet. He added: “Such 
lenses should cost no more than 
$400 to $500, and the screens, such 
as from the Walker company, 
whose screens are seamless and en 
tirely satisfactory, are listed at 
$1.25 per square foot. 

He was specific in urging pro- 


ducers, 
to reexplore and maintain aware- 


ness of mutual problems. These 
include a pitch for color; for more 
3-D’s, but to broaden the scope 
and quality so as not to limit the 
production line to westerns and 
science fiction topics; recognize 
that 2-D’s on TV ‘(for free) means 


that 2-D quickies for 
tential are as passe 
bike; improve’ the 
(public complaint is mounting be- 
cause of their poor quality); and 
be realistic on exhibitor problems 


boxoffice po- 
as the tandem 
4-D viewers 


with all future 2-D and 3-D prod- | 
| et. 


As a congenital theatre-to-theatre 
surveyor, and as 
student of audience standards and 
exhibitor requirements alike, Hy- 
man urges that if 2-D product is 
to be made in the normal 1.33-to-1 
ratio, then there should be left 
sufficient space at top and*bottom 
the picture so that exhibitors 
who have wide screens can enlarge 
them to the best adaptable size for 
their theatres. 

A big stumbling block is stereo- 
phonic sound. Just dubbirfg in 
the stereo for the sake of the bal- 
Ivhoo fools nobody; it costs the- 
atres needless and extraordinary 
sums for new sound equipment; if 
not up to par it only boomerangs 
against the theatre, the picture, 
and eventually the entire industry. 

On the other hand, where the- 
atres have improved their stereo 
sound, and in some instances been 
required by the union to add an- 
other projectionist, the flow 
stereo pix should be 


Hyman reprised the technical 
differences between magnetic re- 
production and the soon-due four 
soundtracks on one film for proper 
stereophonic sound projection. 


This “new look” to the picture 
business, said Hyman, revives 
Goldenson’s credo that exploi- 
tation and promotion on each 
picture should start from very in- 
ception, and reach a crescendo at 
time of r& e. 

As part of Hyman’'s pitch for 


strong product at all times, and not 
focus it to the New Year’s, 


Labor Day and Thanksgiving sea- 


sons, he pointed to recent strong 
product as the whyfore of im- 
proved b.o., such as “House of 
Wax,” “The Beast from 20,000 
Fathoms” and “South Sea Wom- 
an,” all WB. He saluted Par for | 
| “Shane,” “Scared Stiff’ and ‘San- 
garee,”’ Metro for “Young Bess” 


and ‘Dangerous When Wet,” 20th- 


distributors and exhibitors | 


a_ professional | 


of | 
accelerated | 
| because the new directional sound 

| systems are a boxoffice plus. 


Easter, | 








from page 
Fox for ‘Pickup on South Street" 
tand “Titanic,” Columbia for ‘“Salo- 
me” and “Fort Ti,’’ Universal for 
“It Came From Outer Space.’ RKO 


for “Split Second” and UA toi 
“Moulin Rouge” as samples of re- 
cently strong pictures. 


| All these came in the May-June 
stretch which, traditionally, as 
sluffed, along with pre-Xmas and 
Holy Week, as suppostedly not as 


| rewarding boxoffice periods 

Citing the “battle of the speed 
in the phonograph industry as 
parallel, and the attendant snafu 


until it was decided that the 45 and 
LP (33 rpm) would emerge 
the dominant new standards ove: 
the old 78 rpm’s, so did Hyman 
deprecate the aspect ratios with the 
new widescreen systems. The vari- 
ous ratios start at 1.66 to 1, 1.75 
1.85-1, 2.55 to 1 and 2.66 to 1. 


Just as the phonograph record 
business settled on three-speed 
| players, so too the varying ratios 
can be resolved with all-purpose 
screens. But whatever the ratio, 
|urged Hyman, the film content 
|must emerge as the most impor- 
| tant. 

“Exhibitors should give every 
consideration to the equipping of 


their theatres with all purpose 
screens, stereophonic sound aiid 
other necessary equipment for the 
presentation of the new wide 
screen pictures, said Hyman. ‘It 
is well-known that theatres must 
have a custom-built job when it 


comes to this kind of equipment so 
that each picture presented will be 
as overwhelming as possible. Affil- 
iates of American Broadcasting- 
| Paramount Theatres have equipped 
their larger theatres with all-pur- 
pose screens and_= stereophonic 
sound so as to be ready when these 
|new, wide-dimension pictures are 
releases and we know that other ex- 
hibitors have done the same.” 


Ex-Red Hicks 














Continued from page 3} — 


ashtieatneanemmettll 

going to strike a great blow for the 
| Loyalist cause in Spain. But wien 
the picture appeared it did not 
even indicate on which side the 


hero was fighting. During the wer 
a couple of pictures appeared that 
were favorable to the Soviet Union, 
but no more favorable than ouf 
official policy at the time. 
| “The Hollywood Communists 
have no doubt been useful to tie 
party, to which they have given 
large sums of money and whi 
they may have helped in othe! 
ways, but I am still waiting tor 
someone to point out to me an 
American movie that actually con 
| tains Communist propaganda.’ 
“Blockade” was a 1938 entry pro 
duced by Walter Wanger wi! 


a) 


Madeleine Carroll and Henry F' 
; da in the leads. 
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"Amusement Stock Quotations 


(N.Y. Stock Exchange ) 
For Week Ending Tuesday (7) 


Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues. Net. 
1953 Vol.in High Low Close Change 
High Low 100s for week 
1578 135, Aim Br-Par Th 121 1412 14 1414 ey 
$514 38%4 CBS, “A” 20 4334 43 43 me 3 
4514 3812 CBS, “B” ... 4 43} 2 4258 425% am 
1614 1156 Col. Pie. .... 135 16 1515 1516 aa 
12's 916 Decca.. . $11 914 9 914 1% 
47 4153 Eastman Kdk. 155 4210 417% 4215 4+ Sg 
#3 11144 Loew’s ..... 164 1215 12 123% 1. % 
12% 41, Nat. Thea. 103 678 6 614 iat 14 
‘3 2514 Paramount 86 26° 4 2514 261% —_— 4 
3614 2834 Phileco 47 30 29 297% we: She 
293, 2238 RCA 198 24°8 2354 2415 4 
4°\% 31,8 RKO Picts. 48 314 314 31, ae YF 
454 35g RKO Thea 23 4 37% 31 sl 
418 312 Republic 18 378 35% 352 — 
1115 1034 Rep., pfd. 5 11 10° 4 107% — 
1214 97, Stanley War. 70 115, 11 lilo & 3% 
1914 1342 20th-Fox 407 172 1614 1716 +4. 3% 
17i2 14 Univ. Pix. . 83 17 1614 1634 4+ 16 
68'2 61 Univ., pfd. 10 64! 2 64! »5 6415 4114 
17'3 13% Warner Bros 20 15 14°. 14°34 ee 
84 63°4 Zenith 9 70 68! 691s — 
American Stock Exchange 
1734 12 Du Mont 54 12% 12!4 125% ‘ 14 
4!; 27% Monogram 23 35% 314 354 1. & 
7l4 1414 Technicolor 84 16)» 15% 4 163% 3, 
‘ 273 Trans-Lux 10 314 314 314 Ly 
Over-the-Counter Securities Bid Ask 
Color Corp. of Amer. 1s 1% ° 
Cinerama Ghee eee ak » o'%4 34 I 
Chesapeake Industries (Pathe) .......... 3 3538 a 
Ot.) [Te ruin aware nf ie eae 41 4319 2 
Cy. WN SiS ne ce ee seeere serene eee 1] 1219 
Ce rrr irs it er rere hea te eee 7° 4 8 


*Actual Sales 


(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 
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on stage. 
for such filming is 
(see separate story). 

Possible rub in the Selznick plan 
{1 ves the legalistics. Metro 
the film and all the usual film 

The producer, though, has 
ership of legit and TV rights 

there appears a greenlight 
for his doing “GWTW” as a legiter 


“New Faces” 


\ out question. But whether he 
( i take an exact reproduction 
film for standard pic theatres 


blurry focus. 


his is resolwed, indication is 
Selznick would be amenable to do- 
i the play-on-film in Cinerama 
via a tieup with Louis B. Mayer. 


Cinerama outfit this week disclosed 
options to lens “Blossom 
and “Paint Your Wagon” 
through deals with Mayer (he owns 
the properties), and it’s regarded 


It nas 


as likely that the Selznick musical 
would fit in with the Cinerama 
Sked 

Pix-legit onlookers’ feel that 
widescreen and 3-D-illusion films 
are by far the best medium found 
s0 far for retaining actual stage 
.Values in the transference of ve- 
hicles from boards to celluloid. 


Economy in such operations also is 
Stressed. With a seasoned troupe 
on stage, and one so immediately 
acquainted with the play, there's 
need for little preparation for a 
performance before the cameras. 














Another legiter prepping | 





SEEK GAEL SULLIVAN 
FOR OZONER-AUTO P.R. 


od 


Dallas, July 7. 

Claude C. Ezell, prexy of Ezell & 
| Associates and ftounder of the In- 
ternational Drive-In Theatre Own- 
ers Assn., is negotiating with Gael 
| Sullivan, former Theatre Owners of 
America exec, to handle certain 
phases of the international 
general program 
Should be 
initial endeavo1 
junction with a 
has been devised, to 


org’s 


made, Sullivan's 
would in 
general plan which 
work directls 


deal 


be con 


with the Automobile Manufacturers 
Assn. for the purpose of eliminat 
ing tinted windshields, also to de 


e campaign to in 
of the drive-in 
automobile the 


velop a cooperaltl\ 
Stitutionalize value 
theatre and 
American publi¢ 

Sullivan would 
with Ezell and make 
at the International Drive-In The- 
atre Owners’ meeting during the 
second annual Texas COMPO Con.- 
ference here, Sept. 28-30, 


Roberts-Norris Tie F 


the to 


directly 
report 


work 
a full 


ts-Norris Tie For 


Inc., indie outfit 
‘headed by Joe Roberts, has put 
together a 50-minute film, titled 
|“Knockout Parade,” consisting of 
hightight coverage of five outstand- 


Films, 


| 
| Srorts 


ling prize-ring bouts of the past 
few years. Tied in with the Rob- 
lerts company in the entry is In- 


|tern®tional Boxing Club chief Jim 
Norris. 
Norris appears in the pic, along 











ea CONtinued from pase 5 jaa 


f ilso discussed the lump sum 
Of $1,000,000 due to R&H for the 
“Oklahomne” rights and financing 
©: the pie itself. R&H own a 40°% 
Picce ot the film and also hold 
<0. of the Magna stock. 

Pic is te be lensed at the Gold- 


n Studio and Magna has already 
begun shipping cameras and pro- 


sectors (9 the Coast preparatory to 
Production. Art director George 
Jenkins has been dispatched to 
Idaho ard Kansas to collect back- 
Bround footage, 
; gna board last week also set- 
Ls ‘he question of unveiling 
40Cd-AQ to the trade. Meet, de- 
? ‘das “harmonious,” decided | 
, ‘ke Todd's view and postpone 
rp ‘urther demonstrations pend- 
mpletion of current tests 
: ‘lization of further improve- 
p li the process by Prof. 
' O'Brien, American Optical 
Pp. and inventor of the sys- 
Only preview of Todd-AO 
took place at the Regent 
Buffalo, June 23. Purpose 
: Pow it off for R&H and to 
he “Oklahoma” deal. It’s 
stecd that a number of out- 
including at least one cir- 
} did get to see the show. 
; ‘Or to it was uniformly favor- 


with commentators Bill Corum, 
Don Dumphy and Guy Lebow. 
Shown in ring action are Jersey 
Joe Walcott and Ezzard Charles, 
Ray Robinson and Rocky Grazi- 
ano, Rocky Marciano and Rex 


Layne, Joe Louis and Lee Savold, 
and Marciano and Harry Matthews. 


French Seek 











Fight Highlights Film 








. ! 
ume Continued from page 7 jae 
tion were to be made. Coin was 


hardly touched, and when one of 
the distribs did acquire a French 
film, the French government re- 
neged on the incentive bonus. 
Johnston is now in Paris where, 
apart from meeting with Jacques 
Flaud, head of the Centre National] 
de la Cinematographie, and other 
French execs he has also skedded 
powwows with MPAA reps from all 


over the continent. French situa- 
tion is much less urgent this year 
than it was last, due to fact that 
all the backlog coin acctimulated 
to June 31, ‘52, has been trans- 
ferred via capital account deals 
Last pact expired June 31, ‘53. 


Apart from an annual import quota 
of 121 pix. it also provided for a 
monthly dollar remittance of $120,- 
000 at the official rate with the 
rest to be credited to the capital 
i account. 








Continued from page 4 








being demanded by exhibs, Allied 
officials claim. 

An Allied leader said that the 

problem was not only one for the 
smaller exhib. He declared that 
circuits were meeting the same dif- 
ficulty and that a chain official had 
told him, “We're doing so much 
| business with 3-D that were going 
| out of business.” Allied exec cited 
| this statement as an indication that 
| operating costs are diminishing the 
| 3-D returns. 
| Allied, it’s indicated, may take 
|drastic steps at the Jersey meet to 
|alleviate the 3-D rental question 
| Members may be told not to in 
stall additional 3-D equipment, un 
lless they can make deals which 
would assure them of some profit 
|In addition, a warning may be is 
}sued to bypass, if necessary, up 
;coming 3-D’ers if equitable deals 
|; cannot be made. 

Distrib answer the argument 
concerning terms that the 3-D 
| pictures, to date, have all been big 
| grossers, and have succeeded in 
| bringing patrons back to the the 
atres Upper pental terms, it’s 
claimed, are necessary to meet the 
additional production and_ distri 
bution costs. Extra prints needed 
for 3-D well increased 
| ping, editing and examining costs 
have added considerably to the 
overall film cost, distribs maintain 

Opening address at Jersey Allied 
meet will be made by prexy Wilbut 
Snaper, who also heads National 
Allied. Featured speaker will be 
Allied general counsel Abram F 
Myers, who will review the recent 
trade practice hearing before the 
Senate Small Business Committee 

Attendance of about 250 is ex 
pected at the meet, with exhibs 





to 


is 


as as ship 








trom other Allied units also set to 
attend 

| o | 
| Belge Pic | 
| | 
| 
i\tl_—_ms Continued from page 4 gaa 
last Belgian deal remittances were 
held down to 50° 

Difficulty is that the 261 permit 

would not ordinarily satisfy all of 
the distribs. MPAA v.p. Raph Het 
zel scouted company reaction to 
establish who might give up a few 
licenses While there wa resist 
ance on the part of some, others 
okayed the idea, pointing out that 


the developing product shortage 
would preclude full-scale importa 
tion anyways 

Belgian deal has been hanging 
fire for quite some time. Its con- 
clusion is seen setting an impor 
{tant precedent for current talks 
| in Denmark and Holland, where 


the American distribs are attempt 
ing to raise rental ceilings. Under 
the Belgian pact, rental ceilings 
are to be renegotiated, but it’s un 
| derstood that they'll be set at “rea- 
sonable” levels. Recent Norway 
accord raised the ceiling to 40%, a 














10°¢ boost. 

g oo : ws = { 
| 3d Major | 
tae Continued from page 4 Goa 


directorate. RKO circuit's attitude 
re “Blue” has yet to be declared 
Cardinal's Letter Read 
Hollywood, July 7 
from James Francis 
Cardinal McIntyre, urging Catho- 
lics not to attend the film, “‘Moon 
Is Blue,” was read at all masses 
}at all Catholic churches in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, It 
was the first such letter since he 
ascended the Archbishopric. Mis 
sive pointed out that the picture, 


Letter 


, “condemned totally” by the Le- 
gion of Decency, “offends Chris- 
tian and traditional standards of 
morality.” Reporting that the pic- 
ture had not passed the Produc- 
tion Code Authority. he urged 
pastors to inform people that 


“viewing of this picture is hazard- 
ous, in violation of good moral 


conduct. and should be avoided by 
all, young and old.” 
Last week, Francis Cardinal 


Spellman issued a similar letter in 


N.Y. Film is current at the Four 
Star here. In Friday's issue of Tid- 
ings, official Archdiocesan weekly 
newspaper, an editorial against 
“Moon” appeared on the _ front- 


page under title “Condemned Film 
Sabotages Movie Code.” Incident- 
ally, it’s been alw understood 
that the present code was written 


“1 
ays 


largely by Rev. Daniel Lord, Jesuit 
priest, and prominent writer On 
j liturgical subjects. 


Mock 3-D Pic Projection As Like 


Building a House From Roof Down’ 





Evelove Sets Up Coast 
Pub Relations Outfit 


Hollywood, July 7 


Alex FEvelove, who ankled as 
Warner bros. studio. publicity 
chief scveral weeks ago, has set 
up a new publicity and public re 
lations organization. New outfit 
will service motion picture, radio 
TV and industrial accounts. Head 
quarters of the new firm will be 
in Beverly Hills. 

Before resigning from Warne 
Evelove had been with the film 
company in various pub-ad jobs 
for 24 years, the last 12 as studio 


publicity director. 


Mols. Exhib’s Ads For 
‘Beast’: ‘Pic You’ve Heard 


About in TV Bally’ 


Minneapolis, July 7 


Results of two large-sized TV ad 
vertising campaigns, both highly fa 


vorable, have convinced film indu 


try here that, particularly for “sin 
mick” picture video is a mast 
effective exploitation: medium and 
Should be utilized to the utmost 
extent 

RKO - Orpheum management 
largely credits TV advertising for 
smash opening business chalked 
up by “Beast From 20,000) Fath 
oms,”’ which just finished a run at 
the house. Take on the first day 
which was one of the yeat best 
and small fry, undoubtedly com 
prising a very considerable num 
ber of video fans, were predomi 
nantly in evidence in the two 
block long line in front of the bo 
office. Significantly, in other of 
the territory's non-TV towns the 
picture has gotten away only to a 
moderate start 

Warner Bros. had spent appro» 
imately $2,500 on the TV cam 
paign for “The Beast with 
WCCO-TV here and used pecial 
tranlers containing sensational sho 
from the picture itself. Tl e clip 
were effect in whetting ite 
er appetitie to se the entire filn 
Orpheum Manager Bob Whelan 
believe 

Previously, a TV campaign of 
almost as great a magnitude, was 
staged for another gimmick pic 
ture at same theatre, the reissued 
“King Kong,” and it, too, had a 
smash engagement. 

Orpheum’'s “Beast” newspaper 
ads carried the line “the picture 
you've been seeing and hearing 


about on television.” 


New Vanishing American: 


Hollywood Film Flack 


Hollywood, July 7 
Production is so slow on the Hol 
lywood film lots that the member 


ship of the Publicists Guild ha 
| dwindled to 203, lowest number in 
that organization's histor: John 


Bowman, business agent, explained 
that many jobless flacks have quit 


show biz to hunt jobs with more 
security. 

' Guild has established a $10 fee 
for “withdrawn” member to 
bolster its income. In the past 


flacks who withdrew retained thei: 
Guild insurance without char 


igs 





Studios Roll 





Continued from page 41 Qe 


larly depressed state “T wondered 
at that time whether the companies 
were going into” bankrupt« ol 
whether they would recover.” Con 
stant study from that time to date 
has convinced Sharpe, as well 
other Wall Streeters, that pix 
are well on their way to 
“It's beginning to appear iid 
Sharpe, “that the impact of tel 


been pretts well ed 


tock 


reco’ 


ion has abso! 
As entertainment 
should 
longer a 
television 
vide the 

Sharpe 
surprised 


motion picture 
to compete. It’s no 
between films and 
whos going to 
entertainment 
companys Wid 
number of n 


‘ 


received 1 


be able 
¢ 


hight 
but 
best 
said hi 
at tne 
and request 
Even othe! 


pro 
5 
quiries Ss it 
the film report 
age firms. who seldom request the 
reports of rival outfits, have been 
cailing up for the survey, Sharpe 


7° 
i” 
j Said. 


broke! 


+ alleged failure to give 


equal emphasis 
| with other technical advances is 
causing concern among projection 
experts. Latter claim that pro- 
ducers, in their anxiety to get a 
large image on the screen, are 
overlooking the problem of proper 
reproduction and appear willing to 


Studios’ 
' projection quality 


undo progress made in projection 
techniques over the past two 
decades 

Main difficulty theatres have to 
cope with is the problem of ade- 
juate lieht to illuminate’ large 
creens and project O-D pix. Ex- 
hibs, and others concerned with 


standards, 
attention ts 
of the biz, 
projection 
reflected 


maintaining protection 
charge that insufficient 
being paid to this end 
ind that a lowering of 
quality is bound to be 
sooner or later at the 

“They're trying to build a house 
from the roof down,” was the com- 


b.o 


ment Monday (6) of Harry Rubin, 
chief projectionist and technical 
head of American Broadcasting 
Paramount Theatre What's 
needed first of all is some kind of 
Standardization, so exhibitors know 
where they re and what they 
hould do Th business of every 
tudio puttin’ out films in a differ- 
ent ratio isn't only confusing, it 
bound to show up in a lowering of 
projection qiraltty It isn’t enough 
to just get a big picture on the 
screen,” 

Rubin, who experimented with 


large screens back in 1925, said the 


industry had to realize that a lot of 
theatres just couldn't put in wide- 
screens and that the producers 
weren't doin: themselves any 
favors by ignoring this truth 

As a typical example of studio 
thinking, pro.ectionists this week 
pointed out that Paramount studio 
announcement which credited 
Loven LL Ryder head of Par's 
tudio engincering and recording, 
with solving the light problem for 
drive-ins wanting to play 3-De1 
It was claimed that this could be 
accomplished by reducing, or elim 
inating, the flieker blade at the 
projector Result ji iid to be a 
A) increase in light output when 
both projectors are in use 

Projection expert in New York 
foing by the details available, had 
ome sarcastic comments in the 


development Monday declaring 
that elimination or even reduction 
in the size of the flicker blade 
could result in only one. thing 
flicker or ghost: 

“The only explanation I have is 
they figure that, with the drive-ins 


showing poorly lit’ 3-D> pictures 
anyway, the flicker might not be so 
noticeable,” one projectionist suid, 





British Reaction | 


Continued from pare 7 
turing rights, whereas Skouras is 
anxious to trade with every avail- 
able equipment organization. This 
divergence, it is reliably reported, 
has yet to be resolved 

It is admitted, for example, that 
one prominent indi hase told 
Skouras that, while he i inter 
ested in CinemaScope, he does not 
buy his equipment from the Rank 
manufacturing subsidiarie Could 
he go elsewhere for it? 

At the moment, the uncertainty 
remains and, at this writing, there 
i no guarantee of a general 
witchover to CinemaScope exhi 
bition by the two Rank-controlled 
circuits, Odeon and Gaumont Brit 
ish. 20th-Fox toppers reckon this 
will materialize in due course 
They are equally confident of a 
witchover by the Associated Brit 
h circuit, which alone contro! 
more than 400 theatre pointing 
out that the new Metro-British 
production, “Knights of the Round 
Table which 1 heing lensed ! 

tem } due {fo re ASE 
through this group 

Although Jame Patti l the 
20th director-sale manager { 
that orders would b iccepted on 
a first-come-first-served ba co 
plications have risen becar 
ome requests for equip! nt have 
come in from indie operator! ho 
are in competitive tuatio! with 
the Odeon and GB circuits. 201 
Fox want to ettle the position 
with the majors, before becoming 
too closely involved with inde- 


j pendents. 
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War Paint | 


other rugged bit of business is the | 
fight between Stack and the re- | 
maining trooper-renegade at the | 
film’s finale. In-between are other | 
grim, actionful scenes that help | 
carry a story that doesn’t always | 
hold up. ae: 
Helping the four principals are 


good performances from Peter 
Graves, Robert Wilke, Walter} 
Reed, John Doucette, Douglas 
Kennedy, Charles Nolte, James 


Parnell, Paul Richards and others. 
Editing is competently handled, 
the score is in keeping with the 


plot and_ there is one song, 
“Flaine,” done in a campfire se- 
Brog. 


quence 


Loose in London 


Routine Bowery Boys entry. 
Satisfactory for usual runs. 


Hollywood, June 26 

Allied Artists release of Ben Schwalb 
roduction, Stars Leo Gorcey features 
juntz Hall, with Bernard Gorcey, Angela 
Greene, Walter Kingsford, Norma Var 
den, John Dodsworth, William Cottrell 
Directed by Edward Berndts. Screenplays 
Eiwood Uiman, Edward Berndts; camera 


Harry Neumann: editor, John ¢ Fuller 
Reviewed June 2 3. Running time, 62 
MINS 

Slip , Leo Gorcey 
Sach Huntz Hall 
Louie Bernard Gorcey 
Marcia Angela Greene 
The Fart Walter Kingsford 
Aunt Avratha Norma Varden 
Sir Edgar John Dodsworth 
Heggzie William Cottrell 
Chuck David Condon 
Butch , wae eee Bennie Bartlett 
Herbert , san Rex Evans 
Hoskins . James Logan 
Higby eveesee iene Alex Frazer 
Bly ; , Charles Keane 
Taxi Driver Clyde Cook 


“Bowery Boys series maintains its 
regular standard in this latest 
entry, which shifts the scene from 
New York to London for the un- 
foldment of its zany comedics. 
Good use is made of London back- 
grounds for production values, and | 
situations and gags are fashioned 
around setting to keep. regular 
audiences satisfied 

When a titled relative summons 
Huntz Hall to Lendon with other 
relatives so he may meet them and 


determine how he shall will his 
coin, Leo Gorcey and the other | 
Boweryites accompany him. They | 


find Briton surrounded by a bunch | 
of vultures scheming to get his| 
fortune, and break tp the plot to 
do away wth him. 

Hall waiks away with the honors 
here, some of his clowning draw- 
ing belly laughs from series’ ad- 
dicts. Gorcey is in there with his 
usal malapropisms, and Bernard 
Gorcey, in role of sweet shop op- | 
erator who goes along, is his frantic 
self despite having less to do than 
usual, Walter Kingsford socks over | 
his performance as the Earl, and | 
Angela Greene is in for distaff 
interest, although she’s one of the | 
plotting relatives. Balance of cast | 
capably fulfill their roles. 

Edward Bernats is responsible for 
good movement in his direction, 
working from his own and Elwood | 
Ullman’s screenplay, and Ben | 
Schwalb’s production supervision is | 
up to par. Technical credits are | 
well undertaken. Whit. 


Johnny the Giant Killer 


| was supervised 


| color 


(COLOR) | 


Feature’ cartoon, made in 
France, is s!ow, with appeal 
mostly for the very young. 


Hollywood, June 24. 
. Pictures release of Jean lmare 
Films production Directed — by Jean 
Image, Charles Frank. Written bv Paul 
Collins, Charles Frank, Nesta Macdonald 
based on an idea by Eraine; camera (Tech 
Nicolor). Kostia Tehikine; chief animator 
Albert Champeaun: animators, Denis 
Boutin, O'Klein, Marcel Breuil: back 
grounds Pierre Baudin, Saint-Joverie, 
Amedec lardivon, Serge Tessarech; 
music Rene Cloerec. Previewed June 23, 


60 MINS 


Lippert 


4. Running time 


One of the first feature-length 
cartoons to be made in France. 
Johnny the Giant Killer,” offers 
little for any but the very young 
ticket-buyers. Others will find it | 
slow and dull, with the 60 minutes 
of footage seeming very long. Lip- | 
pert Pictures is giving it domestic 


distribution, and some exhibs will | 


be able to make something of it for 
kiddie show bookings. 
_ The Technicolor and animation 
in the Jean Image presentation are 
both good, and the music score by 
Rene Cloerec has its interesting 
moments. However, the fairy-tale 
plot is too loosely put together and 
Is not strong enough to sustain 
attention for 60 minutes. Picture 
would make a_ better featurette 
running from 20 to 30 minutes. 
Plot tells how a group of small 
boys, led by Johnny, takes off for 
the giant’s castle to slay him. In- | 
stead, they are captured and _ re- 
duced to miniature size by the 
monster. Johnny escapes with the 


aid of a friendly bird and is then 
saved from a spider by a swarin of 
bees, whose queen is smitten with 
the young fellow. He saves the 
queen from an attack led by a 
renegade bee and some scoundrelly 
wasps, so the bees, in turn, help 
him free his young friends from 


| the giant. They regain their normal | 


size then and go marching home 
again, singing happily. Dialog in 
the script by Paul Collins, Charles 
Frank and Nesta Macdona!d is in 
English. 

Quite a bit of the footage is 
taken up with sequences showing 
how the bees work and play to give 
the kiddies a nature lesson. Some 
sequences in the giant’s castle are 
a bit frightening. The animation 
by Albert 
peaux and the picture was directed 
by Image and Charles Frank. The 
camera work is credited to 
Kostia Tchikine. Brog. 


Son of Belle Starr 
(COLOR) 

Program western feature in 

color for smaller situations. 


Hollywood, June 29 


Allied Artists release of Peter Scully 
production Stars Keith Larsen, Dona 
Drake, Pegwie Castle; features Regis Too 
mey, James Seay, Myron Healey, Frank 
Puglia, Kobert Keys, I. Stanford Jolley 


Directed by Frank McDonald. Screenplay, 
D. D. Beauchamp, William Raynor; story, 
Jack DeWitt; camera (Cinecolor), Harry 
Neumann; editor, Bruce Schoengarth; mu 
sic, Marlin Skiles. Previewed June 25, ‘53 


Running time, 70 MINS, 

Bee Ue Sasaevcavawese Keith Larsen 
oT Perr e rer rr ree e Dona Drake 
CAE. WO. 6 .ctcccucdeewes Pegxgie Castle 
SON WHER ciccesaacdceses Regis Toomey 
Clark James Seay 
EE: hens eataunetacce? Myron Healey 
DUMGNOEE: sc cscesteameneee te Frank Puglia 
Gee WOON sivas tenons ‘ Robert Keys 
> Serr yer re I. Stanford Jolley | 
oT Ze rere Paul McGuire 
POE “c4ssscekesewepes Lane Bradford 
Earl Mike Ragan 


Pablo oere er ee Joe Dominguez 
Mexican Alex Montoya 


Allied Artists has an okay pro- 
gram western feature for the 


smaller situations in “Son of Belle | 


Starr.” There's one flaw for the 
audiences to which it will play 
the hero is killed at the finale, an 
unnecessarily drastic ending 
up to that point the story and di- 


rection keep things moving along | 
satisfy | 


that will 
program 


an action course 
the fans of 
color 

Keith Larsen is seen in the title 
role as a young man forced to wear 
an outlaw 
mother’s reputation. As the story 
opens he is sought out by crooked 
sheriff Myron Healey to aid in a 
gold robbery. The kid decides to 
go along, figuring he can find out 
who had framed him for a similar 
stickup a year previous. The rob- 
bery comes off as scheduled, but 
sheriff's men try to kill 
him, the kid is quicker and then 
hides the gold, hoping it will lead 
him to the mastermind behind the 
dirty work. Some close’ brushes 


westerns in 


when the 


with death as the kid avoids double- | 


crosses feature the footage until 
Larsen is able to get the right man, 
James Seay, but by that time his 
killer-outlaw reputation is respon- 
sible for his being shot down by 


| a posse just as things are fixed so 


he can be cleared. 

Frank McDonald's direction of 
the Peter Scully production builds 
okay action and characterization 
ior this type of offering, helping 
to lift the playing slightly above 
routine. Opposite Larsen are two 
femmes. Dona Drake as a sultry 
Latin girlfriend who tries to 
double -cross him for 
money, and Peggie Castle, daugh- 
ter of frontier editor Regis Toomey, 
as the good girl who believes in 
him. Healey, Seay and_= others 
provide satisfactory dirty work. 

D. D. Beauchamp and William 


Raynor contributed a script with a | 


good action line, but should have 
changed the ending to Jack De- 
Witt’s story. The Cinecolor photo- 


graphy by Harry Neumann and the | 


other technical credits are accept- 
able, Brow. 


Genghis Khan 
(PHILIPPINE-MADE) 


United Artists release of Manuel Conde 
production. Stars Conde, Elvira Reves; 
features Lou Salvador. Directed by Conde 
Screenplay bys Conde, Carlos V. Francisco: 
English narration written by James Agee 
camera, Emmanuel Rojas: music. 
Silos, Jr. Previewed in N.Y., June 18, °53 
Running time, 88 MINS. 

Temujin (Genghis Khan) 
Princess Lei Hai .. ‘ 
Burchou aes 

Yesou Tai 


Manuel Conde 
Elvira Reves 

Lou Salvador 
Andres Centenera 


RONOOES sce rtavaveeve Darmo Acosta | 
Kassar Jose Villafranca 
Fidjen ‘ ipacne Inday Jalandoni 
Amalyvk rer ere Ric Bustamante 
Hou Loun Africa De La Rosa 
Urge Juan Montero 


{Narration in English) 
Philippine film industry's at- 
tempt to break into the American 
market appears to have struck a 
snag with this entry. Pic, although 


Cham- | 


but | 


label because of his late | 


reward | 


Juan ! 


occasionally interesting, is strictly 
in the also-ran class as far as U. 
theatres are concerned, with 
neither general situations nor art 
houses likely to gain from its pres- 

tation. ; 
“presented in the native Tagalog 
dialect, with an English narration 
by James Agee superimposed, it 
presents in episodic fashion the 
rise of the great Genghis Khan. 
Technique fails to jell effectively, 
since the commentary is often un- 
intelligible because of the Tagalog 
|in the background. | , 

In many respects, film is a crude 
takeoff on a Hollywood costume 
drama. The hero, although not al- 
ways a pleasant character, 1s the 
| epitome of bravery, W hile the hero- 
ine represents lily-white virtue. 
Narration acknowledges that the 
story is based on legend, 
reveals the motivation 








and | 
behind | 


Genghis Khan’s desire to conquer | 


the world. Story tells how Temujin, 
later Genghis Khan, begins his 
|revengeful conquests 
‘father is treacherously slain by a 
rival tribe. 

Manuel Conde, who produced, 
directed and collaborated on the 
' screenplay, if often effective in the 
title role. Elvira Reyes 1s okay as 
his romantic vis-a-vis, and Lou Sal- 


after his| 


Guinness, who here forsakes his 
chameleon-like whimsicality for the 
shy, diffident charm of an inex- 
perienced lover, and Hawkins, who 
repeats the rugged, anxious lead- 
er portrayal he gave in “The 
Crug! Sea.” Supporting players 
are uniformly good while the di- 
rection is unerringly aimed to re- 
veal the human and devastating 
side of war. Clem. 


Run for the Hills 





Inane Sonny’  Tufts-Barbara 


Payton comedy about a man 

who moves to a cave to duck 

the H-bomb; strictly for fill- 

in dates. 

Hollywood, June 24. 

Jack Broder release of a Kinego-Rand 
(Mark O. Rice, R. D. Ervin) production. 
Stars Sonny Tufts, Barbara ayton. Di- 
rected by Lew Landers. Screenplay, 
Richard Straubb from original by 
Leonard Neubauer; camera, Paul Ivan- 
echevitch: editor, Irving Berlin. Reviewed 
June 24. 53. Running time. 72 MINS. 
Jane Johnson ..+...-Barbara Payton 


Jed ; scacriseces SOU. EEEEEOOE 
as a ékeheeen ewan Mauritz Hugo 
Mrs. Cornish ......-..-. ° Vici Raaf 
| George ... Jack Wrightson 
| MERLE EEL 2 Paul Maxey 


| vador, as her father; Darmo Acosta, | 


villainous advisor, and 


as a 
as an enemy-turned- 


Bustamante, 


Ric | 


friend. turn in firstrate jobs. Conde | 


a director and the 
native Philippine cast reveals 
thesping knowhow. Camera work, 
though not up to U.S. standards, Is 
okay. 

While “Genghis Khan’ may not 
be the film with which to crack 


shows ability as 


the U.S. market, participants In 
this effort need not be ashamed of 
their work. é‘ Holl. 
| Malta Story 
| (BRITISH) 
Defense of Malta epic, done 
in decumentary style, with 


Alec Guinness name to insure 
strong U. S. boxoffice. 


London, June 23. 

General Film Distributors release of 

J Arthur Rank Production. Stars Alec 
Guinness, Jack Hawkins, Anthony Steel, 
Muriel Pavlow, Renee Asherson, Flora 
Robson Directed by Brian Desmond 
Hurst. Screenplay, William Fairchild and 

- | Nigel Balchin; camera, Robert Krasker; 
editor, Michael Gordon; music, William 
Alwyn. At Odeon, Leicester Square, Lon 


don. Running time, 103 MINS. : 
| Peter Ros cia Alec Guinness 


Air Officer Jack Hawkins 
DOMGNONE Gosace ciewaan Anthony Steel 
Maria Muriel Pavlow 
Melita . Flora Robson 
Joan 6 Renee Asherson 
Banks Ralph Truman 
PU. Svececedaseesee Reginald Tate 
Eden Hugh Burden 


Ronald Adam 
Nigel Stock 
Harold Siddons 
Colin Loudan 
Edward Chaffers 
Stuart Burge 


Contiol Operator 
| Guiseppe 
Matthews 
O'Connor 
Stripey 
Paolo 

When it comes to documentaries 
or basically true adventure stories, 
British pix can more than hold 
their own. Following the success- 
lful “The Cruel Sea,’ comes this 
‘epic story of the courage and en- 
durance of the people and defend- 
ers of the island of Malta. It is 
handled in grimly realistic but not 
over dramatic style. Camerawork 
is excellent, and some vivid war 
scenes of attacks On convoys are 
genuine newsreels shots, a few 
that were captured from the Ger- 
mans and neyer seen before. With 
Alec Guinness as a star name in 
the U. S.. and a strong factual 
story pic this should have univer- 





sal appeal, and do well in the 
oh. 

| Guinness plays a camera _ re- 
| connaissance pilot enroute’ to 


Egypt. His plane is blown’ up, 
leaving him stranded in Malta. He 
is roped in to continue his activi- 
ities during the siege of 1942 
since his pictures disclose freight 
trains in Italy packed with gliders 
obviously intended for an invasion 
jof the island. Jack Hawkins is the 
air officer in command who stands 
helplessly by while his airfields 
are blasted night and day. Rein- 
forcements flown from aircraft 
carriers are wiped out before they 
can refule and take off, and star- 
vation and inadequate protection 
bring the ancient citadel almost 
ito its knees. 

Finally the remnants of a large 
convoy trickle through with food 
and supplies, and sufficient Spit- 


P 
} Prancel 


| Happy 


da vicwewnee Harry Lewis 
errr John Hamilton 
iets Byron Folger 


Mr. Carew 
Mr. Harvester 
Mr. Simpson 


Wagstaff ‘ Sid Slate 
Craig . Charles Victor 
Orin Hadley ..ccsccsces Bill Faweett 
Malinda Deeann Johnson | 


Tele Commentator 
Cave Girl Rosemary Colligan 
Radio Announce! ‘ Jack McElroy 
Hermit , Ray Parsons 
Paleontologist Micheal Fox 
Teen W 


ke 


Rict ard Benedict 


Vee 
Day 


Despite a basically good comedy | 
premise, there’s nothing here that | 
still | 
| be some exploitation value in Bar-! 


merits attention. There may 
bara Payton’s name in certain sit- 
uations, but otherwise “Run for 
the Hills” slides dully into a fill-in 
niche, and at that, it’s overlong at 
72 minutes. 

Richard Straubb screenplay of 
a Leonard Beubauer 
volves around Sonny Tufts, an in- 


|; surance actuary, concerned to the 


point of hysteria over the possibil- 
ity of an H-Bomb attack. 
an old mine and moves in with his 
wife, Barbara Payton, enduring a 
series of asinine exploits that spin 


| out the footage and serve no pur- 


pose save to frame 
in a succession of sweaters and a 


| leopard skin. This is the only por- 


tion of the film with which there 
can be little carping. 

Direction by Lew Landers is as 
rambling as the screenplay and 
neither of the leads display any 
histrionie ability. John Harmon 
and Paul Maxey turn in okay sup- 
porting characterizations, but the 
remainder of the performances, 
and the technical credits, are stock 
or below. Kap. 


Spaceways 


Mild science-fiction program- 
mer with Howard Duff for 
routine bookings. 


Hollywoad, June 23. 

Lippert Pictures release of an Exclu- 
sive Films production produced by Mi- 
chael Carreras. Stars Howard Duff, Eva 
Bartok; features Alan Wheatley, Philip 
Leaver, Michael Medwin, Andrew Osborn, 
Cecile Chevreau, Anthony Ireland, Hugh 
Maxey, David Horne. Directed by Terence 
Fisher. Screenplay, Paul Tabori, Richard 
Landau; adapted from radio play by 
Charles Eric Maine; camera, Reginald 


| Wyer; editor, Maurice Rootes: music, Ivor 
| Slaney. Previewed June 22, ’53. Running 


time, 76 MINS. 


Stephen Mitchell......... Howard Duff 
eR. ere rrr Eva Bartok 
Smith seeeseeseesss+-Alan Wheatley 
Dr. Keppler ceases Philip Leaver 
Zeer AMGTOWS ..c6 cscs Michael Medwin 
| Phillip Crenshaw ....... Andrew Osborn 


Vanessa 
General Hays 
Colonel Daniels 


errr cre Cecile Chevreau 
....-Anthony Ireland 
Hugh Moxey 


EE dan Od-aara hae . David Horne 
Mrs. Daniels .. Jean Webster-Brough 
Sergt. Peterson...... . Leo Phillips 
Mrs. Rogers Marianne Stone 





Rocket travel in space in the 
plot theme for this science-fiction 
entry, but it comes off as a mild, 
talky and overlengthy melodrama. It 
has achance for a few exploitation 
dates, but mostly will settle for 


| programmer bookings. It was made 
}in England, with Howard Duff the 
; only cast name familiar to the do- 


mestic market, and Lippert Pic- 


} tures handling U. S. distribution. 


Mixed up in a story of man’s 
efforts to perfect space travel via 
rockets is an innocuous romantic 
triangle. Duff, American rocket ex- 
pert, has been loaned to England 
for some highly secret work, but 
his devotion to duty lets his wife. 
Cecile Chevreau, become bored 
and she takes up with Andrew Os- 


, born, a scientist who plans to steal 


/ and 


the secrets for a foreign govern- 
ment. 

Thus, stage is set for him to be 
accused of murder when the wife 
other scientist mysteriously 
disappear. Alan Wheatley,  in- 


| vestigator, charges Duff with hav- 


fires land to retaliate, and take 
the offensive. War cargoes for 
Rommel’s Afrika Corps are 
spotted and bombed. 

A dual love interest impinges 
rather apologetically upon this 
war scarred scene, with Muriel | 
Pavlow giving an endearing per- 
formance as a Maltese girl in 
j}love with her chief, played in a 
forthright manner by Anthony 
Steel. Flora Robson gives a dis- 


tinguished characterization of a 
| steadfast, sorrowing Maltese moth- 
ler stoically facing the prospect of 


‘ing placed the bodies of the miss- 


ing couple on a three-stage rocket, 


|then arranged so it will fail to re- 


|her son's execution for treason. | 
| Nigel Stock, as the boy, registers 
| strongly during his fleeting ap- | 


pearance. 
Bulk of the acting laurels go to 


| 


turn to earth as scheduled and re- 
main suspended as a virtual sate- 
lite. To prove his innocence Duff 
determines to go up in another 
rocket and use its force to tow the 
first missile back to earth. Eva 


George Sanders | 


original re-| 


He buys | 


Miss. Payton | 


ee 


‘Bartok, mathematics expert w} 
in love with 
with him. Meanwhile, the investi; .. 
tor has found the missing coupje 
but too late to prevent the take- 


10 1g 
Duff, arranges to £6 


off. During the flight, Duff and 
Miss Bartok encounter trouble. but 
manage to free manual controls in 
time to head the rocket back to 
earth. : 
Terence Fisher's direction is ex. 
tremely methodical, as is the play- 
ing, and script constantly betra\<« 
its radio play origin by running jo 
long sides of static dialog. Very 
little excitement is whipped up 
although the finale rocket flic)t 
and danger to the hero and hy. 
ine, has a fair amount of suspen 
The Exclusive Films production 
by Michael Cerreras, was scripted 
by Paul Tabori and Richard [..; 
|dau for the radio play by Charlec< 
Eric Maine. Lensing by Reginald 
| Wyer and the other technica! 
| sists are standard. Picture neece 
considerable editorial tightenin; 


Bre 





e 





La Pocharde 
(The Drunkard) 
(FRENCH) 


Paris, June 30 
Warner Bros. release of Radius 





~ 


tion. Stars Pierre Brasseur. Directed }\ 
| Georges Combret. Screenplay Clauce 
| Boissol fom novel by Jules Mary: camera 
Pierre Petit; editor, Germaine Foucuet 
At Normandie, Paris. Running time, 99 
MINS. 
Dc /din ima glk and ewe Pierre Brasse 
Denise Monique M« 
Giselle errt rte Sophie Le ( 
Jacques cocccccccevesce Francois |} t 
Prey a err re Henri >} tier 
a MERC COCR PTT Eee Pauline ¢ ton 
SS eee eee : Gabrielle 
Le Marche Alfred Adam 
Warner has picked up a mild 
entry here for the Gallic as wel! a 
U.S. dates. It has some boxoffice 


pull here via the Pierre Brasseur 
| name, but for the U.S. the plodding 
| dramatics, below par direction and 
technical aspects and thesping rele- 
| gate this to only dualer fare 

Story of a murder and the town 
gossip as well as the hatred of a 
femme outsider is told in halting 
visual manner with unnecessary 
narration. The bit characters, 
which do not pay off, distract from 
the only valid interest of the film 
the murder. 

A husband who has been es 
tranged from his sick wife comes 
back to see her and decides to take 
the children away from her uniil 
'she is well. His sudden murder 
turns suspicion to her. Pierre Bras- 
seur, a town character and lawyer, 
comes in to save her. Aside from 
Brasseur the thesping is standard 
while lensing and editing are just 
par. 

Director Georges Combret slows 
| this up with too much static scenics, 
| and the talk gets in the way of any 
| film movement. Monique Melinaud 
is good as the accused, tortured 
mother. But Sophie Leclerc and 
Jacques Patrice, as the love stricken 
adolescents walk through their 
roles in a wooden manner. Mos! 


- 
Devil's Plot 
(BRITISH) 

Herbert Bregstein release of Pathe- 
British National production. Stars Mery) 
Johns, Robert Beatty, Nova Pilbeam. Pi 
rected by Paul L. Stein. Screenplay. Jack 
Whittingham, from original story by Guy 


Morgan. At Rialto, N.Y., June 19, 53 
Running time, 90 MINS. 

at. SOD 5. SK edeengeucese Robert Beatty 
Se.  MUEOE 620600 cases Mervyn Johns 
.. ff errr Nova Pilbeam 
Sister Johnson ....... .. Margaretta Scott 
OO errr ae Sybilla Binder 
Mrs. Coles Seadeteseas Marie Lohr 
Professor Inman ....... Karel Stepaneck 
SE 5 5c cavpeeanaesee Alan Wheatley 


Dr. Forrester Antony Eustrel 





“Devil’s Plot” is a heavy-handed 
British meller that is so filled 
with homicide it is a wonder the 
censors did not do much heavier 
pruning. Despite the pic’s many 
flaws, Paul L. Stein’s smooth di- 
rection manages to maintain 
siderable suspense. Reputedly hav- 
ing been made largely for TV con- 
sumption as “Counterblast,” oris- 
inal title of film, ‘Plot’? unfortun- 
ately appears passably goo! 
enough only for minor situations 
because lacking names for Ameri- 
can audiences. 

Story concerns a fanatical Nadi 
bacteriologist, escaped from 4 
prisoner-of-war camp, who is cat- 
| rying on his experiment with dead- 
| ly serums in England. He manasts 
| this by slaying an Australian mcc- 
|ico, just arrived in London. Just 
how he manages to disguise !1'8 
heavy German accent (supposec'y 
at least) and fake being a veter 
Aussie is a quirk that the scripte! 
never quite explain. However, 
they would have one believe '\ 
goes ahead with his experiments i" 
immunization against plage’ 
germs. Crowning bit of melocre- 
matics is when he asks his come! 
| assistant (also from Australia) 
test his new-found vaccine. 

When she comes through t's 
test successfully, the Nazi mecico 
falls in love with her and murce's 
his German femme espionare 
agent instead of the Aussie i!** 
who had been marked for the s'@)- 
ing. And so, after about seven 





cone 





> a= 


reels, everybody suddenly becomes 
suspicious of the Nazi doctor—and 
(Continued on page 18) 
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DEAR AL: JANE RUSSELL AND 
MARILYN MONROE ARE GIVING THE 
WARNER THEATRE HERE ONE OF 

THE BIGGEST WEEKS IN ITS 
HISTORY. FIRST 5 DAYS OF 
"GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES" 

| INDICATES NEW ALL-TIME 

\| |HOUSE RECORD. "BLONDES" IS 
_ \\ JAN EXHIBITOR'S BEST FRIEND. 
Ay TED SCHLANGER 
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Devil's Plot 

he hits the road, only to die like 
the rats with whom he had been 
experimenting. : 

Mervyn John, as the Nazi bac- 
teriologist, introduces a new type 
of screen villain, since he is short 
and squat of stature. It is an in- 
tense, hard-bitten villain’ type 
which he portrays, with only the 


surrounding cast not hep to the 
fact that he is a German. Robert 
Beatty is his suspicious lab assist- 
ant. acting more like an American 


than a Britisher. Nova 
young veteran of countless British 
pix, is head and shoulders above 
her material as the Aussie miss 


who acts as the Nazi's private aide 
Lesser role all nicely cast, are 
taken bs Marie Lohr, Sybilla 


Binder and Karel Stepaneck 
Jack Whittingham did an= ac- 
ceptable screenplay from an orig- 
inal story by Guy Morgan 
Wear. 


Genevieve 
(BRITISH—COLOR) 


Top-ranking British comedy 
looks like top coin-getter; lack 
of American-known names 
may hurt chances in U. S. 


London, June 9. 


General Film Distributors release of 


Sirius Productions film Stars Dinah 
Sheridan, John Gregson, Kay Kendall, 
Kenneth More Produced and directed 
by Henry Cornelius Screenplay, Wil 
liam Kose camera, Christopher Challis; 
editor, Clive Donner; music, Larry Adler. 


At Leicester Square Theatre, Running 


time, 86 MINS, 


Alan John Gregson 
Wendy Dinah Sheridan 
Ambrose Claverhouse Kenneth More 
Hosalind Peter Kay Kendall 


Geoffrey Keen 
Harold Siddons 
Joyce Grenfell 
Arthur 


First Speed Cop 
Second Speed Cop 
Hotel Proprietress 
Elderly Gentleman 
A top-ranking comedy which 
will get full laughs wherever it ‘s 
shown, this latest British entry 
should prove to be a top money- 
make It is tunny non-stop, with 
a chuckle in almost every foot. A 
winner for the British industry in 
particular and for the picture busi- 
ness in general. Lack of names 
may hurt chances ia the U. S. 


This British entry is based on a | 


simple event. The scripters have 
chosen as their subject the annual 


London-to-Brighton rally for vet- | 
eran cars which have been on the 
road since before the first World 
War. Around this event, they have 


woven a yarn packed with divert- 
ing and hilarious situations. The 
Technicolor photography shows off 
the English countryside to its best 
advantage, and is another plus as- 
set 

The “Genevieve” of the title ts: 
a vintage 1904 car which has been 
entered for the rally by its en- 
thusiastic owner, John Gregson. 
His wife, Dinah Sheridan, hardly 
shares his enthusiasm but joins 
him on the run and there is con- 
stant good-natured bickering be- 
tween them and their friendly 
rivals, Kenneth More and his girl- 
friend, Kay Kendall. But the ri- 
valry becomes intense on the re- 
turn journey, ending up with a 
wager as to which car will be the 
first over Westminster Bridge. 

With this framework, there are 
ample opportunities for comedy in- 
cident. Not one is missed. There 
are laughs galore as either one or 
the other is in difficulty, culminat- 
ing in a series of clashes with the 
cops, including a charge for speed- 
ing 

First-rate direction by Henry 
Cornelius keeps the camera _ fo- 
cused almost entirely on the four 


principals, and rarely has a star- | 
ling foursome been so consistently | 


good. Dinah Sheridan's sophisti- 
cated performance is a good con- 
trast to John Gregson'’s more sul- 
len interpretation. Kenneth More’s 
exuberance is well-matched by Kay 
Kendall's effervescent portrayal. 

Music composed and played by 
Larry Adler qualifies for top rat- 
ing. Christopher Challis has done 
a fine job of color lensing. Myro. 


La Vie Passionece 
De Clemenceau 
(Passionate Life of Clemenceau) 
(FRENCH—DOCU MENTARY) 
Paris, June 1. 
Corona release of Hoche production 
Directed by Gilbert Proteau. Written by 
Jacques Le Bailiv; camera, Roger Dor 
moy; editor, L. M. Acar: commentary by 
Yves Furet. J. P. Grenier. Tradeshown in 

Paris. Running time, 80 MINS, 


Film is an evocation of the life of 





Georges Clemenceau told through | 


old photos, 
and ancient 
though 


paintings, 
newsreel 
film is well 


engravings 
clips. Al- 
mounted and 


has a sociological and curio appeal, | 


its extremely historical and na- 
tionalistic tone siants this for 
possible use in universities or lec- 
ture showings. This is a bit too off- 


Film Reviews 
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Pilbeam, | 


Wontner | 








beat and particular for art house 
interest. ; 
This takes the fiery, old Gallic 
| statesman through his youth and 
early influences, travel and his po- 
| litical life. Commentary made up 
of his speeches and excerpts from 
his memoirs gives cohesion and 
| credence to the string of images 
that trace the history of France 
and Clemenceau over its critical 
periods of change and war. 
Newsreel and special footage 
taken for the pic are well blended 
| while thé musical score also helps 
in giving this background. Mosk. 





Mon Mari Est 
Merveilleux 


(My Husband Is Marvelous) 
(FRENCH) 

Paris, June 1. 
Pathe Consortium production and release 
Stars Fernand Gravey, Sophie Desmarets. 
| Directed by Andre Hunebelle. Screenplay, 
Joan  Halain Gravey camera, Marcel 
Grignon; editor, Jean Feyte. At Balzac, 
Paris. Running time, 90 MINS. 
( 


' 


j 


laude Fernand Gravey 
; Sylvia m .. Soprie Desmarets 
MACHOMNS 6c cccacweee Elina Labourdette 


oneee Jacques Castelot | 


Jacques Dynam | 
. Pierre Larquey | 


ping | 


Christion 
Francois 
| Henri 


| Andre Hunebelle has a formula | 
| for making sprightly comedies out | 
| of tried situations. Use of names 
}and unpretentious treatment usu- 
lally has made these swiftly-made 
comedies pay off here. For the US.. | 
this familiar comedy has only a few 








arty theatre possiblities since it} 
i|hues to venerable theme of the| 
|blase newspaperwoman and the} 


| misogynist writer finally welded 
| together by love. Lack of original- 
itv in ‘pacing and characterization 
| does not bring this out of the ordi- 
nary pic category. 

Film has Fernand Gravey as a 
woman-hating, non-conformist nov- 
elist who is the victim of a big 
ruse generated by a femme news- 
| hound. She worms her way into his 
confidence by playing the mal- 
| treated orphan servant of her rich, 
{neurotic triend. When love comes 
|a photo of the two in a newspaper 
| brings a poorly-staged scuffle and 
| final clinch. 
| Gravey is good as the brusque 
writer while Sophie Desmarets is 
refreshing as the columnist. Stand- 
ard portraits are supplied by Elina 
Labourdette, as a mondaine beauty, 
and Jacques Castelot, as the vapid 

lover. Mosk. 
| _—S 


Retour De Don Camillo 


(The Return of Don Camillo) 
(FRANCO-ITALIAN) 
Paris, June 9. 
Cinedis release of Francinex-Rizzoli 
production Stars Fernandel, Gino Cervi. 
Directed by Julien Duvivier. Screenplay, 


Rene Barjavel, Duvivier from novel by 
Giovanni Guareschi; camera, Anchise 
Brizzi; editor, Marthe Pencin. At Rerlitz, 
Paris, June 7, ‘53. Running time, 115 
MINS. 

Don Camillo ...esee. ee .. Fernandel 
Peppone ....... Cevecceseesees Gino Cervi 
CA MBM oc 60006000002 0000.02650Reeee 
Serer ere Alexandre Rignault 
SEE, viceoscaeeneaes ...Paolo Stoppa 





After breaking all b.o. records 
here last vear, Don Camillo is back 
again under the title, “Return of 
Don Camillo.” This sequel has 
twice as much bombast and plot 
as its predecessor. While it may 
not make twice aS much money, 
this has all the popular prerequi- 
sites for big grosser here. The 
Fernandel monicker, popularity of 
the previous release and the fine 
|embroidering of all episodes in 
| this sprawling good-humored pic 
| by Julien Duvivier should make 
this good for art houses in the U.S. 

This takes up exactly where the 
other left off and follows Don Ca- 
millo after he has been sent to an- 
other parish as penitence for 
crowning his friendly-enemy Pep- 
pone, the Communist Mayor, with 
a table. The town soon realizes 
its need for the rambunctious, vio- 
lent and humane priest when old 
men refuse to die and young peo- 
ple refuse to marry. 

Camillo comes back to his be- 





| 
1 





| gel. Screenplay, 








loved parish from his. enforced 
Calvary to run into a multitude of 
troubles and fights with his vis-a- | 
vis Peppone. But a flood again} 
unites the two friends for an end- | 
ing promising still another sequel. | 

Although the film is overlong, 
j the firm directorial hand of Duvi- 
vier keeps this bowling along as 
,its mixture of polities, religion, | 
humanity and action combine to 
make this another top popular 
item. Fernandel is again perfect | 
las the dynamic, threatening and 
{humble priest while Gino Cervi is 
a fine foil as the dogmatic, raging | 
mavor. 

Remainder of the cast is excel-| 
lent. Fine camera work is an asset 
in delineating the murky country- | 
sides and the bucolic characters. | 
Production is good, and 


dress is 
transparencies and flood sequences 
are well handled. 


Mosk. | 


Minuit... Quai De Berey 
(Midnight... Quai De Bercy) 
(FRENCH) 

Paris, June 1. 

Disci release of ETPC production. Stars 
Erich Von Stroheim, Madeleine Robinson, 
Lysiane Rey. Directed by Christian Sten- 
€ Claude Accursi from 
novel by Pierre Lamblin; . camera, Rene 
Gaveau; editor, Claude Nicole. At Georges 
V, Paris. Running time, 100 MINS. 
Madeleine Robinson 


Keitfer sec niet hey Erich Von Stroheim 
DM. £cccieadecets4e6ese Philipe Lemaire 
BIO sccccescesssvcsedcs Lysiane Rey 
GFOCEP ..ccccccccccesees Francis Blanche 
WHE cb cesccncesdrvecsesses Rosy Varte 





An acceptably unfolded if rou- 
tine whodunit, this uses the murder 
of a voluptuous, tawdry concierge 
(certainly a rare type of janitress) 
as basis for cross-sectioning the in- 
mates of second-rate tenement in 
Paris. This has a few novel twists 
plus the name of Erich Von Stro- 
heim for art theatre dates in the 
U.S. However, pedestrian pacing 
and obviousness of most characters 
lead to a strained suspense. 

The curvaceous janitress wreaks 
chaos and hatred among her 
strangely assorted roomers, and 
her knifing leaves a big gallery of 
suspects to choose from. All have 
motives among this batch of stand- 
ard Gallic types from the love sick 
student and drunk grandmother to 
the skirt-chasing grocer and the 
prating evangelist. Case is investi- 
gated by a soft-hearted inspector 
and an amateur femme criminolo- 
gist. 

Christian Stengel’s’ treatment 
lacks originality, and the dramatic 
pacing soon slows this down to a 
walk. Erich Van Stroheim is drama- 
tic enough as the self-styled evan- 
gelist while Madeleine Robinson 
is amply reserved as the snooping 
dame criminologist. Lysiane Rey 
brings a fine chassis and erotic 
temperament to the role of the dis- 
turbing concierge. Remainder of 
cast is adequate. Mosk. 





Die Rose Von Stambul 
(The Rose of Stambul) 
(GERMAN) 

Berlin, June 23. 

Prisma release of Central Europa pro- 
duction, Stars Inge Exger, Albert Lieven, 
Grethe Weiser, Hans Richter, Paul Hoer- 
biger. Directed by Karl Anton. Screen- 
play, Walter Forster and Joachim Wede- 
kind; camera, Fritz Arno Wagner; music, 
Leo Fall. At Gloria Palast, Berlin. Run- 
ning time, 108 MINS, 


- 

This is a typical German average 
production which will go well with 
local audiences. Host of name | 
stars plus Leo Fall's operetta mu- 
sic give it special exploitation val- 
ues but its chances internationally 
appear limited. 

“Rose” is a so-called musical 
comedy with a Turkish  back- 
ground. Old-hat plot concerns the 
young niece of an aged pasha who 
is to marry the secretary of a lega- 
tion. Since the composer and sec- 
retary are one and the same per-| 
son, this angle provides funny sit- 
uations, 

Karl Anton has directd this ve- 
hicle with little originality. He pri- 
marily concerned himself with the 
half-naked harem gals. Action is 
very dull at times. Comely Inge 
Egger and sympathetic Albert 
Lieven play a convincing romantic 
couple. The most polished per- 
formance is given by Grethe We1- 
ser as Miss Egger’s governess, 
while Gunther Philipp is good as 
a seedy actor. Others turn in more 
or less mechanical performances. 

Technical credits are’ varied. 
Lensing sometimes is a bit dim 
but generally okay. Musical score 
is on the plus side. Hans. 








La Pasion Desnuda 
(Naked Passion) 
(ARGENTINE) 


Buenos Aires, June 23. 

Interamericana release of Adolfo Glas- 
serman production. Stars Maria Felix, 
Carlos Thompson; features Eduardo Cui- 
tino, Hector Calcano, Diana Ingro, Diana 
Myriam Jones, Milagros de la Vega. Di- 
rected by Luis Cesar Amadori. Screen- 
play. Gabriel Pena, inspired from legend 
of “Thais” by Anatole France; camera, 
Antonio Merayo: editor, Jorge Garate. 
Music, Julian Bautista. Running time, 111 
MINS. 





Strong boxoffice possibilities 
were wrapped up in this, but a 
corny story detracts from what 
might have been a good draw in 
outside markets. However, it is 
sure to gross heavily at home 
through the teaming of Mexican 
Maria Felix with Carlos Thomp- 





son, every Argentine girl's male 
favorite. The Felix sex appeal 
might help sell this in the U.S. 


It seems a pity that local pro- 
ducers persist in throwing away 
such cast possibilities, great slices 
of coin and misguided effort on 
this type of obsolete, stereotyped 
story material. There are no sus- 
pense values available, and much | 
of the difficulty is in the lack of! 
credibility. 

Plot has an unscrupulous courte- | 
sane, Miss Felix, ruthlessly cynical. | 
who drives a famous surgeon to} 
suicide by her extravagance after 
seducing his daughter's fiance, | 


Thompson, The latter teaches her 
to accept her child's illness as 
punishment from heaven. She 


gives away her wealth to repent 


as a convent lay-worker, meeting 
her death after climbing a hill to 
Calvary on her knees to expiate 
her sins. The humane young doc- 
tor, whose’ inspirational faith 
shows her the way, conveniently 
succumbs once or twice to her sex 
lure. 





There is at least some almost 
sparkling dialogue along the way. 
Certainly both Miss Felix and 
Thompson give what are for them 
freer and more natural perform- 





ances than in the past. It is about 
his best role to date. She is most 
convincing in sack-cloth = sans 


makeup. 

No small part of the film’s lure 
for local audiences are the lux- 
uricus sets and the Mexican star’s 
costumes, the former including a 
foam bath scene. There is some 
good photography by Antonio Me- 
rayo. Also the customary political 
propaganda has been slipped in} 
when Miss Felix describes her for- 
mer poverty because “in the ‘old 
days’ the workers did not get a 
fair wage.” 

Luis Cesar Amadori’s direction 
clears the dramatic hurdles ade- 
quately. Nid. 


Art. 519, Codice Penale 
(Article 519, Penal Code) 
(FRANCO-ITALIAN) 


Rome, June 1. 
Zeus Film-ENIC release of a Zeus-Fran- 
cinex production. Stars Henri Vidal, Paolo 





Stoppa, Cosetta Greco. Directed by 
Leonardo Cortese. Screenplay, Cortese, } 
Biancoli, Brusati, Ojetti, Cajoli, from 


story by Cortese; camera, Anchise Brizzi; 
sets, Virgilio Marchi; music, Carlo Inno- 
cenzi; editor, Otello Colangeli. At Fiamma, 
Rome. Running time, 87 MINS. 





SEMEN  Sé0b60006e800 deer es Cosetta Greco | 
MORALS ccctecerseccecsces Henri Vidal 
LUISA .ccccccccsessrces Rosi Mazzacurati | 
BOWEL: 000608 sasteaveces . Paolo Stoppa 


ee 

This film is first directorial ef- | 
fort by ex-thesper Leonardo Cor- | 
tese, and unevenness betrays the | 
lack of firm guidance and inexperi- 
ence. Initial reaction should be 
okay in local runs, thanks to title 
and story. But word-of-mouth won't 
help it. It is dubious for the over- 
seas market except as a mild ex- 
ploitation pic. 

Article 519 in Italian penal code 
covers carnal violence’ (original 
title carried this tab, but was cut 
by censor) and story deals with 
man (Henri Vidal) who refuses to 
marry girl (Cosetta Greco) after 
her family discovers their relation- 
ship. Parents bring him to court 
on a charge of violence to a minor. 
He is jailed and the case becomes 
source of town gossip. Their mar- 
riage, agreed upon to avoid a| 
longer sentence, is unhappy until 
they are brought together by mu- 
tual attempts to save his sister 
(Rosi Mazzacurati), who has likewise | 
gotten in trouble with a boy. Tale 
doesn’t jell, however, and is rarely 
convincing, and generally boils 
down to much ado about very little. 

Henri Vidal and Paolo Stoppa 
give the picture whatever weight it 
has while Rosi Mazzacurati handles | 
her role as the younger sister in 
refreshing manner. Anchise Brizzi’s 
pocroatepey is good. Musical score 
»9y Carlo Innocenzi has a familiar 
ring. 





Hawk. 





Tomoyuki Yamashita 
(General Yamashita) 
(JAPANESE) 

Tokyo, June 23. 


A Toei release of Hiroshi Okawa pro- 
duction. Stars Sessue Hayakawa. Directed 
by Hiroshi Okawa. Screenplay, Yasutaro 
Yagi, Hiroshi Nishazawa. Previewed in 
Tokyo. Running time. 90 MINS, 





Preceded by much bally, this is | 
the first of many Japanese films 
dealing with the war in the Pa- 
cific now under production. Pro- 
duced by leftist tinged Hiroshi 
Okawa, because of a weak script, 
the pie fails to get across much 
message of any sort. It is neither ; 
anti-war nor anti-American. Neith- 
er does it succeed in depicting 
General Yamashita as “a _ great 
soldier who died a tragic death.” | 

Instead of relating, for instance, 
the personal conflict between Gen- 
eral Tojo and General Yamashita, 
which is known to have been re- 
sponsible for the latter’s assign- 
ment to the Philippine command, 
the film wastes footage on the 
plight of Japanese non-combatants. 

Characterization of Yamashita is 
confused also. Sessue Hayakawa, 
who gives the only laudable per- 
formance in the film despite this, 
fails to maintain a steady charac- 
terization, wavering between be- 
nign kindness and_ half-baked 
cruelty. 

Military court scene, hampered | 
by amateurish performances by lo- 
cally recruited Americans, includ-|} 
ing Bob Booth, Jay Gluck, and | 
Seigfried Lindstrom, nevertheless | 








,is probably the best a Japanese | 


studio could stage. Testimonies 
described by Filipinas and Chinese | 


; women about Japanese atrocities ' 


lack drama and force. Instead, pic 
has irrelevant details. As Japa- 
nese civilians fice cities into the 
hills, they are bombed and strafed | 
by American planes. But the scene | 
of U.S. tanks shooting the non- 


combatants is so clumsily handled | 
that the true import of it escapes, 
Lars. | 


the viewer. 


| smart, thoroughbred lookers. T! 


'Harry M. Warner. 


No Te Ofendas, Beatriz 


(Don’t Be Offended, Beatrice) 
(MEXICAN) 


Mexico City, June 23. 


Distribuidora Mexicana de 
release of Producciones Tepevac produc. 
tion. Stars Alma Rosa Aguirre, Abel 
Salazar, Manuel Fabregas; features Anabe} 
Gutierrez, Domingo Soler, Otilia Larra. 
naga, Tanna Lynn. Directed by Julian 
Soler. Screenplay, Luis and Raquel A}. 
coriza, based on play by Carlos Arniches: 
camera, Rosalio Solaso; music, Luis Her- 
nandez Breton. At Cine Mariseala, Mexi 0 
City. Running time, 91 MINS 


Peliculas 





Producer Oscar Dancinger’s |at- 
est, this_is like a cold drink pare 
taken of leisurely in slick environ- 
ment on a hot afternoon. Not so 
substantial, but very refreshing. 
It’s a high comedy, with Mexican. 
ization of the old pop play by Car. 
los Arniches, a top Spanish play- 
wright. 

“Beatrice” is carried by four of 
Mexico's leading and best looking 
younger players. Alma Rosa 
Aguirre and Anabel Gutierrez ar 
costuming is sightly. They make 
the most of, but strictly parlorlike, 
of limbs and gay lingerie in rough 
and tumble, of which there’s just 
enough. There’s a neat satire on 
Mexican TV as an added angle 

Abel Salazar, a handsome he- 
man, and Manuel Fabregas, of 
most mobile face and body, hand- 
ily carry the male side. Julian 
Soler again proves himself as a 
topflight director. His elder broth- 
er, Domingo, though, is not at his 
best in the role of Miss Aguirre’s 
rasping father. Camerawork and 
scenery are okay. Doug 








See U.S. Favoring | 


aun Continued from page 3 ——— 


S acelenetietentioentd 
Pear] Harbor. Cohen emphasized 
that ,with Warners allocated only 
14 permits in Japan, ‘we want to 
send into such a selective market 
only what is good for us.” He said 
that WB reps in Japan had found 
no resistance whatever against the 
film. In fact, the Japanese them- 
selves are now turning out war pix 
with a Pacific background relate 
ing to World War II. 

‘Tasteless’? 

Commenting on the fact that 
“Task Force” had been cleared by 
everyone, from the American Em- 
bassy in Tokyo to the Pentagon’s 
Psychological Warfare Division and 
Japanese exhibs, Cohen termed 
protests against showing of the 
film “tasteless and inconsiderate.” 
He said the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America, to which the other 
companies’ managers in Japan. had 
cabled protesting the “Task Force” 
release, was on his side. 

While the storm over “Task 
Force” is unique, it is reminiscent 
of the difficulties encountered by 
20th-Fox when it first tried to re- 
lease “The Desert Fox,” the story 
of Nazi Field Marshall Rommel, 
in Germany. The U. S. High Com- 
mission there advised against pic’s 
showing to the Germans, but 20th 
eventually released it anyway. 


The radiogram of the American 
Chamber of Commerce in Japan 
was addressed to MPAA prexy Erie 
Johnston, with copies also going to 
Sec. of State John Foster Dulles, 
U. S. Chamber of Commerce head 
Richard L. Bowditch and WB prexy 
The Chamber 
said release of the film would fos- 
ter additional hard feelings be- 
tween the Japanese and the Amer- 
ican people. It cited reaction to 
Republic’s “Sands of Iwo Jima” 
which played to huge audiences in 
Japan last year. . 

Observers in Japan felt that 
much of the “Task Force” hassle 
was stirred up by supporters of the 
proposed Japanese censorship 
board who include some non-Amer- 
ican foreign film reps and a few 
reps of U. S. indies. There were 
reminders, too, that Metro’s “Sixty 
Seconds Over Tokyo” was forcibly 
withheld from showing in Japan. 














Jap Press Screening 
Tokyo, July 7. 
Confirmation of receipt of radio- 
grams to Eric Johnston, Motion 


| Picture Assn. of America prexy, 
| protesting the showing in Japan 


of “Task Force” (WB), has been 
received here by the senders, nine 
local reps of the 10 major U. S. 
film companies and the American 
Chamber of Commerce in Japan. 
No indication of action to be taken 
by MPAA, if any, was given. 

Meanwhile, Warner Bros.’ Japan 
rep J. E. Dagal took his case to 
the press via a special screening 
for the members of the Tokyo press 
corps (2). Consensus of the re- 
sponsible correspondents who saw 
film was that it contained no ma- 
terial which could be considered 
objectional by adults, Japanese or 
American. 
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GET ABOARD THE 
EXPLOITATION 
PICTURE OF 
YEAR! 








mil: 


BAND 


M-G-M’s TOP 
teal, ice) Ke) e 
MUSICAL 





MOST PUBLICIZED: 


Just the beginning, coming and current publicity: Cover on Life. 
Full pages in Life. Cover on Newsweek, big story inside. N. Y. 
Times Magazine (nationally circulated), publicity spread. Collier's, 
song layout. Sunday Mirror (nationally circulated), Movie of Week 
layout. Screenland, cover. Ladies’ Home Journal, photograph and 
copy. Associated Press, publicity layout. Look, cover, inside 
story. Photoplay, photo layout. American Magazine, colored 
photo. Coronet, full page Movie of Month. Tempo Magazine, 
2-page layout. King Features Syndicate, feature and art. Motion 
Picture Magazine, Modern Screen, Movie Spotlight, Screen Stars, 
Movie Play, all carry stories and art. Space does not permit more 
details of what will be the greatest publicity barrage of recent years! 


* 
BIG AD CAMPAIGN: 


Sensational newspaper display ads. Exciting teaser ads. Fan Maga- 
zine full pages in all leading publications. Picture of the Month 
column in 9 top national magazines. Full page in Look. Other 
advertising, including ads in connection with Song Contest. 


* 


SONG CONTEST: 


A big National Contest tied in to local level. Blankets America 
with 80 top radio stations (with some TV promotion). One week 
of playing records from “Band Wagon” album. Contest with 
listeners writing in their favorite song and in 25 words or less 
why they want to see the picture. Prizes for disc jockeys, station 
managers, public. One of the most complete contests ever staged 
by films, with special promotional platters, star and song-writer 
interviews, 


* 
"BAND WAGON” ALBUM! 


Available for tie ups. 10,000 dummy covers of M-G-M Records 
Album, 3-col. co-op ads and mats. Dealer-exhibitor window 
contests, Full page trade ad in Record Review. 250 Albums for 
disc jockeys. 





FRED ASTAIRE STUDIOS! 


Posting special photos in all studios nationwide. New York 
headquarters has sent contest ideas to its affiliates, has purchased 
hundreds of stills and is using “Band Wagon” mention in ads. 


* 
OTHER MUSIC TIE UPS! 


Dummy sheet music covers for window display. Other record 
companies will assist with their own recordings. 


* 
NBC BROADCAST! 


NBC on Saturday, July 11th from 3 to 3:30 on “What's The 
Score” will broadcast full half hour of songs from the M-G-M 
Records Album of “The Band Wagon.” Carried on more than 
100 stations. Tie in with this locally. Many more stunts and 
peomotions on Radio and TV, such as Stork Club, Winchell, 
Ed Sullivan. Also, girls in costume visit disc jockeys. 


* 
WINDOW DISPLAYS! 


For Music Hall Premiere in New York many exciting window 
tie ups arranged, which can be duplicated everywhere. 
* 
DIETZ-SCHWARTZ TOUR! 


“The Band Wagon” song-writers will make tour of cities for 
publicity, appear on radio, TV, etc. They have recorded special 
interview platters for use everywhere otherwise. 


* 
SONG WRITERS’ SALUTE! 


More than 25 of America’s top song writers have given permis- 
sion to use their names as in following example: “Irving Berlin 
gets aboard THE BAND WAGON saluting the 25th Anniversary 
of Howard Dietz and Arthur Schwartz.” ) 


. 
TEASER, REGULAR TRAILERS! 


Sensational Technicolor teaser and full-length trailers. Use them 
as far in advance as possible. 


ns 
NEW SEASON IDEA! 


Many theatres plan to use the phrase: “Get Aboard The Band 
Wagon” asa slogan for their whole line-up of new season shows, 
even though they may not play ‘Band Wagon” first. The phrase 
is a refreshing change from the usual “New Season Film Festivals, 
etc.” Those who play it as a lead-off of their new Fall Movie 
Season will not only sell “Band Wagon” but it’s a perfect spring- 
board for the whole program. 


PRESS SERVICES! 


Special service of Art and stories to Key City papers through 
M-G-M press representatives. Special direct-mail of color art and 
features to list of editors. 


~ 
ACCESSORIES! PRESS BOOK: 


Special accessories, including set of color stills, lobby hanger, 
window display pieces in two sizes. The 24-sheet provides two 
exceptional cut-outs. For the complete ticket-selling plan on 
“The Band Wagon” see the showmanship press-book, containing 
a wealth of material to assure a well-promoted engagement. 
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MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 9) 
Satisfactory $7,500 Last wees 
Jeast From 20,000 Fathom 
(WB), slipped after strong ope nine, 
but wound up to boff $12,000 
RKO-Pan (RKO) .600; 65-85) 


“Beast hror 20,000 Fathoms” | 
(WB mi. Moved here after its 
big initial Orpheum stanza. Still 
profitable at $4,500 Last week 
. mnie Frou Outer Space” U> 
(4th wk.) at 75-$1, good $4,500 
State (Pa: 2.300; 75-$1) ‘The 
Ma AA Mild $8,000. Last 
Vv Are ’ (M-G), light $7,000. 
World ‘Mann 400: 55-$1.20 
“Story of Three Love M-G) (3d 


wk). Finishing moderately success- 
ful run. Tame $2,500. Last week, 
neat $3,600 ~ 


Heat Hits St. Loo But 


‘Stiff’ Sock $20,00 

St. Louis, July 7. 
rerrific heat wave gripped town 
over weekend Only two of the 
mainstem houses are showing any 
b.o. strength Annual convention 
of Elks and the Shriner Circus | 
aren't helping. Fox with “Scared 
Stiff’ is the leader with “Man in|} 


_| Be nerally 


BUFF SLIPS; WET ” MILD 
$12,000, ‘HOUDINY DITTO 


Buffalo, July 7. 
fresh product, biz is 
slow in 
“Dans jerou: Hagin Wet” is mild at 
ithe Buff: vhile “Houdini” is 
only fair at ‘the Paramount. “Beast 


Despite 


'Brulatour Org on SEC’s 


} 


dowsted keys. | 


From 22.000 Fathoms” is okay at 
the Center 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loews) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Dangerous When Wet” (M-G) and 
“Trail Blazers” ndie). Mild $12 
000 Last week “Dream Wife” 

M-G) and “Lu Girls” (UA), 
$10 000 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
‘$loudini” (‘Par) and “Blades of | 


Musketeers” (Indie). Fair $12,000 


| Last week, “Sangaree” (Par), over | 
$13,000 
Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70)—‘'The 
Beast From 20.000 Fathoms” (WB). 
Maybe good $9,000. Last week, 
“South Sea Woman” (WB) (2d wk), 
better than $5,000 
Lafayette ‘Basil’ (3.000; 40-70)— 
“Ambush at Tomahawk Gap” ‘(Col 
and “Siren of Bagdad” (Col). 
Drab $6,000. Last week, “Francis 
Covers Big Town” (U) and “Col- 
umn South” (U), $8,000. 
Century ‘20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 


the Dark” Biz elsewhere 
is spott: 


Estimates for 


runnerup. 


This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-75) 
—‘Desert Song’ (WB) and “Take | 
Me to Town” ‘(U). (2d wk). Good 
$14,000 after swell $18,000 for first 
frame 

Fox F&M) +#5.000; 60-75) 
“Scared Stiff’ (Par) and “Cow | 
Country” (AA'. Sock $20,000. Last 
week, “Francis Covers Town” ¢U) | 
and “Column South” (U). Fair 
$13,000 

Loew's (Loew) (3.172; 90)—“Man 
in Dark” (Col) and “The 49th Man” 
(Indie Solid $16,000. Last week, 
“Arena’ (M-G) and “Slight Case | 
of Larceny” (M-G). Okay $12,000. | 

Pageant (St. L. Amuse) (1,000; | 
90)——"'Man on ‘Tight Rope” (20th) | 
(3d wk). Good $5,000 after fair | 
$3,500 for second stanza. 

St. Louis (St. L. Amuse) (4,000; 


60-75) “Great Sioux Uprising” 
(U) and “Law and Order” (U). | 
So-so $12,000. Last week, “Beast | 
from 20.000 Fathoms” (2d) wk).|— 
Nice $15.000 

Shady Oak (St. L. Amuse) (800; 
90) —'‘Last Holiday” (AA) (2d wk) 
Oke $3.500 following $3,000 for 


initial frame 


DENVER 


(Continued from page 9) 
“Homesteaders” (AA), 

Last week, “South 
(WB) and “System” 


i 
I 


Poor | 
Sea | 
(WB), | 


and 
$2000. 
Woman” 
$3500. 
North Drive-In (Wolfberg) 
cars; 85)—"‘Powder River” 
and “Stolen Identity” 
Good $5,500. Last week, * 
Kilimanjaro” (20th) and 
Women” (Indie), $7,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 50-85)— | 
“Dangerous When Wet" (M-G) and | 
"Eves of the Jungie”’ (Lip). Good | 
$13,500. Last week, “Beast from 
20.000 Fathoms” 
Citv”’ (AA) (2d wk), $5,000. 
Paramount (Wolfberg) (2.200; 50- 


(750 
(20th) 
(Indie). 
Snows of 
“Dalton 


| 70)\—"' Powder 


| takes 


| from 


| (Par). 


(WB) and “Rebel | ,, 


River” (20th) and 
“Tarzan and She-Devil” (RKO). 
Soft $7,000. Last week, “Affair 
with a  Stranver”’ (RKO) and 
“Sword of Venus” JARRO), ditto. 


‘Wet’ Zesty 12! .G, 3, Omaha: 
‘Sangaree’ Bright $10,000 


Omaha, July 7 
slight upswing thanks 
weekend. However, 
below hopes as 
and auto races, 


Biz took 
to holiday 
were 
peting horse 
toli. “Dangerous When Wet” is 
faring best of new bills. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1.100: 50-76) 
“South Sea Woman” (WB) and 
“Million Dollar Pursuit” (WB). 
Okay $7,000. Last week, “Beast 
20,000 Fathoms” (WB) and 


“Night “Without Stars’ (WB), 


| $8,000 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 76-$1) 
-“‘Sangaree” (Par) and “Spooks” 
Bright $10,000 at 
scale. Last week, “Young 
(M-G) and “Bright Road” 
| $6,500 at 50-70 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 50- 
7( —"Dangerous When Wet” (M-G) 
nese ‘Thunderbirds’ (Rep). Re- 
freshing $12,500. Last week, 

‘Houdini’ (Par) and “Lady Wants 
Mink” (Par), $11.000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 75-$1) — 
“Man in Dark” (Col) and ‘“‘Remains 
to be Seen” (M-G) (2d wk). 
ing around $5,000. Last week, after 
brisk start, duo slowed to $7,000. 


Bess” 
(M-G), 


_——$———— 


BALTIMORE 


(Continued from page 8) 
$14,900. Last week, “Shane” 
(Sth wk), $9,300. 

Little (Rappaport) (310; 25-90)— 
“Tonight at 8:30" (Indie) (2d wk). 
Fair $3,300 after $4,000 opener. 
Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70)— 
City That Never Sleeps” (U). 
Starts tomorrow (Wed.) after mild 


(Par) 





| Siodmak directing. 


com. | 
ball- | 
| games and thrill shows took their | 


| Briefs From Lots | 


upped | 


Hold- | 
| Gabler,” 


85) — “Powder River” (20th) and | Week of “Pony Express” (Par) at 
“Stolen Identity” (Indie), Good | $4,800. ~~ 
$11,000. Last week “Snows of |, New (Mechanic) (1,800; 35-70)— 
Kilimanj iro” (20th) and “Dalton | “White Witch Doctor” (20th). Okay | 
Women" Indie). $10 500 $9,500. Last week, “Destination 
Tabor (Fox) a 967: 50-85) — Gobi" (20th), $6.000 for five days. 
“Hannah Lee” (Indie) and “When | .,?!@yhouse ‘Schwaber) (420; 50- 
Johnny Comes Marching Home” | ee rowned (U) (4th 
(Realart), Good $8,000. Last week, | me tilt drawing at $5,000 after | 
“Son of Belle Starr’ (AA) and | Stanley (WB) (3 280: 25-80) 
“Cow Country” (AA) $4,500. —"- ; , Swe. at 
Valley Drive-In (1,000 cars: 85) “South Sea Woman" (WB). Mod. | 
oo “hades mae” 20th) Poot 'erate $10.400. Last week, “Beast | 
“Stolen Identity” (Indie). Good | $12 000. 20,000 Fathoms (WB), 
$6,000. Last week, “Snows of Kili- P . . 8 
manjaro” (20th) and “Dalton Wom- | 123 Pa. hag a 
en’ (Indie), $7,500 .” 7 000 rie 
Webber (Fox) (750: 50-85) | Space” (U), Socko $17,000 or near. 
“Hannah Lee” Undie) and “When bowy'y oa a eh 
Johnny Comes Marching Home” : 
‘Realart). Good $3.500. Last week, | 
“Son of Belle Starr’ (AA) and | INDIANAPOLIS 
“Cow Country” (AA), $2,500. (Continued from page 9) 


LOUISVILLE 


Continued from page 8) 


From 20.000 Fathoms”’ (WB) (2d 
Wk) tallied fair $6,000. 

Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 
75-99)—""Shane”’ (Par). Weekend | 


holiday, upped scale, and potent 


70-95:\—‘‘Came From Outer Space” 
‘U). Nifty $12.000. Last week. 
“Pony Express” (Par) and “Jamaica 
Run” (Par). Slow $8,000. 

Keith’s (Cockrill-Dolle) (1.600: 
50-76)—“‘Johnny the Giant Killer” 
(Lip) and “Spaceways” (Lip). Slug- 
gish $3,500. Last week, “Scared 
| Stiff” (Par) (m.o.). Good $5,000. 


| 


a, combining to give house} Loew's (Loew's) (2.427; 50-76) — 
yiggest take in many a day. Should | “Dangerous When Wet” (M-G) and 
grab tremendous $25,000. Last | “Glass Wall” (Col). Slick $11,000. 
week, “Jamaica Run” (Par) and} Last week, “Man in Dark” ‘Col) 
“Vanquished” (Par), medium | and “Ambush at Tomahawk” (Col). 
$9.000. Fair $10,000 at 65-90 scale. 

State (Loew's) (3.000; 50-75) — Lyrie (Cockrill-Dolle) (1.600; 50- 
“Girl Who Had Everything” (M-G) 76—“Column South” ‘(U) and} 
and “Remains to Be Seen” ‘M-G),; “Guerrilla Girl’ (UA). Stout 
fair $7,500. Last week, “Small | $6,000. Last week. “Blue Gar- 
Town Girl” ‘M-G) and “Cry of; denia” (WB) and “Trail Blazers” 
Hunted” ‘M-G), about same. }‘AA). Mild $5,000. 


| 


355 shares, 


l cm Continued from 


‘Insider Transactions’ 


Washington, July 7. 
Associated Motion Picture In- 
dustries, Inc., 
tour organization, 


Securities & Exchange Commis-| 
sion, in the SEC report for the 
monthly period May 11 to June 10. 


Under a partial liquidation of 
the corporation, J. E. Brulatour, 
Inc., disposed of 12.437 shares of 
capital stock to C. Jules Brulatour 
and another 12,360 shares to 
Marie B. Cochran, Albert W. 
acquired 150 shares and now 
2,550, 


Mrs. 
Lind 
has 


All in all, it was one of the dull- 
est monthly periods on record for 
insider stock deals in the motion 
picture industry. 

Report on National Shares 
showed Charles P. Skouras adding 
300 shares of the circuit’s common 


stock. He now owns 30,810 shares. 
Peter Colfax purchased 200, to 
give himself 1,400. 


In the General Precision Equip- 
ment Corp., Levin H. Campbell, 
Jr., acquired his first 100 shares. 
Joel Dean bought 500 to up his 
package to 1,000 shares. Walter E. 
Green added 170 to give 
and John A. 
bought his first 100. 


himself 
Robert- 
shaw 





. 


. 


page 


Guitar.” Lumber syndicate will 
finance Bruce Bennett's | “Cross- 
cut,” which he wrote, with furt 


Doe Avedon shifts from stage to 
screen for a top role in Wayne- 
Fellows’ 3-D production, “The High 
and the Mighty,” for Warners re- 
lease Paramount signed Charl- 
ton Heston to star in “Legend of 
the Incas.” Gavin Gordon re- 
turned to Hollywood for a charac- 
ter role in Danny Kaye's ‘Knock 
on Wood” at Paramount Darryl 
Zanuck gave Claude Binyon the go- 
ahead sign to direct “A Woman's 
World,” which he also scripted 
Alice Kelley and Brett Halsey as- 
signed roles in U-I’s 3-D picture, 
“The Glass Web.” As a result of 
a protest from the Publicists Guild, 


Columbia agreed to hand full sev- 


erance pay of $955 to Don Bout- 
yette, discharged flack. 

Robert Webb signed an exclusive 
pact as director at 20th-Fox 
Arlene Dahl signed to star in three 
pictures for Pine-Thomas over a 
two-year period Volcano Produc- 
tions is making “Adventures of 
Sam Space,” a series of 3-D pup- 


pet briefies for theatrical screen- 
ing. 
Allan Dowling Production § ac- 


Ibsen's “Hedda 
with Tom Gries assigned 
as producer Mickey Spillane will 
play a detective and Clyde Beatty 
a lion tamer in Wayne-Fellows’ 
“Man Killer,” for Warners release 


quired rights to 


John Carroll bought film rights | 


to Albert Hay Malotte’s 
musical play about the 
dians. 


“Loloma,” 
Hopi In- 











0’Seas Censors 


Continued from page 7 








(took out Indians being shot), 
“Rich, Young and Pretty” (girls’ 


legs dangling, without the actresses 
being shown), “The Devil Makes 
Three” (whipping scene), etc. “Go 
For Broke” got an adult tag be- 
cause “it makes colored people 
fight. against each other, 
many examples of race discrimina- | 
tion and contains war propaganda.” 
“Target Hong Kong” got banned 
for displaying revolution. 

Brutality and militarism are sen- 
sitive subjects in Germany. Censor | 
there trimmed the military parade | 
at the finale of ‘Because You're 
Mine.” 
cerned with the worldwide tend- 
ency to bear down on U.S. imports. 
They're particularly resentful of | 
the fact that, in many places, the 
companies are forced to actually 
import pix, and pay duty on them, 
before they can be submitted to the 





censors who then may nix the 
films in their entirety. 
. . , 
Earlier ‘Eternity 
Columbia has pushed up the 


release of “From Here to Eternity” 
io next month, in acknowledgment 
of the relatively recent market 
trend toward strong business the 
latter part of the summer. 

Paul N. Lazarus, homeoffice v_p., 
left New York Monday (6) on an 
unexpected trip west for huddles 
with studio execs on merchandising 
plans for the pie. 


the old Jules Brula- | 
was back on the. 
list of “insider transactions” of the | 


shows 


American distribs are con- | 





- Industry Pitch 


Continued from page 5 








P record $150,000,000 in 1953 in 
terms of actual dollar remittances, 
has long been stressed by MPAA 
There was a 
following his return from 
| government service, when the com- 
panies felt he was putting undue 
emphasis on this particular phase 
the 


prexy Eric Johnston. 
time, 


of their operations. Today, 
switch in attitude is pronounced. 


‘Pa. Chain Progressively 


Preps for New Era Pix 


Scranton, Pa., July 7. 
Frank C. Walker, board chair- 
man of Comerford Theatres, re. 
vealed last week (30) that the chain 
is progressively equipping for new 
era films. At a meeting of the cir- 
cuit’s managers, he reported that 





Not only’ is MPAA concerned 
with fighting for the advantages | 
gained during the last few years 


abroad, but it is looking also at the | 
overall problem of increasing pix | 


audiences abroad. Johnston himself 
in Europe, 
agreements” at aj} 
execs 
are crediting him, and the MPAA 
international division under veepee 
speetacular 
in bringing home the coin 
and improving Hollywood’s posi- 
tion abroad, despite basically ad- 


is currently traveling 
discussing film 


government level. Industry 


Ralph Hetzel, with 


feats 


verse conditions. 
MPAA Tightens Contracts 


ening its organization in the 


adding manpower 


| distrib reps. Reasoning is 


world, 


already a fait accompli. 


Hetzel intends to replace 
Richard T. MacDonnell, 
| MPAA rep in Tokyo, 


hower. 


watched constantly. 

Irving Maas, 
charge of the 
office, returned to N. Y. 
(6) following an extensive 
| through his area. 
Maas will submit a 


cific recommendations on 
could be done to improve industry 


and audiences in these territories. 
Johnston's annual MPAA report, 


content to the foreign 
|showed that, where in 
U. S. pix get 63% of the 
time and 
America 76°, the Far 
only 48°%—an_ indication 
| need for improvement. 


market, 


MPAA is continuously strength- 
for- 
eign territories, not necessarily by | 
but by tighten- 
ening its contact with the various 
film boards, which are made up of 
that 
MPAA should be in a position to 
deal with trouble anywhere in the 
while it’s still in the forma- 
tive stages, and not only when it’s 


In this connection, it’s known that 
Col. 
former 
who has re- 
| signed to go with President Eisen- 
Tokyo spot is considered 
a crucial one that needs to be 


MPAA exec in 
Far East at the home 
Monday | 
tour | 
It’s understood 
detailed re- 
port on his findings along with spe- 
what 


relations with both governments 


which devoted a better part of its | 





| 
| 


Europe | 
screen | 
in Mexico and Central 
East cut is 


| 
| 


American | Capitan, 


distribs alse have been experienc- | 


| ing considerable censor 


and cus- | 


15 houses are equipped for 3-p. 
seven other installations will be 
completed shortly and 11 sitya- 
tions have widescreen and stereo- 
phonic sound equipment. 


} Anumber of film company execs 


from New York, including Para. 
mount board chairman Adolph 
Zukor, attended the session. Aq- 
dressing the meeting, Zukor a 


Par sales chief A. W. Schwalberg 
commented on the new public 
terest in films and both express: 
confidence in the future. 
Taking note of the theatre con- 
clave, James J. Jennings, Wilkes- 
Barre radio (WILK) commentator 


= 7 


offered a plug for exhibs. “Theat- 
rical men, aS a group, are a re- 
sourcefl breed,” he stated. “They 


are not afraid to face realities and 
they have no fear of trying some- 
thing new ” Injecting a local twist, 
Jennings satd that if hard-coal o; 
erators were equally amenable 
new ideas when the use of 
petitive fuels began to increase 
they might be now in a more pros- 
perous position. 


Pix B.0. 


tee CONtinued from page 5 == 


come 




















comtrete evidence that the trend 
is spreading. This week, for ex- 


ample, seven first-run theatres in 
the tri-city area of Albany, Troy 
and Schenectady jumped the 


week-night adult tap from 70c. to 
74c. and the Saturday night and 
Sunday charge from 80c. to 85c. 
All houses involved were either 
part of the Fabian or Stanley 
Warner chain. Two of the houses 
delayed this advance for a week 
because they were showing Metro's 
“Arenu” at $1 top. 

The Commonwealth Amusement 
Co., Kansas City, has hiked its 
admish scale in houses in Monnett, 

Washington and Waynesville, Mo., 


|}and in Searcy and Harrison, Ark. 


San Antonio ozoners, which had 
been featuring special “buck 
nights,” have upped their charges 


| to $1.20 per car load. Ozoners par- 
of the! ticipating include the Varsity, El 


Fietta, Roxy, Fredericks- 
burg Road and Hi-Park. 
The Ralaban & Katz circuit of 


toms difficulties in Far Eastern | Chicage recently raised its prices 


| countries 
Indonesia. 


particularly India and | 














Continued from page 7 


that he couldn't get more illumina- | and the 
tion on the screen without either 
, burning up the film or installing 
systems. He} 


expensive cooling 
claims that with his gadget he can | 
put on 500 amps without difficulty, | 
| compared to 
| 175 amps. 

System also has 
lighting in TV 
bright—and 


studios 
hot—to satisfy the 
|; Orthicon cameras. Strawick said 
| he had talked to network execs 
| who had been very interested, but 
that his first lovalty was to the 
film biz in which he had grown up. 

Problem 
| on the film without buckling it or 
| getting excessive flutter has come 
up with 3-D and widescreen pix 
and is particularly pressing for the 
| large houses and drive-ins. It’s ex- 
pected to become even more urgent 
| if and when 3-D pix are being 
shown on a single strip. According 
to Strawick, his gadget would 
| greatly improve picture quality 
even in normal projection. 











the present 150 or | 








3-D Tint 


uum Continued from page 3 











, cently in making a short on the | 
| A-bomp tests in Nevada. Sillman 
will serve as associate producer on 


the film, and it’s understood that 
' both he and the cast, including | 
topper. Ronny Graham, Eartha 


Kitt and Robert Clary, will be cut 
in on a participation plan. Swarttz 
plans to “edit the show, cutting | 
| out some of the sketches to give 


| 
| 


for all pictures. Circuit reportedly 
had been playing so many ad- 
vanced-price pix that it jumped 


| the scale permanently, rather than 


3-D Boon Seen | 


confuse its patrons by dropping 
its price for the occasional stand- 
ard picture. Cleveland first-runs 
hiked their prices not too long ago 
subsequent runs followed 
suit. 

Advancing of prices apparently 
marks a change in exhib policy. 
| Theatremen had for a long time 
| fought any increases and violently 
| protested the high-percentage pix 


| which forced the hiking of wicket 


application to | 
which is | 


| 


| 
} 


| 
i 





of getting more light |. 





| 


| 


tures and_ shorts. 


| 


| activity 


coin. There was general fear that 
boosts would add to the theatres’ 
woes and would have the effect of 
keeping more people glued to their 
TV sets. However, many exhibs 
have discovered that filmgoers 
were willing to pay more “if the 
picture js right.” 








Imports Drop 


Continued from page 4 = 








this year. British pictures submif- 
ted in °52-'53 totaled 87, a drop of 
eight from last year. However, 
British imports still ranked third 
after China (101). Number of 
French pix applying for censor 
seals this year rose from 39 to 42, 
leaving France in sixth position. 
Censor list takes in both fea- 
Foreign films 
|} were part of a total of 1,383 pix 
| handled by the division headed by 
Dr. Hugh M. Flick. Totals aren't 
necessarily indicative of actual 
bookings, since prints are fre- 
quently submitted for censorship 
okay for other than immediate ex- 
hibition purposes. They do pro- 
vide an index, however, of lensing 
in the various countries 
and their assault on the U.S. mare 
‘ket. Thus the 21 pic increase in 


the film version a running time of | Italo submissions is traced to the 


100 minutes. It will, of course, 


have an intermission which will be | Export, 


| utilized for a camera change. 


pressure put on by Italian Films 
which handles Italian px 


| here. 








. 
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NEW YORK 


Brandon Films acquired U. S. 
i-tribution rights to the German 
sjassic, “The Captain of Koepen- 
” It's tagged for release next 
-ason, with English titles by Her- 
in C. Weinberg. 

Foreign film importer Arthur 
Davis picked up U. S._ distrib 
’ ts to the French-made “Sinners 
y¢ Paris.” Madeleine Lebeau-Henri 
\ilbert starrer will be released via 
an Pictures. 

\lichael Redstone, who built the 
gjo-car Fifth Avec. Bayshore Drive- 
1t Bayshore, L. L., last year, soid 
ozoner to Prudential & Play- 
es Operating Co., headed b; 
sseph M. Seider. Deal was con- 
<smmated through theatre broker- 
ave firm of Berk & Krumgold. 


DALLAS 


( 
l 
1 
I 





( O. Wise purchased the 
Grove Theatre. He is general 
manager of Phil Isley Theatres, 


snd will operate the house inde- 
pendently. 
Adrian Upchurch opened his 
n booking agency here; formerly 
with the Rowley United The- 
atres for 11 years. 
Cactus Drive-In at Vernon, con- 
situa- 


verted into a_ twin-screen 
tion, according to C. C. Hamm, 
owner 





ips From Film Row 


FOSSSHesooe 


| date combo with the Denver and 
Esquire, all first-run. 

Robert Patrick, owner of Pre- 
| ferred exchanges, bought the Den- 
ver and Salt Lake City Realart 
franchises from Earl Jameson Jr. 


SS 2 





B. J. McCarthy, recently Realart 
branch manager, will be sales | 
; Manager ot new setup. Bookers 
include Laura Haughey and Joe 


Kaitz 


NEW ORLEANS 


Purchase the 
urban film house 
Frank Lais. House will be recon- 
ditioned and large parking space 
added. Plans include installation 
of 3-D eauipment 


of 


Lakeview, sub- 
announced by 


John Bracamontes, who shut- 
tered the nabe Town, acquired a 
third interest in the Roxy 

C. B. Newbery, Republic sales 
| Manager, taking in French Quarter 
sights with branch manager Leo 


Siecshnaydre as guide 

W. W. Page opened his new Ar- 
cade at Ferriday, La. 

Pioneer exhibitor 
Fox, Houma, La., up and about 
again after being hospitalized fo: 
months 

Sale of building occupied by the 
Tem at Shreveport, La., announced 
by Jackson and Deas, Ine. Pur- 
chaser will convert house into a 
retail store 


The Starlite Twilite and Atomic | 


Drive-Ins at San Angelo, sold by 


Mr. and Mrs. R. S. Starling to 
R&R Theatres, Inc., and its sub- 
sidiary there, Concho Theatres. 


Albert Knopp, city manager for 
Long Theatres Circuit at Hebron- 
ville. announced that Pioneer 
Drive-In was reopened for season. 

Ed Newman reopened the Or- 
pheum Theatre, the oldest film 
house in Waco. It was under Inter- 
state Circuit management for 
years. Jack Cantrell has been 
named manager. 

Lutzer Bros. sold their 
Theatre at Van Alstyne to R. 
Muse of Waxahachie. 

T. L. Harville, mayor of Orange 
Grove, purchased the Texas Thea- 
tre at Bishop. 

Jack Groves, veteran of 30 years 
in exhibition and distribution, an- 
nounced that he'll retire. For the 
past 13 years he’s been an exhib at 


M. 


Houston, where he operated the 
Post Oak Drive-In Theatre. 
Joe Dekker, partner in Civic 


Theatres, on a six-week vacation, 
taking in country from Mexico to 
Canada. 

Tom Bailey, Lippert franchise 
owner, took over the Webber, 750- 
seat first-run here, from Fox In- 
ter-Mountain. After Fox puts on 
a new front, marquee and mod- 


ernizes the interior, Bailey is set | 
to operate, starting about Aug. 1. 


Mike Stewart, general manager 
for Preferred Pictures, resigned 
and will leave for California with 
his family to make home; succeed- 
ed by Joe Kaitz, Metro booker. 

Joan Carter back at former job 
as secretary of Allied Rocky Moun- 
tain Independent Theatres. 

Wm. Prass, who has been han- 
dling Metro publicity here and in 
Salt Lake City, resigned and is do- 
ing special assignments for Co- 
lumbia; succeeded by Frank Jen- 
Hg formerly with 20th-Fox in 
nis area, 

Harold McCormick resigned as 
City manager for Fox Inter-Moun- 
‘ain Theatres in Las Cruces, New 
Mexico: _will assist his brother 
George in operation of the M. & 
M. Theatres, Canon City, Colo. 

Dick Smith, Aladdin manager, 
and Fred Huffsmith, Mayan man- 
acer, traded jobs, 

, (he Aladdin, operating on day- 
‘ale basis in the past with the 
and Webber, moved to day- 


New York Theatres 
pAb re city music MALL 
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ST. LOUIS 


Tommy James. 
Comet, purchased 
a 990-seater dark 
from the St. Louis Amus. Co. 
a reported $85,000. James hasn't 
| indicated whether he'll reopen the 
house 

Komm Circuit 
| tion of a new 800-car ozoner neat 
Granite City, Il. 


owner of the 
the West End, 


since June 7, 


of Eastern Missouri & Southern 


| Illinois skedded for Dec. 14-15) 
here 

Paramount Film Distributing | 
Corp. purchased the quarters it's | 


been leasing on film row for a re- 
ported $75,000 

Three of the 16 theatres 
Fox Midwest Circuit in the 
Louis exchange territory shuttered 
for the summer. They're in Belle- 
ville and Jacksonville, Ul, and 
Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

A 500-lb wall safe containing 
jewelry and cash totaling 
stolen from the 
H. Kaimann, owner of a chain of 
indie houses here, during the ab- 
sence of the family last week 

Mrs. Alpha Hisey 


New State Theatre, Nashville, TIL, | 


and mother of former United Art- 
ists veepee Gradwell Sears, un- 
derwent major surgery in St 
Louis. 


CHICAGO 
| James R. Grainger, RKO prexy, 
in town to discuss company’s first 
3-D film, “Second Chance.” 

Walnut Theatre, Walnut, 
shuttered last week. 

Eddie Seguin back at B&K, with 
crutches, after an 
cuperation period. 

Charles Simonelli, 


Ill., 


Universal 


eastern publicity head, in for 
| preem of “Sioux Uprising.” 
| Grand Theatre, Cicero; Melrose 


in Melrose Park, owned by A. J. 
Balaban: and Holly Theatre, Chi, 
owned by Sol Best, all were board- 
ed up last week 


John Vestal purchased Sky-Way | 
Jack | 
Butler, retaining Arthur Gould as 


Drive-In, Danville. Ill., from 
a booker and buyer. 

| Family Drive-In, Clinton, and 
Holiday Drive-In, found = = Lake, 
both rebuilding after having been 
downed by the winds. 


PITTSBURGH 
Peter Thornton, publicity direc- 
torf or Harris Amus. Co., and 
affiliated sports enterprises, 
signed to take a similar 
station WENS here. 
Major Phil Corso is back in town 


Te- 
post at 


from Korea. He's a partner in 
| local theatrical enterprises with 
his father, Vincent J. Corso, of 


Star Distributing Agency. 

Victor Theatre in New 
closed for summer. 

Jimmy Nash, Jr., is not joining 
sales staff of National Screen 
Service, having decided to remain 
as manager of Starlite Drive-In at 
Wexford 

George Tice. Jr., son of Allied 
Artists salesman, who managed the 


Castle 


| Park Theatre. Homestead Park, 
'went to Shadyside Hospital to 
have steel sliver removed from 


right eve. 


Crown Film. operated on Film 


| Pinanski and Charles E. Kurtz- 
man members of the Centennial 
Commission of the Boston Public 
Library 

Rein Rabakukk named assistant 
to Karl Fasnick, Loew's Theatres 
publicity chief 

Variety Club's annual “Dav at 
the Races” slated for July 23 at 
Narragansett 

Nat Hochberg sold the lease and 
equipment of the Jasan Theatre 
In suburban E. Weymouth to Ma 
rio Cicchese. Latter formerly was 
projectionist and manager of the} 
house | 

Coca-Cola Co. set to pick up the 
tab for a cocktail party and New 
England shore dinner when Na 
tional Allied Convention meets 


Vie Maurin, 


for | 


started construc- | 


Annual meeting of the MPTOA | 


in the | 
St. | 


$8,000 | 
home of Clarence | 


owner of the! 


eight-week re- | 


its | 


for 20th-Fox, and his wife, cele- 
| brated their silver wedding anni 

Leonard Costatanti, assistant 
manager of Loew's Ritz downtown, 
sister house to the big Penn, pro- 
moted to managership of Loew's 
in Dayton, O. His successor here 
hasn't been named yet. 


BOSTON 


John Downing upped from RKO 
office manager to sales manage! 
replacing “Larry” Gardiner, who 
retired recently. 


Mayor Hynes appointed Samuel 


in October 


LOS ANGELES 


Filinakers 


| here 


Releasing Organiza 


tion added four more exchanges 
making a total of 33 New ex 
changes and their managers are 
Philadelphia, Jack Engel; Mem 
phis, Fred Myers: Oklahoma City 
| Carr Scott; St. Louis, George Phil 


lips and Herman Gorelick 

Lippert Pictures acquired U.S 
release rights to “Undercovel 
Agent,” produced by Anglo Amal 
| gamated in England 

Universal exchanges celebrating 
“Barney Rose Month” in honor of 
the western ‘division manager's 
1; 25th year of service with the com 
pany 
} Leon 


Roth has been 
publicity coordinator for 
Artists in L.A., under supervision 
of ad-pub chief Francis Winikus 

Abner Greshler obtained U.S. re 
| lease rights to “The Black Robin” 
and “Spinster, Inc.,”” produced by 
Butcher Films in London 


appointed 


| CALGARY, ALTA. 
A $250,000 drive-in theatre, res- 
taurant, motel and service station 
| project will be started near Cal 
gary this summer by a group of 
| businessmen headed by Paul Han 
sen, Calgary realtor. Opening 1s 
expected for June 1, 1954 
will handle 500 cars and will have 
| indoor seating for 300 patrons 


| William Guss, manager of Met- 
|}ro’s Calgary branch for the past | 
110 years, transferred to Montreal | 
in a similar capacity. Albert Gen- 
| aske, formerly a sales and booket 
lat the Calgary office, succeed 
| him 

New drive-in theatre at Saska- 


toon is The Skyways. operated by 
Lou Laimon and Harry Lyone 
Theatre, with 600-car capacity, fea- 
tures indoor accommodation, an 
auditorium with theatre seats for 
100 persons, to cater to cyclists 
and pedestrians. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


“Beast from 20,000) Fathoms” 
newspaper ads carried line “the 
picture you've been hearing about 
on TV and radio.” Film had big 
TV advertising campaign and gave 
RKO-Orpheum fine week, then was 
moved to RKO-Pan 

New Amphi outdoor theatre only 
local subsequent run house’ to 
show “Salome” at regular admis 
sions 

Indie 





Gopher awarded Metro 
reissued “Trader Horn’’-"Sequta’ 
combo on competitive bids for 
| downtown firstrun here 

Stanley Lambert, booth operator 
at Tower Theatre, Superior, Wis., 
died of heart attack 

Claiming breach 
Harlon Blake brought $3,850 dam- 
age suit against Amphi outdoor 
theatre. He quit a $95 position a 
manager of suburban Tower 
ventional theatre to take similar 
one at $175 weekly with the ozon- 
er and then was discharged aftet 
two weeks, he alleges. 

George <A. Smith, 


| 


of contract, 


Paramount 


western division manager, in froin 
| Chicago 

Martin Braverman resigned as 
Lippert booker to become Allied 
Artists office manager 

“Chick’ Evans, 20th-Fox ex 
ploiteer, in from Kansas City 

Paramount circuit State here 


Row by Max and Martha Shulgold, | 


named distributor in this area for 
the Independent Releasing Corp. 
Ben Hanna, long head shipper 


| playing two 3-D pictures in a row, 


“Arena” and “The Maze.” adver- 
tised regular 85c admission plus 
15c for Polaroid glasses 
M. A. Levy, 20th-Fox district 
manager, visiting St. Louis office 
Leo Peterson, pioneer South 
Dakota circuit owner, died at 65 


after lingering illness 

Metro's “Lili” goes to independ- 
ent Minneapolis and St. Paul World 
theatres on competitive bids. 


United | 


Drive-in | 


cOon- + 








Grable, 20th Part 


Hollywood, July 7 
After 17 years and numerous 

Suspensions at 20th-Fox, Betty 

Grable obtained release from het 


contract which had about two 
years to run 

Her latest suspension was 
caused by her refusal to appea 
in The Pleasure Is All Mine” on 
loanout at Columbia. 
Chi Pix Biz Up 413% 


Chicago, July 7 

Substantial business rise this 
vear of about 4!‘ over 1952 is 
revealed in amusement tax re 
|ceipts from City Collector's office 
From January through May this 
| veal Chi theatres have’ kicked 
$518,857 into city coffers, com 
pared with $509,684 paid for the 


same period in 1952. 
Month of May receipts show $85 


921 collected this year, ovel $3,000 
more than the $82,829 picked up 
for the same month last year 





| 


| 
_ Warners Wooing | 


| 
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decision would probably be reached 
by them in the next 30 days as tuo 
distribution of the Martin & Lewi 
starrer, “Money From Home 


Par Buyout Cooking 

Deal is in the talking stage for 
Paramount's buyout of the assets 
of the dissolved Hazen-Wallis Pro 
ductions Neither Joseph Hazen 
nor Hal Wallis is tipping the unit's 
plans, but persons close to the lie 
up relate that Par is figuring on 
taking over the entire H-W opera 
tion, including residual rights 
all completed pix and talent ¢ 
tracts 

Whether basis 


cash deal or 1s 


lo 
on 


for 


uance 


the 


ol 


talks is a 
a block of 











equipment 

And even the few gubsequent 
| run theatres with the equipment 
aren't playing the 3-D’s indiscrim 


| Par stock to Hazen and Wallis wa 

|} not made cleat It was via a stock 
swap that Par, in 1947, took ove 
Liberty Films, which had been 

lformed by Frank Capra, Ceorge 
Stevens, William Wyler and Sat 

| Briskin 

| 

| ) | 

| Twin City Ops 

_ Continued from page 3 _| 

| neighborhood houses has the 


|inately. Just two of the four have 
| played “Bwana Devil,” and none 
| has bought “Man in the Dark,” 
| the only two available to them up 
to now, 

| In downtown Minneapolis, equip 


ment is in both RKO theatres and 
in only one of the four Paramount 
house The lone St. Paul RKO 
theatre and one of the Paramount 
chain's two houses have it 

Hefty 3-D loop firstrun 


vrosses 


j here have been “Bwana Devil,” 
“House of Wax,” “Fort Ti’ and “It 
Came From Out Yonder.” On the 
fother hand, “Man in the Dark,’ 
'*Arena”’ and “The Maze" have 
| failed to kick up much boxoffice 
| dust. None of the latter trio ran 
more than a single week. This com 
| pares to six for “Wax,” five fot 
i“Ti’ and four for “Yonder 
|} Local trade circles say there ha 
been sufficient experience to 
demonstrate that the mere fact 
that a picture is 3-D doesn't a 
sure it boxoffice success here, and 
also the public now apparently ha 
a way of “smelling out” the good 
and bad ones in advance. The ones 
that didn’t kick strongly failed to 
open well. 
| PCC SEEKS $1,225,000 
Hollywood, July 7. 
Film industry’s Permanent 


Charities Committee, headed by 
Sam Jaffe, is aiming at $1,225,000, 
same goal as last year, for its 
| 1954 drive 

Proceeds will be divided among 


,17 major charitable organizations. | 


VA Film Rentals Sliced by Majors 
As Agency Anticipates Budget Cut 


> 


Anticipating a cut in its $2,000,- 
000 yearly appropriation for its 
film program for hospitalized vets, 
the Veterans Administration hag 
signed a new pact with major dis- 
tribs calling for a reduction in film 
Originally, VA re- 
10 


rental chatges 


quested a straight across-the- 


board slice, but filmeries indicated 
that thev couldn't absorb that 
much of a cut, resulting in the 
working out of compromise con- 
cession New agreement went in- 
to effect last Wednesday (1) and 
extends to June 30, 1954, end of 
the Federal fiscal year 

Exact coin for the VA will have 
available for pix its still undeter- 
mined, since the agency's appro- 
priation bill is currently going 
through the Congressional milk 
However, VA officials are con 
vinced that it'll be less than here- 


tofore, due to the administration's 
promised economy program 
‘Non-Committal’ Pacts 
VA maintains a single film-buy- 
ing office in New York which sup- 
plies pix for 164 VA hospitals is 
the | S. and installations ig 
Puerto Rico Operation is undes 
direction of William J. Jones, Jr. 


previewing 
the 
Jones 


and booking directogs 
motion picture division 
is a veteran filmite, having 
an exec of District Theatre 
Washington and of PRG san 

Monogram 
companies 


of 


heen 
ot 


Pacts with the film 
are termed “ffon-comimittal” agree 
ments. They provide, for example 
the cost the VA will pay for 6 
black-and-white film, a Technicolog 
pic and for shorts. Since the VA 
has to be especially careful in the 
selection of film fare, there is ne 
definite commitment regarding th 


number of films the agency wil 
purchase yearly from each film- 
ery. 

VA maintains many tabus in the 
selection of pix for its patients, 
Approximately one-third of the 
total output of major film com- 
panies is rejected because of 
scenes deemed unsuitable for 
viewing by patient: Among prods 
uct nixed are war pix and filme 


depicting suicide, violence and psy- 
chopathic individuals 


VA 156 


com 


uses features an- 
nually and a like number of 16n 
feature It presents three filma 
a weck in each installation, a 35m 
program for ambulatory patients 
and 16m one for those confined te 
the wards. It also offers a special 
shorts program twice weekly for 
patients unable to sit through a 


feature pix 
employed 
therapy. 


Special films are also 
as an adjunct to shock 

For its program in Puerto Rico, 
VA rents 104 Spanish-titled  pic- 
tures from the filmery internation- 
departments, 

Shipments of 35m prints domes- 
tically are handled through the ex- 


changes of the various film com- 
panies. VA, from its N. Y. head- 
quarter: distributes the 16m 


print 








BROADWAY ANGELS, 
INC. 
Common Stock 
Price 50c a Share 


Consult your broker or write 
or phone for a prospectus to 


BROADWAY ANGELS, INC. 


29 W. 65th St., New York 23 
TRafalgar 4-1815 
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Double Exposure’ (Kid Version, Too) 
Set for WOR-TV Preem on July 18 


Moving in at a time when mys-* 


tery and adventure programs are 
at a minimum, WOR-TV, N.Y., will 
launch its controversial ‘‘Double 
Exposure” plan of repeating filmed 
shows on Saturday nights, starting 
July 18. Jim Gaines, General Tele- 
radio v.p. in eharge of WOR and 


WOR-TY. who originated the plan 
has added a ne vrinkle, a “Dou- 
ble Exposure” for children, which 
will also be aired on Saturdays 
around dinner time. 

Adult fare will start at 9 p.m 
with “Dangerous Assignment.” the 


grian Dontlevy s which 1s not 
a les vr. ¥ , 
strictly part of 
scheme since 

and bought the 


arrer, 
the “Exposure 
WOR-TV went out 
show directly from 
NBC-TV Film Division to kick off 
the Saturday night series. This will 
be followed at 9:30 bv “Man 
Against Crime” for R. J. Reynolds 
and bv “Inspector Mark Sabre 


“Homicide Souad” for Sterling | 
Drug at 10. Gaines is still dicker 
ing for another film series for 
10:30, and there’s a strong possi 
bilitv he'll get one for the July 18 
teeoff date 

Kidpix idea hadn't been pre- | 
viously disclosed, but Gaines feels 


there’s no reason why sponsors of 
the moppet films shouldn't be able 
to repeat their shows, and at the 
same time feels the station will be 
able to secure a strong audience 
at dinnertime Saturday evening 
He feels that the regular program 
ming fare will pull the 
away from opposing feature film: 
and adult programming on at that 
time. 
Shows lined 


up firmly for the 


kidpix parade are “Sky King,” for | 


Derby Foods, and “Wild Bill 
Hickock” for Kellogg, with several 
others in the works. Gaines has set 
no definite time slot for the mop- 


kiddies | 





NBC, Filmcraft Sign 
For Groucho TV Series 


Hollywood, July 7. 


NBC-TV signed with Filmcraft 
Productions for latter to again 
hoot Groucho Marx’s “You Bet | 
Your Life’ show, as the Marx 
program is set for next season in} 
a deal involving approximately | 


$1,000,000 in package and produc- 
tion costs. 

Filmeraft will lens the 39 half- 
hour programs beginning Aug. 19, 
with DeSoto-Plymouth sponsoring. 
Prexy Isidore Lindenbaum of Film- 
craft signed deal with the web. 


Snarls Thickes 


On Snader-Bisno 


Hollywood, July 7. 
Complicated legal hassle sur- 


rounding the Louis Snader-Al Bis- | 


no producing and distributing firms 
continues to be snarled in claims 
and counterclaims, and Arbitrator 
'Samuel R. Rosenbaum, concluding 
hearings last week in_ Beverly 
| Hills, warned investors that it’s 
probable that “it will take several 
| years to realize on the receivables 
in full.” 

Rosenbaum also informed inves- 
| tors in Snader Telescriptions, Sna- 
| der Telescriptions Sales, Bisno 
| Snader Markovitch and Bisno Tele- 
| film Sales that some of the prin- 
cipals may become 
able to investors, 


since without 


GAC Reps Screen Gems 


General Artists Corp., in a deal 
with Columbia Pictures, has taken 
over as regional and national sales 
representatives for Screen Gems, 
| Col’s TV film subsid. Talent agen- 
cy has offices in New York, Chi- 
cago, Beverly Hills, Cincinnati and 





personally li- | 


Dallas. 


John Mitchell, Screen Gems 


| general sales manager, will con- | 


tinue sales to local advertisers. 


American Tobacco Goes 


Whole Hog on Thomas 
Rather Than Alternate 


American Tobacco will sponsor 
Danny Thomas on ABC-TV every 
week in the fall, with show going 





into the Tuesday 9 p.m. slot oppo- | 


NBC- 
Business” 
Tobacco company is 
retaining its option on the 
Bolger show, pilot of which 
| be shot this month. 

Ciggie firm had signed for al- 
| ternate weeks on Thomas, with an 
option for the other week and also 
| for alternate weeks on Bolger. Net- 


site “Fireside Theatre” on 
TV and “This Is Show 
on CBS-TV. 


will 


work meanwhile had wrapped up 
|a contingent sponsor on the 
| Thomas show, but American To- 


| bacco this week decided it wanted 
; to go weekly with the show. Brand 
to be advertised and agency still 
| haven't been set. 
| Option on the Bolger show runs 
until firm can get a look at the 
| pilot. Likelihood is that network 
lor whatever clients are sold will 
| put the program on Thursday 
nights. 
| 


WAKELY TO ‘EMCEE’ 
OWN PIX ON TEEVEE 


Hollywood, July 7. 
has sold 20 Jimmy 
Wakely oaters produced in 1949 





Monogram 


| 
pet “Exposures,” other than to! personal liability there will be a| and 1950 to KLAC-TV and the lo- 
state that they would be some. loss to investors “in the neighbor-|cal channel is negotiating for 
where in the 5 to 7 p.in. block | hood of $400,000.” | Wakely to appear with the pix 


Basie idea of the “Double Ex 
posure” plan, as_ revealed in 
Variety a couple of months ago 
is to enable sponsors of filmed 
shows to repeat their programs ™m 
the N.Y. market at no extra time 
cost to them. WOR-TV is offering 
them the time for two reasons, to 
bolster its programming 
and to sell extra adjacencies 
around the strong programming 
block. Plan has met with some op- 
position on the part of networks 
and agencies, and with hesitancy 
on the part of many advertisers. 

With only two filmed shows set 


firm, Gaines decided to buy “‘As- | 


signment™” and peddie it outright 
as a regular WOR-TV feature. 
Move was made because show, if 
was felt, would give the 
posure” block a_ strong leadoff 
show and because getting on the 


air with the plan would give other | 


advertisers a greater incentive to 
get in on the plan than if it were 
still in the talking stage. 


Shupert Exits UA 








For ABC Exec Job 


George T. Shupert, head of the 
United Artists’ television 
ment for the past year, and form- 
erly, v.p. and direetor of commer- 
cial TV operations for Paramount, 
reportedly will switch to ABC the 
first week in August. UA, it’s un- 
derstood, 
eral execs in the field as a replace- 
ment. 

Shupert, who had been associ- 
ated with ABC execs via the orig- 
inal Par-United Paramount tieup. 
Which in turn was followed by the 
UPT-ABC merger, has been eved 


by ABC for some time. He'll head | 


film syndication for the network, 
it's said, under a deal which, de- 
spite his friendliness toward the 
UA regime, he felt impelled to ac- 
cept. 


For Miller Beer Comm’! 


Jerry Fairbanks, vidpix and 
commercial film producer, left 
New York yesterday (Tues.) for 
Bavaria, Germany, where he'll 


shoot a 30-minute commercial film 
for the Miller Brewing Co. 

On his return later this month. 
Fairpanks. will begin work on a 
film for Chrysler, 


lineup | 


“EX- | 


depart- | 


| Unloading of former Snader-Bis- 
no properties has hit legal snags, 
too. Sale of the Snader Telescrip- 
tions, 
to Ben Frye’s Studio Films, is 
| bogged in claims, despite fact tha$ 


| Frye paid the money, now in 
| escrow, and all music publishers 
'}concerned have assented to the | 


| transfer. Claims to be adjudicated 
| arise out of charges of cancella- 
i tions by stations, rebates on sta- 
| tion contracts and failure to per- 
| form services reguired. 
| Likewise, the “Dick Tracy” 
series: and the package of Korda 
_ features is still unsold, with United 
| Television Programs having ¢an- 
celled its option to buy them last 
May and three prospects having 
| dropped negotiations for the prop- 
, erties since that time. According 
to Rosenbaum, “Purchasers are 
scared off by the prospect of 
lengthy litigation before a good 
and clear title can be given. 
Hearings were further disturbed 
last week by the death from a 
heart attack of Norman Newmark, 
one of the counsel for Bisno Snader 
Markovitch, who had compiled a 
chronological summary of all 
events in the history of the firms. 
Strain of the hearings was also felt 
when Henry Bisno collapsed of ex- 
haustion and was taken home. 





WBNS-TV’S 300-PIX 


| 


Columbus, July 7. 

| Jerome R. Reeves, program di- 
|rector of WBNS-TV here, pacted 
with six telepix distributors for 
;over 300 feature films, which will 
| be shown on an exclusive “‘first- 
run” policy on the station's night- 
time “Armchair Theatre.” 

Deal, one of the biggest consum- 

mated for a film package in central 
|} Ohio, Was arranged with distribs 
that’ included Unity Television 
Corp., Hollywood Television Serv- 
_ice, Quality Films, Inc., and Motion 
| Pictures for Television, Inc. 
| Reeves initiated the “first-run” 
'policy after a survey of Central 
Ohio viewers revealed there was 
public acceptance of second and 
third-runs, but repeat showings pe- 
vond this number in the same time 
segment created “strenuous objec- 
tion.” 





Schenectady — Hal Greenberg 
has joined WRGB as a producer. 
He formerly served as director of 
radio and television for the Heve- 

ij nor Agency of Albany. 


three-minute musical shorts, | 


| __ BUY FOR 1ST RUNS 


is now auditioning sev- | 


when they are screened, to emcee 
and sing as lead-ins to the pix, sta- 
tion manager Don Fedderson re- 
ports. 

| Wakely pix, “first run” on TV, 
were acquired in negotiations Fed- 


. 


v.p. of Allied Artists-Mono and 
| prexy of Interstate Television. 
Two-year deal is for five runs 


for each pic. Because pix involved 
were made after the cutoff date of 


} Aug. 1, 1948, of Screen Actors 
| Guild, studio has made arrange- 


| ments with SAG to pay thesps who 
+ worked in the pix a percentage of 
| their original salaries, 


‘Open-End Vidfilm Spots 
In Boom, Sez Michelson 


Charles Michelson, prez of Charles 
|Michelson, Ine., N. Y., 90° of 
| whose biz is in radio packaging, re- 
| ports there is “a surprisingly grow- 
{ing demand” for vidfilm open-end 
|spot announcements. 

Since setting up his library of 11 

different categories of 30-second 
| open-enders six months ago, he says 
|he has sold them to sponsors in 
11 markets. His announcements, 
, which provide for the local adver- 
tiser to fill in his pitch on the other 
30 seconds left in the one-minute 
commercial, include such items as 
weather jingles, intros for special 
|sales, and pitches for appliance 
dealers, brewers, banks and used 
car dealers, 


Hoppy’s Sunstroke 


Hollywood, July 7. 
Bill ‘Hopalong Cassidy) Boyd is 
| recovering from a sun stroke and 
heat exhaustion suffered while 











| he was working in a telepix series | 


of Hoppys at Placeritas Ranch near 
Newhall. 

; Consequently the series has been 
| postponed for two weeks, until 
i July 20, when Boyd's medico says 
, it will be okay for him to resume. 





Kerner on ‘Unfair’ List 


Hollywood, July 7. 

American Federation of Televi- 
sion and Radio Artists here has 
placed Sam Kerner on its ‘unfair’ 
list, allegedly because he didn't 
pay $4,615 owed union members. 
according to exec secretary Claude 
McCue of AFTRA. 

McCue says Paul Friese had lead 
in series which involved use of mul 
tiple-voice effect. 





Ray | 


derson had with G. Ralph Branton, | 


INBC’s $1,000,000 Film Stock Library 
Now Profitable Venture After 9 Years 





‘Kling Studios Acquire 


Chicago, July 7. 

Kling Studios, one of Chi's larg- 
est motion picture pfoducers, has 
| expanded its Windy City operation 
with the acquisition of a new stu- 
dio west of the loop. The new 
property containing 85,000 square 
feet of floor space will be devoted 
to motion picture and television 
film production. 

Included in the new studic that 
contains three large sound stages, 


| will be editing rooms, title and | 


| art studios, film labs and libraries, 
two theatres, scenery shops and 
offices. Occupancy is skedded for 
| Aug. 1. 


104 Italian Pix To 





Rising importance of 
films for American television was 
pointed up this week with con- 
clusion of a two-year distribution 
pact with Italian film producers by 
Jules Weill, who has acquired 
rights to 104 Italian features which 
he will dub in English and dis- 
tribute to TV stations via his Spe- 
cialty Television Films, Inc. 

Weill set the deal via the offices 
of Italian Films Export tele de- 
partment in N. Y. and with group 
of Italian producers with whom 
|he huddled on a recent trip to 
| Italy. Films, which were made 





ately for readying in packages of 


Pix, for which Weill had to pay 
nearly $1,000,000 in advances, star 


* Thanks to the increasing g 


foreign | 


| 


i 
! 


mands made upon it by savvy aq 
| agency commercial producers and 
|drama show directors, NBC-T\'< 


Expanded Chi Property | mammoth N. Y. film stock library 


is now out of the red ink col\; 
for the first time in its nine... .. 
history. : 

Its $1,000,000 hoard of 17 1 
000 feet of film, buried in 17 
proof vaults, is currently gros 
over $10,000 a month. Sales of 
some 15,000 individual topics. ; 
indexed from anchovies to 
glione (‘an Italian dish 
265° bigher for the 
months of 1953 than for the 
parative period last year. 

Frank Lepore, manager of NRC. 
TV’s film & kKinescope operation, 
whose 25 film librarians work out 
of the old Pathe Laboratories at 
1105 E. 106th St., N. Y., feels the 
| library *s present prosperity is due 
| to admen’s growing awareness that 
stock film can save them money, 

“The first impulse of an ad 
|} agency man, faced with putting « 


Pe 


first 





P tricky TV commercial, was to go 
| out and shoot footage,” he saves, 
ll Or | “Now they just ask for our dupii- 


cate cross-index. If we haven't vot 
ithe precise scene they want, we 
|ean usually get it from outside 
isources, like the UN, foreign govy- 
lernment offices, the tremendous 
film libraries of the Ford Co. or 
Bell Aircraft.” 

In a similar fashion, he says, 


| the producers of TV shows are 
| growing more versed in 


how to 
| add realism via stock film. Instead 
| of phoning up and asking whether 
ithe library has such and such a 
iscene, producers of shows like 
“Robert Montogmery Presents” 
and “My Son, Jeep,’ submit an 


lentire script to the library. The 


during the 1949-53 period, will un-|/ibrarian himself, 
dergo dubbing in N. Y. immedi- | P4*t 


exploiting his 
experience, indicates where 
stock film can enhance or save 
money for the production. 


| Theatre Men Buy TV Stock 
' 


} “An 
| Rag 
w.k. Italo film names such as Anna | Ness,” he 


added irony of our busi- 


says, “is that the film 


Magnani, Silvano Mangano, Vit- | theatre industry and its newsree! 
torio Gassman, Silvana Pampanini | COMpanies won't sell footage to 
and Alida Valli. Dubbing project |TV. But don’t mind at all renting 


| 13 and 26 for September sale. 
} 


is said to be the largest 
| history of the film industry. 


‘COLLEGE GRID GAMES 
AS SYNDICATED PIX 


Filmed football games will 
available to stations on a syndi- 
cated basis this fall within four 
days afier they are played, 


in the 





|Inec., and top colleges throughout 


an “All American Game of the 
Week” each week at anether col- 
lege, and via Consolidated Tele- 





nesdays. 


tributing. 
agreements last week with colleges 


the Big Seven, along with many in- 
dependents. Firm will film 13 
games in all. 


58-Market Spread For 
‘Foreign Intrigue’ Vidpix 


J. Walter Thompson agency re- 
| ported this week that it now has 
;the “Foreign Intrigue’ vidfilms 
distributed in 58 markets, 20 of 
them for Ballantine Beer, the other 
| 36 bankrolled by local sponsors. 

|; Meanwhile, producer - director 
| Sheldon Reynolds is currently in 
| Paris preparing to shoot the third 
|group in the series, with James 
‘Daly as star replacing Jerome 
Thor, who is now in N. Y. Hereto- 
|fore, Reynolds has shot 78 of the 
vidfilms, with 39 in each series. 


9 é e tJ . . 
Ratoff’s ‘Mr. Big’ Vidpix 
Hollywood, July 7. 
|_ Gregory Ratoff will topline “Mr. 
| Big,” vidpix series of half-hour 
,dramatie programs planned by 
| Jack Chertok. 
|) Chertok, just returned from a 
biz junket to N. Y., is also working 
on his “Private Secretary” and 
“Cavalcade of America” telepix 
} series, 














| show, 


| 


our footage to them, including 
Monogram, Pathe and RKO.” 

For one-time usage on a live TV 
the library charges $1 a 
foot; for a TV commercial or vid- 


| film, the rap is $2.50 per foot. The 


bulk of the top ad agencies, in- 


|cluding BBD&O, J. Walter Thomp- 


via | 
agreements between Sportsvision, | lavishly costly eommercials. 





be|son, Young & Rubicam, McCann- 
| Erickson and Bergon & Bowles, 
| 


are particularly adept at fitting 
the footage into what seems to be 


TV advertisers are recently ask- 


the country. Sportsvision will filming for footage that suggests for- 


eign locales, travel scenery, or 1)- 
dustrial location shots. Thus, 
| Pepsi-Cole has asked for interior 


vision Sales, will distribute prints shots of a bottling plant; Goodyear 
to stations on Tuesdays and Wed-' and 


Firestone have sought tlie 


| pressing of tires process; another 





“Sportsvision did the same thing! company wanted vacation mont- 
last year, with Consolidated dis-| ages to illustrate the slogan, “coo! 
Producing firm signed! as a mountain breeze.” 


Lepore has found that the pro- 


in the Big 10, Southwest Confer-| ducers of “Your Hit Parade” and 
ence, Pacifie Coast Conference and | “Robert 


Montgomery Presents’ 
are among those most aware of tlie 
value of stock footage. When 
Lucky Strike wanted to illustrate 
the balled, “Wheel of Fortune, 
Las Vegas footage did the trick; 
for “Shrimp Boats,” of course, 


|shots of those vessels were easily 


available. 





Guild Wraps 


39 ‘Liz Pix 

Guild Films last week wrapped 
up a deal under which it will pre- 
duce and syndicate 39 half-hour 
films of “Life With Elizabeth,” the 
Betty White starrer currently 
being aired live on KLAC-TV. 
Hollywood. Deal is the second of 
its kind for Guild and KLAC-TY, 
with the former now distribut ng 
“Liberace,” originally a live s10” 
on the station, in 65 markets. 
Pact, negotiated for Guild >Y 
prexy Reub S. Kaufman and > 
KLAC-TV by general manager 
Don Fedderson, calls for imme lie 
ate production of the series, \ a 
a fall start on syndication. © ~ 
edy format will remain unchanee® 
and George Tibbles will write @"' 
direct the , series. Films @€ 


| budgeted at $10,000 each. 
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NBC’S ‘TO SPLIT OR NOT TO SPLIT 





Sarnoff & The Critics 


As a footnote to the Fortune magazine article, which pitted 
CBS versus NBC and gave the nod to the Paley-Stanton team— 
and also resulted in a note of apology to RCA board chairman 
David Sarnoff from the Luce periodical for some “loose” decimal 


points in profit calculations—Sarnofft has been wondering “why 
yur medium doesn’t do something to strike back.’ 

“Radio and TV can make songs, films, plays, books and ideas 
into hits, but broadcasting does nothing to sell itself. or even 


defend itself. Some of the so-called ‘expert’ press criticism leaves 
little opportunity for self-defense. What would be wrong if NBC, 
for example, engaged a highly expert journalist to criticize the 
critics, utilizing the mike as its method to combat what we might 
consider unfair or inexpert attack. Of course most of it is SaVVY, 
expert and constructive even in its sharpest criticism. 

“But there may be times when even the most expert critics are 
lacking for knowledge of what is the raison d'etre for this or that 
operation. One New York critic, and it so happens a nice guy ahd 
a good friend of mine, called me and wanted to know point-blank, 
‘General, did you OK that silly race for the first Coronation pic- 
tures?’ I told him that not only did I approve it but gave it more 
than tacit enthusiasm. He was surprised. I pointed out the surprise 
should not be great—had some of our so-called ‘younger, more 
enthusiastic opposition beaten us, you would have been the first 


to cheer that ‘young blood.’ And were it not for an act of God 
with that fouled-up fuel line, NBC would have beaten the field 
by three or four hours, and that would have been a worthwhile 
scoop. 


‘*All we broadcasters learned about scoops,’ ”’ 
adding, “* has been from you newspaper fellows 
your reporters’ lives at war front lines in the 
so why pick on us?” He had to agree. 

“Another lady columnist wanted 10 minutes, said something 
about ‘NBC is too aloof and inaccessible,’ | gave her lunch and 
an hour-and-a-half, and when she got down to the $64 question, 
it was something to the effect, ‘How much does NBC lose on its 
“All-Star Revue”; how much does the show cost, how much do 
you contribute to it, and what is your net yield”’ I answered that 
as soon as your publisher tells us what his profit was, what it cost 
him to indulge one of his kin in a losing publishing venture, how 
it was charged off, etc., then I think your question justified. ‘She 
was a good sport and said, ‘Oh, I never thought of it in that light.’” 

It broadcasting is considered show business and hence public 
property, that’s all right, says Sarnoff, but he doesn’t go along 
with the free-for-all attacks on the medium. 


Nobody Happy Over Fortune Mag's 
CBS ‘Study’; NBC Registers Dissent 


As was to be expected, the cur-¢ 


rent Fortune mag article on CBS ‘ 
 Serutan Drops “Modsiw’ 


left a bad taste in the collective 
mouths of the NBC-RCA echelon, | ; ; 
Serutan, which started “Juvenile 
Jury’ on NBC-TV this week, has | 


from board chairman David Sar- | 

noff down. The CBS high command | 

on the one hand complains that | cancelled “Wisdom of the Ages’ 

although the piece projects the|0n DuMcnt. Firm is mulling a re- 
turn in the fall, with the network 

not yet decided upon. 


I couldn't resist 
You even risk 
intrepid tradition, 














Columbia network showmanship in 
a favorable light, the manner in 


which it treats Columbia's losing| DuMont is moving the quizzer, 
battle for color is none too flatter- | “Where Was I?” from 10 p.m. in- 
ing. to the 9:30 slot vacated by “Ages, 

RCA-NBC, on the other, feels | 3nd 7 a o oe se 
that the article is “in the usual . 





downbeat Fortune vein when it 
comes to NBC.” What particularly 
disturbs NBC is the fact that Time, 
Inc. (publishers of Fortune) owns 
two TV stations, both of which 
have NBC affiliations, yet gives the 
bows to the CBS network opera- 


NBC-TV's ‘All This 
ve ity natn o', And Color Too’ As 
‘lling how terrific Gimbel’s “On r the _ Air Bally 





doing.” 
NBC also takes issue with For- 
(Continued on page 44) 


NBC-TV Staffers 





on-the-air hoopla campaign 
signed to make the U. S. public 
“color now that RCA 
has officially taken action for 
bd e | FCC sanction of its tinted video. 

On a Tint Sprint On the day that the Government 
| agency gives its blessing to the 

“color | RCA system of compatibility, the 
even though an FCC okay | network will be ready to go on the 
of the RCA system of compatibility | air with a variety of programming 
which, though transmitted to the 


remains months away, hit a 
Stenped- : : : 
v Se tempo during the past viewer in monochrome, will actu- 
‘eek as the network buckled down lly be staged as color presenta- 
in earnest to indoctrinating its red ~~ : 
talent and d tions and invite the announcement: 
nd production staffers to | «This is what you will see in color; 
think how much more exciting it 


the upcoming tint era. 
The network’s preparations have | will be.” 
Initial blueprint calls for RCA- 


even extended to the Coast, with 
| NBC board chairman to appear 


Sylvester L. (Pat) Weaver, NBC's 

now arg Of the board who is personally on these shows explain- 

te major color factotum. ing to the American public the 
| RCA timetable and tint aspirations 

for the future. In addition to a 


conscious”, 





NBC-TV's gearing for the 
future,” 


“inging to Hollywood over the 
‘ekend to some quickie meetings 


On program and _ talent facilities | variety show featuring musical 
=a Coast staffers to the snnmanals, dancing and comedy 

" ahead. ; highlights, it's also planned to do 
. The Colonial Theatre in N. Y¥.,|q full hour dramatic showcase 
ar web's principal “experimental | (which will probably be produced 
‘boratory” for color, Is now a bee- | | by Worthington L. Miner) with 
live of daily activity for clinics, | excerpts: from such NBC produc- 
; Hh saree training, etc., as NBC | tions as “Philco Playhouse, ” “Kraft 


ers are being put through the; Ty Theatre” and “Robert Mont- 


‘Continued on page 44) gomery Presents.” 





| should 


ASPECTS SIFTEU 


BY FRANK WHITE 


NBC 
determine the 


radio from 


whether 


separate tele 


| vision and, if so, to decide just how 


| known 
|his European vacation as network 


| 


| 


| as 


| 


| 
| 


| have 


| technique” 
, at 
| panies are 


gaged in a study to determine 
| whether or not NBC or any of its | 
component parts should be split) 
down the middle 

General belief around the net 
work is that the sales operation 
will be the first to undergo a sepa 
ration, with possibility that pro- | 
gramming will be next in line. 

It's no secret that there has 





| 


| 


| 


far to out 


since 


It's 
from 


carry 
that 


the split. 
returning 


NBC-RCA board 
chairman David Sarnoff continues 
chief operational factotum), 
Frank White has been 
most of his time to the new studs 


prexy (although 


jin the network's bid for maximum 
| administrative efficiency. 


For there 
that 


split 


several weeks now 
been recurring reports 
was ready to adopt the 


a 


NBC 
CBS, where two separate com 
in operation for AM and 
TV. In some quarters even names 
have been bandied about, with re 
ports that White would assume the 
NBC Radio prexy post. However, a 
top NBC spokesman vigorously de 
nied the report, although acknowl 
edging that White is presently en 


been some disquietude among NBC 
radio affiliates over the integrated 
programming setup claiming that 
under a single administrative com- 


mand creative radio programming | 


is bound to suffer a stepchild sta 
tus. It's understood that when the 
radio affiliates convene in Chicago 


later this month to map its strategy | 


for a meeting with the network, the 
bid to separate radio from TV pro 
gramming will get prominent spot- 
lighting. 

Thus the possibility 
“ee” returning to the Booz, 

Hamilton “splitting down 
vidaae thinking that sparked 
| major reorganization within 
| network several years ago, only to 


looms of 
Allen 
the 
a 


be scrapped in subsequent adminis- | 


trative overhaulings as the _ net- 
work finally merged all operations 
for the present integrated pattern 


SAMUELS EXITS WM; 
GRUSKIN’S SHUTTLING 


With Frank Samuels exiting the 
William Morris agency as head of 
west coast radio-TV activities, Sam 
Weisbord will be the top coordina- 
t r and George Gruskin, who is 
chief aide to Wally Jordan in New 
York, will be shuttling N. Y. to 
A. with greater frequency. 





oe 
L 





NBC-TV is mapping an ambitious | 
de- | eastern 
| the 


an | 


Gruskin may move back entirely to 
the Hollywood operation but, right 
now, it’s unfeasible because of the 
volume of business and 
general pressure, especially 
with 


| pital, where he was operated on 


| for gallbladder. 


General new thinking in all Coast 
talent agency operations is to coor- 
dinate the picture departments 
more and more with TV, since the 
film production hiatus is segueing 
more personalities into the video 
medium. 





me 


Friars Woo Godfrey 


Annual fall shindig of the 
Friars Club is planned as a 
tribute to Arthur Godfrey—if 
the CBS radio-TV star will go 
for it. Last annual event hon- 
ored Bob Hope and the year 
before the honor guest was 
Jack Benny to commemorate 
his 20 years as a radio per- 
sonality. 

Friars Club has already 
made some overtures to CBS 
to sound out Godfrey ‘who is 
now recuperating at his Vir- 
ginia farm from his Boston 
surgery.) However, its consid- 
ered doubtful whether God- 
frey will go for it, as he’s 
known to shun such tributes. 








is undertaking a study to} 
network | 


devoting | 


similar to that in force | 


the | 


Jordan just out of the hos- | 











INBC Envisions a Sat. Nite Future 
For Hayward; TV ‘Excites’ Producer 


— —_—__—_—_— ——~* The network jockeying for Le- 
|land Hayward’'s services as & pet 
Mull All- Chi Antenna | manent entry in the TV mA aly 
Chicago, July 7. }tion sweepstakes continues” un- 
All Chi TV. stations have | abated NBC, for one, is hopeful 
been in conference about of corralling him, envisioning a 
building a combination an- | Hayw ard pt oduced once-a-month 
tenna atop the 42-story Pru- 190-minute show in its Saturday 
dential Insurance building, night plans for the future. Thus 
| now under construction on far Hayward's been lending an at- 
Michigan Ave | tentive ear but remains noncom- 
CBS veep H. Leslie Atlass | mittal. Since Hayward and CBS 
| said he thinks each station | board chairman William S. Paley 
| would prefer to keep its pres- | are close friends and neighbors, 
ent site. but “if one station jis a cinch that the Columbia 
decidss to use the new loca | hierarchy won't let him go by de- 

| tion, we must all use it.” fault 
Atlass said it'd be an expen With the 9 to 10:30 “Show of 
sive proposition, with a tab of | Shows” going on a staggered basis 
over $300,000 for merely de |next season (playing three weeks 
signing the master antenna j}and laying off one, similar to the 
Milton Berle formuta last season), 
| NBC wants to slot a Hayward pro- 
} duction in the 90-minute segments 
(BS-TV to Make on the fourth week Tentatively, 
it has set “All Star Revue” for the 
once-monthly slot, but if Hayward 
| can be brought into camp, “All 
p ost ime n Star" would either be dropped or 


Chi Orginations : 


July 7 
origina 
a big hypo from 
the year, accord- 
Atlass, CBS Cen 
veepee. CBS is cur- 
rently low man on the origination 
totem pole with only a half hour 
a week (which it 
purchase of channel 4) 
is origineting nine hours 
ABC-TV and Dumont 2!'% 
weekly each 

When WBBM-TV's 
are ready Atlass 


Chicagd, 
| Windy City network TV 
tions should get 
| CBS-TV_ within 
ing to ff. Leslie 
tral Division 


NBC-TV 
weekly; 
hours 


new 


said he'd start 


making good on the promise given | 


the FCU by CBS-TV 
Van Volkenburg of ultimateiy 
originating many as 12 hours 
a week otf network television pro- | 
grams in Chicago.” The majority |! 
; of these web shows will be Chi 
developed packages, but Atlass 
said some of the programs cur- 
rently being originated in New 
York will be shifted to Chicago. 

At present. WBBM-TV is using 
the old WBKB studios in the State- 
Lake building. Atlass said three 
sites are under consideration for 

(Continued on page 44) 


prexy 


ae 


CBS & Johnson’ $ Wax 
Duet: You’ve Been More 


Than a ‘Father’ to Me 


for breath in the aftermath of the 





“Life With Father’ TV _ sale to 
| Johnson's Wax for the Sunday | 
;}evening at 7 slot next season. It 


|was a case of getting off the hook 
| for $500,000 (the amount to which 
| CBS-TV was committed on rights, 
|royalties, staff, ete, but 
ramifications involved in 
a client and clearing the decks for 
|the Sunday at 7 time represented 
|} a herculean feat. 

First off it was a case of making 
ithe Sabbath time available 
meant shifting the Wrigley-spon- 
sored Gene Autry show to another 
| period. CBS prexy Frank Stanton 


and winged to Chicago to convince 
| Wrigley to make the shift 
| Tuesday at 8 on the basis that 
Autry and Red Skelton as back-to- 
| back attractions could well be the 
answer to clipping Milton Berle’s 
| rating wings 

Within 48 hours Stanton had sold 
Wrigley. But convincing Autry was 
something else again. For a while 
it looked like no dice, but finally 
Autry, too, capitulated. 

However, 


title and a time segment. It’s not 
only likely that both Dennis King 
and Martha Scott will be replaced 
as the leads (CBS is still unhappy 
with the show's sum total to date) 
but it’s now reported that Ezra 
Stone, who did the kine audition, 
jwon't be back as director. 





inherited in the | 


studios } 


Jack | 


| Shifted to another period 
NBC-TV’s program — chieftain, 
Charles (Bud) Barry and his aides 
are meanwhile mulling methods by 
which some of the major high- 
| lights of the widely-kudosed Hay- 
| ward-produced Ford cavalcade 
| Show can be resurrected, via kine, 
| for integration into future pro- 
hal am schedules 


Hayward last week assembled at 


his N. Y. home most of the Ford 
showcased performers (with the 
| major exception of Ethel Merman, 
who has returned to the Coast) 
for their initial viewing of the 
| kinescope of the two-hour pro- 
| gram—the first time they had seen 
| it 

Hayward himself is bullish on 
ithe potentials of TV, describing 
the medium as exciting and pro 
vocative. While he prefers not to 
;commit himself just vet as to his 
| entry into TV, he sees the elec- 
jtronic show biz pattern as provid 
; Ing a definite challenge for “new 


CBS execs are still coming | 


comers” like himself 
new techniques 


in charting 


‘Mon. at 9 Lone 


NBC-TV Problem 


In the two network (NBC-CBS) 
TV competitive picture, Monday. 
night at 9 NBC (opposite 
“Lucy”) remains as the only tough- 
to-find-a-sponsor half-hour 
ment, occupying the same 
| position that obtained for 


on 





seg: 
“island” 
several 


| seasons Tuesday 8 to 9 on CBS-TV 


| against 
| Columbia 


when no one would hazard going 
Milton Berle 
has finally 


However, 
cracked the 


lice with its switchover of the Wrig 
| ley-bankrolled Gene Autry show to 


the | 
bagging | 


This | 


personally stepped into the breach | 


Tuesday 8 to 8:30 and Red Skelton 
set for 8:30 to 9 
To any sponsor who will buck the 


“Lucy” Monday night competition, 
|NBC will make an attractive pro- 
gram contribution tantamount to 
practically giving the show away 
| for free in return for buying the 
|time. Web is currently mulling the 
idea of putting “Mr. and Mrs 
North” into the spot (show has 
‘been cancelled by Colgate) as a 
sustainer until a client comes 


to } 


| along 


GENE KING BACK T0 


US; JOINS HUB WEEI 


the problems are far | 
from solved. Johnson's Wax has a | 


Boston, July 7. 
Gene King is back at his old 
|stamping ground, having resigned 


his European Information post for 
ithe U. S. (ex-Economic Coopera 
tion Administration’. King had 
been headquartered in Paris for the 
past two years. 

King checked in this week at the 
CBS-owned WEEI radio station, 
taking over the program director- 
ship. He succeeds Ray Girardin. 
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TONY MARTIN SHOW IT’S THE BARRYS 
With Bill Foreman, announcer;| With Jack Barry, Marcig Van Dyke 

quests Producers: Barry, Dan Enright, Ed 
Producer-Director: Bill Brennan Friendly 
Writer: Glenn Wheaton Director: Enright 
20 Mins.; Sun., 8 p.m. Writer: Louis Heyward 
RCA-VICTOR 15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri.; 9:15 a.m, 
NBC, transcribed from N. Y. SERUTAN 

(J. Walter Thompson) NBC, from N.Y. ' 

Tony Martin has stepped into (Ed Kletter Associates ) 
the vacationing Phil Harris-Alice| | Packaging firm of Barry, En- 
Faye show's time slot with a quasi-| right & Friendly, thus far limited 
disk jockey stanza aimed at plug-/ to panel and quiz shows, has come 
ying his own platters and others | up with its first situation comedy, 
from the RCA Victor catalog. That, | 1n which Jack Barry and his wife, 
of course. gives RCA a disguised,| Marcia Van Dyke, act themselves 
but solid half-hour commercial on | in a sort of “at home with us” for- 
this show since the Victor disks art mat. Judging from the first airing 
parlayed with straight plugs for Monday (6), program could stand 
other RCA products, such as radio- | 4 lot of improvement, both in the 
TV sets. etc cripting and thesping depart- 

Martin, however, is a hep spieler | ments hefore it can hold a regular 
besides being one of the top male | audience on Its cross-the-board 
vocalists in the business. On the | basis 
opening show (5) of this tran- Most of the trouble appears to 
scribed serie 





Phil Harris who also had a couple|to seem real, and the situations 
of his Victor platters aired. Har-| too awkwardly drawn to ring true. 
ris’ version of the oldie, “The! Story had Barry and Miss Van 
Preacher and The Bear.” was. in| Dyke taking motion pictures of 
fact. one of the show’s highlighis. | their young son, Jeff. Such overly 
Martin spun a brace of his sides, | familiar developments as forget- 
including the current “Sorta On ting to wind the camera, the 
The Border’ and “Unfair’ in addi-| baby's crying when Barry was 


tion to such click oldie@ as “I Get | ready to shoot, near strangling of | 


Jdeas.”’ Pop by the baby and the final de- 
Series will showcase other Vie- | nouement of having forgotten to 
tor artists in the guest slot with | load the film comprised the weak 


Perry Como due to appear on the 
second) § stanza. Announcer Bill) dency on the part of scripter Louis 
Foreman delivered the regular Vic- | Heyward is to present familiar sit- 
tor plugs in okay style without | uations In an overly cute manner 


punching too hard. Herin, and result is to make them sound 
‘ forced, 
CONFESSION Barry, as the bumbling husband, 


With Paul Frees, Joyce McCluskey, | Pushes a little too hard, and he 
Virginia Gregg, Marvin Miller, | °° sounds forced in the role. Miss 
Sam Edwards, Stacey Harris Van Dyke is a little better, but 

Producer-Director: Homer Canfield the characterization of sweetness 

30 Mins., Sun., 9:30 p.m, and helpfulness is too one-sided. 

Sustaining She sang one lullaby very nicely. 

NBC, from Hollywood 
Those radio “Dragnet” fans who | aging firm is to develop the series 

wondered what they were going to! into a television property. Script 

listen to during the summer might | sounded at times more like a tele 
just as well turn their dials back) script than an AMer, with sftua- 
to NBC. Homer Canfield has| tions that were more sight than 
whipped up a summer replacement! sound and frequent pauses that 
for the series that can stand on its 
own as an excellent radio property, | but have no place before the micro- 

a program worth developing as a! phone. Perhaps series would make 

year-round show. 
Titled “Confession,” it's a docu-| needs more polish 10 become & 

mentary-styled crime show, based | satisfactory radio entry. Chan. 
on the files of various correction | sania tains 
departments throughout the coun-| _ : re 

trv, and presented in cooperation |THE MUSIC ROOM 

with the California State Depart-| Producer-Director: Oliver Daniel 

ment of Correction. First program | 15 Mins.; Sun., 9 a.m, 

told the story of a teenage girl who Sustaining 

ran away from home with a ,oung | CBS, from N. Y., 

boyfriend, was led into a life of | Format for this early Sunday 

crime and finally found herself a| Morning stanza calls for a musi- 

widow and mother in the hands of | clan or singer to take the spotlight 
the California police. |} each week. Program may not cause 

Script realistically unfolded the | late sleepers to set their alarm 
steps that led up to her final pre-| clocks ahead, but for those who 
dicament—parental misunderstand- | are awake it’s okay fare. The 
ing, a quick marriage, a series of |9 a.m. time slot will undoubtedly 
holdups, with the husband rapidly put a dent in show’s potential lis- 
becoming a dope addict, and his | tening audience, 

final demise via an aborted drug | Svio spot on opener, Sunday (5), 

store burglary for narcotics. Gal] was filled by balladeer-composer 

was excellently portrayed by Joyce |'Tom Seott. Composer of the mu- 

McCluskey, aided by a fine sup-| sie for CBS’ recent documentary 

porting cast. J. Frederick Albeck’s | feature, “38th Parallel—USA.” 

music gave the show an added | Scott, accompanying himself on a 

touch of forcefulness. Final touch | guitar, vocalled a few folk songs in 

of realism was the buzz that indi- addition to offering some excepts 
cates a phone wire 1s tapped, Koing | from his “Parallel” score. His 
on and off as the confession pro- | workover of the guitar and ballads 
ceeded. ; e | Was proficient. 

Crime doesn't pay” tagline Was | Future guest slate includes so- 

nicely handled by Miss McCloskey | ,,.. cue Hr . 

: oe aes . prano Camilla Williams, harmoni- 
and Paul Frees, acting the role of | ..; : ; Pe n 
Richard A. McGee, director of the | ©#!St John Sebastian. pianists Wil- 

a: y | tam Masselos and Grace Castag- 
| 
| 
| 


California Dept. of Correction, In aid es 
all, “Confession” adds up as adult rey ey duo-pianists hagnaten 
an e ess. 


radio fare, realistically and ably 


presented. CHAN. | ORFF OOEEOEE 


Radio Follow-Up 


CLEVELAND CALLING LONDON 
Writer-Producer: Sanford Markey | 


he adeptly handled | lie in the scripting department. | 
some light bantering with guestar | First episode was a little too pat| ° 


ituations in the initialler. Ten-| 


Intent on the part of the pack- | 


would have been okay on camera | 


a better tele property, but it still | 




















JIMMY NELSON 


DANNY O’DAY AND 
KIUMPHREY HIGSBYE 


PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 
LOUIS W. COHAN 
1776 Broadway, N. Y. 
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CAVALCADE OF MUSIC 
With John Connelly, announcer 


| Producer-director: Irwin Green-| 


field 
Writer: Sam Dann 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sat., 9 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
WMGM, N. Y. 


a Prentice-Hall publication, as the 


basis for a program series. Matt-| 


feld’s work offers a sweeping pana- 
rama of U. S. music from 1620 to 
1950 with the top songs of each 
year framed within their historical 
setting of social, political and 
other cultural events. 

This cross - the - board series 
comes up with a simple but effec- 
tive format. Each show is being 
framed around the typical music 
of a particular year with the script 
patterned after Mattfeld’s text 
in supplying the historical back- 
ground, : 

No particular order in choosing 
ithe years on this series is being 
| followed and the opening stanza 
‘on this series was devoted to the 
|vear 1905. The show spotlighted 
lsuch hits of that era as “Wait Till 
the Sun Shines, Nellie,” “Kiss Me 
| Again,” “lL Don’t Care,” “Claire 
de Lune.” “In the Shade of the 
Old Apple Tree,” “Mary's a Grand 
Old Name,’ “The Whistler and 
His Dog,” and “My Gal Sal.” 

John Connelly handled the nar- 
ration between the disks in effec- 
tive, unpretentious — style. For 
some reason, however, there was 
no consistent identification of the 
, artists heard on the disks played 
on the show. In some cases, their 
names were used but they were 
omitted for the most part. 

Herm. 


BREAKFAST IN HOLLYWOOD 
With Jack MeCoy, Johnny Mont- 
gall, “Unele Archie” Preby, 
Gaylord Carter 
| Director: Ralph Hunter 
| Producer: Chet Mittendorf 
Sat., 30 Mins.; 10:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from Hollywood 
The “old folks’ special has 
}moved across the street into an 
| NBC studio after being a coffee 





,klatch for most of its 11 years. | 


'Chet Mittendorf, who helped the 
\late Tom Breneman launch the 
| show. has finally got it back on 


WMGM has hit upon a natural | 
idea in using Julius Mattfeld’s | 
book, “Variety Music Cavalcade,” | 


ee aaaaaaaas 


From the Production Centres 


++ 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Shirley Eggleston into cast of “Whispering Streets’ on ABC Thurs- 
day (9)... ABC program topper Ray Diaz returned from vacation 
this week, with his assistant, Buzz Blair, set to take off this weekend 
., « WLIB won awards for public service shows from Mizrachi and 
American Women’s ORT orgs. 

Billie Read Palmer, NBC prexy Frank White’s secretary, has left 
the network to await arrival of her first child... CBS commentator 
Galen Drake named radio chairman of the fall campaign of the Assn. 
for the Help of Retarded Children . . . Announcer Nelson Case, who 
just had an emergency slipped-disk operation at Harkness Pavilion, 
recorded the farewell announcement for Lowell Thomas’ final broad- 
cast for P & G from his bedside . . . Karl A. Brautigam, account exec 
on Atlas Supply, appointed veepee of McCann-Erickson agency ..., 
CBS’ Sid Garfield to Fire Island for vacation . .. Hal Davis ‘Kenyon 
& Eckhardt) off with family for month’s vacation . . . Taylor Grant's 
news show on ABC moves over to Sunday night at 9 for the summer, 
replacing vacationing Waiter Winchell . . . Edgar Bergen back to the 
Coast after European tour and brief N. Y. stopover... Budd Wilds, 
of CBS Radio program department, vacationing at Westhampton Beach 
. . « Biff Bates, assistant labor relations director at CBS, back from 
Toronto where he presided at the annual convention of Alpha Delta 
Phi fraternity ... Jerry White, instructor at the School of Radio 
Technique, rejoined the staff of WHLI, Hempstead ... Ned Wever 
and Anita Anton added to “Our Gal Sunday” cast, while Patsy Camp- 
bell and Berel Firestone joined “Just Plain Bill” ... Julie Stevens 
subbing for Florence Freeman on “Young Widder Brown,” with latter 
going abroad for six weeks . . . Staats Cotsworth slated to star oppo- 
site Eva LeGallienne on NBC's “Macbeth” Sunday (12). 

Thomas G. Brennan, formerly of the Young & Rubicam radio-TV 
department, joined Frank Cooper Associates in N. Y. in a creative 
and sales capacity. 


IN CHICAGO... 


John R. Coughlin from WAIT to WBBM announcing staff... “Wel- 
come Travelers’ slipped quietly into its seventh continuous year of 
broadcasting last week, sans the usual hoopla and fanfare... Don Mc- 
Neill to emcee 25th annual banquet of the Sportsmen of America Aug. 8 
. . « Ulmer Turner to sub on vacationing Austin Kiplinger’s news shows 
from July 13 to 25... WGN flack staffer Jack Howard off for two- 
week encampment at Camp Ripley, Minn., with Ill. National Guard 

. WENR spotlighting Great Lakes Naval Training Station choral 
| group with weekly 15-minute ‘Meet Your Navy” musical... Bill 
| Vidas new head of film syndicate dept. at Jack Russell & Associates 

. CBS feeding series of concerts by Grant Park Symphony to the 
web with WBBM’s Jay Andres as commentator . . . Saxie Dowell latest 
addition to WGN block of afternoon deejay shows... ABC’s “Dise 
| covery” moved up a half hour to the 7:30 p. m. slot to make way for 
| “3 City Byline” in the old time period ... Robert Woodburn from 
|NBC New York to the same web here as chief accountant... Rex 
| Allen booked as guest star when WLS “Barn Dance” remotes from 
| opening of Ill. State Fair Aug. 15. 
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IN BOSTON . . . 


| WBZ and WBZ-TV report listeners have contributed more than 
$50,000 to the Worcester Tornado Relief Committee . Harvey 
| Struthers, WEEI general manager, has been appointed to the Adver- 
| tising Advisory Council of the Mass. Dept. of Commerce .. . Bob 
| Perry, for the past three years early morning deejay at WLAW and 
more recently WVDA, has resigned and will move to the West Coast. 
| harlie Tarkinson wil] take over the dawn platter show at WVDA... 
| W BZ-TV is experimenting with a new type TV show, a three-hour con- 
| tinuous TV film presentation, which will feature a comedy, a cartoon 
| and a feature pic, each of which will be run and re-run. Tabbed 
Continuous Performance,” program will be shown on Saturday after- 
noons w hen the station is not committed to televise a baseball game. 
| It’s tentatively skedded for balance of the summer... . Stephanie 
Wagner, formerly of Loew’s Theatres publicity department, has joined 
WCOP as tubthumper ... WVDA newscaster Rod MacLeish, flew to 
scene of the forest fires near Mt. Washington to feed ABC network 
‘via tape) eyewitness reports ... Phil Christie, former WHDH an- 
nouncer, has joined the announcing staff of WEEI. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS ... 


Bob DeHaven, WCCO staffer and for many years a favorite radio 
personality, makes his TV debut July 13 with his own daily 5:30 p. m, 
half-hour program, “Bob DeHaven Show.” Directed by Harry Jones, 
itll comprise a band, singers and movie-quick quiz. DeHaven will 
continue with his numerous radio shows ... Harlan Horton resigned 
from WCCO radio to join KSL, Salt Lake City, as announcer and 
| Housewives Protective League director... Allen Forbes, WCCO radio 
newswriter, quitting to become general manager of radio station WKAI, 
| Macomb, ll. ... Norm Page, WMIN program director, back in har- 
ness after a northern Wisconsin resort vacation . . . Stew MacPherson, 
| WCC O sports head, vacationing in California . . « Matt Walz, veteran 
| WCCO transmitter man, gravely ill... With KSTP in organized 





| 
| 


: ’ ad P ‘ : i labor's good graces a sai ae . ‘ 
Director: John Wellman THe eeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeos |NBC’s main line with Jack McCoy | lift . , S again as a result of settlement of its three-year 
Anacencer: Mert Bates | dealing ‘em off the lip. The years | differences with AFL Technicians’ union, obstacle in way of telecasting 
15 Mins.; Sunday, 3:45 p.m. Mel Allen, in WINS (N. Y.)\ have been kind to this type ot | oer iteheren football game as part of NCAA program next 
Sustaining | broadcasts of Yankee-Red  Sox)| audience participator despite its ctober has been eliminated 


WTAM., Cleveland baseball games Thursday and Fri- 

\ down-to-earth and hard-shoot-! day (2-3), defended his “partisan” 
ing publié service program, dealing | broadcasts on behalf of the Yan- 
with controversial events in daily kees. Apparently stung by wired 
headlines, is crisply delivered in| and mailed criticisms of recent 
WTAM’'s new Sunday “This Is{ Play-by-plays and his “call” for 
Cleveland Calling London” series. | Yankee supporters to turn out at 

Sanford Markey, station’s news| the Stadium for the weekend to 
editor, wrote and produced them| root” the club from its. since- 
with a shrewd eye for capitalizing|ended slump, Allen talked at 
taped voices of nationally timely | concey both afternoons, of his air 





personalities. They answer timely | concept, 
questions submitted by citizens of | Balleaster conceded that he 
Great Britain about conditions in| wanted to see the Yankees win: 


this country, or questions asked by| “I am with them and watch them | 


residents of Northern Ohio about! play every day, while I see the ope 
Britain. _ | posing clubs only 22 times each 

These generally cover economic. stretched over the season.” His 
social or political topics with such | “enthusiasm” naturally ran for the 
crisp reportorial skilfulness that! New York American league entry 
it becomes a particularly good, in-| he added. Allen insisted, however. 
formative 15-minute program of | that his loyalty to the Youbeos 
an interesting sort. }did not blind him to recognizing 


On last Sunday's edition Dr. You | and reporting the virtues of other | 
teams and players, or to giving. 


— Yang, South Korean ambas- | 
sador, answering a British carpen-| fair accounts of games. H 
ter's inquiry, tersely explained | hasized, t r ’ ak, 
whether emg Korea could co | Gane seeds ibaa te Cannot al 
tinue fighting if UN troops were! not “putting on a 
e : n act 
withdrawn. An English school taking sides” in reading pond ow 
teacher who accused American | other telegrams from listeners. He 
papers of favoritism to Yankees in! does so because of the “interest 
(Continued on page 44) | value.” Jaco. 


please “partisans,” that he is 


|many imitators and it should pick 
| up a sponsor after a few samplings. 

The format has undergone few 
changes. The “hat trick,” one of 
{the Breneman standbys, has been 
abandoned but most of the other 
| features are retained with all their 
lusty laughs, Oldsters being gabby 
by nature and liking to raise their 
voices in mass singing, these ele- 
ments are pounded hard. The jolly, 
jovial McCoy has a friendly way 
about him and draws out of them 
such native wit as, “I took one look 
at him and I'm glad I didn't 
marry him,” and “after 40 vears 
of marriage he’s not the man ] 
thought he was." 


Even the kids get into the act. 
| One six-year-old tvke said he had 
to climb into trees to keep away 
from girls who were chasing him. 
Giveaways are what lure most of 
the auditors and the loot runs 
mostly to household apparatus, or- 
chids and wishing rings. Johnny 
Montgall tenored a pair of num- 
bers in clear tones and Gaylord 
|Carter pumped the console for 
| Sood musical effect. Archie Presby 
' presides over the largesse. 


i Helm. 


‘IN PITTSBURGH ..., 


Vera Oldenburg, WDTV manager Harold Lund’s secretary, is leaving 
the end of July to become sales service manager for WENS ... Carl 
b= Subbing for Johnny Boyer on KDKA while sportscaster is vaca- 
poy on ‘on Ragin, WCAE announcer, acting this week in Little 
t= e Fey Theatre production of “The Hasty Heart” . . . Cameraman 
| Pans oon has pees upped to floor manager’s job at Channel 2... 
| dren ‘h poonggeen. KDKA announcer, his wife and three of their four chil- 
| Sh B nig — to Nantucket for a month... New “Earl Wheeler 
lt i ae tees ee, switching from 15 minutes Sunday afternoon to half 
hour Tuesday nights, has Gloria Abdou, director of women’s activities 
at WCAE, and Sterling Yates, Rege Cordic’s man of many voices on 

anelists with mistress of ceremonies Joan Pastin 





/WWsw, as regular p 

'. . . Otto Krenn doing week-end announci 

fee. ncing at KQV for the summer 

i: _, Mead Mulvihill, free of his Jaw studies at Duquesne U. until 
all, filis in for regular announcers during vacation period. 


IN CLEVELAND .. . 


| _ Bill Stewart, formerly with WGAR, now wi y 

Fe ws AK, ‘ith WTAM sales... Alan 
| Freed, WJIW disker, emcees the Joe Louis July 20 Arena music show 
Is ‘ : Greater Cleveland’s Drive-In Theatres have purchased series of 
pe $ on WGAR .. . Harry Camp has resigned as v. p.-general man- 
| Pres of WDOK to return to Miami... Stam Anderson, Cleveland 
{ toa radio-TV editor, serving as permanent judge on “Ladies Choice,” 
te - K talent search program .. . Lincoln Endelman, formerly from 
; Columbus, with WJW sales... Bill Barbour, noted pro, is doing 4 
half-hour golf instruction stint on WXEL, Wednesday, 8:30 p. m...- 


(Continued on page 44) 
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‘GOTTA KEEP ON ADVERTISING 


AMA Slaps Down TV's Men In White “107 piicTy CT (ME ! Mystery Writers Beef to TV Webs: 











American Medical Assn. last week derided as “drivel,” “cheap” 














that the doctors’ voices can be heard in ever-widening circles, and on iieons 
ya ai this year. The study is based on Everybody needs a holiday, ing Board to make a detailed study 


and “resentment provoking” those TV commercials which try to | ‘D; ; . 
mislead viewers into thinking their claims are sanctioned by AY | lM ro racy 0 0 unit ots 
medicos. 
The AMA, which represents 211,000 or more than half of the : 
physicians in the U, S., raised the squawk in the current issue of Because of brand-switching ;¢ eT ee mpmery Wimets Oar 
its official Journal. The lead editorial said that medicos “resent eh al en aan — a0, FM Gone Fishin’ j ica, Inc., whose 400 members are 
the present trend in advertising circles to feature stethoscopes, | UStomerturnover, a TV bankroller | With of jmaster hawkshaws at detecting 
, white coats and medical claims in advertising programs. They can lose as much as 50% of his| the FCC, New = tm Prenat cote spmgeaend yy ager Be 
assert this is a cheap atcempt to mislead the audiences into believ- original customers within a span! wy A PF-FM la = <i “Gea Re ck at ae ie cae 
ing that the claims have been proved medically.” of three months. if he doesn’t sus-| duced the = igre a [ecitars of all tour TV nelwoms, 
Most radio. TV audiences “have been exposed to so much of this | ;.; i eked s-| duced ave mepeage en step of tak- | warning that the organized who- 
drivel,” the editorial says, “that there is not only suspicion, or tain his advertising exposure 4 hal cose : reapeee rem = | Gunitlers were fed up with the ream 
even disbelief, but actual resentment when programs featuring That's one of the findings of a| r ge ype or July and | life larcenies allegedly being 
such advertisements are offered. new study, “How television works} AU8USt. It will return to the | committed against their works by 
“While advertisers may claim that the medical profession makes | fF the advertiser,” which Hugh M gee mg ; Arba x sesalaae- i perry TV C 
up only a small part of the total population, they should not forget | Beville, Jr., NBC research & plan-| figies (OF Ounauna aeceeetian at Gad the Clun's Kamie- ty Came 
¥ ning director, will release later ing. mittee wes setting up a “Monitor- 
| 
| 





























Antell Lops Off 
What's Your Bid?’ 


, Charles Antell has dropped 
What's Your Bid?” on DuMont, 
just a couple of months after 


hess 1s not likely to be placed any- 
Where else, since reason for the 
cancellation is reportedly a budg- 
etary one. 
Alda as emcee. 
Program actually went off after 
the July 29 broadcast, but Antel] 
id notified DuMont that the show 
might be restored. DuMont slotted 
1 “What's the Story?” temporarily 
st week, and when Antell failed 
to deliver the program early this 
Week, moved “Story” into the 10 
». ™m. Sunday time permanently. 


Sic rv Pad 

te — have Al Capp replac- 

pi alter Kiernan as permanent 
cee 


to include novelists, TV and radio 
“riters and others besides news- 
Papermen, previously the only 
Panelis sts on the show. 
Wi th “Story” moving to Sundays 
| 10. the Wednesday 7:30 p. m. 
>it, it previously occupied has 


be . ° 
‘én turned back to the stations 


fo 
10Ca] 


‘ie I . 
ile, 





{senting eight 
‘ 
utes a week and totalling approxi-| made fewer loyal customers, and 


switehi j i = shows, me 
ing it from ABC-TV. Busi | Can Be Beautiful,” 


“Pepper Young’s Family, y 


. and panel will be enlarged | 


the summer, with most of the , 
Operations putting films into 


nighttime ratings. 

Last week P & G sent 
newal order 
lineup of daytime shows, 
hours and 45 


in a re- 


vepre- 
min- 


mately $6,500,000 in annual gross 


| billings. 





topping | 
{the brand's 


to NBC for its entire some 3°% 
| Without 


total number of 
this market 

from February to 
TV, this advertiser 
have gained fewer new customers, 


tomers in 


experienced more lost customers. 
|So his total customers would have 


Renewal orders, all for 52 weeks, | decreased an estimated 6%. 


six cross-the-board daytime 
“Welcome Travelers,” “Life 
“Road of Life,” 
“Right | 
“Backstage 


| cover 


to Happiness,” and 


Show has had Robert | bat gr" 


P & G has been identified with | 
most of “the shows for upwards of 
15 years. 


CBS-TV’s ‘How Come?’ 


On Green-Foster Stin 





CBS-TV’s pacting of Mort Green | 
the script- | 
ing of last week's Hal LeRoy hour | 


and George Foster for 


presentation in the “Godfrey and 
Friends’ Wednesday 
occasioned some “what gives? 


guiries among CBS staffers. 


The eyebrow lifting stems from 
have 
been under contract to NBC-TV for 
which continues until Au-| 
Tallulah | 
“All Star | 
staffers | 
web failed to 
jutilize its own stable of talent. 


the fact Green and Foster 
a year, 
gust (they wrote the 
Bankhead segments on 
Revue”) and the CBS 
question why the 


‘ 





11S 


night spot | 
’ in- | 
| whose filmbiog is currently 


| Recorded Program 
with former grid star Mike Kizziah 


“So this advertiser 


This 


| puts him, in May, about 9°% ahead 


of where he probably would have | 


| been without the support of his 
TV program. This, of course, is 
just in the single market surveyed. 
A 9% 
plied across all 60 major markets | 
in which this advertiser's program 
seen—could amount to a very 
considerable differenc 





Hirsch, Kizziah Signed 


For ‘Touchdown Tips’ 


Elroy “Crazy Legs” Hirsch, 
former All-American halfback 


planned, has been signed by RCA 
Service 


” 


for its “Touchdown Tips,” syndi- 
cated transcription series. 
Series, which is going into its 


12th yeur. comprises 13 


cus- | 
increased | 

May. | 
would | 


| Sammy 


actually | : 
| gained 3° where, without TV, he | exposure 15 


| probably would have lost 6%>. 


differenge in sales—if it ap-| 


in his profit | 
_ picture accounted for by TY.” 


being 


along 
| Phil 


| NBC shows. 
| “This 
} production in August, 


quarter- 
hours which will be made on the 
| Coast siarting Sept. 11. 


bankrollers. In the case of Bolger, 
show hasn’t gone before the cam 
eras yet, and radio consequently 
has no idea of whether it can be 
transformed to AM direct from 
the video version, Joel Gray and 
Davis, Jr., fall into the 
same category, since work on their 
tele shows hasn't begun. 

ABC brass feels that the 
most important, froim 
the viewpoint of coin, prestige and 
exploitation. Therefore, while all 
new talent and = properties are 
signed for both radio and televi 
sion, TV gets the greenlight and 

AM must wait. 


CHEVILLAT, SINGER IN 
EXCLUSIVE NBC PACT 


The NBC CBS 
race to latch on to topflight writers, 
producers and directors for TV 
and radio this week found NBC 
pacting Dick Chevillat and Ray 
Singer to exclusive contracts. 

Chevillat and Singer, who for 
the six years have scripted the 
Harris-Alice Faye show and 
long string of radio and 


vs competitive 


have a 


| pix credits, will serve as creators, 


and producers of new 


Initial effort will be 


writers 


Is Living,” 


|} droppe over 


| alternate weeks. 


scheduled for | 
‘contract to the network.) 


that the public is not so lastingly gullible as som dvertisers j , 
seem to believe. la — ee 10,000 interviews conducted in pee ge radio and television, bw televised stories in the crime 
At least some physicians are so disturbed that they have been what NBC calls a “representative ental ne eeepc tp | and my tery fleld The literary 
known to go out of their way to explain to patients, and sometimes Mid-western TV market Inter- | also have on ” @ »] “ee th . | es oe ee preyece cow 
to larger groups, the nonsense involved in such obvious deception.” viewer s surveyed 5,000 homes in| st iti n’s ) ey "a . ‘h “engage igh haan : poserare toga ae 
The editorial, headed, “Portrayal of physicians in television and February, 1952, and returned to the | “ steals ; ag xy ra irsch | tion, if they find piracy of their 
‘la ie } 0 hysicians in t sion an _ ‘ es ¥ mann In fact, sometimes as vhodunit plo 

radio advertising,” appended the note that radio and TV “provide | S4™M@ Homes three months later in} Ti cten on impeties to think var i cae 

remarkable outlets for entertainment and educational programs May, to anaiyze changes that had) nat radio and television sta: ee co ee eee ae 

. : : wae CL_rre . yy ‘ ‘ “ic sie ‘ , 

Their effectiveness is applauded by all, and it is unfortunate that occurred in their buying and TV-| sions need a holiday more than eee Seem, eee See vee 

this admiration should be diluted by criticism that could be viewing habits, in relation to 85) gap Beg ; }tors thoroughly familar with past 

avoided.” : ; different brands. ; most other businesses | published material in this field.” 
The AMA urged county and state medical societies to consult | “In many cases,” says Beville, Lawrence G. Blochman, chnit- 
with local station managers and “mutually interested parties in } we found an advertiser hed lost | nan of its Radio-T\ Committee 
the radio and television industry” to “effect solutions for adver- }as many as halt of his original cus ind creator of detective Dr Coffee 
tising problems that affect the medical profession. _. {hoes in the three-month satiahinieedl S er mn  thagnoals. eomcice, ile. the 
i TE, stealer between our two surveys.” |webs the Mystery Writers were 

| The study threw light on a psy e | worriea about three current trends 

} | chological point that advertisers in network TV 

f 00 g ort 0 0x a ie- a sometimes forget, according to Ol ing n 0 . ““1) The purchase of published 

Beville. Bankrollers often consider | story material has dropped off 
| their TV shows as largely a means | sharply 
° > * | “to pump in new customers to take “2) ‘There is an increasing use 
e ets S anction the place of lost customers.” How- | all ar al of the credit: lines ‘Written for 
| ever, the study shows TV advertis- | | television by —'; or ‘Original tele- 
ling also fulfills two other fune- | , so : : y., | Play by—'; or the omission of 

Dick Tracy's walkie-talkie wrist-¢ | tions: mn He Herat move to put Hy Mewi story credits completely 
watch was the t ; ick is acquired programming and talent Ae age , 

atch as the cartoon gimmic ° | (1) “To shut down on the flow on radio, ABC is prepping “Pride 3) There has been an inereas- 
that coi’ ine Sverre of a Of Thee | Sing ‘ie customers away from you.” of the Family,” the MCA-built | {U8 "umber of instances in which 
10n-wire 2-ll “mi +” - : the ‘original’ or ¢ ‘le. 
n : ich-square = micro- iidaoed _» | (2) “To persuade your present | package starring Paul Hartman, n riginal’ or anonymous tele 
phone” that fits into a man’s lapel. | Chicago, July 7. |. ‘ ' >» tal Secaan | plays bear striking resemblance 
Owner of the electronically operat- Suburban Oak Park radio station | cuesemners to keep on buying your | for s fall AM bow. Program, which not necessarily coincidental to 

ed device, Edward Kook, prez of | WOPA has sct aside the 1 to 2 p. m. | brand. will be sponsored on tele on alter sented ahenies 
the Century Lighting, Inc., N. Y., | slot in its Saturday (11) sched Beville said brand-switching was nate weeks by Bristol-Myers and agerdiae of the lena ec oth 
revealed this week that the FCC |Ule to salute local merchants who | found to be ciosetly related to TV peclaveer-vel will be taken of a cal aspects of this trend, the eco- 
had officially approved his Port | | displayed the flag on the Fourth of |exposure. “For example,”” he said soundtrack of the tele films. Net nemic repercussions deGaitew of 

. a Jul | “there as the case leanser | Work is already peddling the pack } iS GeNAINely ale 
©’ Vov and that he is now ped- | /U!Y- . lere was the case of a Cleanser) 7 t : oleate fect MWA members who write for 
dling it to telecasters Salute consists of a free spot an | advertised on a network comedy | &6& be ; ' oe a interest i living 

: ee -— ne : : . whic] ¢ reported, and it's likely to get aj‘ 

CBS-TV has already financed the | ROUncement for any business estab-| show. In the group which had not Prids ak the ae ' Blochman told Variery that the 
making of a one-reel film, explain- jlishment that displayed the flag | viewed the program in February sa oi ee Mystery Writers knew of at least i 
rie how Bact G ¥ \ t f q| and then informed the station, with | but had begun viewing in May, the Radio program setup on new tale) agg wih urlemseaniine satiate lot 

S Sew eves | Ox operates, ANC | the merchant having the privilege |number of new customers switch- ent and properties has been st) ; . 
Kook is awaiting word on how it is | iti - ir ' ( | ac eemed to have been vilfered from 
received by tae wells ten eohetens. | lof writing his own commercial | ing to this brand was 40° higher | mied by the fact that the network an MWA writer. In one program 
NBC-TV t hav 4 l | copy. than in the group which had not) is aiming for tele exposures for! iy odd pimmick was apparently 

: oppers ave 2180 €xX:| ee viewed either time.” iis new naimes, with radio to fol : , : “3 apparently 
amined the device, and are consid- te llow. Radio net was able to take purloined trom a true crime book, 
ering buying them at $1,500 apiece. | It was also found that when pro- : ti . “p ide” mes . | he said which had never even ap- 

Menketetin unt: tp manhin his | gram-viewing ceased, the lost view-| @Uen on Suna ecause fIMS | Keared in the newspapers, 

v alkie-talkie’ ~ t 100 ‘¢ k | ? 9 ers became lost customers. “For  @re made and sponsors set. But in| spec gough turning out a TV 
‘ : ~ = “Mike phew a week, example,” he said, “in the case of the case of the other shows, radio whodunit a week.” he said. “A 
o producer Mike Todd, who is a local program advertising beer will have to hang fire until video “ell w ae ig? : vs 
using them for his singing gondo- eee i oe uli ° | Sti writer is apt to lift a story 
Vers in tl “A Night i Venice” hh among persons who ceased view- | BF ram and sponsor plans are set line from one of our member's 
Pict at oe ‘ B - ‘Th Mg oo ing the program, 66°% more, Danny Thomas and Ray Bolger works ana then add a slight switch 
been leas te — C “ a stopped buying the brand than! shows, for example, can't be put) or change of scene. Trouble is, it’s 

— too, by General Elec- among those who had never,on radio because of sponsor and) hard rove . ae 7 
tric, General Motors and Westing- viewed.” | program complications. In the case Te, eee ee 
house for demonstrators at sales- tH a rs _ ; of Tt et Bat — He said a call for members to 
manship shows On the basis of the three-month | & : 10mas, American Tobacco has joint the Monitoring Board would 

Kook, whose 25-year-old compan) , any, Eevee sue Re was even | ertiest my ig go Pagel ry | Be made in the next issue of the 
supplies lighting equipment to 70° Apparently there's been no able to estimate how much better | obs irst must come up with accept: | club's bulletin, Third Degree, to 

s : re A . > Te sy 's . — ’ 
of the Broadway legit theatres | dimunition in Procter & Gamble’s | off was a TV sponsor than he would | 4 le . format (they re conside ring be published in three weeks. He 
(Continued “enthusiasm for the radio soapers, | have been without his TV program. | 0m soundtracks from the Thomas, | said that members, who usually 
ontinued on page 44) which still enjoy topdog status in | Taking the case of @ cleanser, Bev- | ws it's not definite by any means), | yet about $350 for TV rights to 
ae the daytime programming sweep- | ille reasons this way: th vaya = or to American | their works on a haif-hour show, 
stakes, in many Cases “What actually occurred was that | ) gee) Dehore showing it to other | were worried because network 


their 
5007 


of material had 


in the last two 


purchase 


years 

Blochmon conceded it might be 
somewhat ironic when the moni- 
tors find themselves monitoring 
TV mysteries which a great many 
MWA members write for the me- 


ibe 
dium. 
tele | 


Hallmark & Miner 


Rotate Sun. Hour 


Reshuffle of NBC-TV's Sunday 


afternoon program schedule for the 


fall will find Hallmark, sponsor of 
the 30-mirute Sarah Churchill dra- 
matic show, going a full hour on 
an every-other-week basis, taking 
over the 5 to 6 o'clock period. 
The network is pitching to agen- 
cies and clients a Worthington L, 
(Tony) Miner-produced dramatic 
series as a companion show fur the 
Finding of a full 
hour time slot has been the major 
hurdle in NBC's failure to peddle 
the Miner dramatic, with the de- 
esion of Hallmark to change its 


'format paving the way for his re- 


,entry into the web production 
ranks. (Miner had been idle this 
past season while under exclusive 
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Signal Corps Developing Mobile TV 


System for 4-Way Military Use 
iting WCBS 


Washington, July 7. ¢ 
Army Signal Corps 
with TV in 


four 
through a “Mobile Television Sen | 


fem” now on a tour of installations | 


experimenting with potentials of | 


military use of the medium. 


A fact sheet issued by the Corps 
last week says TV may be used 
advantageously by the Army “as | 
adjunct in intelligence 
and reconnaissance work, surveil- 
lance. fire control, data transmis- 
sion. briefing of tactical command- 
ers, guidance of pilotless vehicles, 
and in the close-up observation of 
the action and effect of weapons”. 

Other military uses for TV are 
in the fields of training, educetion 
and “as a technical tool to be used 
primarily for viewing objects with 


a tactical 


which direct contact would be 
highly dangerous such as contam- | 
inated ov radio active substances”. 
So far, the Corps declares, TV | 
; tactical adjunct is still in a de 
veiopment stage and its use in| 


actual combat is “difficult to fore- 
Rut use of the medium for 
training has been successful, mak- 
ing it possible to televise lectures 
and demonstrations to large num- 
bers of troops at widely separated 
places 

The Army's mobile unit con- 
tists of three fieid cameras, an 
fconoscoye field chain and an air- 
born camera with associated sound 
originating from microphone, tape, 
disks or film. Material and equip- 
ment are carried in a transmitter 
van, transmitter power van, re- 
reiver van, receiver power van, TV 
recording bus, and L-20 airplane 
mounting camera and transmitter. 


NBC Reshutfles 
AM Tandem Plan 


NBC Radio last week revised its 
Tandem Plan for the fall, with the 
new Jimmy Stewart airer, “The 
Six Shooter,” to be included in the 
three-program lineup. Day and 
time for the program isn't set yet, 
but it's definitely to be included 
in the three-program, three-spon- 
sor lineup. 

“Barry Craig,” included in this 
vear's tandem, moves over from 
Sunday nights at 10 to Tuesdays at 
9:30. Red Skelton airer had the 
Tuesday night exposure previous- 
ly in the plan. Eddie Cantor show 
falls under the Tandem domain in 
the fall, with Judy Canova revert- 
ing to straight sales. No time shift 
is involved in the Cantor airer, re- 


rast”, 


maining in the 9:30 slot. While 
time on the Stewart show hasn't 
been set, it's conceivable it will 


move into the 10 p.m. Sunday slot 
being vacated by “Craig.” 

Web is peddling plan to spon- 
tors. It had Emerson Drug and 
Knomark in on the plan this year, 
but there's no indication they'll re- 
turn. 


Ed & Pegeen to Preem 
‘Pays to AdverTVize’ 

The Fitzgeralds start a new video 
show over WABC, New York, this 
Sonday (12) night at 9:30, aimed 
ai advertising the department store 
advertisers. It will be called “It 
Pays to AdverTVize,” primed at 
spotlight the Sunday merchandis- 
ing ads ABC prez Bob Kintner 
thinks that this is a new departure 
in the utilization of the video me- 
dium for retail merchants. 

Before both Ed and Pegeen Fitz- 
gerald pioneered the Mr. & Mrs. 
format—they're now in their 11th 
year over ABC—both were in the 
department store business in Port- 
Jand, Ore., San Francisco, Kansas 
City and New York Mrs. Fitz- 
gerald was ad and merchandising 
veepee with stores like Hale Bros., 
Frisco, and McCreery’s, N.Y. 
They're registering “AdverTVize” 
as a registered trademark. 














Vera Massey to WDSU-TV 


New Orleans, July 7. 





Vera Massey, vet New York | 
radio and television personality, 
has joined the staff of 


WDSU-TV | 

here. 
Her first assignment will be aj} 
@aily one-hour show, “Our House.” 





b! z ‘ oo Blake Ex 


Jessel’s Sun. Nite Video 


George Jessel is tentatively set 
for a Sunday night 15-minute show 
biz gossip and guestar session on 
ABC-TV, with the status of his 
projected half-hour variety seg- 
{ment still in doubt. Sunday night 
‘show will be sponsored on alter- 





For NRC 0&0 Flackery | »ate weeks by BB Rol-Rite Pens, 


30b 


for the 


radio and 


isa ne 


Ms. kes 


Blake 


|for WCBS, 
New York, wiil move over 


NBC 


w one 


} ing importance 


| press chief of 


when 


with Mutual 


4 





HOURS PER WEEK 
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Live Vs. Film—Network & Spot: 52 


tele 


the 


owned-and-operated 


director of publicity 
the CBS 


key 


vision stations. 


of the 


WOR and 
stations 


reflecting the increas- 
o-and-o’s in 


for radio, | 
has | 


the NBC scheme of things, 
Blake will report directly to 
Ted Cott. 

No replacement has been set for 
Blake at WCBS, and none 
ably will be forthcoming 
next week, when George Crandall, | 
|CBS director of press 
‘returns from vacation. Blake 
been in the WCBS spot 
lover a year, having moved over as | 


WOR-TYV, 
merged 


to NBC 
July 20 as coordinator of publicity 


prob- 
until | 


with net Jooking for an alternate | 


Sponsor Program will air at 9:30, 
giving the net a lineup consisting 
of Walter Winchell at 9 for Ben- 
rus, “Orchid Award” at 9:15 for 
Viceroy, followed by Jessel. 

BB Pen, however, wants in on 
the Jessel banquet  table-variety 
session, and network is likewise 
‘looking for a co-sponsor for that. 
Should web pact a co-sponsor tor 


BB’s 15 minutes, the pen outfit 
would ‘forego the Sunday night 


stanza, which presumably would be 
| dropped. 


Waterloo, ‘Ind.—Tri-State Tele- 
vision, an Ohio corporation, ex- 
pects to begin regular video serv- 
ice over WIN-T, Waterloo, on Oct. 
] Station will be on Channel 15 
with power of 20 kilowatts and a 
| 500-foot antenna, broadcasting 
daily from 5 p.m. to midnight. 


| 


} 


Sponsor for Show Biz Gab 





' their shows-in-the-can from station 


| to station for a total of seven hours 


| and 30 minutes. In a typical week 
now, 40 hours of station time are 
| devoted to national spot film. 

| Large as it is, that national spot 
| film figure still doesn’t suggest the 
mushrooming scope of 
ness cgined. 
of the Katz Agency’s new Station 
Films, Inc., determined that “na- 
tional spot film’ meant a package 


|that was sponsored by one adver- | 


-$100,000,000 Pix Stake In TV 


Continued from page 1 





the busi- | 
Robert H. Salk, head | 


Wednesday, July 8, 1952 





$40,000,000 in shorts, serials and 
feature pictures, plus those live 
shows on the order of “Treasury 
Men In Action” which are partially 
on film. 

VaRIETY’s study disclosed that 
three of the webs, lead by ABC-TV, 
had increased their telepix pro- 
gramming phenomenally. The one 
exception was DuMont, whose pro- 


| gramming in telepix has decreased 


tiser on at least five TV stations. 


Thus, although Pacific Coast Borax, 
for example, sponsors “Death Val- 
ley Days” in 66 markets, that’s only 


to zero. Here’s how the webs 
| stacked up: 

Out of a total 28 hours, 45 min- 
utes of weekly program time. 
ABC-TV has 15 hours live 13 
hours, 45 minutes on film. 

Of a total weekly 68 hours, NBC- 


considered one-half hour national | 


film spot for the week examined. 


Similarly, shows 


like “Hollywood 


Offbeat” are bankrolled in a vast | 


| number of markets, but because no 


| one bankroller picks up the tab for | 


lit in at Jeast five markets, 
series is not tabulated. . 

The network tabulation, too, 1s 
restricted to strictly syndicated vid- 
film series. It doesn’t take in the 
l<ome $20,000,000 invested in com- 
mercials, the some $10,000,000 in 
lnewsreels and sports films, the 
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LIVE FILM FILM 


From June, 1952 to June, 1953, the amount of telepix on the networks increased by over 200°% 


and national spot film by almost 600‘. 


Charts above show how live vs. film programming compares 


for one week in each year. Total live programming for all webs for the 1953 week was 150 hours, 
10 minutes and the film time was 34 hours, five minutes. The national spot film time of 40 hours was 
arrived at by counting only film shows sponsored on at least five outlets by one bankreoller. 


that | 


TV has 55 hours, 40 minutes live, 
12 hours, 20 minutes on film. 

Of a total weekly 60 hours, CBS 
has 52 hours live, eight hours en 
film. 

Of 2712 hours at DuMont, none 


| was on film. 








The most significant conclusion 
that can be drawn from the study 
is that advertisers are now using 
more spot than network telepix 
almost six hours more per week 
That's so, of course, because of the 


greater flexibility of spot for a 
regional advertiser, plus the in- 
creasing tendency of blue-chip 


advertisers to seek residual rights 
from the subsequent-runs of their 
properties. Just a handful of the 
bankrollers producing and then 
leasing out their vidfilms later for 


national spot are P&G with its 
“Fireside Theatre” and “‘The Vis- 
itor’; Lever Bros. with its “Big 


Town”; R. J. Reynolds with “Fol- 
low That Man,” and Ballantine with 
“Foreign Intrigue.” 

Already, tradesters foresee the 
time when at least 75% of network 
programming will be on film, just 
as the majority of radio skein 
shows today are straight out of 
the can. 


TV Talk of Town’ 
Axed: Ditto Silbert 


Highly competitive late evening 
television situation in New York 
will slow down to a walk this sum- 
mer, with two of Gotham’s seven 
stations signing off after the news, 
at 11:15. WABC-TV, ABC-TV's 
Gotham key, is cancelling its “Talk 
of the Town” effective July 10, 
while DuMont’s flagship, WABD, 
is dropping deejay Bill Silbert 
July 17. 

Axing of “Talk” was the first of- 
ficial aet of John Mitchell, who as- 
sumed his new post last week as 
v.p. in charge of the now autono- 
mous WABC-TV in New York, hav- 
ing cleared up his affairs as head 
of the WBKB, Chicago operation. 
Station had originally intended to 
keep the revised format, starring 
Henny Youngman and Alan Dale, 
on a sustaining basis after Knick- 
erbocker Beer bows out July 25, 
but Mitchell nixed the project. 

Dropping of the Silbert stanza 
had been expected since the exit 
from DuMont of Dick Jones a 
month ago as g.m. of WABD and 
manager of the three DuMont 
o-and-o's. Jones brought Silbert 
in with him from Detroit when he 
joined the DuMont operation. Sil- 
bert continues with his WMGM 
radio disk show, while Nancy Reed, 
program’s vocalist, recently got an 





assignment on WOR-TV’'s “TV 
Dinner Date.” 
Late night lineup now has 


WNBT scheduled as the only live 
programming entry, with Knicker- 
bocker moving over for three-night 
sponsorship of the Steve Allen 
show, which starts in Jate July. 
Remaining four stations will go it 
with film, WOR-TV having dropped 
its “Inside Times Square” in favor 
of film a couple of weeks ago. 


More DuM Appointments 


DuMont last week followed up its 
personnel realignment in program- 
ming with three new appointments. 
Jay Merkle moves up to post of 
production facilities manager, re- 
placing A. L. Hollander, who be- 
came program operations chief. 
John Seidler becomes assistant pro- 
duction facilities manager, and 
Louis Arnold becomes assistant 
business manager of the program 
department. 

Shifts were caused by transfer 
of assistant programming director 
Leslie G. Arries, Jr., to Washing- 
ton as manager of WTTG. 
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*for details and availabilities 
on our stars and shows 
call or wire New York, Chicago, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Atlanta or Dallas 
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The queen of them all...as mistress of ceremonies and 
often leading lady of Crown Theatre with Gloria Swanson. 
Arid joining her, many of Hollywood’s finest players 
—among them, Charles Winninger, Claude Dauphin, 
George Brent, Donald Woods. Twenty-six half-hours 
of top-flight drama produced especially for television. 
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Television’s Pied Piper—with a successful format and 
an established popularity from his daytime show —in 
a new film series, Avt Linkletter and the Kids. When Art 
meets kids (the general idea of these 39 quarter-hours) 
adults follow him by the millions. Questions and antics 
that are unrehearsed, uninhibited ... and uproarious. 
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ALSO AVAILABLE: 


The Gene Autry Show 
Files of Jeffrey Jones 
Hollywood on the Line 
The Range Rider 
Strange Adventure 

Annie Oakley 

Holiday in Paris 

World’s Immortal Operas 
Cases of Eddie Drake 





Show gathered m 
more than half 
half-hours, 13 9; 
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Broadcasting’s longest-running hit (today leading all 
other network shows in its radio version). During its 
run on the CBS Television Network, The Amos ’n’ Andy 
nore than 16,000,000 viewers a week... 
1¢ total viewing audience! Fifty-two 
ae m never before shown on television. 
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ADIO'S ‘COME ON IN’ WITH IDEAS 


| DRIP RANIS | AMS CAN Caesar- Liebman (et al.) Theatre TY Co. 





Probe ‘Nuisance’ Applicants 


The FCC is reportedly ready to crack down on phony applicants 
for TV stations who have no intention of setting up video shop | 
but manage to make a lot of trouble—and deals—before withdraw- | 
ing their applications. | 

Several such cases, it’s known, have cropped up in various parts 
of the country, causing no end of trouble and litigation for bona- | 
fide TV applicants who suddenly find so-called dummy companies 
moving into the picture with bids for available channels. Subse- 
quently they drop out of the picture, but not before they've 
succeeded in making some kind of a deal with the legitimate appli- 

cant before withdrawing. 


Len Erickson Into ‘Voice’ Job With 
No Set Policy, Given Free Action 








“IT have no set policy—I'm eoming + 

into the job with a man-on-the- | R . 
| mag adio Creates, Too i 

street’s viewpoint, Leonard F. | C te i iuly 7 
: ease a Ty | ollywood, July 7 
Erickson, director of the radio rV | CBS Radio program dept. 
department of McCann-Erickso 1 has set its first effort since the 
agency, said of his new appoint-| establishment of its “creative 
ment as director of the State Dept.’s| division emg | (Hank) Gar- 

, : 97 | son, pacted by the network to 
Voice of America,.effective July 27. | bg * a 
v . |} create ideas for radio, has 

Erickson, once ‘general sales | brought forth a situation 
manager of CBS, said “it came out} comedy titled “Big Joe Small)” 


of a blue sky” a few weeks ago, | concerning the private life of 





when Dr. Robert L. Johnson, chief a private eye. 

of the International Information | __t s planne d as a fall entry. 
Administration, whom he- hadn't SNS 
known before, asked him to take | 


e | 
charge of the international broad- 10 f V d 
%, of Video 


| 
“IT was | | 


casting service. FBI clearance 
usually takes a minimum of two| 
weeks, said Erickson, but 


cleared in a record four days. 
remains to be seen whether 
Johnson’s sudden resignation 


Dr. 
this | 


‘| Station Owners 


week due to “poor health” will af- | 
fect Erickson’s status. 6 AM | t t 
Erickson said he had given up | ans ii eres 


his stock ownership, directorship | 
and pension plan in McCann-Erick- | 
son, the agency which the 56-year- 
cold veepee joined in 1949. He said 
his new post would mean a great 
personal financial sacrifice, since 
the salary it offers will be $13,000 
a year. 

Although Dr. Johnson announced 
that Erickson was being recruited 
“to reorganize the entire radio ef- 
fort” of the overseas information 
program, Erickson would only say 
“j have been promised reasonable 
freedom of action” in policy-set- 
ting. He said he preferred not to 
talk about the current ‘book-burn- 


~ 


July 7 
diversification 


Washington, 
Pattern = of 


ownership of tele stations is chang- 


of 


ing with post-freeze authorizations 
according to an analysis prepared 
|}today by the FCC. Study shows 
that of the 374 commercial permits 
granted in the last year approxi- 
mately 70‘ were to companies 
without radio interests. This corn- 
pares with only 7.4% of owners of | 
the 108 pre-freeze stations which 
had no radio interests. Analysis | 
also shows that 28 of the new sta- 
tions are owned by radio broad- | 


ing” issue, because “I'll be kept) casters in the same cities in which | 
busy enough making sure the they are starting TV. Another | 


microphone is free.” | 3.57 are owned by operators with 


Erickson left for a 10-day vaca- radio stations in other localities, 
tion “somewhere in the woods” last another 10°) by companies with | 
Friday (3), where he hopes to read majority or minority interests in | 
up background data on the func- outside radio stations or tele au- 
tions of the Voice. thorizations. 


As head of the Voice, Erickson 
will succeed Alfred H. Morton, a 
radio exec, who will remain tempo- 
rarily as consultant to the IIA of- 


fice. Morton was involved in an 
incident growing out of a State Ex-president Harry S. Truman’s 
Dept. order last February, forbid-| appearance on NBC-TV’s “Today” 


show last week was all part of a 
carefully planned coup stageman- 
aged by the program’s feature edi- 
tor, Tom Naud. 

“Today” staffers are particularly | 
proud of the feat, because they 
claim it puts these two feathers in | 
their cap 

(1) It was the first time Truman 
has appeared on a commercially 


ding use in U. S. propaganda broad- 
casts of material written by Com- 
munists. Morton indicated disagree- | 
ment with the order, was suspend 
ed, but later was reprimanded and 


reinstated. 
‘sponsored show since he became 


Radio-TV Commie»: 


Pp he R | (2) It made its celebrated chim- 
rove to hesume 


panzee, J. Fred Muggs, the only 
monkey who has made headlines 

Washington, July 7. 
Congressional investigation of 


by being scolded by the subjects | 
of a queen, Elizabeth II, and who 
endeared himself to a former Pres- 
Communist infiltration into radio-' jqent by being mistaken for a 
television reopens next month 0Nn | «papy.” 
the Coast with hearings scheduled| Naud says he conceived the idea 
for Frisco, probably on Aug. 3. 
Sessions primarily will be to check 
red domination in educational and 





of wangling Truman onto “Today” 
last Monday (29), after reading 
press coverage of the former Pres- 


trade union fields, but there will jdent’s early-morning N. Y. walks. 
be “some concentration” in radio, fy phoned up Matt Connolly, Tru- 
television and other entertainment man's secretary, and asked: 
fields. “Would Mr. Truman mind walking 
It's also rumored the committee down 49th St. on his next morn- 
will begin its long promised scruti- ing’s jaunt?” 
ny of “clerical comrades.” House “Not at all,” said Connolly. 
Committee was on the Coast in At 6 a.m. Wednesday (1), Naud 
March, with hearings at Los An- took up“his vigil in the Waldorf 
Zeles. At that time about 20 show Towers of the Waldorf-Astoria 
biz personalities were held over Hotel along with 20 autograph- 
at conclusion of sessions. It's un- seeking youngsters and a covey of 
derstood virtually all have been rather slecpy-looking reporters. At | 


notified to be in Frisco. ; precisely 7 a.m., Truman descend- 


jin 


j}and Ralph Edwards 
| Life.” 


|; while 


| CBS-Radio 


NOW BE ‘DARING 


Now that 
fat cats of 


they’re no longer the | 
broadcasting, the facto- 
tums of network radic program- |} 
ming are competing in setting up 
the “Welcome, Stranger gns for 
every packager who might conceiv 
ably have a new low-cost idea for 
an AM stanza, no matter how un 
orthodox, seemingly screwball, o1 
shattering of hoary tabus the brain 
wave appearseto be. 

Radio's new era of experiment 
dabbling in order to draw atten- 
tion of shy bankrollers is reflected | 
summer replacement programs 
or those being mulled for the fall 
Their emphasis on more fluid 
flexible formats and on shows that 
reflect true-life fact experiences 
in the manner of the trails blazed 
on TV by Jack Webb's “Dragnet” 
“This Is Your 
The tendency to embrace 
“safe” cornball program idea, 
keeping the package with a 
“daring” idea cooling its heels 


Sl 


1S 


a 


in | 


| the reception room, is now definite 
| ly passe. 


“Our 
gone 


experimentation rate has 
up,” says Norman Frank, 
program supervisol 
been so receptive to 
fresh ideas. Any guy who has what 
he thinks is an unusual package to 
offer, he just has to phone, and I'd 
set up an appointment with him | 
within two days.” 


‘You Can’t Stand Still’ 


“We've never 


“In today’s radio market, you 
can't stand still,” says John Cleary 
| NBC-Radio program manager. “Out 
door is really wide open now for 
new ideas Any packager is en 
sured an appointment within the 
week he calls.” 

Typical of the flexibility in for 
mats now sanctioned is NBC's two 
hour Saturday night summer stan 
za, “New Talent USA which 
Cleary recently initiated. The pro 
gram, carried by 100 stations, calls 
for 52 stations to participate in a 


local talent hunt 
four stations play 
against one another's discoveries, 
and each show is bankrolled by 
local advertisers. 
Another fluid format 


Every Saturday, 
off their talent 


is found in 


CBS’ “On a Sunday Afternoon,” 
the summer melange of music, 
news and baseball scores It be 


continues on until 
2: 30 p. m., when it is interrupted 
by “World Music Festival,’ and 
then picks up at 4:30 p. m. and con 
| tinues until 5:30 p.m. 

Many diverse stanzas are being 


tc ontinued on page 44) 


gins at l p. m., 


ed from his suite and began to‘ 
step out briskly on his regular 
“constitutional.” 

Naud introduced himself, and 
repeated, “Mr. President, sir, would 
you please stroll down 49th St.?” 


“Okay,” 
lighted.” 

Truman strode down Park Ave., 
chatting with his biographer, Wil- 
liam Hillman, who is now working 
on the former President's mem- 
oirs. Naud kept carefully behind 
the two, and, as he says, “I felt 
so nervous, I clumsily stepped on 


said Treuman, “De- 


Mr. Truman's heels.” 

With Naud gently steering, the 
pavement safarl turned west on 
49th St. until they reached the 


RCA Exhibition Hall, just west of 
Rockefeller Plaza. The usual crowd 
of about 150 clustered there, peer- 
ing through the plate-glass win- 
dow at Dave Garroway in action 
On the chance that Truman would 
follow through with the venture 
a portable microphone was already 
set up outside the window. 
Naud tapped Truman on 
arm and said, “Please stop a mo- 
ment, Mr. President, while we tak 
your picture.” An audio engineer 
than rushed out of Exhibition Hall 
and held up the mike to Truman 
Naud said, “Oh, no. J’m sure 
Mr. Truman wouldn't care for 
that.” 
“Why 
The 


the 


not?” said HST 


27-year-old Naud, marvel- 








Seen Upbeating Field, TNT Threat 





SHERWOOD’S INITIAL 


Dec 22 has been inked in for 
the premiere of the Robert fk 
Sherwood drama series on NBC 
I'\ The playwright, under con 
tract to NBC-TV for nine shows, 
| has already completed two—‘Back- 
bone of America,” which has com 
edy overtones, and “Trial of Pon- 
tius Pilate,” something in the na 
ture of a political parable. 

Which of the two, however, will 
first go before the TV cameras has 
yet to be determined The two 
Sherwood plays will share the 
Tuesday night 8 to 9 period with 
Miiton Berle and Bob Hope 


NBC Shoots for 


2-Hour Mon. Nite | 


In an effort to counter the for- 
|midable Monday night CBS-TV 
lineup (Godfrey, “Luey,” Red But 
tons), NBC-TV is making a deter 
mind bid for the U. S. Stee pon 
sored TV Theatre Guild hour-long 
production for slotting in the 8 te 
9 p.m. segment This would give 
NBC two hours of top-budgeted 
dramatic fare on Monday ince 
the Robert Montgomery-produced 

how 1 lotted in the 9:30 to 10:30 
stretch 

It all very iffy at thi tage 
howt nce U. S. Steel i till 
weighing adl network availabilitie 
and it poses even greater problem 
for NBC ince it would involve dis 
possession of the “Voice of Fire 
stone” from the 8:30 to 9 period 
on the alternate week when 
“Guild” is) on, Also to be re 


solved would be the disposition of 
the Speidel sponsorship of the 8 to 
8.30 time 

Monday NBC-TV 
the one 

entire 
sponsor 


at 9 on 
fopposiie “Lucy’) remains 
weak islind on the web's 
programming roster. Any 


night 


willing to buy the time and buck | 


the Lucille Ball-Desi Arnaz com- 
edy can practically name his own 
terms for a show 

Told 

ling at Truman's agility, asked him 
such conventional interview ques- 
tions as: how fast did he walk 
(20 pace per minute, infantry 
marching rate of World War I), 
and how did he like N. Y. fine’) 
Naud was just about to wind up 
with a “Thank you, Mr. President 

when Truman observed the pro- 
gram’s Koy Waldron holding 
Muggs in his arms. Waldron, one 
of the two owners of the chimp, 
was making an effort to keep the 
chimp in the background, lest the 
same dissidents who cried “bad 
taste” during “Today's” Corona 
tion insert might claim the show 
was now playing monkeyshines 
with Truman 


However, Truman, ad libbing on 


his own, pointed through the show 
window and asked, “What that 
fellow doing with that baby in 
there? 

Naud explained it was Mugg 
their prized = simjan Truman 
grinned, “I see he’s fast asleep 
But that’s the way a ‘baby hould 
be this time of the morning.” 
Naud thanked him for this neat 
curtain line, and Truman _ saun- 


tered off 

Elateid with their 
directors replayed a kine of the 
momentous interview on the show 
every half hour for the rest of the 
morning. As for Naud, he cen- 
cluded, “Mr. Truman nice 
about it all, I may well turn Dem- 
ocrat.” 


scoop, “Today 


was SO 


~~~ 


TV Drama Parlay 


, of 


Theatre television, completely 


| dormant for the: past six months, 
| may get a hypo with the entry of 
a new firm that poses a substan- 

threat to the supremacy of 


~<h 
lelevis 


Network 
firm 


Halpern’s Theatre 


the only 
field. New outfit, 
under wraps till now, has & 
of show biz personalities 
among them Sid Caesar 
}and Max Liebman, and also has 
signed an undisclosed number of 
football and other events for fall 
showing 


ion, up to now 


of stature in the 
kept 
number 


involved, 


Complete details of the program, 
ownership and management of the 
firm, Box Office Television, Inc., 
won't be disclosed until today 
(Wed,) at a press luncheon in New 
York, but it was learned that Mil- 
ton N. Mound, attorney for Lieb- 
man, Caesar and Max Liebman 
Productions, will be board ehair- 
man of firm, with Caesar as vice- 
president Liebman’s status could 
}not be determined Another prin- 
}cipal involved is Abram Chasins, 
| musical director of WQXR, N. Y., 
| who will be musical consultant and 
|} WITT hold a directorship 

Firm has not yet set any exhibi- 


(Continued on page 42) 


Friml's Personal 


On 250th RR Hour 


Rudolf Friml 
on and play 
composition 
Friml 
Lawrence & 
pecial 250th 
cast next Monday (13) 

This the 250th consecutive, un 
interrupted broadcast the Rail 
road Hour which tars Gordon 
MacRae kot The Friml Story 
MacKae will act as narrator and 
also play Friml as an adult, while 
Dorothy Warenskjold enacts” the 
role of Emina ‘Trentini, the tem- 
peramental opera star whose firing 
Victor Herbert gage Friml his 
chance to write “The Firefly.” 
Story also recounts Friml'’s child- 
hood in Prague, with Isabel Jewell 
enacting the role of his first piano 
teacher, Herbert Butterfield) play 


will appeal 
hi 
climax 
written by 
Robert EK. Lee a 
Railroad Hour broad 


in per 


one ot ne { 
of 1} ti 
Siors Jerome 


the 


ol 


ing the part of Anton Dvorak, with 
whom Friml studied at the Con- 
servatory of Music in Prague 

Currently the Railroad Hour i 
| presenting a series of 18 original 
| Lawrence & Lee musicals, several 
of which will be expanded into 
full-length Broadway show. A deal 
is currently pending with Harms to 
;}publish- the libretti for use in 
chools and little theatre group 
throughout the country Carmen 
Dragon, conductor on the show 
has written much of the original 
music, with lyrics by Lawrence & 
Lee 

Railroad Hour has been renewed 
for the fall season by Benton & 


3owles and will resume dramatiza- 
tions of famous operettas and mu- 
sical comedies on Oct. 1 

Frim! is one of a trio of 
posers whose works have 
presented most often on the “Kail 
road Hour” broadcasts. -The other 
two in the “Golden Circle” 
Victor Herbert and Sigmund 
berg 


come- 
been 


re 


Rom- 


NBC Execs in Farewell 


Shindig for John West 


NBC executive staff is tossing 
farewell shindig for veepee see 
West, head of the network's Coast 
operations, Friday night (10) at 
Deepdale Country Club on Long 
Island. 

West returns to the Coast afte: 
this Friday’s NBC board meeting 
to take up where he left off couple 


months back when he was brought 
east during period prexy Frank 


(White vacationed in Europe. 
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There’s no business like more business — 
especially lo prove the box-office vitality of net- 
work radio. And more business is what’s 


lighting up the sky over Mutual these nights. 


Coca-Cola. Bromo-Seltzer... Chesterfield, 
Camel... Lever Bros., General Mills... Kreisler, 
Carter, Murine, Mennen — names like these 

are now up in lights along this busy Rialto, 
moving here on advice of such audience-wise 
agents as D'Arcy, Lennen & Newell, Esty, 
Cunningham & Walsh, Tatham-Laird, Bates, 


SSCKB, Grey, BBDK&O, koote, Cone AK Belding. 


It takes a multiple Mister PLUS to provide the 
special advantages that keep all this business 
thriving under the Mutual marquee: 500-plus 
affiliates in 48 states... program realignment, 
winning the only gain in network listening, 
8-9 p.m?...long-run program strength, deliver- 
ing a five-year high in listening, 7:30 p.m*... 


mass economy, unmatched elsewhere. 


No wonder Mutual’s business is thriving, with 
a whopping, contra-industry gain in bookings 


for all 752. and still greater sales for’53 to date. 


Meanwhile, if more business is important 
to you, we have a special plus-combination 


that can put your name in lights like these. 


‘May we show you how it works? 


*NRI, Jan Apr, 52°53 (Period audience, M-F) t*N RT Jan Apr, 49°53 (Program audience, M-F) 


Mutua 


THE PLUS NETWORK FOR RADIO °53 
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HE INDEPENDENT MR. JEF- 
FERSON 

With William Prince, Henry Jones, | 
Rovin Humphrey, Jack Lester, | 
Don Julian, Art Peterson, Carl! 
Stohm, Ken Nordine, Joseph 
Gallicchio Orch 

Producer-director: Ben Park 

Writer: Morton Wishengrad 

Additional dialog: Robert Hartman 

30 Mins.;: Sun. (5), 1 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNBT, New York 
The National A.«o. of Educa-| 

tional Broadcasters, under a grant | 





from the Fund for Adult Educa- 
tion of the Ford Foundation, ha 
a creditable historical entry In 


“The Independent Mr. Jefferson.” 
This is the televersion of the much 
kudosed A Mer “The Jefferson 
Heritage.” and is being distributed 
to stations everywhere as a public 
service feature. In its New York 
kinescoped edition it was right on 


top of the July 4 weekend, serving 
to give impact to the theme revolv- 
ing around Jefferson's draft of the 
Declaration and following it 


through to adoption by the Coa-} 
tinental Congress. 
It has a renewed accent for 


Americans, as developed in the 
script by Morton Wishengrad, 
based on research by Dumas Ma-| 
lone, in the third President's stub- 


born. dedicated holdout for all the 
controversial clauses contained in 
he document, including -the one 
on slave-holding which, however, 
as the then “hot potato,” was de-| 
leted at the session in Philadel- 
phia. Jefferson, as a delegate to 
the Congress, obtains lodgings at 
the home of a sympathetic brick- 
laver and his wife armed only | 
with books by John Locke John | 
Milton and Sir Isaac Newton; his | 
violin, his writing box, and the| 
phrase, “my business is revellion.” 


In latter-day terms, Jefferson 
plaved with serious incisiveness by 
William Prince, would undoubted- 
ly be an appropriate subject for 
investigation by Sen. Joseph 
McCarthy. In his own day, he 
came under the scrutiny of neu- 
trals, patriots and Tories, was 
damned by Pennsylvania's Dicken- 
son, who never did affix his sig- 
nature to the Declaration, and 





fought for his ideals in a political 
climate not unlike Washington 
D.C., in the capital’s more kinetic 


moments Dickenson thought | 
much of the Jeffersonian draft was | 
treasonable, but treason or no,} 
Jefferson whipped it up in 17 days | 
in his quarters at Market and 7th | 
Sts 

Good support is turned in by! 
Henry Jones as Dickenson, Jack | 
Lester and Robin Humphrey as the | 
couple in whose home Jefferson | 
burns the midnight oil and re-} 
ceives colleagues, and a particular- 
lv fine, quiet performance by Don 
Julian as Jefferson's slave. An orig- 
inal score by Vladimir Selinsky is 
well interpreted by Joseph Gal- 
licchio, batoning the orch, and 
other good values are supplied by 
Curt Nations on the sets, Joan 
Evans’ costumes and Art Reade’s 
technical direction. Ben Park's 
production and reining bespeak 
little waste motion and the lensing 
is okay within the limited action 





orbit. Trau. 
DOORWAY TO DANGER 
With Stacy Harris, Raymond 


Bramley, others 
Director: Dick Schneider 
Writer: Robert Shaw 
30 Mins., Fri., 9 p.m. 
SIMONIZ, PALL MALL 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

(Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & 

Bayles) 

This is the third summer that 
“Doorway To Danger” has taken 
over for the vacationing “Big 
Story,” so the series has got the 





filler formula down pat. It does 
nothing more than spin a_ half-| 
hour adventure yarn in simple 


scripting and thesping terms mak- | 
ing no demands on viewer. Dialers | 
can either take it or leave it— | 
and if it’s taken it won't be too 
bothersome 

Opening show Friday (3) scripted 
by Robert Shaw (Martha Wilker- 
son and Harry Junkin will also 
pen tor the series) unfolded tale 
of Federal agent Doug Carter's | 
attempt to uncover the source of 
narcotics being smuggled in a hos- 
pital for the treatment of addicts. | 
Posing as a_ patient, the tight- 
lipped Fed, easily gets to the bot- 


tom of the junk hustling racket. | 


Drama was loaded with cliche dia- 
log but it moved fast and never 
became offensive. An okay fisti- 
cuff battle between the agent and 
one of the patients gave the stanza 
a nice lift. 
Thesping was routine. Stacy 
Harris, as the Fed, and John Ran- 
dolph, as his chief, sparked the 
rest of the players through credi- 


ble, if not exciting, performances. |a 


Dick Schneider's direction was 


average. | 


| ‘Wonderful 


| tolerated. 
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ee POO eoe ee? 
“Kovacs Unlimited,” the early-, All were delivered with typical| his conferenciering of “Toast of} 


morning ‘8 to 9) strip on WCBS- 


TV. N. Y., is perhaps the weirdest, | 
wackiest and wildest show on 
tele. 


At best it is a casually delivered 
impudent spoof and deadpan sa- 
tire on a number of things, most- 


ly in tele. The cluttered back- 
‘round of rious wallsigns pro- 
claiming .ondon,” “Cloudy,” 
|“Frown,” “Trenton,” and “Vote,” 
for instance, is a crude mockery 


of the orderly clutter on NBC-TV’s 


Today” program, which is the op- 
position 

At worst. Ernie Kovacs’ show 
elfstyled ‘shortest 60 minutes 
in TV—it just seems long,” is in- 
formal to the point of sloppiness, 


pushing freedom over the border to 
license 
Program caught on recent morn- 


ling was fairly typical of a Kovacs 


day. ; 

Kidding the preceding § show, 
“Time for Beany,” Kovacs opened 
l|with a few minutes of hand pup- 


pets in a short chat sequence be- 


fore the regulation opener of the 
ign “Kovacs’ Unlimited” and the 
identifying barrelhouse theme. 
There followed a series of gag 
signs, among which was a pic of a 
masked Milton Berle. Mask was 


removed to be replaced by a 
“Wanted” sign 

Major thread of the show was 
Kovacs talking aimlessly, joshing 
even the gags he was going to pull. 
In a regular weather feature, he 
opened a porthole and 
with a miniature figure held aloft 
by a balloon. Fact that Kovacs was 
going to puncture the balloon with 


his cigar was not only telegraphed 
but was made the running gag 
through the bit. Giving the ball- 
scores, Kovacs deadpanned sport- 


ing terms amusingly. 
Trademarks of the show are un- 


inhibited camerawork gnd_ sound 
effects. Through the program 
there was a succession of quick 
candid shots: the back of the di- 


rector’s head, someone walking in 
front of the camera, a Cameraman, 
a soundman, and chirper Edith 
Adams, the Eileen of the legiter 
Town,” combing her 
blond locks. Odd sound effects in- 
ciuded hysterical laughter, a_ bit 
of the Red Buttons “Ho-Ho Song,” 
and an infant crying. During the 
playing of Nat Cole’s recording 0 
“Tt Am In Love,” from “Can-Can,” 
a sequence of gag cartoons illus- 
trated the lyrics. 

Miss Adams, kiddingly called 
Evelyn McGregor through a good 
part of the show (ignoring the con- 
fusion of a casual tuner in), sang 
“Nice Work If You Can Get It” 
and “Make Believe” in an easy pol- 
ished style, with former song in- 
terrupted by Kovacs using a 
plumber’s plunger as a maestro’s 
baton. Effective vocal bit was ren- 
dered by Kovacs with “I’m Walk- 


ing Behind,’ backed by  off- 
camera Miss Adams, whose voice 
was filtered through an_ echo 


chamber. 

In the guest shot, a youngster, 
Beverly Jordan, brought along a 
boxful of frogs to plug the Cal- 
veras County, Calif., contest at An- 
gel’s Camp sponsored by the Lions 
Club. Kovacs made no attempt to 
hide his nausea, getting from 
Miss Jordan the confession “I 
don't like frogs either.” Bit wound 
up with a frog-jumping contest, 
with Kovacs and crew on their 
knees chasing the green hoppers, 
one of which took refuge under a 
camera. 

Fadeout had Kovacs drawling 
through his mustache “It’s good- 
bye time in the old corral, little 
varmints.” 

As is evident, the kid-everything 
program is one of extremes, and 
the reaction of viewers probably is 
about the same, either loving or 


|hating the calculated madness. It’s 


not a mild program to be merely 
Horn. 


Amalia, Portuguese canary, made 
her tele debut on Eddie Fisher's 
NBC-TV_ stanza last Wednesday 
(1) with a one-tune showcasing. 
Song, of course, was 
Portugal,” which she introed in 
the Portuguese bistros about five 
years before it broke through as 
a pop hit in the U. S. The Raul 
Ferrao tune was known as “Coim- 
bra” then and that’s the way she 
sang it. Jimmy Kennedy's Ameri- 
can lyric was discarded after the 
opening line in favor of her native 
tongue. Much of the song’s value 
was dissipated because of the lingo 
| barrier. Thrush, however, gave it 
warm and flavorsome reading 
that attested to her nitery impact. 

The Fisher songalog, set against 


Series’ tab is split between the |a pie studio motif, included oldies 


Simoniz Co. and Pall Mall ciggies. | 
The plugs were unobtrusive. 
Gros. 


“You Ought To Be In Pictures” 
and “It’s Magic” and his current 








chatted | 


“April in| 


Fisher gusto and sincerity. 

Don Ameche effervesced in and 
out of the quarter-hour in his role 
of emcee and barker. He handled 
'the plugs for Coke like he in- 
vented it, too. Gros. 


“Robert Montgomery’s Summer 
Theatre,” as judged by its first 
offering’ on NBC-TV last 
(6), is to be distinguished from its 
cool season series largely because it 
will have a summer stock of regu- 
lar thesps appear in the lead roles 
and by virtue of its lighter, souffle 
plots. The idea, initiated by Mont- 
gomery last summer, turned out 
to be an engaging one when Mont- 
gomery teed off with “The Half- 
Millionaire,’ a wispy comedy 
adapted by Irving Neiman from a 
story by Richard O’Hare. 

The contrived plot, about a Cas- 
par Milquetoastish clerk who dis- 
covers a $500,000 hoard on the 
| possession of a murdered man and 
gets involved with gangsters, the 
gendarmes and a femme fatale, was 
a relaxing piece of fluff in the 
Walter Mitty vein. Its most pleas- 
ant ingredient was the performing; 
the veteran actors in the lead 
seemed to be having a whale of a 
good time. Outstanding were 
Vaughn Taylor as the bewildered 
| clerk, an actor who-can still make 
a double-take gesture seem mighty 
funny; John Newland, as a board- 
inghouse hawkshaw, whose brassy 
| vocal inflections were good at 
| drawing yocks, and Elizabeth Mont- 
gomery, daughter of Robert Mon- 
gomery, a comely blonde whose 
acting skill keeps improving. Her- 
bert Bayard Swope, Jr., injected 


just the right amount of light farce | 


into the direction. 


Rask. 


| Sherman Billingsley’s CBS-TV 
| “Stork Chub” show was given the al 
fresco July 4 theme, with an ad lib 
| “family party” motif. With Edith 
| Gorman’s zingy song style and Flo- 
|rian ZaBach's expert violining for 
the professional interludes. Howard 
| Dietz and Arthur Schwartz were 
ithe special guesters plugging 
“Band Wagon,” their latest Metro 
filmusical. 

The Dietz & Schwartz songwrit- 
|ing combo (in addition to their 
| other talents) celebrated their 25th 
| anniversary as a team, and again 
| point up the new trend for song- 
| smiths, like authors and others who 
| want to attract quick public atten- 
| tion, going more and more on ra- 
| dio and TV shows. This has be- 
|}come a regular “route” for spot- 
| bookings. Schwartz, a couple of 
| mornings preceding, did a stand- 
out job on the Tex & Jinx show 
over WNBC. Like Dietz, who is a 
veepee of Loew’s, Inc., Schwartz 
is aiso distinguished as a producer, 
as president of the League of N. Y. 
Theatres, and as president of the 
Council for the Living Theatre. He 
had much to do with sparking the 
indie-produced Lester Cowan film, 
“From Main Street to Broadway,” 
as a celluloid pitch for the long- 
evity of legit. (The Council for 
the Living Theatre is a beneficiary 
from the film’s revenue). On the 
McCrarys’ show, he told a unique 
inside story on “I Guess I'll Have 
to Change My Plan.” As young- 
Ssters, the late Lorenz (Larry) 
Hart, later to become the famed 
collaborator with Richard Rodgers, 
and Schwartz were writing an 
amateur show while both were at 
a boy’s camp. Hart’s lyric was a 
rather innocuous (especially for 
the sophisticated Hart) burthen, “I 
Love to Lie Awake In Bed at 
Night.” And while they threw it 
away as an amateur effort, when 
Schwartz gave up his law books 
to hecome a_ professional tune- 
smith, the tune was sturdy enough 
to survive as “Change My Plan,” 
or “The Blue Pajama” song as it 
was also known when the number 
was first done in a London revue. 

Billingsley’s “family party” theme 
was having his staffers in their 
“Sunday clothes” as his guests in 
the TV-replica of the Cub Room, 
for one of his personal periodic par- 
ties. With most of the top class eat- 
| tries in Gotham closed at this time, 
because of the July 4long weekend 
| and general vacation hiatus, this 
| Was as timely an occasion, the 
| boniface observed, to stage a pri- 
| vate staff party as any. Inciden- 
| tally, while the “Stork Club” show 
enjoys an automatic goodwill build- 
erupper when under seasonal spon- 
sorship, it is obvious why Billings- 
ley wants to lock in that Saturday- 
at-7 slot uninterruptedly over the 
summer. It’s a terrific institutional 
although, paradoxically, the basic 
raison d'etre for the Stork’s appeal 
is one that is not predicated on at- 
tracting mass patronage. Abel. 


Victor Borge, for many years 
the exponent of the one-man con- 











|disk release “With These Hauds.”! cert, Virtually pulled that feat with 








Monday | 





the Town” in Ed Sullivan’s absence} 


Sunday (5). Borge carried the 
greater part of the show through 
his comedy and pianistics. He's 
accomplished at both, giving a vir- 
tuoso performance in either de- 
partment. 
demeanor 
and a zany 


his 


humor 


along with talent 


sense of 





Borge has a charming | 


that | 


enables him to contrast staid 88ing | 


with prattfalls. 


| Borge’s individual efforts in-| 
,clude his massacre of request | 
tunes, his rambling dissertations 


lon classic piano pieces and some 


} 
| 
| 
| 
} 


straight work. He accomplishes al] 
these in an applause winning man- 


at 


PLACE THE FACE 
With Jack Smith, 

guests 
Producer: Ed Baily 
Director: Joe Landis 
Writers: Phil Davis, Paul Edwards 
30 Mins., Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 
TONI 
NBC-TV, from Hollywood 

(Leo Burnett) 

Television’s growing penchant 
for catching people off guard and 
exposing some basic emotions be- 
fore the viewing public takes on 
new dimensions in “Place the 
Face,” which Toni has slotted in 
on NBC-TV in the place of the 
vacationing “‘T-Men in Action.” But 
whereas “This Is Your Life,” ; 
which 
has 


Jack Nary, 


comparison is 


inevitabie, 
managed to stay 


withir the 


| borders of good taste by a ge 


ner. He seems to be one of the 
more reliable performers on the 
video spectrum. 

The surrounding talent, unfor- 


tunately, 
pattern. Topper was Monica Lewis, 
long a vaude and cafe staple who 
has lately been working in films. 
Miss Lewis was handicapped by 
her major selection which seemed 
a prolix and pointless piece of ma- 
terial on the type gal her guy 
would like her to be. Miss Lewis’ 
ability at song elevated 
ticular tune far above its inherent 
merits. 

Another act that went awry is 
skating juggler Larry Thompson, 
who makes a nice appearance and 
who apparently knows how to oper- 
ate on wheels, but whose juggling 
patterns are too elementary to be 
taken as extraordinary accomplish- 
ments. One factor that militated 
against him is his musical back- 
ground. It sounded like adlib stuff 
that rarely jellied with his actions. 

Renald & Rudy performed their 


was of a_hit-and-miss | 


summary of a person’s past, “Place 


the Face” on its preem 
to go off into shockers, and 
results made for uncomfort 


viewing. 

Idea of the program is to con- 
front a guest with someone who 
has played a role in the guest's 
past, and to have her identify the 
person within a given time span, 
First guest, a Coast restaurateur, 
was confronted’ by a_ reformed 


|criminal who had once held up a 


bar of hers. Initial reaction, one 


lof cringing fear and fascination, 


this par-| 


| 


| 
} 


| 


| 
| 


| 


hand-to-handing skillfully. They | 


% bati Pic h 
|made some fine acrobatic orma- | acked 


tions. Nip Nelson also did well 
with his impressions. 
material wasn’t too 


Much of his 
sharp, how- 


| ever, 
Borge introduced Miss Universe | were that it is well-intentioned 





contestants. Unfortunately, 
viewer wasn’t given a good look 
at any of them. It was a fleeting 
glimpse as they paraded by and in 
some instances the face was never 
seen. A shocking waste of all that 
pulchritude. Jose. 


Jackie Gleason farewelled th 
season on the night of the “Fourth” 
with a show of less than fireworks 
stature though encasing some good 
moments. Switch format had his 
CBS-TV talent and staff in a vaude- 
ville workout as a departure from 
their usual functions. This proved 
largely that his mainstays are Art 
Carney and Audrey Meadows, who 
can do virtually anything that’s 
scripted, and that some of the 16 
June Taylor Dancers possess tal- 
ents apart from their topnotch en- 
semble terping. 

As a sort of overture to the va- 
riety deal, maestro Ray Bloch 
came forth with a glee club ser- 
enade gently mocking Gleason. 
Then Carney aced with a “char- 
acter” tap and shuffle garbed as 
Ed Norton of The Honeymooners, 
socking over with both the hoof- 
ing and covering gab. Pint-sized 
Jerry Bergman, roled as Reggie 
Van Gleason’s uncle, did a bit 
with fake Swiss bells and xylo that 
was pure nothing. The layout re- 
covered via Lynn Joelson and Tay- 
lor Girls (7) in a song and dance 
called “The Gleason Glide” (“Away 
We Go,” etc.), cleffed by Benny 
Davis. It could become a standard 
on the show. 

There was another sag, how: 
ever, in the “June Taylor Boys” 
(consisting, said Gleason, of pro- 
gram’s behind the scenes person- 
nel) garbed in ballet skirts and 
attempting a» precision that at 
least broke up the studio aud. In 
the next slot, Natalie Schilling, 
one of the chorines, handled “You 
Made Me Love You.” She’s a 
looker anyway. The Jack Lescou- 
lie “trio” included Carney, Bobby 
Hackett and pianist Bloch in a jam 
session, followed by a very good 
Harris, Hess & Joyce (Taylor 
Dancers) in a tap stanza taking off 
on the buck and wingers. ‘ 

Carney & (Zamah) Cunningham, 
latter usually enacting Mrs. Van 
Gleason, were amusing in a fal- 
setto duet, and Gleason at this 
point did his first formal routine, 
as a strawhat and canester, sup- 
ported by the “Taylor Sisters” in 
song and softshve. Miss Meadows 
closed the vaude proper with the 
w.k. bang via her production mo- 
tivated “Dance With Me” that dis- 
played her physical and vocal 
charms. For finale, entire troupe 


the | 


| 


| 


| 
| 





,| whereabouts 18 months 


| 


|ing her guess his 





wasn’t pretty to behold, although 
she recovered quickly enough 
Last guest was another 
an ex-vaudeville and nitery pe: 
former, and the face she was to 
identify was that of her son, whom 
she hadn’t seen in 30 years. Mak- 
identity was a 
little cruel, and closeup by the 
cameras of the almost agonized 
embrace between the pair of them 
was absolutely in bad taste. People 
normally encountering such a 
scene in public would turn their 
backs on it in the name of simple 
decency—there’s no reason why it 
should be shown on television. And 
mother, incidentally, when 
to say something, first asked 
if they were still on camera, then 
shied off. 
However 
show 


Woman 


well-intentioned the 
might be—and_ indications 


it’s got no place on the public 
airwaves as presently constituted. 
Purpose of bringing on the former 
robber was for him to give a mes- 
sage to the effect that crime 
doesn’t pay. And bringing the 
mother and son together was a 
nice gesture—he had traced her 
ago, but 
had not been able to see her until 
then. Tipoff to Toni’s intentions 
was Jack Smith’s parting words— 
“hope you enjoyed the show.” 
Sights were hardly something to 
enjoy. ‘ 

Program got off its only light 
touches when Zsa Zsa Gabor was 
confronted with a Los Angeles 
traffic cop who had given a sum- 
mons for a bad left turn six months 
ago. She finally remembered hinr, 
and when reminded of the viola- 
tion, tossed off an airy “Oh, I do 
that all the time.” Use of this 
type of situation, one with inher- 
ent humor rather than that of 
shock, would make the show far 
more acceptable. 

Singer Jack Smith makes an ac- 
ceptable emcee and Jack Nary an 
okay assistant. All-around produc- 
tion values were good. Chan. 





THE SUMMER THEATRE 

(Always A Bridesmaid) 

With Audrey Long, Don DeFore, 
Hillary Brooke, Bruce Payne, 
Clara Blandick, Luther Crockett 

Writer: Muriel Roy Bolton 

Director: Frank Woodruff 

30 Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m. 

LAMBERT CO. 

ABC, from N. Y. (on film). 

(Lambert & Feasley) 

This summer series of filmed 
plays, which is filling in for the 
vacationing “Ozzie & Harriet” 
show, bowed inauspiciously last 
Friday (3) with a comedy effort 
which had few laughs and less 
logic. While the production values 
were solid, the show foundered on 
a script that reached way out to 
left field for its punchlines. It was 
too lightweight even for a hot 
weather show. 

The yarn for the opening play 
revolved around the attempt of 
Audrey Long to trap Don DeFore 
into marrying her. DeFore, a caters 
er for society weddings, is commis- 
sioned to handle Miss Long’s mar- 
riage ceremony to soine mythical 
character. When the latter, of 
course, fails to turn up at the 
church, DeFore gallantly pinchhits 
for him despite his avowed cons 
tempt for the marriage institution. 
Performances were in the 4apPp- 
proved smart-alecky vein for this 
type of comedy. 

The Lambert Co., manufacturers 


of Listerine and other drug prod- 


plied the terp route and Gleason| ucts, is bankrolling this series on 


sang a_ special 
“dandy crew.” 


tribute to his} I 
Before the vaud-/| mercial jingles were nervejangling 


an alternate week basis. The com- 


ery, a couple of femme officials; but the claims for the toothpaste 
representing the Dance Educators | were modest: ‘‘No other toothpaste 
of America handed an award to can do more for your aad et 


June Taylor. Trau. 
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NAME THAT TUNE? 
with Red Benson, Ted Rapf Orch, 
others 

producer: Harry Salter 

Director: Perry Lafferty 

30 Mins.; Mon. 8 p.m. 

AVCO, SPEIDEL 

NBC-TV, from New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 

(SSC&B) 


Harry Salter, a vet at musical 
quizzes, having _ been associated 
with “Stop the Music,” has come 
up with another idea that should 
ultimately cauSe some excitement 
en the video spectrum. “Name 
That Tune” is another musical 
with little relation in format 


qu 


to his former effort. Salter has 
put in enough visual gimmicks 
with this show to make it fairly 


sood lightweight musical fodder. 


initial show indicated that 
there are still some roughspots to 
be oned out before smooth opera- 
tion results. There must be some 


added angles to create a 
variety of picture and there should 
be some greater variations so that 
competition isn’t limited to two 
persons However, the elements 
of a good show are there. 
Operation calls for two contest- 
ants to run for a bell hung'‘in the 


a 


studio when the name of a tune | ° 1; 
: | audience hear ig 2 Sipcong 
‘; recognized. Winner of several | 2UClence heard, yet whose face re 


rounds is given the opportunity of 
naming a medley of songs with 
each correct answer doubling the 
nount of coin to be taken away. 
Under these circumstances, show 
cannot build to a major climax, 
only to several minor highpoints 
depending upon the number of 
couples that can be quizzed in a 
half-hour, However, Salter, a vet 
at this type of showbusiness will 
probably correct the deficiencies. 

Show is sponsored alternately by 
Crosley and Speidel. Red Benson 
“is an exuberant quizmaster and 


a 


| 1ST PERSON 


(Cafe Society) 
With Rod Steiger, James Wester- 


field, Frank Overton, Oliver 
Ander 


Producer: Fred Coe 

Associate Producer: Bob Costello 
Director: Arthur Penn 

Writer: Robert Alan Aurthur 





wider | 


'a man 


30 Mins.; Fri., 8:3 m, 
GULF OIL CORP. : 
NBC-TV, from N.Y, 

(Young & Rubicam) 

The notion of using the TV cam- 
era itself as the chief performer on 
a television show is not new. It was 
innovated a few years ago on Du- 
Mont’s “The Plainclothesmm@n,” one 
of TV’s more primitive whodunits 
But “The Plainclothesman” em- 
ployed the device as a freak 
gimmick to arrest attention, as 
some of the new 3-D films are 
doing with their special effects 
The camera then seemingly smoked 
cigars, ate pie, got kissed. 

In “Ist Person,” however, the 
summer series which preemed on 
NBC-TV last Friday (3), the cam- 
era was used in a fresh way that 
Opens up fresh horizons to tele- 
vision drama. It was used, literally, 
as the first-person singular, both 
narrating and participating in the 
story unfolded. But the voice the 


mained unseen, became more than 
fulfilling his special role. 
One also gained an insight into his 
spoken thoughts, and thus into the 
subtler dimensions of his character, 


|as though the audience were read- 


does his chores well. The Ted Rapf | 


orch dishes 

Mills doesn’t get too much chance 

to show her ability at vocalizing. 
Jose. 


ATOM SQUAD 

With Bob Courtleigh, Bob 
ings, Bram Nossen, others 

Producer: Roland Tooke 

Director: Joe Behar 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC-TY, from Philly 


Hast- 


out the music. Vicki | 


ing a literate novel. 

A fusion of skilled talents was 
obviously needed to make this 
complex device come off, and Gulf 
Oil Corp., the sponsor, was wise in 


| teeing off with a script by Robert 
| Alan Aurthur, Rod Steiger as the 


voice portraying the camera char- 


acter, producer Fred Coe and 
director Arthur Penn. 

The plot of the drama itself, 
“Cafe Society,” was almost ele- 


; mental in its simplicity. Steiger, a 
cynical, hardbitten bum, has found 
companionship in a desert cafe 
with its gentle owner, James Wes- 
terfield. A roving  fruitpicker, 
Frank Overton, and his motherless 


boy, Oliver Ander, both insecure 
and poverty-stricken, spend the 
|night at the cafe. The story is 


| merely a depiction of how Steiger’s 


| seeming 


“Atom Squad” may not mush- 
room into a top cross-the-board 
entry, but it’s an okay bet to hold 
its own with most adventure 
serials. Patterned along routine | 
cliff-hanger lines, program should 
satisfy vouthful science fiction 
fans Dialog is accentuated with | 


scientific terminology, while 
oratory equipment is 
strong visual play. Initialer, Mon- 
day (6). 
probably hit audiences with a nor- 
mal quota of action and intrigue. 


lab- | 
also given | 


indicated that series would | 


Serial pivots around the exploits | 


of the “Atom Squad,” security org 
located in N. Y., and its top sleuth. 


guard the country’s atomic secrets. 
Opening program set the ground- 
work for a yarn revolving around 
the robbery of a valuable radio- 
active element from various atomic 
plants by a power-crazed scientist. 

Acting on the part of those on 
the side of law and order 
good, but the villains of the piece 


were stereotyped. Jess. 

LIVING FASHIONS 

With Maggi Byrne, Mary Lou 
Lazor 


Producer-writer: Maggi Byrne 
Director: Joe Tanski 

30 Mins.: Mon.-thru-Fri. 12:30 p.m. 
Participation 

WNBK, Cleveland. 

For the fashion-conscious house- 
Wile this half-hour display of tele- 
Vision provides intelligent view- 
ing. 

Highlighting practical and inex- 
pensive fashions for women, the 


show also incorporates a host of 
practical suggestions, ranging 
from furniture to interviews on 


Bood living. 

Strong point of the session is its 
moderator, Maggi Byrne, who han- 
dies the many subjects with the 


callousness changes into 
compassion, and how he gives up 
his errant dreams to join the other 
two men in operating a garage. 


Except for a couple of spots 
where the dialog given him was 
overstraining for a poetic effect, 


Steiger made the camera character 
seem a real person, with his slangy 
cries of “Shut your everlasting fat 
and lousy mouth.” Of those per- 
formers seen, in stark closeups, 
Westerfield was particularly realis- 
ttc, and young Ander merits praise 
for depicting the insecure little boy 
without ever seeming either maud- 
lin or bratishly precocious. 

Penn directed with imagination, 


| never making the camera seem to 
Primary purpose of the org is to} 


intrude on the action for cheap 
effect. At one point, he gained a 
stream-of-consciousness effect by 
setting the image out of focus, but 


| THE GOLDBERGS 


| With Gertrude Berg, 


} 


Robert H. 
Harris, Eli Mintz, Arlene Mce- 
Quade, others 
Writer: Mrs. Berg 
Director: Martin Magner 
30 Mins., Fri., 8 p.m. 
RCA VICTOR 
NBC-TY, N. Y. 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


It was good to have the Gold- 





bergs back on TV last Friday night 


(3), Advent might have been a 
little smoother and the session a 
little less frenzied or pat, = 


overall impression was one of nos 
talgic flavor, color and appeal 
Gertrude Berg calmly and_ ef- 
ficiently kept control of things; 
the family and neighbors wert 
through their motions under her 
watchful eye, and results were 
above-par entertainment wise 
Who could ask for anything more 

Situation revolved 
Fourth of July block 
held in the Bronx 
of the Goldbergs 
Berg), of course, was 
Jake, her husband, was trying to 
run out on it, preferring a more 
peaceful weekend at Pincus Pines 
Problem of keeping him put (in 
the Bronx) constituted one of the 
airer’s humorous situations; keep- 
ing the block party going on even 
keel made for another 

The scene 
phone long 
Pines foi a reservation whilk 
Molly denounced him for his self- 
ishness and a neighbor shouted at 
him for his brusqueness, was very 
amusing. But another telephone 
bit, with Jake trying to soothe an 
outraged Bronx mother, whose 
child had been spurned, while two 
other women yapped at him simul- 
taneously, was hilarious 

Auditions for entertainment 
the party; Molly’s denunciation 
of her neighbors for selfish mo- 
tives on the Fourth, and her flag- 
waving speech, were somewhat 
corny, but in general keeping with 


, 


around a 
party being 
neighborhood 
Molly (Mrs 
running it; 


tried to 
Pincus 


where Jake 
distance to 


for 


the tenor of the program Show 
flowed: smoothly, with an un- 
|usually large cast of extras for 


neighbors, proceedings being obvi 
ously guided by expert directorial 
hands Action, movement, pace 
and timing were’ upper-drawe! 
Too bad that the show. started 
strangely, with a short scene from 
some whodunit out of nowhere, 
and then Mrs. Berg coming on to 
thank a Dennis Somebody for 


'some unheard intro 


Familiar characters, like’ Eli 
Mintz (Uncle David) and Arlene 
McQuade (Rosalie), were thet 
reliable selves Robert H. Harris 
segued into his new role of Jake 
quite ably, being properly tract 
lable, gruff and capable 

First RCA Victor commercial 


| 
| = 


this seemed germane to what the | 


author was trying to achieve, as 
were the simple sets designed with 


| teiling effect by Otis Riggs. 


was | 


Other dramas in this series will 
represent the camera as a man, 
woman, animal or neutral “thing.” 
(The next one will star Wally Cox.) 
If the others maintain the 
ards set by “Cafe Society,” then 
“Ist Person” should carve a niche 
for itself. Rask. 


stand- | 


LUCILLE RIVERS SEWING CEN- | 


Producer: Emanuel H. Demby 
Director: Ray Abel 
30 Mins.: Thurs., 1 p.m. 
PFAFF SEWING MACHINE CO. 
WABC-TV, N.Y. 

(Williams) 

A onetime WPIX entry, “The 
Lucille Rivers Sewing Center” is 
now being televised over WABC- 
TV. It’s a good show for the haus- 
fraus in that they're given helpful 
tips and instruction on the creative 
use of needle and thread. Con- 


| ducting the half-hour stanza is Lu- 


| caught 


air of a professional who knows 
her field. Calm, in control of the 
Stanza, she uses a minimum of 
le and conducts her interviews | 
hn explanations with grace and | 
_ lanza opens with a model—in 
u case Mary Lou Lazor—mov- 
ir 5 tirough an enlarged page-one 
a ne prop. The garment worn 
e model furnishes one of the 
, iis of the program. In 
Cle: knit products made in 
faa Y 


1d. Not only did the Fall 
_ provide a look-see into 
®t tomorrow, but the stanza 


re] 
f 


\ ty 


rned into an educational 

5 nN to acquaint Clevelanders 
wome-town products that 
. ‘e national fame. Mrs. Byrne. 
, -- modeled one item, a stoll 
; ' a¢vantage. In her “edi- 
‘ ‘ » day” she went into an 
mm Of synthetic Here 


Cx 


ntinued on page 46) 


, these 


cille Rivers who runs a 
dressmaking shop in N.Y. On show 
last week Miss’ Rivers 
gave the viewing audience helpful 
hints on how to work with lace in 
the making of dresses and other as- 


sorted garments. A number of sug- | 


gestions, were brought into play by 
Miss Rivers during program’s run- 
ning time. However, for further 
information on the subject, view- 
ers were asked to send in for a 


cuffo booklet on “How to Sew On| 


Lace.” written by her. 

In addition to gabbing, Miss Riv- 
ers also did some stitching, utiliz- 
ing sponsor’s product, the Pfaff 
sewing machine. While giving 
sewing demonstrations she 


threw in some heavy plugs for 


Pfaff. Adding to the visual aspects 
of the TVer was Miss Rivers’ use 
of a model. displaying the finished 
result ‘a’lace dress) of what could 


lresult from her instruction. Jess. 


ithe program's impact 


| stage to capture 
custom 


coming right after the opening 
snafu, seemed somewhat overlong, 
but otherwise agreeable to take 
Bron 


SUMMER POPS CONCERT 

With Herman Herz, conductor; 
Thomas L. Thomas, guest; Bob 
Nelson, commentator 


Producer: E. V. Brinckerhoff 
30 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 p.m. 
BROWN’S DAIRY PRODUCTS 
WDSU-TV, New Orleans 


TV ‘Glamour Girl’ ‘Bennetts’ Tee Off 
-NBC $3,000,000 ‘Operations Daytime’ 





| ‘Operations 


Aside from the original novelty | 
‘of seeing a pops concert orchestra 


of 52 musicians on_ television, 
there's actually no place for such 
fare as a weekly program, unless 
novelties or other extra-curricular 
effects that do not go with a nor- 
mal al fresco concert presentation 
are introduced. Such an airer done 
straight and with similarity can be 
very dull. 
Televising a 
work, whether 


musical 
pop or 


crew. at 


technical problems in holding au- 
diénce interest via shifting camera 
angles to give the illusion of move- 
ment. In this case, paradoxically, 
was maxi- 
mum when the videocasters were 
ignoring the rules and confining 
their shots to the center of the 
Maestro Herman 
Herz at work or the soloist Thomas 
L. Thomas in action. When the 
lenses roamed over Beauregard 
Square it was the usual gamut of 
such presentations, from full or- 
chestra (at close range’ to various 
sections and solo players, to the 
tableholders, and back = again 
through the routine. These chang- 


ing camera views at times dis- 
tracted from attention to the mu- 
sic, rather than aiding in it. 

Bob Nelson did a top drawer 


job of listing and briefly comment- 


ing on the music. He also inter- 
viewed the star briefly. Music 
played was refreshing. Thomas 


was in fine voice, especially when 
doing Gershwin's “I Got Plenty Of 
Nothin’” and “Through The 
Years.” Highlight of orchestral se- 


lections during telecast was Mor- 
ton Gould's arrangement of “‘Yan- 
kee Doodle” and Ferde Grofe’s 
i“On The Trail.” Liuz. ! 


| to print 


longhair, | 
usually presents a flock of difficult | 


By GEORGE ROSEN 

Here are the first two contribu- 
tions of NBC-TV's “Operations 
Daytime” designed to restore 
peace among the video web's far- 
flung affiliate family and_ to 
achieve some semblance of compe- 
tition with the more sponsor-happs 


daytime entries on CBS Che 
first is a Cinderella - motifed 
“Glamour Girl” presentation. The 


other is a five-a-week soaper called 


“The Bennetts.” A flock of 
others are promised for the im 
mediate future, now that NBC 
RCA board chairman David Sat 
noff has backed his official bless 
ing and “spare no expense” edict 
with a $3,000,000 daytime T\ 
budget 


the 


Raps 


Granted that need to plug 
the daytime was urgent in 
the face of the mounting squawks 


GLAMOUR GIRL 

With Harry Babbitt, audience par- 
ticipants 

Executive Producer: Jack McCoy 

Producer: Don Ross 

Director: Bill Bennington 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 10:30 a.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from Hollywood 


from affiliates crying for program 
relief. The fact remains that, per- 
haps as a desperate measure to get 
Daytime” moving 
along, more haste than ingenuity 
or judicious selection was exercised 
on the initial brace of 
the affiliale stations brought forth 
mountains of protests, the NBC 
TV program boys have responded 
with a couple of items more closely 
approximately molehills in terms of 


vesting the web's daytime = strue- 
ture wth some. stature 

If more than ordinary. signifi 
cance attaches to Monday's (6) 


brace of morning 
justified on the 


premieres, it's 
two-fold premise 





that (1) with the exception of the 
more daring (and now profitable) 
excursion into the early-morning 
“Today” show, it no secret that 
ART IS EASY 
With Raphael Sabatini 
Directors: Art Stober, Lew Klein 
20 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 11:10 a.m. 
WFIL-TV, Philade!phia 

New summer session in slot o¢ 
cupied by “University of the Air” 
utilizes the same lineup as winter 
educational seri Under overail 
supervision of Dr. Roy K. Mar 
shall, educational head of WEIL, 
stations, and John T. Roberts, of 
Temple University’s TV division, 
program is” directly under the 
aegis of Raphael Sabatini Show 


is aimed at latent desire in people 


of all ages to express themselves 
in graphic arts and should have 
Sunday painters blooming — pro- 
fusely. Idea is a good onp, since 
many a haustrau fancies herself 
as an artist in the studio, rather 
than in the kitchen 


Each week is devoted to a differ- 
ent medium, from pencil drawing 
making; from painting to 
sculpture and casting. Sabatini, a 
painter and sculptor of nationally 
recognized ability, has experience 
as a teacher of Fine Arts tat Tem- 
ple) and exhibits an amiable TV 
personality. But he can hardly 
explore much more than the ele- 
mentary principles in the 100 min- 
utes a week allotted to each 
medium, and seems harassed with 
one eye on the drawing and his 
other (mentally) on the stopwatch. 

Using student’s ranging in 
from 8 to 17 to simulate classroom 
atmosphere (against a background 
reproduction of the Stella Elkins 
Tyler School) the professor has 
each budding artist choose a sub- 


| ject and then draw in various tech- 


niques—pen, pencil and charcoal. 
While much can be learned work- 
ing with a group, in the 20 min- 
utes allotted daily more could be 
learned from Sabatini himself. The 
group talent displayed, however, 
will make the viewer fee! that art 
is easier for him 
Sabatini drummed 
the importance of 
showed how to 
Also good was the idea advanced 
that any object makes a fitting 
subject—from a tin can to an old 
pair of shoes—destroying the vase 
and bitter-eweet notions of the 
novice. Zehind the “Art Is Easy” 
program is the conviction of Roger 
W. Clipp. general manager of the 
WFIL stations, that television will 
do for the fine arts what radio did 


into students 
drawing and 
achieve solidit: 


for good music A slight differ- 
ence is that while radio aimed for 
listeners not composers, “Art I 

creator not 


Easy” is trying tor 
lookers Pro ! 
bonanza for art sut'pts 


should be a 
sponsol 


Gay! 


entries If | 


ae | 


NBC has missed the boat on day- 


time TV, both in terms of success- 


ful programming and_= sponsor- 
wise, with the major competition, 
CBS, enjoying a veritable bonanza 
in the morning-afternoon sweep- 
stakes; (2) Sarnoff'’s recent assur- 
ance to the affiliates to “go back 
home, we'll take care of every- 
thing” will obviously have to be 
matched by performance. On the 
daytime program front, NBC-TV 


is on probation; it must deliver. 
Monday's two premieres don't tell 
the whole = story Certainly the 
imbitious planning for the pro- 
jected “Home” show designed as a 
magazine of the air’ and a noon- 
time counterpart of “Today” in 
concept, would seem to have more 
promising overtones, at least sug- 


gesting a daring, 
programming 


bold approach to 


on the latte 
of lacking such initiative 
“Glamour Girl” and the “Ben- 
netts" serial disappoints, tor here 
are the worked over formulae ot 
an earlier day in radio. Not that, 
in terms of the hausfrau, they 
arent digestible as TV fare. 
They'll probably even rate spon- 
sorship soon, which will probably 
help assuage the affiliate stations, 
But the major regret stems from 
the possibility that the NBC-T\ 
program mahouts have put such a 
ceiling on the vistas they encom- 
pass in their daytime TV thinking 

“Glamour Girl,” filmed in Uolly- 
wood on new 35m “quick kine,” 
uses the inevitable ‘before and at- 


ls precisely score 


that 


THE BENNETTS 

With Kay Westfall, Jim 
Viola Berwick, Beverly 
Jack Lester, Sam Siegel 

Writer: Bill Barrett 

Producer: Ben Park 

Director: John Hinsey 

15 Mins.: Mon.-thru-Fri., 11:15 a.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from Chicago 


Andelin, 
Younger, 


ter” with 


technique, four con- 
testants telling emcee Harry Bab- 
bitt why they want to be yglamor- 
ous Winner is selected by audi- 


ence applause and will receive 24 


hour beauty treatment an new 
wardrobe and a holiday trip to a 
destination such as Hawait More 
than $4,000 worth of gift are 
Piven away daily Strictly out of 
the “Queen for a Day” book, with 
variation 

In the case of “Glamour Girl” 


it would appear that the more fas- 
cinating aspects of the show lie in 
what transpires behind the camera 
rather than in front In place of 


the pedestrian and certainly unin- 
spired verbiage between emcee 
Jabbitt and the assorted con- 
testants, a look-see into the bur- 


dens imposed on Mary Webb Davis 
as fashion consultant for the pro 
gram in putting the winners 
through their newly-glamorized 
state (‘selection — ol wardrobes 


proper coiffure, intensive tutoring, 


ete) would probably make for 
more compelling viewing. 

Any fair evaluation of “The Ben- 
nett slotted back-to-back with 


another Chi origination, “Hawkins 
Falls” Gatter sandwiched between 
“Glamour” and “Bennetts"’), must, 
of course, await additional TV ex- 
posure It has some qualitative 
production credits in it favor, 
uch as Ben Park as producer and 
Bill sSurrett as writer Cast 
performs with a sureness, seeming 
well versed in TV = soaper tech- 
niques But this saga of a young 
lawyer and his family in a small 
midwest city has the unmistakable 
pattern long familiar to daytime 
viewers and listeners. What dis- 
tinctiveness and merit it eventu- 
ally possesses will depend largely 
on the writer. 


WEATHER GIRL 
With Janet Tyler 
Producer: Miss Tyler 
Director: Al Johnston 


5 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:55 p.m. 
Participating 
WABD, N. Y. 

This five-minute cross-t board 
entry 1 a combination weather 
report and commercia!. On Thurs- 
day and Friday the product pitch 
is for Coca-Cola Janet Tyler 
dispenses the weather info affably 
Gal appears on the iow dressed 
in accordance with the weather 
In addition to Mi Tyle vocal 
account of the wecther, reports re- 
lating to temperature, hum 
etc., are posted on a scoreboard 

Plug for Coca-Cola on 

caught Thursday (‘2 i ) 
Besit pushing the product Via 
gab an oversize trad: bottle 
was prominent on the set Show 
lis adequate as a fille Jess. 
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NBC's coverage tops all other ne 


The television network which ean deliver the me 
the widest coverage is mo; 


NBC is that network. Day a 


! ee 


larger number of stations, 
: 


‘ } 
In aemant 


] ; “4 
la nignt 


oii 


covering Mol 


poral 


. 





NIGHTTIME 
AVERAGE NUMBER OF STATIONS 


COVERAGE U. S. TV HOMES 


DAYTIME 
AVERAGE NUMBER OF STATIONS 


COVERAGE U.S. TV HOMES 





NBC 
54 
86.2% 


NBC 
51 


37.3% 


NETWORK 


42 


75.1% 


2 


ol . Py ‘ . 5 . 
st markets and, therefore, 


ers today. 


NETWORK 3 


3] 


66.1% 


NETWORK 3 
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NETWORK 4 


















Compared to the No. 2 network, NBC’s average program reaches 12 more 


at night and 8 more markets during the day. It covers 11.1‘. more of the total 


television market at night; 6.8% more by day. 


Superiority of coverage is just one reason w 


7 7 eee 
Next week... further prootl, 


NBC’s Audience Advantage is to Your Advantage... Use It. 
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hy NBC is America’s No. 1 network. 


Market! 
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Both the Radio and Television industry 


are always seeking advance news about lo- 





cal and national spot sales, networks, avail- 
abilities, results and dig deeply for facts 
and figures to remove the mystery of 


**—the unknown quantity.” 


With the new horizons opening in TY; 
the new problems developing in Radio; the 
new trends, new sales promotion angles, 
advertising, merchandising, talent, produc- 
tion, direction, writing, ete.,—*X” is a 


bigger problem now than ever before. 


VARIETY, as always, brings to you 


ADVANCE INFORMATION about the up- 





coming who, what and where of Radio and 


Television ... in fact all of Show Business. 


Having at hand information of this tvpe 
works commercially; you can better design 
policy, methods, advertising, merchandis- 


ing with ADVANCE INFORMATION show- 





ing the trends of your business. 


The advance-advertising and promotion 
this particular issue has had in the Radio 
and Television industry makes it the ideal 


medium for your sales story, 


It's a must for the buyer... it's a must 


for the seller. 











em 


... is the unknown quantity 


The editorial and statistical features of 


VARIETY’s 
Sth ANNUAL RADIO and TELEVISION 
REVIEW and PREVIEW 


are specifically designed to aid you in 
doing away with “X”... the unknown 


quantity. 








EDITORIAL FEATURES 


in the Forthcoming 


8th ANNUAL RADIO and TV 
REVIEW and PREVIEW 


Will Include 
SPECIAL ARTICLES 
by 
TOP EXECUTIVES 


from 


ADVERTISING AGENCIES 
RADIO 
TELEVISION 
NETWORKS 
TV FILM PRODUCERS 








Send your advertising copy to any of the offices. 





TET 


NEW YORK 36 CHICAGO 11 HOLLYWOOD 28 
154 West 46th St. 612 No. Michigan Ave. 6311 Yueea St. 
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elevision Chatter 


! Carl Tubbs, Cliff Brown and Herb’ 
Cuniff named as TV 
ABC with Don Ruston advanced to 
station ‘e ] 
Oil Co. bankrolling Julian Beniley 


directors 


al 


floor manager Shell 


6 to 6:15 p.m. newscasts on WBBM 





New York 


Fabian into cast of NBC-TV's “The 


cross the 
' off on 


board . Fran Allison 
three-week European 


SO- | 


Hearst, City of Milwaukee Come 


To Grips in Battle for TV Station 











Goldbergs” as Mrs. Bloom. journ . . . NBCites Frances Hor- , = ; 

Joseph Wershba, CBS foereign Ted Lewis wil! interrupt a 40- wich of “Ding Dong School, Washington, July ¢ have been granted had not the 
correspondent with Edward R. week national and Canadian tour — pi jae) ig ed _ public gee “ase een oe Radio, Commission stopped processing ap- 
Murrow’s “See It Now.” off to Eu- to guest on “Toast of the Town D : H + a i _ C * meget nm , and the city ot Milwaukee for plications in the fall of 1948. When 
7 : : ; July 19, flying in from Windsor, on Herbert to be gue st ecturers channel 10 is now entering a cru-)| the freeze was lifted last year, a 
rope Friday (3) on the America Ont., for the show and returning 4tU. of Detroit's Summer TV In- cial stage as the result of FCC’s new allocation plan was adopted 

Selma Halpern, who does the the following day. stitute this month. denial last week of Hearst's most! which set aside every third unas- 
commercials on “Goodyear Tele- — — ee recent petition to have the educa signed VHF channel for education. 
vision Playhouse.” into cast of Hollywood San Francisco tional I annel given commercial It so happened that channel 10 
“John Loves Mary” at the Clinton Jerry Fairbanks to N. Y. on biz FCC dismissed a protest an tatus. Heat is been putting up| was reserved 
Conn.) Playhouse this week nd thence to Bavaria Virginia issued pet t for Salinas Bro 1 stubborn fi nat for the channel What ikes the channel so im- 
George Foley to Coast on a new, Hewitt signed with Mel Shauer| casting Corp. and Monterey Radio W!th the aid of such powertul al- | portant to Hearst is that its news- 
vidpix series and distribution deal | agency, Mary Webb Davis set! Television Co. to operate joi Cs Sen. Joseph MeCarthy of paper rival in Milwaukee, the Mil- 
on his feature film, “Public Enemy as fashion co-ordinator for “Glam-| on Channel 8, Salinas John | Wisconsin, Gov. Walter K Of} waukee Journal, owns the = only 
No. 1.” locationed in N. Y. with! our Girl new NBC-TV cross-the-!| Poole « { to be operating} Wisconsin, and FCC Comr. Joh: VHF station (WTMJ) in the cits 
Zsa Zsa Gabor and Fernandel . boarde1 KHJ-TV announcer; Channel 46, Sacramento, by De-| C. Doerfer of Wisconsin Hearst anata the Milw ukee Sen- 
Ed Beloin sailed for South America| Bili Brundige nabbed role in UI's | cembe1 It's Your World” However. Gov. Kohler effort. | 4 nal The Jo oan precap - iM c ss 
to pick up material for his upcom- | “Crazylegs, All American Hal | moved KGO-TV airing (5) after! in which Comr. Doerfer played a! thy y Ma Se ot poset go 
ing vidpix series, “Pleasure | Belfer set as stage director for! a two nths hiatus Ray Bo-| hand prevent the Commission Mec rh rege le prea Merete 

p-! : + van ‘ - d . : : : beta : ni wt mission icCarthy went to bat for Hearst 
Cruise Ed Simmons and Connie Haines’ upcoming video hannan ited a “Tribune Funny | ¢rom acting on the city of Milwai : 
Norman Lear due in N. Y. shortly! show .. . Jack MeCoy to Gotham | Paper Parts ;) on KPIX. First of aes sa g | i ( : ( a - bv summoning two members of 
for huddles with MCA on new) on biz Gabrielle Upton signed its kind in the Bay Area Tele- pe application ApPe al . oO have; FCC to a star chamber proceeding 
scripting pact on Martin & Lewis to script telepix for “Letter to Vision set sales in San Francisco- backfired. Koehler, aaves putting | several months ago to make sure 
shows for Colgate which would al-} Loretta series starring Loretta, Oakland Bay Area total 654.085 through enabling state legislation’ no action would be. taken on the 
low them outside deals . Rik} Young . UTP prexy Gerald King KRON-TV preemed its “Music | ‘written by Doerfer), filed a com-| city's application 
Vollaerts and Maurice Richlin set in from N. Y.. Bobbe Valentine Showroom” (7) with vocalist Iris, Peting educational application for There’ inother commercial 
Phoenix as the location for film-| ankling KTTV's flackery Douglas. channel 10, only to find that the) yp channel in Milwaukee her 
ing of their pilot vidpic, “The ae Commission could not recognize it which seve l . ' 
eens ee ATicc ain’? " i ' ral applicants have filed 
cenkenie Griffin and. Sheila Chicago = he Meantime. educational | Leatst hasn't filed for it, believing 
James added to cast of the upcom Bob Chill now producing and Q O() (Hh) TV Set forces in \ ; rpms n ipa = ed hannel 10 should be granted his 
ing William Demarest vidpix series Louis Gomayitz directing W NBQ's | sVUV UL U " ‘ ieicdak leila. fen taal Sheensch Taw | COMpany without hearing 
for NBC-TV, “H. J. Mosby, Decent | “Bob & Kay Show” Sid Siegel every tineianiarindias “kaa Gea. Tie the Commission’s denial of the 
Citizen” Bob Kennedy hired 2nd Rita Loman commissioned by ‘ ; sialon empowering e State Ra-| pearst petition was voted over the 
as announcer for NBC-TV’s “Name | United TV Productions to write a dio Council to cooperate with the! dissent of chairman Rosel Hyde 
That Tune,” which preemed Mon- comedy review for Ravisloe Coun- Hh pu il PET] city of Milwaukee in pursuing its | Com, Doerfer did not participate 
day (6) at 8 p.m. WABD dee-,| ty Club WNBQ spotlighting application It's expected that the] on the question, nor did Com 
jav Bill Silbert will be featured in concert pianist Natalie Hinderas Was] 7 j . Council and the city will now join! Frieda Hennock who \ i ibsent 
a ‘Paramount film to be shot this with a one shot musical Julv 15 Vashington, July ¢ forces in pressing FCC for action from the city ; 
summer With Post Cereals sbi a roo aga band Heading for a 9,000,000 set ye Having denied Hearst petition 
having cancelled “Captain Video” | Dacke&round music , . . orton - TV manufacturing industry estab- the agency has nothing in the way 
on DuMont and eonductions reins ley still in st. Luke . Hospital With | lished a new record during the Of procedure to keep it from grant 3 Upped by WPIX 
on show transferred from Benton No Visitors allowed . . super) first five months of 1953 with a. ing the city’s application. The test Three staffers were upped to the 
& Bowles to DuMont, Olga Druce, Ss a ee 5 pase production of 3,309,757 receivers, | Should come soon post of assistant operations dsr 

‘ = . 5 »> chou ala ils urea ai 5 . " ’ : nian 
ie re oar oe ped — with harrister hushand George Aang Januar) — toe bette fo Pnmmety ag ig Peary ogy ts ag r at WPIX N.Y. Daily News 
vacation in two vears, during sernard , John Burns, formerly I as ian can i) ast year b hanne E ‘ ns s ie com el tation. The three are Alice 
which time the agency will ready | With ABC Sales, now in CBS-TV | more than 1.00! owen pany's next step will be in court) E. Cook, who will supervise plan 
her new assignments DuMont film sales dept Two lon f the weekly average of 150.000 it previously instituted proceed- | ning in the operations department, 
has set Frank Telford, who moved et he ‘Happy Pirates” back fo’ sets during the five-month period | 28S In the wrens tribunal) in an and Jack F. A. Flynn and Jolin 
over to the net from a production patnenets sed age ine get ste is maintained for the balance of effort upturn the Commission's Pillman who will jointly supervise 
berth at Young & Rubicam, as pro- ication A. a Se Piet al the year, an annual turnout of action and prevent the agency | control aspects of operations 
ducer of the serial, now on sustain- \ BBM-1 V engines Brie, atafl nearly 8.000.000 sets” is sured, | from assigning the ch innel until Mi Cook was formerly traffic 
ing basis. Clare “w..499 eee _* 3! Howeve production during the) the case 15 argued, Whether the) manager of the station: Flvnn 

aaa larence “Pat” Manion, author of last iarter (whict ¢ holi-| court will stay the Com ( f sien ; 

Art Baker, emcee of ABC-TV's| “Key to Peace,” Joel Bernstein, | @St quarter (which includes holt ay tne mmission | weekend manager and program ad- 
“You Asked for It.” in from the! national winner of American Le- day buying) is usually much high-, from acting on the educational ap- | ministrative assistant, while Till- 
Coast and hosting a press party | gion’s oratory award, and Norman er than during the first quarte plication remains to be seen man is a newscaster, chief an- 
Thursday (9) at the Rainbow Grill | Vincent Peale, subbing on Paul Sales in new markets resulting Hearst's claim to the channel | nouncer and night manager Ap- 

Bunny Lewbel set for a skit| Harvey’s news shows when the lat- from opening of new stations stems from its pre-freeze applica- | pointments follow by a week nam- 
with James Melton on “Voice of | ter vacations for three weeks start-| should offset the drop in output tion, which had become freed of | ing of Leavitt J. Pope to post of 
Firestone” Monday 12) Olga!ing July 21 Richard Victor, | during vacation months. competition and probably would’ operations manager 
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WLW is actually a regional radio network in itself... with 

1/10 of America under its paw! And capturing an average daily 
audience of more than 1,028,000 homes with a total annual 

buying power of more than $16,222,3800,000! 
In one dynamic operation, WLW reaches more people more often 
and more effectively than any other station or combination 
of stations in this vast midwestern region at lower cost per 
thousand than any other media or combination! 
WLW should be a dominant factor in your advertising program! 


uo. the nation’s statton 
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Today, no one anywhere has to be shown what a cigarette 
looks like—or how to smoke it, Lighting one is the first 
thing many people do in the morning. Putting one out 
is the last thing they do at night. 

Everywhere people are smoking more cigarettes than 
ever before. Some 3 trillion since the war, An expected 
400 billion this year. They have more choice than ever 
belore. Regular. King-Size. Tipped. Filtered. Flavored. 


And some 27 brands. 


That's Where Advertising Comes In 


For the people who sell cigarettes know that a brand is 


by and large a state of mind. And that advertising creates 
this state of mind...turns a product into a brand...and 
slips it in the customer's pocket. 

They know that a brand is no brand at all when it’s in 
a market advertising doesn’t reach. 

And they also know that as advertisers, they have less 
than 14 a pack (taxes, 8¢ plus) to win their share of 


the market. 


That’s Where Radio Comes In 


Of all media, radio alone exactly parallels the require- 
ments of the cigarette industry—and of any industry 
that wants to speak to everyone, often, economically, 
Like cigarettes, radios turn up everywhere — except 
in subways and the public library. Like smoking, listen- 


ing knows no boundaries — geographic, economic, or 


And just as people are buying more cigarettes than 
ever before, they re buying more radios than ever before. 
Some 100 million since the war. Another 14 million 
indicated for this year. And among some 50 makes, 
radio sets also offer more choice than ever before. Auto. 


Portable. Clock. Console. Combination. 


Naturally these radios command a lot of listening, in 
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all markets. Day and night, the average family listens 
some 20 hours a week. For radio, as they say, satisfies 


and... 


CBS Radio Satis fies Best 


On CBS Radio, advertisers find their biggest audiences 
—and a cost per thousand that’s 20 per cent lower than 
on any other network. Consequently, CBS Radio makes 
even smaller that “fraction of a cent’ which most rapid 
turnover, cumulative profit products can afford to spend 
on advertising. 

Perhaps that’s why all of the five major cigarette com- 
panies—American Tobacco, Liggett & Myers, Lorillard, 
Philip Morris, and R. J. Reynolds—are using CBS Radio 
in 1953. And why cigarette billings on CBS Radio are 


up 33 per cent over last year. 


For All Mass Products, Radio Is a Basic Medium 


Whether the product costs pennies or thousands. 
Whether it lasts for a week or a lifetime. For example, 
soap, now sponsoring 32 CBS Radio broadcasts every 
week. And drugs and cosmetics, sponsoring 55. Or 
household furnishings and appliances, today investing 


121 per cent more on CBS Radio than last year. Or 








automobiles, with two accounts new to CBS Radio this 
year alone. 

The dollar vote from advertisers of all kinds is run- 
ning 25 per cent stronger for the CBS Radio Network 


than for our nearest competitor. ; 

Whatever your product, if you’re looking for a low- 
budget way to maintain present market loyalties and to 
reach out to new customers...if your advertising 
requires frequency, and economy, and impact, strike up 


a match with radio. 


Where. 

there’s 

smoke 
there’s 
radio- 


and no 
radio 
matches 


“CBS RADIO 
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tor contracts but has been in con-, ple of oth 


stant touch with key circuits. While tried to break oe —— | ting special consideration to make | “phe agency screen tested six camels in California, before it select. 

programming plans discussed have | ple Cloned Circuit Theatre Lorcmmong awed eonagthens > 9 ‘the winner, Abha, a 15-year-old dromedary, born near Mecca. (yyy. 
: S S ave been rei showi » wi , i an’ 

been of a general nature, BOT will Television Co. which is still in cations which ; mercial, showing how_wind and dryness are main foes of man’s 


come up with a specific schedule of existence 


events today. Among these will be 


| Caesar-Liebman Theatre TV 


come up V 


~~ | FCC TO EXPEDITE 
| TV FOR VERMONT 


Washington, July 7. 
Poor old Vermont, the only state 
| without a TV authorization, is get- | 


Inside Stuff—Television 


Doherty, Clifford, Steers & Shenfield advertising agency, N. \ 
| using a talking Arabian camel with a French accent in its most re 
60-second filmed TV commercial. Pitch is not for Camel ciggi; 
its Vitalis account, on the CBS-TV “Arthur Murray Party.” 








er firms in the past have 


a channel. 
Because the only VHF channel 
in the state has been assigned to 


employs a dubbed-in voice for Abha, who may well compete 
“Today's” chimp, J. Fred Muggs, as TV’s newest animal celeb 





but has been unable to | 
vith anything in the way | 








of attractions. lier | 300) ich i . : , “ " 
an undisclosed number of college ~  “ Montpelier ‘pop. 8,600), which = General planning meeting for fall “Colgate Comedy Hour” ha: 
football games, contracted with in- number 604 in F( C Bg acgh “ott set for the Coast for either Aug. 10 or 17 by NBC-TV and  < 
‘ividuel echoals. with & Neg : line of cities without TV, the Com-| 4)) talent, writers and production toppers on the Sunday nig 
ee ee eee uspen e ites mission has granted petitions tO) wi); attend. 
conferences involved Understoos ‘ ‘ ; give priority to applicants in sched- Tops on the agenda are plans for Jimmy Durante, who switc!l 
: 1 } ) > y . . . ” 
the firm has pitched theatre tele To Carry Subversive uling hearings . | the now defunct Saturday night “All-Star Revue’. lineup 
‘or c ) mnar a” . t 4 » o + . 
vising of the Notre Dame game _ js Comm . aad departed trom I'S} Colgate roster in the fall. Producer Sam Fuller is handling 
a , processint order since otherwise ents for the leeting ; nd J ‘ We € NBC-TV’ & ast ve 
among others, but ABC-TV hold Fight to Membership “it might well be many months = rn tt : eet - ala — a ii 
— : ‘ *; nos 1e be 
rights to filmed versions of those Hollywood, July 7 if not years, until Vermout secures — 
for home consumption rhree AFTRA members, sus-| ?'S first TV authorization In what is probably record time for the program, DuMont’s 
While exhib execs are pessimis- pended for refusing testify before an 2% | Meets the Critics” has set James Michener’s “The Bridges at To! 
tic over b.o. potentialities of col-| the House Un-American Activities W bh Wi Bun sD M as its book for Thursday (9) night's broadcast, only a week aft 
lege football ft | Committee, will take their case to e C ine uys u short novel was published in Life and the same day Random fi 
ge r f *y > ‘ i 
: we vane © “ Cl the full n embership meeting on brought it out in book form. 
ae °F 4 ‘ y . , . ° , y . 
that NBC-TV will televise NCAA July 20. Libby Burke, Murray Wag Dotty Mack Cincy Show Program will have Michener and N. Y. Post columnist Max L« 
games for home consumption,! ner and Shimen Ruskin notified . os arguing the pros and Harold LaVine, political editor of Newsw: 
there is every indication that BOT the AFTRA board of its decision Cueing Flock of Shifts handling the con, while Virgilia Peterson moderates. There's a rm 
would have a variety of prc to appear at the meeting. 5 “| for the speed in which the novel was picked, however—Life, fo: 
ave i ‘ > ) Pram | ’ ’ , . , A » 
: PSOE es Repped by an attorney to win Welch’s Wine last week bought | it was specially written, distributed galley proofs to the press a « 
ming to offer the theatremen. ,, nstatement. if unsuccessful. the | DuMont’s Cincinnati origination, | of weeks ago. 
Presence of Chasins indicated that trio till appeal to the national The Dotty Mack Shov and the —_—_—— 
firm will go after top musical AFTRA convention openin here | web will switch the program from Old newsmen’'s adage of “never take anything for grant 
events omething which tl { J its Sunday 10:30 p.m. time into! never borne out more realistically than last week, when NB¢ 
TV } ie yore the Tuesday at 9 slot. Monroe} ington staffer, David Brinkley, managed to score an exclu 
sas — ented since TN1 Greenthal agency set the 41l-week | pictures of the Russian Embassy interior in Washington, Films 
Se eee ee | ans Atl ntic Briefin , pact on “Camel News Caravan” last Tuesday (30), were the first of 
men” last Decembe1 r a g | Sale and time switch has caused | embassy since the cold war began 
Mum on Details S NBC R di S ° a wholesale reshuffling of Du- srinkley got the films by the simplest expedient possible he 
The fact that Liel et as a 10 ' eries Mont’s_ program schedule, with the | asked permission, following a hunch that in view of the eas 
i¢ ac i » c anc ‘ ser > > 
" jebman and ne . : Chicago-originated The Music} Russian propaganda, it might be granted. It was, and the Ru 
Caesar are in the corporate pic VBC Radio will canara = _ Show” moving from 9 io 8:30 on| allowed Brinkley and cameramen Brad Kress and Irving Heitzne: 
ture hints that they too would be ee ae aka Pek ie \ fr Tuesdays. “Music Show” move the building, once owned by George Pullman, 
day, July , when i icks 0 ‘ae titeat Wane Caneroae ” AD : 
involved in the production. of pro-| . Trans-Atlantie Briefing.” compris- pushes “Meet You ongress, the 
aemn tor tHmeien coneuinn aa . 7 iad : 7 “e live network version of Blair 
ams fatre consumption. | ing a series Of informal shortwave | yoody’s film package, into the S 1406 WCMI B S K Di kJ k 
When asked what type of role they | reports from NBC correspondents Wednesday at ‘ 3() eet and also awyer’ S uy ammy aye IS oc ey 
would play in the operatio — ) . ‘anital No! ¢ ReSsGay at 9:0 Spot, é é #3 
peration,,; in major European capitals. No) §1)s5 in the time vacated by the de- | Cincinnati, uly 7. Sh \) t ABC R di 
oe gal who will preside over to-| taping or rebroadcast will be in- parting Martha Rountree-Lawrence Purchase by Charles Sawyer, for- } ow vel On adlo 
days press conference,~ said he)! volved, with reports coming in| cp; , oD 6 ” | Se C ? f 7 
Spivak package, “The Big Issue.” | Mer Secretary of omerce, of 70% ; 7 . i Be 
couldn't disclose that. Liebman,}| direct during the 3:30-4 p. m. “theve "Wan I?” moves ‘trom 190 | of WCMI AM and FM. _0sstations. Bandleader Sammy Kaye i 
egg vacationing on the ( oast, period, |Tuesdays to 9:30 to replace the Ashland, Ky., from J. Lindsey | ducting a 15-minute, four-a-wee: 
Hs a Heetone 6 _himself to Bill Sprague will moderate the | hiatusing ‘ Wisdom of the Ages.” Nunn and Gilmore Nunn, both of | disk jockey and guest inter J 
role ig rnige se os salty seiner» show in New York, with fellowjng | Other shifts include “Guide Right” Lexington, for a reported $140,000 | show on the ABC radio net 
ruled hims png = er — : NBC newsmen reporting: Romney | from Thursday at 8 to Friday at | 4nd subject to FCC approval, was | to-back with the web’s new “Th: 
G limself out. But with Caesar! wheeler, from London; Jack Be- 30 | disclosed over the weekend. City Byline.” Deal was set 
in, Liebman ld babl : 8:30. met : a : . . 
an would probably play | gon, from Rome; Frank Bourg-|  — ee ee | Sawyer, a Ciney attorney and in-| last week for Kaye to fill in 
some kind of role 5 . ss : ‘ | : 
wae? holtzer, from Paris and Bob Mce- Providence—Providence School dustrialist, said he also would ask 8:15-8:30 p.m. segment, Tue 
Theatre TV field has been pretty | Cormick, from Frankfurt. Joseph Department has jumped on_ the | Permission to operate a TV station | through Friday. 
much a closed corporation, with| O. Meyers, manager of NBC's cen-| WJAR-TV bandwagon. scheduling |i" the Ashland area. He owns| Program which kicked off yes! 
Halpern’s TNT the only active out-| tral news desk in N. Y., is coor-|a 10-week summer series of edu-| WING, Dayton; WIZE, Springfield,| day (Tues.), is called “Sa 
fit with recognized stature Cou- | dinating the show cational television program and WCOL, Columbus, O. Kaye’s Serenade Room.” 
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6000 Square Feet of Modern Offices, Rehearsal Space, Fabulous Screening Room, 


WALT FRAMER PROUCTIONS 


STEP AHEAD! 


FRAMER PRODUCTIONS 


‘America’s Leading INDEPENDENT TV Producer” 
Steps Ahead With NEW FACILITIES! 


Completely Air Conditioned! 


gr rPRe?eet 2 


AHEAD...in NEW IDEAS (as always!) 
The Only Producer Who Gives You the Four Ps 
Packaging ... Production ... Publicity... Promotion 


IF THE SHOW'S THE THING... Then Call on 


“America’s Leading Independent TV Producer” 


1150 AVENUE of the AMERICAS 
New York 36, N. Y. 
OXFORD 7-3322 
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760 ke Honolulu, Hawaii, the First Radio Voice 


of the rich Island Market of 500,000 people who have an 
Effective Buying Income of $569,000,000 annually 
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reporting battlefront news 
diplomatically corrected by J. 
Mullaney, managing editor of 
Cleveland News. 

A spokesman for the U. S. State 
Department was recruited to pac- 
ify and English quizzer who was 
puzzied about the official U. S. at- 
titude toward Red China, and why 
we wouldn’t recognize it srig 
Gen. Hershey, director of Selective 
Service, discussed all the intrica- 
cies of our army draft act as well 
i number of American in 
military 


service. Another question 
regarding the functions of the Vet 
eran Administration was thor 


oughly but briefly answered by 
Jack King of the V-A chapter in 
Cleveland 

Directed 
Wellman with 


efficiently by John 
engineering by 
Dave LaMoreaux, series has good 
production values and Karl Bates 
a very able announcer. Pullen. 
SECOND GENERATION 
With Lee Stewart, narrator 
Producer-Writer: Fran Heyser 
15 Mins., Mon.-Fri. 1:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
K‘IBC-KFRM, Kansas City 

Quarter-hour series of story ses 
sion and organ music is a summe! 
replacement for the wintertime 
“School of the Air’ on KMBC and 
affiliate KFRM. Format has soft- 
spoken Lee Stewart of announcing 
staff telling story-reminiscenses in 
leisurely tempo about a_ set. of 
characters and circumstances circa 
post World War I, spelled by inter- 
ludes of organ music by P. Hans 
Plath, studio organist 

Program is the product of Fran 
Heyser, producer of a number of 
the ‘station's shows, and is a semi- 
sequel to his former summer series 
“Remember When?” That series 
centered around a 
character, Mother, her family and 
friends. The current series picks 
up Mother and her friends of the 
younger” generation, seeing 


was; through 


quasi-fictitious | 


her 


}the re 








episodes in which are 
woven bits of nostalgia, morality 
and horse sense, 

It's a slice of reminiscing with- 
out the souped up dramatists and 
cliff-hangings of the soap operas, a 
lighter and less pressurized pro- 
gram segment sandwiched in among 
the afternoon tear-jerkers which 
station carries from CBS. Fan mail 
indicates “Second Generation” hii: 


the more mature listener right 
where she likes to listen and has it 
peg on the weekly schedules firmly 
nailed down Quin, 


TENTH INNING 
With Jack Graney, Al Hoegler 
15 Mins.: after baseball games 
WHITE MOTOR CO, 
WERE, Cleveland 

This 15-minute post-game round- 
up is a natural for Jack Graney 
ind Al Hoegler who are followiny 
the Cleveland Indians as part of 
‘ular broadcasting crew 
Graney does’ the play-by-play; 
Hoegler the statistics. 

In their 
two review 


post-game _ session, the 
scores of all games and 
the highlights of the Cleveland 
Indian pame just played. There 
a bit of editorial comment and 
some general observations that 
carry a common sense approach 
Graney frequently reaches’ back 
to his days a a ball player to lend 
added color to his notations. Hoeg- 
ler, whose statistics are as current 
as the minute, is able to keep ma- 
terial fresh and adequate. Com- 
mercials have a tendency to be a 
bit too long. Mark. 
Dallas “Shindig Stars” full 
hour show each afternoon = has 
made its bow on WFAA. Series 
will feature such stars of the ‘‘Sat- 
urday Night Shindig”’ cast as Bobby 
Williamson and his group, Sonny 
James and his,band, and Bob Shel- 


' Pepsi Sets Arlene Dahl 
For ABC-TV Drama Series 


Pepsi-Cola, via the Music Corp. 




















From the Production Centres 


Continued from page 24 











of America, has set Arlene Dahl | Jack Dooley, WGAR night news editor, got renewal of Second Federa| 


as hostess and conferencier of its 
upcoming dramatic series on ABC- 
TV. Firm, through the Biow 
agency, his signed MCA’s Revue 
Productions to film the half-hour 


series, which will consist of un- 
connected dramas starring such 


names as Dane Clark 
Show is set to air on Fridays at 
8:30. starting in October. Peps! 
houcht the time to follow “Ozzie 
& Harriet” on the web, and at the 
me time to slot a dra 
n against opposing comea 
sions on at the same time. Produc- 
will be budgeted at $25,000 
ekly, it’s reported. 


; ; 


itic StanZa 
; 


seS- 


tions 
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paces under the Weaver “full speed 


ahead” dictum. 
RCA, in line with the applica- 
nled before thes FCC two 


tion 
\ ks ago for immediate adoption 
ot tive RCA NBC com 

tem, has scheduled a 
vinposium in New York on 


yatible color 


sign ane production of its tri-color 
tube. 

Dr. C. B. Jolliffe, v.p.-technical 
director ot RCA, in announcing the 
ymposium, said meeting 


essing and design developments in 
|} manufacture of the tube, in line 
with R¢ 


facturers. Latest advancement has 
been worked on developing a tri- 
color tube with a glass envelope, 


which is among new features to be | 


symposium. All 
been invited. 


displayed at the 
|RCA licensees have 





ton and his Sunshine Boys. 
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technicak | 
July 
15 to reveal latest advances in de- | 


would, 


disclose te the industry new proc: | 


‘’s promise to make such | 
information available to all manu- | 


Saving & Loan 11 p. 


WERE . Johnny Andrews and 


for disk session and. to prepare for upcoming Vogue Room show. \ 
to reopen modeling and acting accounts . 
and Mort Fleischman making New 


IN SAN FRANCISCO . 


scripter 


m. cross-the-board show . 
' Bill Gannon opened seven-week broadcast of Painsville Raceway 


. » Chuck Bang and 
lor 
wife, Betti, flying into Manhattan 
NBC producers Bud Ford 
York visit. 


Robert Lee here to confer with composer Rudolf Frim! 


“The Friml Story” for Railroad Hour’s 250th broadcast eS 

For a Day” show to visit Sonoma County Fair in Santa Rosa 
month . Rod McKuen, former “Lonesome Boy” on KROW, Oak 
joined the army Two new KNBC shows: s3reakfast with |} 
Heyde”’ and Ira Blue’s “Vaudeville Show” . Jack Wayne and 
Wrangle idded live tunefests to KLX’s Cactus Jack show . John 
Milburn joined KSFO sales staff Betty Stengel subs for va 


ing KCBS 


IN PHILADELPHIA . 


WFIL’s “Within Our Gates” 
story of Woodrow Wilson’s 
John Carradine 

program 


cooperation 
science-fiction 


the entire NB€-TV network 
|U.’s Drama Department, is 
Afternoon Outdoor show 
and h wife originated 
morning on WCAU-TY. 


now 


another 
Program 


Jane Todd show and KRON’s “Exclusively 


originates at 
husband 


Yours 


opens summer series with the record 
efforts for 
will 
slanted for the 
Squad,” debuted Monday on local 


peace through 
portray Wilson... 
youngsters, 
station WPTZ. It 


internation 
A new |] 
entitled “At 
will be fed 


Shirley Milgrim, formerly of Syrax 


scripting for CBS’ 
WCAU-TV . Gene Crane 
and wife program Mor 


will be tagged “Mister & Mi 


“Action in 





| Nobody Happy 





ume Continued from page 23 jaa 





tune’s giving the nod to Columbia 
on the championing of UHF, 
whereas it's NBC contention that 


failing to lift its voice or make 
one move to indicate its favoring 
of the upper high frequencies. 
One of the perplexing aspects 
of the Fortune “study” is the fail- 
ure to make a single mention of 
Arthur Godfrey, particularly in 


edly Godirey accounts for such a 
large chunk of the annual gross 
billings overall ratings. 





. 





"Chi Originaticns 
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the ccnstruction of 
(‘which we will not 
sion City 
locations are empty lots, 
third has a building which could 
be converted easily. 

Although Atlass wouldn’t di- 
vulge the locations, it’s known he 
personally would prefer 
in the suburbs. This, however, is 
impractical because of transporta- 
tion difficulties for employees and 
performers. Probably WBBM-TV 
will locate on Chi’s near north 
side, within convenient distance 
from the majority of the city’s 
other radio and TV outlets. 

On Sunday (5), WBBM-TV 
switched from channel 4 to chan- 
nel 2, and power is gradually 
being upped to 100 kw. 


hew 


call ‘Televi- 











| ‘Cone on In’ 
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the reverse is the truth with CBS} 


view of the fact that single-hand- | 


facilities | 


Two of the proposed | 
and the | 


building | 





— ——ae 
vaunted by the webs as represeat- 
ing the “true to life’ school of 
entertainment. Both CBS and 
NBC, for example, claim to have 
new westerns of the “High Noon” 
type, which disdain posses gallop- 
ing thataway for psychological in- 
sight. CBS-Radio’s claim to 
drama” is “Gun Smoke,” directed 
by Norman MeDonnell, while NBC 
lays the same claim on its Jimmy 


duced by Jack Johnston, which will 
make its Sunday preem on the wel 
in early September. 

The “Dragnet” type of authentie- 
ity Is claimed by several new 
shows, the 
fession.”” which 


7 preemed on NBC 
ast Sunday 


(5) as a summer pinch- 
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CHA 


RLES R. ANDREWS AFFILIATES, 
- at the sme address 


INC. 


r 
from the L. A. 


hitter tor radio “Dragnet.” The 
new Frank Cooper package, pro- 
duced and directed by Homer Can- 


ield, also draws on ‘true 
police files. 

On CBS, true cases of the N. Y. 
gendarmes will be ransacked to 


give valid flavor to “21st Precinct.” 
Vil 


stories 


scripted by Stanley Niss. which 
preemed yesterday (Tues.). and 
CBS al:o tries for true-fact experi- 


ence inl 
which be 


“Crime Classics” 

ed June 15. 
Mutual, on its “Deadline” show 

which has its preem today (Wed 


show ' 


}claims it has serapped the phony 


“s op-te-pre 


s and blood-and-thun- 


der stutl cliches usually 


asso- 
clated With shows about reporters. 
Insiead, the program, produced 


“adult | 


Stewart starrer, “Six Shooter,” pro- 


major one being “Con- | 


co _ 


and directed by Jerry McGill, 
take actual cases of reporters, and 
| Show how the newshawks work c 
scientiously on their beats. CS 
toppers say they will be attempt 
to recreate a similar “naturalist 
flavor in its new country journa 
series starring ex-publisher V 
| Rogers, Jr., “Rogers of the G 
zette,” which preems today (We: 


4 





Kook’s Port 0’ Vox 
=e Continued from page 25 = 








|'most of the TV networks, and to 
Paramount Pictures on the Coas' 
believes his device is adaptable to 
all elements of show biz, plus 1 
lecture circuit, school talks at 
| factory communications. 

“It’s particularly tailor-made | 
TV,” he says. “On audience p 
| ticipation shows, it prevents thé 
participants from being scared of 
by a conventional mike, thus losi: 
spontaneity. For drama show: 
eliminates boom shadows on | 
faces and scenery, gives the ec: 
eramen more freedom with lo: 
shots. 

The tiny mike of the Port O’ \ 
is hooked up to a two-pound b 
| tery tuner, which tucks into a m 
performer's back-pocket or can 
slipped under a woman’s dress. In 
outdoor shows, a performer 
move at least 500 feet, and in 
indoor shows at least 300 feet, from 
a 20-pound electronic machine, 
where a man with earphones con- 
|trols transmission. Kook has just 
developed also a lighter three-qua: 


| ter-pound tuner, and believes it 
;can be made even smaller than 
j that. 

| He said that Century Lighti: 


originally started perfecting tli 
device in 1941, so that singers and 
dancers in legit musicals could be 
heard by the audience, even thouc! 
the performers were distant from 
|the complicated wiring meshed 
about the footlights. “Port O Vox 
can't be copyrighted,”he says, “b 

I say that with a twinkle in 
eye. A Hollywood outfit has tried 
to have its device passed by tlie 
| FCC's tough inspection, just as we 
finally did on Dec. 19, 1952, but so 
far it’s been no soap for them.” 





ABC-TV’s Twin Cities Tie 
Twin Cities’ new share-time 
television outlet, WTCN-TV, Min- 
neapolis, and WMIN-TV, St. Paul, 
operating Channel 11, will affiliate 
with ABC-TV on or about Sept. ! 
ABC-TV affiliates now tdtal 126. 
With the  share-time  operati 
figured as two separate affiliates 








OPTICAL EFFECTS For 
KLING STUDIOS, Chicago 
by 
RAY MERCER & CO. 


4241 Normal Ave., H’wood 29, Cal 
Send for Free Optical Effects Chart 


GAE FOSTER 


Circle 7-3900 
or Circle 7-1348 
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Your Lucky Strike Hit Parade 
presents a special summer service! 


Be ~” 


During its 12-week hiatus, Your Hit Parade will list in this space 


THE 7 TOP TUNES FROM YOUR HIT PARADE SURVEY 


Here are your Lucky 7 tunes that 


you would have heard last Saturday . Song from Moulin 1 I’m Walking Behind 


Sle Are, we dons te Rouge You 
cddehieaen 6. Say You’re Mine 
| chica” |} April in Portugal Again 
A. | Belteve 7. No Other Love 


Look for this listing every week. 
We'll be back on TV Sept. 12 






Be sure to watch Your Hit Parade’s summer TV replacement 


“PRIVATE SECRETARY °—starring ANN SOTHERN 


~ Saturdays at 10:30 P.M. (N.Y.T.), NBC Television Network 
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and imaginative production make 

it an easy flowing eye-stopper. 
Twelve musicians, handpicked | 

from local station and symphony | 


however, Mrs. Byrne became too 
academic and the program suf- 
fered a momentary sag. 

A sewing instruction, in which 








vail-i , sts are featured, pr .| orchs, blend together like butter | 
ne es ae ae Most double on strings | TALENT SHOW ROOM 


vided an additional close tie-in| and honey. ‘ 
with the home audience. Partici-| and brasses—lending Breadth to} 
pation spots are deftly woven into|the clef department. Solid talent | 
the script Camera crew under} lineup receives smart showcasing | 
Cecil Bidlack did an excellent job. | from producer Jay Grill. Cast in- 
Set hy Ken Wendorff adds to at-)| cludes Ardeen De Camp, doubling 
mocphere of good viewing. Mark. on voice and violin; Jack Wash-| 
ne “ |burn, handsome young baritone; 
clever calypso singer Stan Wilson; | 
land Jimmy Diamond, one of the 
| best ivory ticklers hereabouts 
Producer: Dan Gallagher Premiere (25) featured four pro- 
Director: Charles Hinds |duction numbers. Ardeen offered 
6) Mins.: Sun., 12 (noon) a rich violin interpretation of | 
Sustaining Will-o-the-Wisp,” 
WCBS-TV, N. Y mance.” Washburn socked a solid 


SPACE FUNNIES 
Vith Stan Sawyer 


snafuing proceedings for several 
ae In spite of this, Abbott 
and Snow acquitted themselves 
like vets, Miss Snow in particular 
projecting her warm personality to 
better effect than she does on her 
own studio show. “Stairway to 
Stars” impresses as a welcome ad- 
dition to the local TV live show 
group. Wied. 





With Jim Conway, guests 

Producer: Mike Murphy 

Director: Joe Byrne 

60 Mins.; Sun., 10:30 a.m. 

NORTHWEST SIDE, ARKOW 
MOTORS 

WBBM-TV, Chicago 





(Sander Rodkin) 

“Talent Show Room,” publicized 
to “discover new talent that will 
help revitalize show business in 
Chicago,” and pledged to short 
commercials, turns out to be a 
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bd ° 
Stuf!—Radio 

NBC has decided to be generous about entrance rules for its contest 
involving the series of ads it running in trade and consumer publica- 
tions this summer. Ads cover the 12 reasons why NBC is the “top 
network,” and contest winner is the person who guesses those 12 
reasons. 

NBC is permi{ting CBS personnel to enter. 


ABC Radio has signed with Freedoms Foundation to air a Sunday 
night documentary-styled series on America’s freedoms. Series, as 
yet untitled, will go into the 9:30 p. m. slot starting July 26, with the 
first program, dealing with the Chinese in America, titled “China- 
man’s Chance.” ? 

ABC will produce the show, with the Foundation providing research 
and case histories. Web is peddling show to sponsors. 


There are a lot of startled expressions on the faces of Harlem resi- 





| dents who have run across a group of Negro youngsters wearing jackets 
| with the name “Noviks” emblazoned across the back. The “Noviks,” 


vocalized “Ro-|thinly disguised amateur hour that 


the kids explain, is a social-athletic club. 
Just where they got the name remains a mystery, but staffers at 
WLIB, N. Y., which has Harlem studios in the Hotel Theresa and which 


is woefully long on commercials| airs a large block of Negro programming, is inclined to believe the 
1 |club is named after general manager Harry Novik. They figure the 
Talent, by chance, if not by de-| kids must have wandered into the Theresa studios, seen the name, 
sign, was limited to kid amateurs | and become intrigued with it. 


i 
} 


i 


Designed for moppet consump- | “Tell Me You're Mine” and “April | and pitifully short on talent. 
tion “Space Funnies” should! in Portugal.” Stan Wilson raced | 
please viewers in that category.|the heart beat with a guitar-vocal 
Fntertainment value for the | rendition of “Bing Crosby Polka” | ranging in age from five to 18 
vounger set is derived mainly from|and “Cry of the Wild Goose.” | and included the usual crop of 
the integration into the proceed-| Jimmy Desmond's 88's spelled a singers, a tap dancer, a 
ings of cartoons and a Laurel &/ hot “Mombo Jambo.” piano duo and an embryonic ma- 
Hurdy comedy. Title ties in wiih} Only two wrinkles detract —_ gician ; 
at’ imaginary trip through space | show's neat appearance. Lovely)" |... — ali is ve 
tvken aboard a rocket ship piloted Dorris Carr, signed as femcee, suf-| _ Jim Conway, making his teevee 
by Stan Sawyer in the guise of|fered from an overdose of inac- debut, deserves a better showcase | 
Captain Jet. — | tivity. Except for memorization of | t® display his stock in —, rt 

ac + _1|a few intro lines, her roll was neg-|i8 Smooth delivery and excellent 
‘ Paty total Se gegt assistant ‘a{ligible. Second wrinkle was the | Stage presence, than this unhappy 
different juve is used each week) ragged comedy relief from Russ eel oa dl Frio of 
inside the space ship and about to Coglin and F red Jorgensen Pheir | ene oe ao ta aaa me he nese | 
take off an a trip to Mars. Car- cornball jokes and flippant com- tea 8g . > bey a pad rib 7 aan 
toons and the L&H comedy. all on | Mercials threw an offbeat curve to “oles tl ‘7 haut * ae be 
filin, were brought into the picture an otherwise smooth production | , nine Riviere : Oe Lith 
vVhile the rocket was supposed pattern, | et me ae OE SW 
zooming towards Mars. Program’s| Director Jim Baker and techni-|©€@" Used Cars. ) — 
format calls for a different planet | cal crew deserve kudoes for com-| In its present format “Show 


to be visited each week. 

Sawyer, wearing futuristic garb, 
feeds the kids a line of patter de- 
signed to stimulate their imagina- | 
lion. His gab is geared strict!y 
@long juve lines. TVer also pitches 


petent lensing. If future presen- 
tations are in tune with initialer, | 
show should attract handsome 
share of dialers Tone. | 


es i 


STAIRWAY TO STARS 


Room” can hope for nothing more 


|} mike to take a dip himself in the pool. 


than to run a poor second to a) 
program it closely duplicates, the 


vet “Morris B. Sachs’ Amateur 
Hour” now in its 19th radio and 
fourth TV year. The only distin- 


a club membership gimmick to | 
heighten juve interest Animated | 
cartoons offered, though not espe- 


cially strong, were adequate atten 
tion holders. The L&H clip wa 
fiir \ few tricks were used to 
pive the rocket ship occasional mo- | 


tion and te give the kids the illu- | 
sion of travelling through space. 
Jess. 


BROADWAY TIME 


| Producer-Director: 
| 30 Mins., Fri., 9:30 p.m. 


, , | Zuishing feature of this latest entry 
With Bud Abbott, Mary Snow, into the amateur talent field is a 
Johnny Shrader i ; |switch in method of 
Dixon Lovvorn | winner, ie. judges’ decision in 
RRIDGE CITY STORES | place of audience choice. 
WHAS-TYV, Louisville 


en 
New entry in the local live show 5 
lineup is conducted by man and} 
wife team, Bud Abbott and Mary | ree ore uc 
| 


Snow. Abbott has an early combo 
IV Stations See 


disk jockey-live talent 
WHAS radio, while 


show on} 
his spouse | 


picking a} 
| director, 


: : | Mary Snow has her own TV show 

" , gag -.  Suneee PM ae “Small Talk,” which is slanted | 
Wilson, Jimmy Diamond, Russ | to the femme audience. + 
Coglin, Freddie Jorgensen. | On the spot televising of this} 

Producer: Jay Grill |}show originated in a large ware- y ummer o Nl 


Director: Jim Baker | house, newly converted to a self- 





goods category. 





2 : . ‘ , service department store. It’s | 
SROADWAY SOU ARE NUTOMO- located on the Jeffersonville, Ind., | — Washington, July 7. 
TIVE CENTER | side of the Municipal Bridge, which | National Citizens Committee on 
KGO-TV, San Francisco | connects Indiana and Kentucky.| Educational TV predicted yester- 
(Byrne-Grill) | Both give out with the sales pitch,|day (Mon.) that three more educa- 
Most impressive musical to hit| fe@turing refrigerators, air-condi- tional stations, all on the West 
the Bay Area since the Freddy | tioners, and items in the heavy-| Coast, will be on air by the end of 


Martin days. Sharp showmanship ; eee dass ane od 
are sincere, and authoritative. 
Talent-wise, this is just another 
;}amateur talent show. Winner of 
each show will be eligible to com- 
| pete against other winners after a 
|number of weeks series, for an all- 
}expense trip to Panama _ City, 
| Florida, via L & N R. R. Evident 
that railroad is providing transpor- 
tation in return for the piug. Acts 
| consisted of a male vocalist, with 
|} some pro experience, a_tuxedo- 
| clad moppet of about six-years age, 
| who sang and danced; a girl vocal- 
jist, and a Kadoodlehoppers 
of orch from Indiana. 











Now starring on NBC's 


Winner by 

ALL STAR REVUE unnamed judges was the. girl 
Saturdays, 8-9 P.M., EDST vocalist. 

Mat.: William Morris Agency Initial telecast had difficulty 











getting on the air, a power failure 





viewers 


WGAL-TV 


NBC + CBS * ABC * DuMont * Lancaster, Pa. 


delivers an ever-growing audience. Proof is 
tremendous write-in response from this rich 
Pennsylvania market area. Write — 


Channel 8 





WGAL AM TV FM 


Steinman Station © Cloir McCollough, President 


Sales Representative 


MEEKER wien veri cricage + tor Angeles * Sen Francis 


Their sales talks | 


type | 


the summer. 


| Committee, a Ford Foundation 
| organization, reported that KUSC 
|(U. of Southern Calif.) in L. A.is 
putting the finishing touches on its 
microwave relay and will start test 
pattern next week. It will be first 
UHF outlet in L. A. 


Non-commercial stations in San 
Francisco and Seattle will be on 
the air within 60 days after issu- 
ance of construction permits, which 
are expected shortly, the commit- 
tee said. Both of these stations, 
|which will operate on VHF chan- 
| nels, have money, studios and 
i} transmitters on hand. 
| Bay area Educational TV Assn., 
|which filed for Frisco station, has 
| already negotiated leases for use 
lof studios and equipment for op- 
eration. 
given $182,000 worth of equipment 
by Mrs. A. Scott Bullitt, owner of 





a Ford grant, is waiting only for its 
permit to get into operation. 


Robert Alda as Deejay 


| In line with its policy of bring- 








ing in show biz names as disk 
| Jockies, WNBC, the NBC key in 
|N. Y., is planning a late-evening 


cross-the-board show 
Alda. Program, which would air 
nightly at 10:35, would precede 
the Skitch Henderson airer. 


with Robert 


Alda is currently emcee of 
“What's Your Bid?” the Charles 
Anteli Sunday night telecast on 


DuMont, but status of program is 
now in doubt, with Antell under- 
stood to be in the precess of bud- 
gel-cutting 





Chotzinoff to Europe 

Samuel Chotzinoff, NBC's mu- 
sical director, left last week on a 
summer tour of Europe. 

While ir Rome, he'll confer with 
Arturo Toscanini on the maestro’s 
plans for the fall season, 











} 
| 


} successive Saturdays). GM tab is 
1 $3,500,000. 


WNYC, N. Y.’s municipal station, will air most of the discussion 


violin-| program of the Fifth Annual Conference on American Foreign Policy, 


scheduled for July 11 to 16 at Colgate U. Among the speakers station 
will pick up will be Harold Stassen, Mutual Security Director, Sen. 
Mike Monroney (D-O.), Sen. John Sparkman (D.-Ala.) Ferenc Nagy, 
former Hungarian Prime Minister, and a group of foreign legatees 
participating in the conference. 

Representatives of 30 nations will be heard on WNYC's coverage, 
which is scheduled for 15 hours during the seven-day meeting. Past 
WNYC broadcasts have been aired by the Voice of America. 


Joe Smith, the WARD, Johnstown, Pa., disk jockey, has himself 
a real deal these sweltering mid-summer days. Smith does his daily 
platter-spinning direct from the nearby Ligonier Beach, dressed in 
bathing trunks and with a beach umbrella over him. Every so often, 
he gets one of the local “beachcombers” to pinch-hit for him at the 
It's been a good stunt and 
a lot of publicity as a result has come to the WARD deejay. 


GALLERY’S CAMPUS 


Notre Dame’s TV Quest 


SWING ON TV GRID 


Gallery, NBC-TV's sports 

left last weekend on 
campus-to-campus swing of all the 
universities and colleges whose 
grid teams have been lined up 
for the NCAA-incepted Saturday 
telecasts. General Motors is spon- 
soring the ll-game series (plus 
two “panorama games” in which 
four monitors will be alerted to 
highlights of eight games on two 


Tom 


Rapped by Rival Bidder 
As Violating Charter 


Washington, July 7. 
U. of Notre Dame, which has 


| filed for a commercial channel in 


South Bend, is charged with vio- 
lating terms of its state charter of 
incorporation in a petition filed by 
a rival applicant. 

The competing applicant, radio 
station WHOT, charges that in or- 
ganizing a subsidiary corporation, 


Michiana Telecasting Corp., to ap- 
ply for channel, Notre Dame went 
contrary to a state act which in- 
corporated the university as a non- 
profit corporation. 


Gallery’s decision to get an early 
summer start in tieing together 
all the Getails stems from the fact 
that last season the late timing of 











| negotiations cued some hectic = . 








Seattle station, which was | 


KING-TV, and is also recipient of | 





periods of uncertainties and 11th- 
hour decisions, 


DuM Axes ‘Rookie Cop’ 


DuMont network has cancelled 
“Jimmy Hughes, Rookie Cop,” 
half-hour police series which has 
been on the.web only nine weeks. 
Program had recently undergone 
cast changes, Conrad Janis having 
— William Redfield as the 
ead, 

Web has moved the service 
show, “Guide Right,” inte the Fri- 


ns si ‘ 
day, 8:30 p. gn., time to replace S . 
the Stark-Layton package. Web is | Fileen BARTON 
retaining “Hughes” kinnies to ped- | 


dle to sponsors, since original deal | 
called for eight weeks with op: | Latest — 


tions to renew. If and when a sale | 
“| AIN'T GONNA DO IT” 


on the show is made, DuMont will | 
Dir; MCA 

















put it back on the air, but mean- | 
while doesn’t want to foot the bill | 
on a sustaining basis. ' 

















Cost per Thousand... 
Dollar for Dollar... 
Ratingwise... 


Anyway You Figure It 
KSTP Radio Is a Better 


Buy Than 


a a Ss Ss - 
/'43$0,000 WATTS = CLEAR CHANNEL 
* MEY STATION FOR THE NORTHWEST NETWORK 

MINNEAPOLIS «ST. PAUL 
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Owners-Préoducers 








THE BIG STORY 

TREASURY MEN IN ACTION 
THE MAN BEHIND THE BADGE 
ANYONE CAN WIN 

SHORT STORY DRAMAS 


QUICK AS A FLASH 





In Production 











HICKORY HILL 
Starring WALTER BRENNAN 
26 half hour films 


(Screening print now available ) 


INTERNATIONAL POLICE 
26 half hour films 
(Screening prints available August 1 ) 














JUdson 6-6800 


Chicago: 360 N. Michigan Ave. 
CEntral 6-0653 





PROCKTER TELEVISION ENTERPRISES, ... 








Executive Offices 


Distributors CPSI-TV Ine.) | 





ORIENT EXPRESS 


CHINA SMITH 

PLAY OF THE WEEK 
INTERNATIONAL PLAYHOUSE 
AMERICAN SPORTS 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW 
FEATURES 





In Production 











READER’S DIGEST 


26 half hour films 
CHESTER ERSKINE, Producer 


(Screening prints available August 15 ) 


GRAND HOTEL 


26 half hour films 
JOHN NASHT, Producer 


(Screening prints available October 15) 














221 West 57th St., New York 


Beverly Hills: 218 N. Canon Drive 
CRestview 4-5204 


— FILM PRODUCTION — 
RKO-Pathe Studios, Culver City 
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Margaret Whiting-Jimmy Wake- 
ly: “My Heart Knows’”-""When 
Love Goes Wrong” (Capitol). “My | 
Heart Knows” is a neat ballad} 
with an arresting beat that could | 
be a standout for the Whiting- 
Wakely ‘tandem. They handle it 
simply and this side shapes up as! 
double entry in the country and 
pop hit lists. The original version 
by Dotti Dunn and Will Harvey for 
the indie BBS label is also flavor-! 
some and will garner a big share 
of the spins. On the Capito] flip 
“When Love Goes Wrong” is a fait 
rhythm ballad from the 20th-Fox 


Best 


MARGARET WHITING-JIMMY WAKELY 
UE. og ic.b hate ae eee dee at When Love Goes Wrong 
MINDY CARSON ...cccsccececcens HONEY-DARLIN’ 
COMMING 64c.050400084%5054000088 Free Home Demonstration 
pic. “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.'| Behind You.’ This duo tends to | 
Mindy Carsen: “Honey-Darlin'" | repeat their jokes on each of their 
“Free Home Demonstration” (Co-| sides but their fans will no doubt}. , 
lumbia!. Mindy Carson is still look-| go for this effort. The flip is fair. |“ 


ing for that big disclick and she} 
could turn up with a topseller on | 
“Honey-Darlin’,’” still anothei 
number by Bob Merrill in collabo- | 
ration with Jay Livingston. It’s a} 
sprightly side spiced by a penny-|} 
whistle accompaniment. Miss Car- 
son also gives a socko treatment 
on that  pseudo-hillbilly entry, 
“Free Home Demonstration,” Jim- 
my Carroll supplying _ firstrate 
backgrounds. 

Vie Damone: “Simonetta’’-"“Eter- 
nally” (Mercury). A coupling of 
ace material for Vic Damone. “Si- 
monetta” is a big ballad that gets 
a solid commercial ride by Vic 
Damone. Flip is the lyric version 
to the “Limelight” theme and, 
though tastefully done, it’s doubt- 
ful whether it takes the play away 
from the instrumental slices of 
this lovely melody. 

Betty Hutton: “No Matter How 
You Say Goodbye"’-"“Goln’ Steady’ 
(Capitol). These sides attempt to 
switch from usual frantic typecast- 


ing of Betty Hutton on wax, but 
the material fails to come off. 
“Goodbye” is a “crying” ballad 


not projected with much genuine 
feeling. Reverse is a rhythm tune 
more suited to the Hutton piping 
style but it’s a routine entry de- 
spite the solid vocal. 

Rusty Draper: “Lighthouse’’-"I 
Love To Jump” (Mercury). Rusty 
Draper has considerable talent as 
a balladeer but unfortunately he’s 
developed a style that’s virtually 
a carbon of Frankle Laine’s. Even 
his type of material is the same 
which compounds the identity. 
“Lighthouse,” a dramatic song, is 
a typical example of the similar- 
ity. Flip is more original and 
Draper gives it a good ride. 

Tommy Dorsey Orch: “One 
Kiss"-""The Most Beautiful Girl In 
The World” (Decea). These are 
two of the best sides turned out by 
Tommy Dorsey in the past couple 
of years. Both standards are given 
ge fresh arrangements with 

D. supplying some firstrate trom- 
bone solos. Smooth scat vocalling 
by a choral ensemble lends color 
for the jock and juke spins 

Gisele MacKenzie-Helen O’Con- 
nell: “When The Hands Of The 
Clock Pray At Midnight’’-“Give Me 
The Name, Age, Height and Size” 
(Capitol. “Hands of the Clock” 
is a firstrate new ballad entry 
which has been getting a stack of 
Wax versions. This duet is another 
neat slice which will give this 
tune impetus. Cindy Lord also has 
a fine etching for M-G-M Records. 
On the Capitol flip, the MacKenzie- 
O'Connell duo sock across a clever 
Thythn item with plenty of verve. 

This could be a big juke number. 


The Melachrino Strings: “The 
Sword and The Rose”- “Shadows” 
(Victor). The pic theme cycle is 


currently rolling in high. From the 
W: alt Disney pic of the same name, 

Sword” makes for a highly lis- 
tenable instrumental, especially as 
projected by the flashy Melachrino | 
organization. This number, how- | 
ever, doesn't have the strong me- | 
lodic line needed to break into the | 
top brackets. “Shadows” is a pleas- 
ing atmospheric instrumental. 

: David Rose Orch: “All | Desire *. | 
‘No Other Love” (M-G-M). A | 
other pic title tune, “All T Desire,” 
from the Universal film, shapes up | 
as a highly attractive instrumental | 
which may climb fast via this lush 
David Rose slice. Flip, from the 
Rodgers & Hammerstein legit mu- 
sical, “Me and Juliet,” is neatly 
rendered with a Danny Welton 
harmonica solo, a la Richard Hay- 
man’s “Ruby.’ 

Le Roy Holmes Orch: “The Pres- 
ident’s Lady”-‘Habanera” 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 








M). The theme melody from 20th- 
Fox’s "The President’s Lady” con- 
tinues to pile up the pic themes on 
wax. This is a firstrate number 
interpreted with a rich arrange- 
ment by Le Roy Holmes orch. The 
theme from “Carmen” on the flip 
gets a nifty quasi-jump ride for 
good results 

Homer & Jethro: 





“Tm Walking | 


Behind You AIl’-“Mexican Joe 
No. 67%” (Victor). Homer & Jethro 
have developed into the ace par- | 


odists on wax and they make one | 
of their murderously corny assaults 
on the current hit, “I’m Walking | 


Bets 


j 
| 
MY HEART KNOWS | 
| 


Al (Jazzbo) Collins: 
Riding Hood’-‘Three Little Pigs” 
(Brunswick). The idea of doing | ‘ 
jivey versions of juve fairy tales 
isn't particularly novel but these | ‘ 
sides are tops for the genre. Steve | } 
Allen supplied the scripts for these | 
“Grimm Fairy Tales For Hip Kids’ 
and Al! (Jazzbo) Collins, WNEW, 
N. Y. disk jockey, delivers the 
narration in a breezy, definitely 
cool groove. Lou Stein ably provy- 
ides the piano accompaniment, 


Album Review 


“Little Red | . 
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an is 
CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
98th Consecutive Week, Aragon 
Ballroom, Santa Monica, Caiif. 
Exclusively for Coral Records 
OH 
Packed by 
HWALLELUIAH BROTHER 
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| RCA Victor package of standards. 


. Jo Ann Tolley impresses on 
I'l! Go On Loving You” (M-G-M). 
. Charlie Ferguson has an in- 
| teresting rhythm & blues side in 
‘Hard Times” (Apollo)... Irving 
Fields has an okay instrume ntal in 
‘Key West Rhumba” (King)... 
Bob Eberly has little impact on 
“Cryin’ 
(Capitol). 





Longhair Disk Reviews 





Ravel: Quartet in F and Debussy: 


. ‘ Quartet in G Minor (Columbia; 
Fred Astaire-Nanette Fabray-/¢5 45). Only quartet either man 
Jack Buchanan: “The Band Wagon |wrote makes a_ fine, congenial 


(M-G-M). The soundtrack from | 
the M-G-M filmusical version of 
“The Band Wagon” has been pack- 
d into a sock album by M-G-M. 
The Howard Dietz-Arthur Schwartz | 
score includes several beautiful | 
standards and Fred Astaire is in| 
top form with his casual piping | 
style. Astaire solos on “Be My- 
self” and ‘ 
and joins with Jack Buchanan and 
Nanette Fabray on the 
“Triplets.” Miss Fabray 
smartly on 
while India Adams registers strong- 
ly on “New Sun In The Sky.” A 
big slice of this set is allocated to 
“The Girl Hunt Ballet,”’ a musical 
takeoff on “private eyes.” Astaire 
handles the narration lightly and | 
this comedy piece lends an offbeat | 
note to this filmusical set. Adolph | 
Deutsch batons the studio orch and 
chorus in ace Hollywood fashion. 





clicks 


Platter Pointers 


Norman Granz adds a quartet of | 
topflight jazz sets to his catalog 
with sax packages by Lester Young, 
Illinois Jacquet, Flip Phillips and 
Johnny Hodges on the Mercury. 
label . . Another svelte instru- 
mental set by Mantovani on a ftock | 
of tangos has been released by | 
London .. . Eddie Fisher clicks as | 
usual with ‘his open-voiced attack 
on “Irving Berlin Favorites.” an 





varteTY |() Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


Be theosen tall 


aol 


APRIL IN PORTUGAL (9) 
RU BY (8) , 
VAYA CON DIOS (3) 
ANNA (3) 
OH! (1) 
SAY YOU'RE MINE. 
ALLEZ-VOUS-EN (1) 
GAMBLER’'S GUITAR (1) 


eececeseeseseeeses 


AGA 


Serr araee 


os 


I BELIEVE 

JOUNNY . 

DOWN BY THE RIVER SIDE 
HALF A PHOTOGRAPH 
APRIL IN PORTUGAL 
CRAZY, MAN, CRAZY 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 
THE NEARNESS OF YOU 
1AM IN LOVE 

THE BREEZE (BRINGIN’ BACK 


‘A Shine on Your Toes,” | 
clever | 


“Louisiana Hayride” | 


I'M WALKING BEHIND Y , 
SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE (9) .., 


+ 
1 
NO OTHER LOVE ......... i 
PRETEND . 
TERRY'S THEME FROM LIME 

F TOD, FOU, WOE .....66005: 

: 

; 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

. 

- 
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coupling. The Debussy is exotic 
and graceful; the Ravel strong, 
sensuous and more expressive. Bu- 


So He Dons His Space Suit 


Takes Off on 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

This is a request to ramble in 
space—yours and outer—for a few 
realistic thoughts and a little spec- 
ulation about the strange music 
world of, say, 1993. 

It’s bad enough now, but pity 
the poor publisher a mere 40 years 
hence! At the moment the strug- 
gle is so intense that the publish- 
er’s main interest is taken up with 
tonight’s plugs and tomorrow’s 
recordings. This is regrettable be- 
cause if he had time to spare for 
an anxious peek into the future it 
might occur to him that the prob- 
lems of 1993 will be multiples and 
complications of what they are to- 
day ; 

The reason is clear. The musi- 
cal director, the disk jockey or the 
a&r man of 1993, or whoever will 
have taken their place by then, 
will have a vastly greater reper- 
toire of music from which to select 
items for his program or releases. 
And here’s the snag: they will be 

mostly in the public domain. Also, 
as he will be working for a radio 
or TV or some sort of ultrasonic 
network, it will be to the advan- 





My Heart To oe 


| George Gershwin, 
|'mans and Jerome Kern, as well as 
| Many 





dapest Quartet gives them lively, | 


choice readings. 


Brahms: Concerto No. 1 (RCA 
| Victor; $5.95). Sturdy, forthright 
reading of the masterwork by 
| pianist Solomon, assisted by the} 
| Philharmonia under Rafael Ku- 
belik. 


Emanuel Feuermann (Columbia; 
$5.95). For the Collector's Series, 
Columbia had re-pressed in LP 
isome choice 78 disks of the late 
cellist, that are really treasures 
One backs the melodious Haydn 
Cello Concerto with the equally 
, | appealing Schubert Sonata in A 
|Minor, Other combines Beethov- 
‘en's Sonata No. 3 in A and Seven 
‘ariations in E Flat with the Reger 
Suite in G, Dame Myra Hess as- 
sists on the Reger. Feuermann’s 
lush tone and brilliant technique 
'are always standout. 

Other disks of interest: Haydn 
| Sy mphonies No. 44 and 49 (West- 
;minster’), by Vienna State Opera 
j}orch; Brahms Variations on Theme 
by Haydn and Schumann Andante 
;and Variations in B Flat (M-G-M), 
Ethel Bartlett and Rae Robertson; 
|Schoenberg's Survivor From War- 
; Saw, Kol Nidre & Second Cham- 
| ber Symphony (Columbia), by 
‘varied artists. Bron, 








| teract 





tage and profit of his employers 
if he makes up his lists from p.d. 
sources and these sources by then 
will embrace most of the current 
fee-earning works, including such 
composers: as Victor Herbert, 
Sousa and other greats, much of 
Vincent You- 
works of Cole Porter and 
Richard Rodgers. 

These, together with the classic 
European favorites from Beethoven 
and Chopin to Strauss and Lehar 
and the vast field of p.d. music, 
will constitute a formidable oppo- 
sition and the task of the pub- 
lisher will be to get his 1993 plug 
tunes played in face of this com- 
petition. One wonders if he will 
have a chance against such a line- 
up. (Thought for today: If you 


And 
1993's Song Clicks 


source of revenue and when thi< 
starts to come in, along with the 
possibility of other similar deals. 
the résulting income will help to 
make up deficits in the home ac. 
count. 

‘Space on My Hands’ 

On the other hand, it 
that the publishers are smarter 
than we think and are already en- 
visaging that by 1993 the Rocket 
Age will have set them singing 
“Space on My Hands” and yw 
produce new extraterrestrial rights 
from such things as space-bea 
ing of transcriptions, inter-stella 
transmissions and rights for fre 
copyright territories such as the 
Moon, Alpha Centaurus and tlie 
Nearer Planets and even points in 
Outer Space from which royalties 
may be wrested by a future and 
even more fabulous space-abeles. I 
submit, however, that in spite of 
tremendous progress in _inter- 
planetary prospects, such cannot 
be counted on for revenue just yet 

Also in the early contacts with 
the space-races or the humanoid 
publishers of other worlds, there 
will undoubtedly be many conflic- 
tions, possibly even less copyright 
protection and maybe more diffi- 
cult a&r men armed with awe 
inspiring and unimagined nega- 
tives—some even may use the Par- 
alyzer-ray! 

Inter-planetary publishing will 
certainly have a multitude of un- 
dreamt-of problems. Apart from 
having to cope with a spate of 
Earth titles such as (Jim Walsh, 
please note!) ‘My Calactic Sweet- 
heart,” “One Night on Neptune,” 
“Moon Man I Love You,” “You 
Look So Cute in Your New Space 
Suit,” or ‘‘Wave Your Antenna As 
You Say Goodbye,” and their ver- 
sions in other speech forms, there 
will also be such space imports as 
Other - World Thing - publishers 
beam their plugs onto Earth an 
our Own space boys will be sing- 





may be 





have songs to write—write them | 
now!) 

It is possible that the publisher 
of the future may hope to coun- 
this by revenue from per- 
rights in Europe and 
other territories where there is 
fuller copyright protection, but, 
not every catalog contains the 
necessary long-lived standards to 
produce income from foreign fees, 
so it will be on his own U. §S. ter- 
ritory that he will have to rely. 
The remedy for this problem is al- 
ready known—a revision of the 
U. S. Copyright Act to bring 
American copyright protection up 
to the level of the greater part of 
the civilized world, namely cover 
“for the life of the writer and 50 
years thereafter,” 

Of course, it may be that the 
publishers and copyright owners 
are not worrying. The recent 
foraging expedition to Japan un- 
der command of the able Abeles 
(Julian T.) has opened up a new 


forming 
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ing, “She’s the Cutest Little Plut- 
ist,” or snatches of songs picked 
up from the green-haired Moon- 
women, or the duck-footed halt- 
dragon gals of Mercury, or the 
humming bird-lovelies of Venus, 
such as “I’m in Love With An 
Earth Man,” or “Only a Light-Year 
Ago” (No. 1 on Mars, old boy”’). 
Some of the other Worlds may 
be in a different time-universe, 
making it possible for a song to be 
copyrighted on Uranus 100 years 
before it is written on Earth! Also 
there will be problems of release 
dates in the different planetary 
systems where time is measured 
not in years, but probably in side- 
real periods. There will be strange 
ultra-electronic systems of musical 
reproduction, different forms of 
notation, information re _ space 
ship routes for shipping orders, 
printing of copies on anti-Uranium 
magnesium-foil, contactmen’s ex- 
penses on Moon trips, not to men- 
tion competition from space-old- 
ies written light-years ago and just 
reaching this universe. Nashville, 
Tenn., instead of keeping an eye 
on “Brill-Billies,” will have ‘ ‘Spa- 
cies” to contend with—the possi- 
bilities are really endless. So the 
publisher of the future may we! 
look back and sigh for the good 








Eddie Fisher Victor old times of 1953 and the happy 
Percy Faith ...... . Columbia = of hag? men who merely said 
Les Barter ..... — n the words of Bob Mer- 
a J Merewy rill, “Tell Us Where the Good 
u tard Hayman ee es ercury Times Are?” the answer is surely, 
Paul-Ford . Capitol “Here and Now—if you fix up that 
Sylvana Mangano fs _M- G-M copyright extension!” 
Rina Was Jimmy Kennedy. 
Deve “ Hunt seeee . Capitol P.S.—All rights reserved in 
7 Y COMO wiceeesveess Victor titles of space songs mentioned. 
Kay Starr sai Bea aie Capitol 
Rusty Draper ........ Mfercury ° 
Billy May to Set New 
Booking Sked in Fall 
Perry Como Victor Currently booked solid on a sum- 
Nat (King) Cole ...... Capitol mer one-niter trek, Billy May plans 
Frank Chacksfield London to set up a new booking pattern 
Ames Bros. .......... Victor after a six-week vacation layoff be- 
Frankie Laine .......Columbia ginning in September. During the 
Paul-Ford ........... Capitol hiatus May will settle his manage- 
Four Lads ......... Columbia ment difficulties with Carlos Gastel 
Kay Starr ............. Capitol - formulate plans for location 
. > n »- P inte 
Freddy Martin ......... Victor ‘season, niter dates for the winter 
Bill Hale) , oi 
tent aaa ee Essex May's decision follows on the 
ont James ee .M-G-M z aah of Ratph Flanagan's plans to 
Bob Manning .......... Capitol vacation for six weeks, beginning 
Nat (King) Cole >g in September, to blueprint a new 
Terre Capitol ; 
Trudy Richards Derbi ‘booking policy. Both outfits are 
rene eees eroy 3 | booked through General Artists 
i Corp. 
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PUBS SIZZLE IN SU 





Band Business May Come and Go 
But Society Orchs Go On Forever 


tntouched by the vagaries 
the disk biz, society orchs are con- 
ng to ride high. Most of them 
puilt solid reps the 

. ; playing .the same _ hotel 
and chic cafe circuits and 
have to rely on shellac popu- 
for bookings or prices. The} 
lily nab about 45 weeks’ work 


over 


a vear at fees that range from 
61650 to $2,750 per week. With 
the lavoff coming only during the 
e,mmer weeks when most of the 


ote) rooms shutter and the cafes 

hang out the “gone fishing” sign. 

the society orch biz has developed 

into a steady and comparativel) 
tive field. 

Ups and downs of the overall 
hand biz has had no noticeable ef- 
fect on the society crews. Since 
their following is mainly adult and 
yenerally well-heeled, pop band 
problems of juve terp whims and 

gy admission prices don’t have 
to be met. Additional orch ex- 
penses of getting up arrangements 
rehearsing the flood of new 
pop tunes that hit the market sel- 
dom hit the society orchster since 
standard tunes are the backbone 
of his repertoire. As one society 
orchster put it—“All I need is 
book full of Rodgers & 


1 no 


! 
ana 


everybody.” 

Of the current pop tune output, 
the orechsters agree that for the 
most part the songs are difficult to 
set to dance tempo. Some of the 
society leaders have found an out 
to meet occasional requests 


SIV 


the new pops by setting them to} 


mambo or rhumba tempos. “Don’t 
Let The Stars Get In Your Eyes,” 
for example, has become a popular 
Latino item with the majority of 
the society crews. 

Society orching virtually has~be- 
a closed field because the 
pull to the top is slow in engage- 
ments and bookings. Unlike 
pep band or vocalist field, they are 
no overnight smashes. The pull is 
hard and long and the hotel and 
cafe ops prefer to stick to the 
tried and tested vet names. Head- 
ing the list are such society outfits 


come 


as Emil Coleman. Dick La Salle, 
Al Donahue, Ted Straeter and 
Abbey Albert. The orchs seldom 


compete with each other since 
they generally stick to one hotel 
chain (the Statler and Hilton 
group, mainly) and are booked for 
long engagements in the smart 
supper club spots. 





Freelance Bandleaders 
Burn Over No-Royalty 
Deals on Disk Album 


Freelancing orch leaders are 
Durning over the practice of some 
disk companies to hire them on 
Straight scale deals with no royalty 
provisions. The bandleaders have 
found the album assignments to be 
money-losing propositions for 
them. Working the session for 
scale doesn’t cover the hefty ar- 
rangement cost and since the lead- 
er doesn’t come in for a share of 
the albums sold, he never gets a 
Chance to make up the loss. 

The 
latch 


ae ais 


on to the one-shot album 
despite the initial financial 
loss, sO they can get on wax. They 


figure that the albums will help 
build their reps via the deejay 
route, These sets, moreover, have 
heen steady over-the-counter sell-| 
ers 

Many orchsters are also burn-| 


ng at the diskeries because of un- 
. promises to wax them on 
“ingles after the album has hit the 
market. Orchesters, who've ful- 
: ed their album obligations as 
fon 4S a year ago, are still waiting 
or the diskery to call a session for 
* single platter release. 





m, arl Reinschild, a senior account 
cert for Columbia Records’ tran- 
> btion division, named radio-TV 
Of pu itant to the General Council 
* (ie Presbyterian Church. 


of¢ 


Hammer- | 
stein arrangements and I can Sat-| 


for | 


the | 


bandleaders are eager to. 





| Wax On the Rocks 


M-G-M Records is getting 
| to be known in the trade as 
| the “hot weather company.” 
For the past coupie of sum- 
| mers d skery has cut tunes 

With beverage-maker  tieins. 

During current hot _— spell 


M-G-M is working with Cana- 
da Dry to plug latter’s Quinac 
via the Shep Fields platter 
“Keep Cool (Gin & Quinac).” 

In previous summers disk- 
ery has come up with liquid 
titled platters as “Serenade to 
a Lemonade” and “Rum & 
Soda.” “Keep Cool” bs 
Phil Moore. 





is 
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Major Diskeries 
In Big Play For 
| Rhythm & Blues 


| 
, Long dominated by indie platter 
companies, the rhythm & 
|field is now being blanketed by 
the major labels in an effort to 
capture this lucrative market. Ex- 
,cept for Capitol Records, all thé 
(other top diskers are making a 
renewed bid for the r&b buyers 
in the same way that they once 
|moved into the hillbilly fleld. 
Decca Kecords, after a couple of 





|; years of being dormant in this 
specialized area, is the latest of | 
the majors to pitch up a r&b} 


i line. Under the direction of Paul 
i}Cohen. Decca is building its r&b 
talent roster and teed off this 
week with a package of five r&b 
disks. Hereafter, Decca will 


| Columbia Records set the pat- 
tern a couple of years ago with 
ithe reactivation of its Okeh label, 
funder Dunny Kessler, for the r&b 
|releases. Okeh since branched out 
linto peps but, under a new plan, 
| this label will again concentrate 
|exciusively in the blues market. 

| Victor has had an extensive r&b 
artists roster for the last several 
iyears and is also hypoing its ac- 
ltivity in this field with the new 
Camden label which will issue 
r&b disks along with longhair, 
pops and country & western sides. 


market right after the last war 
when the majors had their hands 


—— 


full filling orders for their pops. | 


| With the easing of the peak busi- 
ness, the majors have begun to 
show more interest in the r&b 
\ field again, 





BAND BIZ PERKS, MCA 


| REVAMPS COAST SETUP 


Hollywood, July 7. 
Upbeat in band biz on the Coast 
;and a brightened outlook for the 
‘future has led Music Corp. of 
America to reshuffle its one-night- 
ler department here. Bob Willding, 
who has been booking one-nighters 
'out of Dallas for some time, was 
brought in to head the one-nighter 
department here. Herb Groanour 
will replace Willding in Dallas. 
Agency now is lining up late 
summer dates for both Jerry Gray 
and Tex Beneke, who cross the 
| Rockies this month. Gray is set for 
a four-week date at the Palladium, 
opening July 21. 





Reshuffie in Chi 
Chicago, July 7. 

Top personnel of the small unit 
department at Chi's offices re- 
signed jast Friday ‘3), Dick Stev- 
ens to go into retirement, having 
served some 15 years with the or- 
' ganization, and Helen Kallman to 
‘accept another position. 
Augie Morin, of the Minneapolis 
‘office, has succeeded Stevens as 
' partment head. 





blues | 
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be | 
releasing such platters regularly. | 


The indies moved into the r&b | 


de- | 
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500,000 Sheet Sale Now Tops; Pubs 





| 
| Need a S 
MITES AN OLDIES eed a Smash to Show Profit 
ee ——————® The era of the 1,000,000 copy 
| Record companies are giving the seller has now faded completely 
| publishing industry an additional 12-Show Parlay into the past. Except for the 
ie; t ae Boston, July 7 ijphenomenal ‘Tennessee Waltz 
j Seenenes burn via demands fot A unique tune, containing | click of two years ago, which sold 
rates on rovalties. Already smart- the the mes of 12 different faround 2,000,000 copies, the top 
| ing from the seasonal sheet copy video show is beginning to hits have b@en stabilizing around 
sales slump and di kery requests tir some noise in Boston the 400,000 to 500,000 marke: 
for upped promotional outlays on Tune is titled CV Rhumba” “The Song from Moulin Rouge” 
itunes recorded, the pubs aren't and has been released by | is typical of the copy selling power 
|taking the royalty cut requests Mood Records with Bob Bach- | of the current top songs. Rated as 
| quietly—but they're taking it. | elder's band, a local crew. In- | a class song, “Moulin Rouge” has 
Biggest thorn in the side of the | terest in the number was | sold over 400,000 copies to date 
| pubs in the special rate situation sparked by a contest held by [even though it has been on the hit 
7? increasing practice of pubs to| disk jockey Norm Prescott, lists for over three months and in 
lask for deals on standard copy- involving identification of the the No. 1 spot for the past two 
lrights. Many pubs are willing to themes with the TV programs. months. It's expected that the song, 
go along with the diskeries on Bachelder originally sliced a Broadcast Music, Ine., publica- 
dipped rovalties on new. tunes the tune as an indie venture | tion, will hit 500,000 before it 
figuring it's worth the gamble to but sold the mastet to the | passes out of the picture. The disk 
| get a song kicked off but they feel Mood label Tune probably | sales on “Moulin Rouge, mean- 
| that the standards are solid ‘items sets a record for a split copy- | Sone have been much highei with 
land should be given maximum| "8ht since if had to get clear- | Percy Faith's version for Columbia 
lroyalty payoff. However, most of |  @"¢e from the publishers of | Records nearing the 1,000,000 
| the pubs are playing ball with the each theme. , | level. 
| diskeries on special deals for the | While publishers can make a 
| standards, figuring they're building * | handsome profit out of a 500,000 
|an alliance with the diskery and A ld Sha Shift ; copy seller, the stabilization of 
| stand a better chance for a waxing mo W sheet music sales at this figure 
| when they're up at bat with a new spotlights the economic plight of 


tune, 


The & 


artists & repertoire men 
generally cut the tune first and 
|} then ask for the dip. Request 


usually runs like this. “We've just 
{cut a song from your catalog. How 
|about settling for l!¥e instead of 
the usual 2c?” 
duction goes down to 114¢ or even 
lc. Pubs feel they're being hi- 


future relationship with the com- 
pany is in jeopardy if they refuse 
Also a refusal would probably re- 
sult in the shelving of the waxing 
and pub would lose out on a po- 
tential revival kick of his oldie. 

| Many pubs believe that a re- 
vamping of the 1909 Copyright 
Law, which set a 2c royalty tee on 
a waxing, would undo the evil 
The pubs claim that the law is out- 
moded and they would be in a 
stronger bargaining position with 
the record companies if they could 
make their own royalty deals on 
individual songs on an exclusive. 


Cowan Setting Up 
Own Pub-Diskery 


Louis G. Cowan Productions, 
‘radio packaging outfit, is moving 





of publishing and recording com- 
| panies. Publishing company is be- 
ing set up in Nashville, Tenn., to 
| handle hillbilly works. Operational 
|} details of both firms, however, 
| have not yet been set beyond the 
incorporation stage, 

| Cowan, currently in Europe, 
due to arrive back in the U.S. next 
{month when the music plans will 
| be implemented. Attorney Lee V 
Eastman handled the legal end of 
the companies’ formation. 


SCHWARTZ & DIETZ HAVE 
| MEDLEY, WILL TRAVEL 


| Importance of hinterland deejay 
j treks in disk exploitation is fur- 
; ther pointed up by the hop skedded 
for vet tunesmiths Arthur Schwartz 
and Howard Dietz. Although 
they've been’ tune-penning for 
| about 25 years, this will mark their 
jinitial excursion into the out-of- 
|} town d.j. orbit. The writers are hit- 
iting the road to plug their score 
ifrom the M-G-M Records sound- 
track album of “The Band Wagon.” 


Tour tees off in Boston July 13 
and winds in Chicago July 25. 


1S 





| RCA Pacts Mary Rose Bruce 





Mary Rose Bruce, a Coast song- | 


stress, has joined RCA _ Victor's 


talent stable and her first sides are | 


| due this month. 
| She was signed by Dave Kapp, 


; Sacks, the diskery’s topper. 


Sometimes the re- | 


jacked into acceptance since their | 


in the music biz with the formation 


administrative assistant to Manie |, 


most publishers. In bygone days, 
a mid-hit would sell in the neigh- 
borhood of 300,000 copies but to- 
day the average sales level has 
moved down so rapidly that pubs 
can't make any coin without hav- 
ing # smash. 

Royalties from disk sales, at 2¢ 
a tune split between publisher and 
writer, can't take the pubs off the 
economic hook. On a 1,000,000 disk 
seller, they get only $10,000 and 
| sometimes less when they have to 
deduct promotional expenses and 


Seen Cueing Major 


| 


Expansion at H&R 


Arnold Shaw, vice-prexy of | 
Duchess Music for the past four | 
‘years in Lou Levy's publishing op- | 
eration, moved over to Hill & 
Range this week as veepee and gen 
eral professional manager, Shaw's 


switch to the Aberbach brothers | give the diskers a cut royalty rate. 
‘Jean and Julian) is seen as the! As a result, performance coin 
forerunner of a Major expansion | from the American Society of Com- 


of H&R into the pop field. It has 


| posers, Authors & Publishers and 
long been dominant in the country | 

' 

! 


Broadcast Music, Inc. has been 
playing an increasingly important 
role in the financial considerations 
of the pubs. Without this coin, it's 
figured that the majority of firms 


& western field along with such 
firms as Acuff-Rose. 

Shaw will headquarter in New 
York and has been given authority 


to pick up tunes as well as placing | would have to close their doors, 
them with the disk companies.| [at's in marked contrast to the 
Meantime, Grelud Landon, H&R | days when performance coin was 


incidental to the profit from sheet 


exec on the Coast, was upped to| 
music sales, 


| vice president in charge of the| 
ifirm’s administration, H&R is a 
Broadcast Music, Inc., affiliate. The | 
Aberbachs also an ASCAP-licensed 
company, Alamo Music. 

Shaw, editor of the Joseph Schil- 
linger volumes on musical theory, 
is also a songwriter and novelist, 
his “The Money Song” having been 
| published earlier this year by Ran- 
|dom House. Before joining Levy, 
he worked for the Big Three com 
bine as promotion chief, 





BMI Grabs Rights to 
‘Jazz at Philharmonic’ 
As Potential Standards 


Moving into the fleld of jazz 
music, Broadcast Music, Ine., is 
wrapping up a deal with Norman 
Granz, promoter of the “Jazz At 
The Philharmonic” series, for ex- 
clusive rights to the JATP works, 
Most of these jazz pieces, publish- 
ed by Granz, are instrumentals 
| written by the jazzmen in the 

| Granz concert troupe. 
Hollywood, July 7. | These works are in the progres- 

Sammy Cahn settled his pro-!sive groove associated with the 
ducer-lyricist contract with War-|Granz concerts and have limited 
ners for an undisclosed sum and | performance value due to the fact 
checked off the lot to concentrate | that only a few disk jockeys pur- 
on songwriting for stage, films and | vey this type of jazz. But just as 
television. many current jazz standards orig- 

His last production on the lot | inated from the bandleaders and 
was “Three Sailors and a Girl.”’| sidemen of two and three decades 
During his stay at the Burbank | ago, it’s figured that many of the 


~ 


| 


CAHN BACK TO CLEFFING; | 


QUITS WB PROD. POS 





studio he also wrote lyrics for | jazz standards of the future will 
“Romance on the High Seas,” | emerge from JATP. 


“She's Working Her Way Through 


ae hr The Granz troupe has been the 
College” and “April in Paris.” 


most successful jazz package since 
he end of the war. Granz has 
toured his stable of instrumental- 


Col Inks Broc Peters, | sts grer the (US. and. throu 
Godfrey Talent Fin 


grosses. In addition, he has issued 
'a full catalog of JATP albums un- 

Broce Peters, Arthur 
‘Talent Scouts” show winner, has | 


Godfrey | der the Mercury label. 
been nabbed by Columbia Records | @? — 
to a disking deal. His initial sides, Sister Rosetta Set 
For New Decca Deal 


due to hit the market July 27, will 
be cut with The Four Lads, 
oe Mapes’ on Dene. Sister Rosetta Tharpe, top gos: 
| Destin’ Aide” He's being polo | pel singer on platters, has been re- 
by Hal Webman and Bernie Woods. pacted by Decca Records to a long- 
‘ie |term deal. She has been with the 
label since 1937 and her current 
pact expired at the end of this 


M-G-M Pacts Joel Grey | pact 


Comedian Joel Grey will break , 

| into the disk field as # crooner via Decca also inked Marion Caruso 

| M-G-M Records. to a recording deal. Miss Caruso 
Label inked Grey to an eight- kicked off “My Favorite Song’ last 

‘side deal, byear for an indie label in Philly. 
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Tnside Stuff—Music 


The click of Eddie Fisher's just released “With These Hands” on 
RCA Victor again falls in the orbit of you-can’t-keep-a-good-song-down. 
Not for long, anyway. “La Vie En Rose,” “April in Portugal” and “‘Sep- 
tember Song” are illustrations of solid tunes that, despite perverse 
lyrics (which had to be rewritten in the first two instances) or other 
reasons, finally broke through. “Hands,” although originally published 
by Ben Bloom and of American authorship (Benny Davis and Abner 
Silver) clicked first in England, where it was on the bestsellers for 10 
weeks under Ed Kassner Music reprint. The American-made Colum- 
bia platter by Nelson Eddy and Jo Stafford, achieved hitdom abroad, 


but Gidn’t catch on in the U. S. With the Fisher platter’s impetus, how- | 


ever. Col is reissuing both the Eddy-Stafford duet and a new solo by 
Johnnie Ray: and Decca rushed out Guy Lombardo’s version as a re- 
issue this week. 

The Victor version also was a delayed take of sorts. Manie Sacks 
wanted to see Mario Lanza make it but, when the latter got involved 
in his Metro studio hassle, it snafued other plans and Fisher finally 
disked it 


Music biz execs have been leaving their desks en masse the past 
couple of weeks for the golf greens at the drop of a testimonial or an 
artist’s invite. The play season teed off last month with the annual 
Fred Waring shindig at Shawnee, Pa., was followed up last week with 
the Perry Como golf tourney and testimonial at Garden City, L. a 
and will continue next Tuesday (14) with the Eddie Fisher fete for 
pubs and deejays at Grossinger’s, N. Y. The industry's summertime 
frolic is expected to wind up with the Music Publishers Contact Em- 
ployees Union golf tournament tentativels skedded for the last week 
in August. 


Pointing up the value of coin machine spins, RCA Victor artists & 
repertoire execs have installed a commercial jukebox in their Rocke- 
feller Center, N. Y., headquarters in order to audition disks before 
release. The coin machine is rigged to play acetates and the a&r staff 
are thus able to check such details as level and balance, from the juke 
angle, before pressing. 
have been held to correct flaws discovered on playing the acetates in 
the box 


Dave Kapp, who moved from RCA Victor's pop artists & repertoire 
spot.last month to become administrative assistant to Manie Sacks, 
the diskery’s chief, left his former post in “a blaze of gtory.’’ Most 
of Victor’s current topsellers were cut under the Kapp a&r regime, 
some of them directly under his supervision. Among these are Perry 
Como’s “No Other Love,” “Eddie Fisher's “I'm Walking Behind You,” 
Eartha Kitt's “C'est Si Bon” and the Ames Bros.’ “You, You, You.” 


Mitch Miller, Columbia Records artists & repertoire chief who is 
generally credited for starting the “new sounds” disk cycle with his 
horn and harpsichord backgrounds, has come up with a brand new 
instrument in the “orkon,” which is used on the new Mindy Carson 
“Honey-Darlin’”’ platter. The orkon, an invention of Eddie Powell, a 
longhair musician, sounds like a cross between a piccolo and a flute. 
Powell plays the thing on the Carson sides 


> 


The N. Y. Herald Tribune’s “Fresh Air Fund” campaign for under- 
privileged children has made a promotional tie-in with bandleader 
Elliot Lawrence and lyricist Bix Beichner on a new tune, “Take Them 
Out To The Country.” Lawrence is cutting the tune and Mike Jablons, 
the fund's flack, is lining up the radio-TV plugs for the number. The 
fund provides free vacations for needy kids. 


Rosemary Clooney, Columbia Records songstress who broke into the 
bigtime with her “Come On-A My House” click two summers ago, is 
repeating the Armenian tune formula with her new side, “Cheegah 
Choonem” (translated: I Haven't Got It”), written by Vahan Hovey and 
Sam Ward. Background for the new tune is the same as for “House,” 
with Jimmy Carroll's combo assisted by Stan Freeman ai the harpsi- 
chord. 


To meet request for inside info on record manufacturing from high 
school and college students, M-G-M Records has prepared a booklet 
tracing the history of platter from its inception to its sale. Tome is 
tagged “The Romance of A Record” and is sent out to the studes 
gratis. 


Plugging for Kicks 
Philadelphia, July 7. 


In several cases, additional recording sessions | 


Poll of Sales Methods 


For NAMM Convention 

In an effort to present iliac 
publisher thinking concerning deal- | 
er activities at the National Assn. | 
of Music Manufacturers Conven- 
tion in Chicago July 14, the Music | 
Publishers Assn., standard pub | 
group, mailed out a= series of 
queries to pubs last week under 
the overall heading of “What Do 
You Expect of the Music Dealer?” | 
Another questionnaire is being 
sent to dealers under the heading 
of “What Does The Music Store 
Owner Expect From His Sheet 
Music Department?” 


Standard Pubs Take | 
| 


The replies from pubs and deal- 
ers will be compiled and skedded 
for discussion at the convention. 
Pubs were asked not to divulge 
specific info concerning individual 
discounts, prices, etc. MPA stated | 
that it doesn’t want to know the | 
details of any individual firm's | 
policy, but was interested only in 
presenting a general picture of the 
thinking of the pubs as to what 
constitutes a good dealer. 

Questions were planned with 
two specific criteria by which a 
dealer can be evaluated: (1) the 
manner in which he stocks and 
purchases publications — how he 
makes published music available; | 
(2) the manner in which he pro- | 
motes music publications and pro-| 
vides music service for his com- 
munity—how he sells music. 


Dr. Louis L. Menaker, a den- 
tist, filed a $150,000 damage 
suit in local Common Pleas 
Court for injuries allegedly re- 
ceived in plugging his songs. 
Dr. Menaker claims that he 
was beaten on the head with 
a judo blow while giving two 
song manuscripts to. singer 
Joni James. She was making 
a personal appearance last 
April 17 at Ager'’s Home Fur- 
nishing Center. Ben Agre, a 
partner in the store, was 
named as defendant. Agre 
denied that he struck the den- 
tist. “We are old friends.”’ he 
said. “All I did was conduct 
him to the door.” 








Nearest Kenton Will 
Get to Brit. Is Eire 


London, July 7. 

Stan Kenton's orch, due to start 
its European tour Aug. 28, has 
been booked for an extra date at 
the Theatre Royal, 
Sept. 20. 

As things stand at the moment 
between the Musicians’ Union of 
Britain and the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, that is the near- 
est that Kenton will ever get to 
England, and already excursions 
are being organized from London 
and provincial cities 


Dublin, on, 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending June 27) 
London, July 1. 
Limelight ...... ... Bourne 
Moulin Rouge ..... Connelly 
I Believe ... .. Cinephonic 
I’m Walking Behind. .Maurice 


Hold Me See ig a Rea ee Mills 
NS SECTOR E CTE Leeds 
Downhearted .... New World 
Golden Coach....Box & Cox 


Black Eyed Susie Cinephonic 
Tell Me You're Mine. Chappell 
April in Portugal ....Sterling 
Windsor Waltz Reine 


Second 12 


Wonderful Copenhagen Morris 


Talk To the Trees Chappel 
Happy Day Chappel 
| Hot Toddy . Aberbach 
Celebration Rag Wood 
Doggie in Window Connelly 
Have You Heard F.D. & H. 
Queen of Tonga Connelly 
Coronation Rag F.D. & H. 
Cheatin’ Heart Wood 
Little Red Monkey Robbins 


Tell Me a Story Cinephonic 





Band Reviews 





FRANKIE REMLEY ORCH (7) 
With Lynn Marshall 
Roosevelt Hotel, Hollywood 
Obviously working on the theory 
that there's steady, though not 
sensational, returns in a_ small 
band with a definite dance beat, 
guitarist Frankie Remley is front- 
ing a seven-piece combo that 
neatly meets the requirements in 
the smaller dine and dance palaces 
Repeated use of Remley’s name on 
the Phil Harris-Alice Faye show 


also gives him an added exploita- | 
lacking in| 


tion factor generally 
outfits of this kind. 
The accent is on the rhythm sec- 
tion, with Remley’s lefthanded gui- 
taring keying the melody. Arrange- 
ments by the outfit’s pianist, Peter 
| Lance, bypass any “new sound” or 
gimmick treatment and are aimed 
straight at the toes. The result is a 
program that keeps the _ floor 
crowded and has the inveterate 
table-sitter tapping his toes. 
Well-stocked library is carefully 
handled and Remley wisely pro- 
vides plenty of time for terping by 
seguing from one tune to another 
in medley fashion for most of each 
set so that there's little interrup- 
tion. Piano, bass, drum, one brass 
and two reeds back the guitar work 
and some of the sidemen occasion- 


ally join in for a vocal stint that 


revolves around sly lyrics. 

Regular vocalist is Lynn 
who meshes neatly with the band. 
Gal has an easy voice and manner 
|}and makes the most of her spot- 
| light chores. Kap. 


JOE VERA ORCH (4) 
| Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City 

In a recent major shuffle of its 
dining - entertainment facilities 
Hotel Muehlebach closed its Ter- 
race Grill on the downstairs level 
and brought a dinner-dance policy 
into effect in its very chic Cafe 
Picardy on the street level. To in- 
augurate this policy (no cover, no 
minimum), it brought in Joe Vera, 
| a handy man at the ivories, with a 
four piece unit—piano, trumpet, 
string bass, drums. 

Vera is known locally from sev- 
eral stands with compact, rhythmic 
| combos, and present unit lives up 
to standard he generally represents. 
| He’s especially adept at the key- 

board in his own right. and has 
surrounded himself wiih crew of 
outstanding sidemen — Danny 
, O'Connor on trumpet, Reuben Gar- 


cia on string bass and Thad Van | 


on drums. 


| _The Vera crew offers pop tunes, 
| dinner music, old faves and sprin- 
kles its output generously with 
| Latin rhythms. Added fillips vo- 
| cally are added by O'Connor who 
‘sings the blues and rhythm num- 
bers and Van who warbles a sweet 
ballad now and then. 


While its all well knit, Vera’s 


= keyboard work is outstanding and 


center piece for the musical activi- 
ties, and arrangements pretty much 
give the play to the piano. 

Hotel keeps the room lively with 

Louise (Stone) & Marion (Boyden) 
on violin and piano, alternating 
with the Vera crew. Girl duo plays 
| for the early diners, and vies with 
Vera until the late evening, leav- 
ing it to the four-piece outfit to 
close the room. 
_ Under this combination Picardy 
is getting a good play from the 
dinner-dance crowd and policy is 
one likely to continue for some 
time. Quin. 





Nacio Porter Brown, son of vet 
songsmith Nacio Herb’ Brown, 


by Patricia and Kahl Music firms. 


Mar- | 
| Shall, a canary new to the band biz, | 


—ty 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Inder, 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 
i'l Director, Alphabetically listed. 


Survey Week of June 26-July 2, 1953 
(Listed Alphabetically) 


Ty gO Se ee ee eee ere ee ee eee Berlin 
ANBO——T ARMS 2ccvctedonees ee Pere re re CTT Tee Hollis 

April In Portugal .....cccccccsscccccccseseccsons Chappell 

ONE hg Aeris ere ree eres Mills 

Big Mamou : ee eee reer er. Peer 

Call Of The Faraway Hills—t*‘‘Shane” ........... Famous 

Granada bch ieee khan ee eaeees Peer 

it Bee Bien BARE cdc hace e wes oad se0 es ee Os Robbins 

I Believe ; ere erir Ter Ty eee eT eS Cromwell 

i I Love You A MIGUGIOIM 22 cicceecnsesecencrgs Feist 


I'm Walkie Benind YOR ... .accceecsisessiocece Leeds 


Is It Any Wonder Resan eek nee ae .. Midway 
Jeet BRU PO 2g noc ca cincecececeeecenccees Frank 
Keep It Gay—***Me And Juliet” .........22eeeeees Williamson 
RReTa WeeteeT BEGIN” on kc te ctanaseredesonswecs BVC 

My LaGy LONGEST DMMCE . .. cevwaccesssrasecsees United 

My One And Only HEASt .. . os cccccccccccvsccesen Roncom 
Nearness Of You bc ou wsekceedaeadek dh rar Rca a ae OT ane Famous 
No Other Love—*"Me And Juliet” .......cccccee. Williamson 
RE SS rere rrr ree ere ee La Salle 
Pretend <a “ See ibaa ita a Brandom 
Return To Paradise—‘‘‘Return To Paradise” ...... Remick 
eos SN ROUT ok 6 6 ocd 4548 Hoe eba se Santee Miller 

Say Si Si A PARE oer et eer ere Marks 

eM ae we a 0 arr eed oe Blue Rive 
Send My Baby Back To Me ............ . Morris 
Seven Lonely Days peeing ee... Jefferson 
Song From Moulin Rouge-—i‘‘Moulin Rouge” ..... Broadcast 
Vaya Con Dios SNE ee ort atd sentc ia uteri eveyone etereatie. a Ardmore 
OE SC RTRS  SROOES 4 0805 64. E86 as ON. ORC Acuff-R 





Ret) oe A 5,2. Ke ye teat ana a tara ana a an Broadcast 


PION VOUS DO" "CONAN 6c S iS See 4b COS eRe Chappell 
Breeze Baad ee RIC ee eee ere ee eee ee Leeds 
Broken Wings ... pitta Kod Cahn e eae ws Saale Shapiro-B 

C'est Magnifique—*"Can-Can” 64... 6s-we esis cccese ae Chappell 
Coquette PUR OORT CRT CR eer ere ae Feist 
Pere TO ele WREIOW 35.60.0400 c0.05 00 N OS OwW eee Santly-J 
eee, ee ee a oh -3? a hassce da os Wer MOA a a ae een Vesta 

He Loves Me .... Tee Te TR Cee Tee Granson 
Be ea Oo oS |. a er Chappell 
Into Each Life Some Rain Must Fall ............. Pickwick 

It’s All Right With Me—**‘Can-Can” .............. Chappell 
Marriage Type Love—*'*Me And Juliet” .......... Williamson 
Re AOE B54 6084.6 KOR Ge Sees e See eae Sheldon 


Oo EE 248 Ae rae eae eae oe ee a ete ee Feist 
RN ett ss sh: Sithokravie esechia ie BRE AK HE a ROR Lion 


da | Oke ee eT 
Something Wonderful Happens . oer eee ee Johnstone-M 
Terry’s Theme From Limelight—i“Limelight” ..... Bourne 
NN 5555.54.51 WAR GOL FD $a 5-5 A's in OR BVC 
ID. oi5.5.k acy Scie ev hod wrRasis ao Ee Rae EE Mellin 


Top 10 Songs On TV 


(Listed Alphabetically) 


April In Portugal 


Chappell 
Big Mamou 


CLEP TEAIOEOLECERDOE CHEERS GEES OS OOK Peer 
ED. 5. 5 5.5. 5: bh inioy See Gs Wk A AORTA Erwin-H 

EN NOS <v5.6:d26 bw 6 ORO ES EKER SE bee ROKR ORE ewe end BVC 

PE WOE EON:. 555k 5 KE 4 a8 CREOTNOCERR SED CDEDA Montclare 
I Believe ..... LATE SHADED E AED CEE EEE ORAS OER Cromwell 
fo Mg er ne ee Mills 

i see RRNA + 46S be OTN ORE DEERE Ree. Miller 

ae eR a er Blue River 
DONS POM BOUIN OURS ik 6k 66605066 %40400%68%0 68 Broadcast 
VEO Se BOO 5 54s a bearkadnenbecbabesees Ardmore 


Five Top Standards 


(More In Case of Ties) é 
OMEN 55 'o4 00.8 5, 4745005 4s hE aa aeeeed cau at Shapiro-B 





Hallelujah ..... ite interes eta etn Ree eee ewe .... Harms 
Do See DAO TAD 2 UO is a sc keweadcedxeadeciiiiag National 
In The Good Old Summertime ..... eae: Pere ree Marks 
Oh Lady Be Good LER Cowal chee eR: Harms 





+ Filmusical. * Legit musical. 














Mills Pacts Perkins 


Composer Frank Perkins has 
| been inked to an exclusive cleffer’s 
| pact by Mills Music. Deal continues 
| pubbery’s plan to bolster its educa- 
| tional and standard catalogs with 
| writer tieups. Similar 
cently was inked with Don Gillis. 

Perkins, who broke into the 
_music biz with Mills in the 1930s 
|as an arranger-composer, has been 
| working on film scores on the Coast 
,for the past several years. Inci- 
dentally, four instrumental sides 
|independently waxed by Perkins 
| have been picked up for release by 
| Decca Records. 


| Global Plug for ‘Johnny’ 


“Johnny (Is The Boy For Me),” 
tune published in the U.S. by Les 
Paul & Mary Ford’s firm, Iris Mu- 

| sic, is getting a solid global cover- 
| age. World rights to the song re- 
, cently were picked up by E. B. 
| Marks Music and already has been 
sold in England, Canada, Australia 
and several countries in Europe 
and South America. 


Tune was penned by Les Paul, 








to enable | signed to an exclusive cleffer's deal | Marcel Stillman and Paddy Rob- 
' jazz fans to hear Kenton, 


erts, 


pact re- 


| Pluggers Union Okays 


| New Bylaw Amendments 
Revisions in the Music Publisi- 
ers Contact Employees Union con- 
stitution were unanimously a) 
proved by the pluggers at a ger- 
| eral meeting last week. New by- 
| laws had been drawn up by t'? 
| MPCE exec board several montlis 


| 





| 
| 


| Constitutional revisions includ? 
|new method of electing office's 
\(odd years for officers and even 
years for council), and an increas? 
in the membership of the exec 
council from 10 to 13. New by- 
laws also set down ruling that 2! 
/nominations must be by petition 
signed by 25 MPCE members. A®- 
other bylaw highpoint is decision 
to allow a plugger who withdraw 
from the union to continue his 
$1,000 insurance policy yith pay- 
ments of $18 annually. 





Claude Thornhill band plays * 
one nighter today (Wed.) at tis 
Longhorn Ranch House. Dallas 


Tony Pastor crew is due in at tie 
spot July 22. 
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Petrillo Bypasses Brit. 
Tooter Execs But Hints 
A Reciprocal Agreement 


London, July 7. 
During his 48-hour stopover in 
London, last week on his way for 
a trade union convention in Stock- | 
holm, James C. Petrillo, prez of | 
the American Federation of Mu- 
had no contact with the 





eicians, 4 
British Musician’s Union despite | 
the faet that, on arrival, he inti- 


mated he was prepared to negoti- 
ate a reciprocal pact for the ex- 
change of combos. Instead of of- 
ficial talks, the U. S. union topper 
spent most of his time on a sight- 
seeing tour with his grandchildren 
who had accompanied him for the 
ride 

The failure of a rapprochement 
caused considerable heartburn 
among British musieians, many of 
whom hoped that the visit would 
be a pre'ude to resolving the long- 
standing ban operated by the two 
organizations. From the outset, | 
however, the Musicians Union re- 
mained aloof and made no effort 
to establish contact with Petrillo. 

An MU official told VARIETY, 
‘If Petrillo wants to speak to us 
he knows where to find us.’ Har 
die Rateliffe, the general secretary, 
said that when he knew that Pe- 
trillo was to attend the Stockholm 
Congress, he wrote at the end of 
May asking whether he would 
break his journey in. London so 
that they could discuss some im- 
portant subjects. Right up to- the 
hour of his arrival in London, 
they had received no information 
about his visit and had been told 
by the American Embassy he was 
going direct to Sweden. 

On his arrival at Southampton, 
Petrillo said that a reciprocal ex- 
change could start immediately 
which would permit British bands 
to play in the States and U. S. 
aggregations to perform in Britain 
He asserted he was in a position 
io give an immediate okay if the 
MU secretary had sufficient power 
to negotiate. He reckoned the 
whole problem could be resolved 
Within an hour. 


Petrillo admitted there had been 
ho previous arrangement for a 
meeting, but assured the scribes 
that a gct-together would be ef- 
fected. He agreed that the AFM 
had always been opposed to the 
entry of foreign musicians because 
it was not only a case of opening 
the doers to the British but to 
every other country as well. 

Petrille conceded that the AFM 
owed a debt of gratitude to British 
musicians who refused to blackleg 
during the 27 months there mem- 
bers were on strike against the 
American recording companies. 
“They could have hooked the mar- 
ket,” he said, “but didn't. They 
laid off «nd we won the fight.” 


— } 





Dankworth Forming 


20-Piece Brit. Band 


London, June 30. 

Johnny Dankwoerth, Britain's top 
small combo leader, is breaking up 
his seven-piece outfit to form a 20- 
piece orch. Dankworth is an alto 
Sax player who has won all the 
trade-paper polls for the past three 
years. 

Star men are being engaged for 
the new crew, which is to have a 
publicity and advertising sendoff 
on American lines. There is plenty 
of financial backing for the project, 
since Dankworth’s name is high 
here. Instrumentation will be eight 
brass, five saxes, three rhythm and 
three vocalists fone girl and two 
boys). Debut of the new orch is 
at the Astoria Ballroom, Notting- 
ham, Oct. 23, with some one-niters 
followed by a two-weeks’ season 
at Green’s Ballroom, Glasgow. 





Ohio’s Biggest Dance 
For Sesqui Blowout 


Columbus, O., July 7. 
Largest bal! in Ohio's history is 
being planned as part of the s¢s- 
guicentennial eelebration, and will 
be held Aug. 27, in four ballrooms 


in two Columbus hotels. The date | 


is the same as the opener of Paul 
Green's historical play-pageant, 
‘The 17th Star,” in the Chio State 
Fairgrounds, Columbus. 

Both the junior and senior ball- 
rooms of the Neil House and the 
large ballroom and Ionian Room 
of the Deshler-Wallick Hotel will 
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POSITIONS 


This Last 
Week Week 
] 2 
2 ] 
3 . 
4 3 
5 7 
6 5 

7 
8 8 
9 g 
10 _ 
POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week 
] 1 
2 2 
3 3 
4 4 
3 5 
6 6 
7 
8 i) 
9 g 
10 8 


Coin Machines 


veloped from the ratio of points scored 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 


EDDIE 
PERCY FAITH (Columbia) 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 


PEE WEE HUNT (Capitol) 


VARIETY Scoreboard 
TOP TALENT AND TUNES 


ae — 


Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 1 


Encompassing the Three Major Outlets H 


Retail Disks 


as Published in the Current Issue 


TALENT 


ARTIST AND LABEL 


FISHER § (Victor) 


LES BAXTER (Capitol) 
LES PAUL-MARY FORD (Capitol) 


(Dot) 


RICHARD HAYMAN (Mercury) 
KAY STARR (Capitol) 

FRANK CHACKSFIELD 
HILLTOPPERS 


(London) 


oe eer ee eee e een eee 


see ee eee eee eres 


Retail Sheet Music 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder is 
arrived at under a@ statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALI 
two ways in the case of talent (disks. coin machines), 


which are exclusive 
IMPACT de- 


TUNE 
\I'm Walking Behind You 
}With These Hands 
Sony from Moulin Rouge 
(Say You're Mine Again 
{My One & Only Heart 
No Other Love 
April in Portujal 
\Vaya Con Dios 
/ Johnny 





Ruby 

\ Allez-Vous-En 

jHalf a Photograph 
Limelight Theme 
{(P.S. | Love You 

jI’d Rather Die Young 
(Oh! 


}San 
TUNES 
(*ASCAP. +BMI) 

TUNE PUBLISHER 
‘SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGI Broadcast 
“IM WALKING BEHIND YOU Leeds 
*APRIL IN PORTUGAL..........<...... Chappell 
I. he a oe as Oa 4s dhe URS Od 64 OS OER R OR ER CR ONeaN Miller 
*] BELIEVE . ned Cromwell 
}SAY YOU'RE MINE AGAIN .. Meridian 
es ih ck a bag ek ne beh Se WERE 0085) OSC RRRO ORS Ardmore 
~ |. jf SRP ee ree eee Bourne 
Ss re et btnsihetendenes Williamson 
ee ee eee Brandom 


N.Y. Appellate Court 
Upholds AFM Right To 
Enforce Mgr.’s 10%, Cut 


Albany, July 7. 

The N. Y. Appellate Division, in 
unanimous decision last week, re- 
versed an order by Supreme Court 
Justice Harry J. Schirick granting 
a temporary injunction to Haven 
Johnson, former pianist at the 21 
Club here, restraining the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians from 
suspending or removing him from 
membership 


The injunction was originally 
eranted against the AFM, which 
threatened to suspend Johnson 


tor his refusal to continue “In- 


definitely,” paying 10° of a week- 
v $150 salary to Columbia Enter 
ainment Bureau. Johnson stopped 
after paying a total of $350 in 24 
weeks 


lhe pianist contended the agree- 
ment called for payments “too 
much and too long,” in violation of 
a state law limiting agency com- 
missions to 5° for 10 weeks. 
Agrecing with this claim, Justice 
Schirick held the disputed contract 
was a “clear and flagrant violation 
of the statute and policy of this 
state.” 


The Appellate Division, however, 
In a oVO-word decision, said that 
“the by-laws of the Federation, to 
which plaintiff subseribed and by 
the terms of which he is bound, 
require that any controversy be- 
tween a booking agent and a mem- 
ber be submitted to the arbitration 
of a committee of the defendant 
Federation and that the decision 
hould be final and binding. The 
booking agent also was bound by 
this agreement to arbitrate by an 
agreeinent with the defendant in 
writing 

The high iribunal continued that 
whether the agreement to pay the 
10°) commission was valid or Iin- 


valid “depended on what the book- 
ing agent was obligated to do for 
plaintiff,” If the agent was to 


“manage plaintiff or to guarantee a 
certain income, the agreement to 
pay 10° commission might be 
valid.” 

“There is proof,’ continued the 
unanimous decision, “that the by- 
laws of the Federation, to which 
both plaintiff! and the booking 
agent could be held on this record 
lo have bound themselves, required 
the booking ayvent to provide man- 
agement for plaintiff and to pro- 
vide working engagements for at 
least 40 wecks a vear under a care- 
fully graded period for two years, 
Thus, there was present an open 
and arbitrable question as to the 
validity of the contract under the 
N. Y. Statute and it is one over 
which the arbitrators had jurisdie- 
tion.” 


The Appettate Division conclud- 
ed that, “No proceeding to remove 
the plaintiff has been instituted. 
The Federation's rules provide 
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ee ele lalziglslZifl ed! e 
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oe Sele g/elgizlgialels 2 4 
This Last sie isisel|- Zilels Ele|s cl 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher 2 Ff = | a ZIELEAl2Z 1s ¢ Sis 
1 1 +Moulin Rouge ‘Broadcast)...... 2 1 1 =. - > + ws © § foe 
2 3  *April in Portugal (Chappell) 2s oe eo . 8 ek eS US Se 
3 2 *%I'm Walking Behind You leeds. 4 3 10 3 3 5 2 5 2 4 #1 2 88 
4  @& *I Believe (Cromwell)........... [ey +a © 2 So 8 § GY 
5 5 ‘Ruby (Miller)................-. '.s © € £ © ¢ 6 EF tt 
6 6 ‘*Pretend ‘Brandom)...........-. 6 6 8 i0 .. 8 8 7 8 30 
7 8 +Say You’re Mine (Meridian) 8 ae i) _ 10 9 8 3 27 
“e 9 t¥Your Cheatin’ Heart (Acuff-R)... 7 10 2 .. 7 10 .. 6 .. .. .. 26 
9 10 ‘*Just Another Polka ‘Frank).... 6 .. 4 6 8 10. 9 10 22 
iO il “No Other Love Williamson).... 5 .. 7 .. .. 3 ere 20 
11 9 *Seven Lonely Days (Jefferson) . 10 6 5... 7 8 #19 
iz .. *Limelight Theme (Bourne)...... 9 8 . .. 7 11 
3 19 *Nearness of You (Famous)...... ae “" 6 7 + 9 
fc ~, SWVaya Con Dios (Ardmore)...... 10 os 4 eae Maer aes : 


fully for a hearing and review be- 
fore discipline against a member 
can be effected and no good case 
has been made out for judicial in- 
terference with the internal con- 
trol by the Federation over plain- 
tiff’'s membership at this stage of 
the controversy.” 


Stabile Wants to Aid 
Anglo-U. S. Reciprocity 


London, June 30. 

Dick Stabile, bandleader for the 
Martin & Lewis show currently at 
the London Palladium, is prepared 
to play concerts here and will do- 
nate his fees towards the cost of 
‘transporting the Ted Heath Orch 
ito the U. S. 
| Stabile said he feels strongly 
about the lack of reciprocity be- 
i} tween British and American dance 
bands. If the pending offer for 
Britain's ‘Ted Heath to do cuffo 
concerts at Carnegie Hall in N. Y. 
comes through, Stabile wants to 
kick in towards the heavy transport 
cost, reckoned at $11,200, which so 
far is proving a stumbling block 
to the negotiations. 


‘Mitch Miller East, But 
- Due Back on Coast Again 


Mitch Miller. Columbia artists & 
repertoire topper, has returned to 
|New York for a couple of days 
| after a three-week stay on the 
Coast but returns back to Holly- 
lwood next week for additional 
| recording sessions there. 
| Miller also has been mapping 
ifuture releases with Paul Westen. 








be used for the Ohio Sesqui Bal.) gg 


Col'’s Coast director. 
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listen... 
you will hear his 
greatest record! 


lf You Were Mine - Song of India 


10/49-4209 






a 





54 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, July 8, 1953 








On the 


Upbeat | 


‘ 





New York 


Ronald Wise, Mercury Records 
classical division sales and promo- 
two-month 


tion rep, back from a 
jaunt through the south and mid- 
west Pianist Billy Taylor 
penned tome on arranging for 
the Hansen Mu Publishing Co 
Jo Ann Tolley into the Bolero 
Club. Wildwood N. J July 18 
Fran Warren bev i two COCK 
“ngagement at the Chicago The 
atre, Chi, Ju 24 Gisele Mac 
K “nzie, Capitol rush back in 
N y ior yu t radio ot 
Pianist Arlene Nover current! it 
fob Olin’ R surant, N. ¥ 
Jack Ward, ieacured organist fol 
NBC the past 13 year began an 
indetinitesenvagement at the Rain- 
bow Room, N. Y., Saturday (4) 


Thrush Wanda Merrell currently at 
the Club Twenty-One, Toronto 

Crooner Pat Terry and disk flack 
Morris Diamond out on a promo 
tion trek through the. midwest 
Al Calder hitting the major cits 
deejays for Tommy Prisco on King 


Chicago 
Russ Morgan inked for 
Ballroom 7-Aug. 16. 
Howard into Aragon 
Aug. 18 for four stanzas . 
King booked at Palmer House 
from July 30 to Nov. 18 
Frankie Carle doing one-nighters 
in the territory through July and 
August . Louis Armstrong stag 
ing consecutive — birthday 
party Nolte, July 4. Ted 
Weems into Steel Pier, Atlantic 
City, on Au. 7 for single frame 
: Shep Fields takes over Claridge 
Holel Memophi Aug. 7 for fort- 
night Chorlie Fisk doing four 
frames at Rice Hotel in Houston 
beginning Ju'y 16 
Tiny Hill last week hit percen- 
tave six out of seven nights on 
one-nighter in midwest 
Sauter-Finegan touring in August 
Freddy Martin into Roosevelt 
Hotel, New Orleans, Aug. 27 for 
four stanzas Guy Lombardo 
playing Indiana State Fair, In- 
dianapolis Sept 3-6 Teddy 
Phillips to Houston, Tex for 
Ahepa Nationa! Convention from 
Aug. 16-22 Charlie Spivak into 
Steel Pie Atlantic City, Aug. 21 
for one-weeket Tommy Tucker 
on tour in Atigust Bob Craig 
doing two fram Towne Hotel, 
Milwaukee, beginning July 6, fol- 
lowed by Fran McKenna for two 
weeks beginning July 20) and 
then by Bela Babi for four trames 
s'arting Aug. 3 . Dominoes into 
Wilhurst Country Club, Denver, 
July 16, for fortnight 
Jan Garber 
territory before 


Trianon 
Eddie 
Ballroom 
. Henry 


July 


third 
at Blue 


doing 1-niters in 
opening Claridge 
Hlotel, Memphis. for two rounds 
Aug. 21 Raiph Flanagan 
into Lakeside Park, Denver, July 
29 for two Jay Allen = quartet 
held over indefinitely at Combo 
Club, Peoria, Hl Tony Pastor 
enters Peabody, Memphis, July 25 


for eight davs 
hooked for two rounds at Fazio’s. 
beginning July 10 


Milwaukee 


bows | 


Beachcombers Woody Herman (31) . 
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ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


| 
{then to Eddie’s Restaurant, De-| 
roit, July 24 for two more.. | 
Frankie Yankovic touring territory | 
in July on  one-nighters ..Hal | 
McIntyre opens Edgewater Beach, 


Chi, Aug. 14 for four stanzas 
Pee Wee Hunt takes over Colonial 
Hotel, Rochester, July 27 for two: 
weeker 
Leo Peeper inked for Cavaliet 
Hotel, Virginia Beach, Va., begin- 
ning July 31 for single frame 
Billy May opens Lakeside Park 
Denver, Aug. 26 for fortnighter 
Art Castle touring midwest in July 
Danny Belloc into Melody, Mil- 
iukee, July 16 for balgnce of 
onth Silhouettes to Esquire 
Dayton. July 20 for three rounds 
Johnny Dale Trio booked foi 
14 weeks beginning Aug. 4 at Cov- 


ered Wagon, Detroit. 


Boston 
Jimmy McHale orch set for sum- | 
mer at Cliff Hotel... George Wein 


reopened bis summer Storyville at 
the Oceanside Hotel, Magnolia ; 
The George Poor Quartet into 
Hawthorne Casino, Gloucester, for 
the summet Jimmy Catine re 
turned to Provincetown’'s Lobster 
Pot for the seventh season 


Bassist Mel Peabody into the pit 
band at Cohassett Music Circus. . 
Pianist Tommy Connolly joined 
Marry Fink’s Trio at Hawthfrne 
Inn 


Pittsburgh 

Ralph Marterie’s one-nighter at 
West View Park has been pushed 
up two weeks from July 1 to 7. 
He'll be followed two nights later 
by Sauter-Finegan band . Joyce 
| Lee Davis, daughter of Hal Davis, 
president of Local 60 of the musi- | 
cians union, is acting ingenue parts | 
this summer at the Little Lake 
Theatre. She just got home afier 
a year’s study at the Neighborhood 


Playhouse in New York. Nelson 
Maples and his piano into Bill 
Green's cocktail lounge for a run. 


Les Brown's band added to sched- 


ule of summer one-nighters at 
West View Park's Danceland. | 
Brown comes in July 22 Nel- 
son Maples closes at Bill Green's 
cocktain lounge Saturday (11), 
when room itself will fold until 
new shopping center is built on 
site It'll house another Green 


cocktailery Harry Bigley is 
new guitarist with Howdy Baum 
Trio at Eddie Aschner’s Club . 


| Tiny Wolfe orch option picked up 


at Copa... Joe Negri trio signed 
| to play for Buzz Aston and Bill 
Hinds in a new five-times-a-week 


' 
;evening teevee show they're 


aunching on WDTV July 22. 
| Omaha 
Set for Peony Park here this 


month are Tony Bradley (8-9), Les 
Brown (10), Frankie Carle (11), 
Jan Garber (17-19), Ralph Flana- 
gan (23), Shep Fields (24-26) and 


Pat Delaney heldover at White 
Horse Inn of Regis Hotel . .-. New- 
jcomers in are Jimmy = Steuert 


band at Club Reno and Dave Husky 























. Organist | 


}orch at Ballerina . Booked for 
j ferrytown Arena, Scottsbluff, Neb., 
are Adolph Lessor July 11, Jan 
Garber, July 21, Ralph Marterie, 
Aug. 5, Bob Calame. Labor Day, 
the Dorsey Bros., Sept. 14, and | 


Skinny Ennis, Sept. 21. 


Dallas 


| 


Beverly Stull into Burgundy | 
Room of Adolphus Hotel... Col- 
ony Club gets Johnnie Bachemin 


crew for fortnight starting July 14. 
. Dornan Bros. set for July 13 
opening at Baker Hotel’s Mural 
Room, with the Mary Kaye trio fol- 
|} lowing July 30 for two weeks 
‘Jan Garber orch and unit pacted 
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BILL HALEY (Essex) 
18 17 £4x“Crazy, Man, Crazy” ae at ss @ MD .. ; 9 
RUSTY DRAPER (Mercury) 
19 17 “Gambler's Guitar” _9 8 8 ; g 
FREDDY MARTIN (Victor 
20 “April in Portugal” a ed 5 6 
ra 4 | 2 | 3 4 l 5 
| ME & JULIET |  CAN-CAN MUSIC FOR LOVERS WONDERFUL TOW? VICTOR PRESENTS 
F I V E T O Pp Broadway Cast Broudway Cast ONLY Broadway Cast | EARTHA KITT 
} p | 
Victor | Capitol Jackie Gleason | Decca | Victor 
OC 1012 S 452 Capitol DL 9010 | EPB 3062 
A L B U M S$ EOC 1012 EDM 452 H-352 DA 937 LPM 3062 
| Loc 1012 9-391 
EOA 458 i 














for Sept. 28-Oct. 8 date . Ray 
McKinley orch plays a Sunday (12) 
one-nighter at Longhorn Ranch, | 
where solo stops are set for Ralph 
Flanagan orch, Aug. 24, and Ralph 
Marterie’s crew, Sept. 9. Spot has 
Claude Thornhill Orch on the stand 
tonight (Wed.) ... Herb Gronauer, | 
MCA band booker, in to replace 
Bob Willding, who was transferred 
to the Coast office. 


Diskers’ Benefit Date 
Clicks in Cleveland 


oo 


Cleveland, July 7. 

Percy Faith, the Les Paul-Mary 
Ford team and Darrell Glenn 
proved to be hot drawing names 
in a outdoor pop concert for teen- 
agers, first of its kind staged here 
by WERE and Bill Randle, disk 
jockey, as a benefit for the Cleve- 
land Council on Community Nurs- 
ing. Jamboree of recording artists 
pulled crowd of about 9,000, gross- 
ing a reported $17,000 in the su- 
burban Shaw Stadium There 
were a lot of technical bugs, in- 
cluding mosquitos, temperamental 


amplitving system and persistent 
echoes that bounced around the 
athletic field to the distress of 
Faith, conducting a 48-piece or- 


chestra bill. 


Paul-Ford duo got sizzling ova- 
tions, with second palm-beating 
honers going to Glenn, 17-year-old 


for the seven-act 


folk singer on “Crying in the 
Chapel.” Show also co-featured 
Eileen Barton, Lou Ann Simms 
Gene LaMarca, Cleveland accord-: 


ionist, and the Hilltoppers. 


Randle, who acted as emcee, pro- 
moted the concert but was so wor- 


iried about possibility of being 
|rained out that WERE took over 
| the official sponsorship Station 
bought rain insurance but it was | 
not needed. | 


RCA VICTOR SETS A&R | 


CHIEF FOR ITALY SETUP. 


RCA Victor is shaping up its pro- 
jected fall launching of its new 
Italian plant with the appointment 
of Giorgio Nataletti as artists & 
repertoire chief for that country. 
Nataletti, who will work under Joe 
Biondo, Victor’s general manager 
in Italy, was formerly associated 
with the Italian state-owned broad- 
casting system which controls most 
of the country’s disk artists. 

Victor’s a&r chief for Spain will 
be named later. Gabrielle Soria, | 
tormer vet film producer and dis- 
tributor, heads RCA’s operation in 


| 


Spain, which will include the 
manufacture of radio-TV sets as 
well as disks. 


Palladium, N.Y., Pacts | 
2 Bands for One Year 


The Palladium Ballroom, N. Y.. 
has signed two bands on a year- | 
round basis. Tito Rodriguez's con- | 
tract went into effect this month | 
and Tito Puente’s pact is effective | 
as of Sept. 1. 

Both contracts are non-cancell- 
able, according to Leonard Green. 
Mercury Artists Corp. prexy, who | 
made the deal. 


‘ 
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RECORDS 


“The finest sound on record” 














Gladys Shelly & Abner Silver's 


HOW DID 
HE LOOK 


Recorded by FELICIA SANDERS 
with PERCY FAITH’s Orch. 


LINCOLN MUSIC CORP. 
160 Central Park South, New York 
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23D ANNUAL GERSHWIN 
NIGHT AT N.Y. STADIUM 


stadium Concerts will offer its 
»2,1 annual George Gershwin Night 
- + Thursday evening (16), and 
.. eighth annual Italian Night 
caturday, July 18, at Lewisohn 
Sti dium, N.Y. 

Oscar Levant will be soloist for 

» Gershwin ‘program, 
both the “Rhapsody in Blue” and 


Piano Concerto, while Alex Smal- | 
will conduct. Alfredo Anton- | 


| baton for Italian Night, 

veral name soloists listed. 
1 concert will mark Lev- 

rst N.Y. appearance since 

f his American Federation 

icians suspension by prez 
Petrillo. 


Local 47, Palladium 


In Standby Dispute. 


Hollywood, July 7. 


Musicians Local 47 here has sug- | 


ected that the Palladium, one of 
e last western strongholds for 
ng bands, pay standbys when 


attractions are used on club} 
ferpery occasionally sells 


for a night to private parties 
whatever name band is cur- 


It's for these “no public al- 
jowed” shindigs that Local 47 
wants standbys. Talks have been 
held between local prexy John te 
Groen and Palladium manager 
Sterling Way. They will be re- 

ned this week. 





Tony Pastor, Ray McKinley 


Added to Decca Roster 
Decea Records has enlarged its 
pop band roster with the addition 
of the Tony Pastor and Ray Mc- 
Kinley crews. Pastor formerly cut 
for Columbia while McKinley had 
been without a disk affiliation for 

e vears. 

Signings were the first to be 
made by Milt Gabler since taking 
over Decca’s artists & repertoire 
spot a month ago. 


MPCE to Assess Pubs 


a move to raise finances, the 
ic Publishers Contact Em- 
plovees Union has mapped out a 
plan to assess publishing firms for 
the gathering of “sheets” and 





dates.” In the past MPCE has | 


supplied “sheets” (listings of 
tunes plugged on radio and tele) 
cuffo to the pubs. 

_ Assessment plan was drawn up 
last week at a meeting of MPCE’s 
exec council. Initial fee set for the 
service will be about $3 weekly. 
Union expects to present the plan 


to the pubs within the next few 
weeks, 








Abner Silver & Benny Davis’ 


MASTERPIECE ... 











Recorded by EDDIE FISHER 
and JOHNNY RAY 


BEN BLOOM MUSIC CO. 





playing | 


rent at the spot providing dance | 


++Disk Companies’ Best Sellers... 


'4 CAPITOL 


i 


> 
ARTIST ¢ 


Bae BR We Re OE cia ievencasn ses aees Les Paul-Mary Ford ~ 
JOHNNY + 
|~ 2. HALF A PHOTOGRAPH ................. ....Kay Starr 3 
ALLEZ-VOUZ-EN 2 

S. APRIL IN PORTUGAL .........60..000005: Les Baxter 3 
SUDDENLY z 

4. OH! ; 


oer er. Ce eee re ; Pee Wee Hunt 
SAN 


5. RETURN TO PARADISE ierenees Nat 
ANGEL EYES 
COLUMBIA 


1. SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE 
SWEDISH RHAPSODY 

«. KISS ME AGAIN, STRANGER D. Day-P. Weston 
A PURPLE COW 

3. I BELIEVE 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 

4. WHERE THE WINDS BLOW Frankie Laine 
TE AMO 


5. DOWN BY THE RIVER SIDE , Four Lads 
TAKE ME BACK 


CORAL 
1. INTO EACH LIFE 


» 
King) Cole 


Percy Faith 


Frankie Laine 


TOO MUCH MUSTARD 
2. SHE LOVES ME 


Teresa Brewer-Les Brown 

} 

Don Cornell 
WHEN HANDS OF CLOCK PRAY AT MIDNIGHT 

3. TOYS Eileen Barton 
I AIN’T GONNA DO IT 

Oe, ee be vc oo cad canes eee ew : Neil Hefti 
EH LA BAS 

5. CRYING IN THE CHAPEL 
LOVE EVERY MOMENT YOU LIVE 


DECCA 

1. PRETTY BUTTERFLY 
DON’T LET ME DREAM 

2. CRYING IN THE CHAPEL 
I THANK THE LORD 

3. HONEY IN THE HORN 
ORGAN GRINDER'S SWING 

4. RUBY 


Art Lund 


Mills Bros 


Rex Allen 


| 
} 
| 


‘aod aa Four Aces 


Victor Young 


SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE — 
5. HOUSE PARTY ......... 
HOG WASH 


LONDON 

1. TERRY’S THEME FROM LIMELIGHT 
INCIDENTAL MUSIC FROM LIMELIGHT 

2. SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE . 
VOLO COLUMBO 

3. RETURN TO PARADISE ie as 6a 
TELL ME WE’LL MEET AGAIN 

4. THE LAST RHAPSODY ....... Stanley Black-Mantovani 
NILA WALTZ 

5. WONREBr Un ONE .ccccccccaess Anne Shelton-Ted Heath 
DUMMY SONG 


Louis Jordan 


Frank Chacksfield 
Mantovani 


Lita Roza 


_ REPEL Cee Ce ORC ee reer eC Te 


Richard Hayman 
LOVE MOOD 


Z. GAMO R © GULTER 42. ec iricenvivocsves Rusty Draper 


FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION 


€. BUTTERFLIES ... ww ccccccccscvccscvccscvces Pattie Page 
THIS IS MY SONG 


Ci Ts Pe TOW TVR FES bic cece cccswaiewnss Gaylords 
COQUETTE 


M-G-M 
ANNA... Madeekwatn Ghats esos e0Gis Sylvana Mangano 
I LOVED YOU 


toe CP Ce) See eReerer rer eerier ey. rren Hank Williams 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 


3: YOUR CHEATIN’ TRBARE cc icecscescacncees Joni James 
I'LL BE WAITING FOR YOU 


4. IS IT ANY WONDER ....... endo sjveaeeseaen Joni James 
ALMOST ALWAYS 


5. NO OTHER LOVE ...cccccccccccvvcnvccccsees David Rose 
ALL I DESIRE 


RCA VICTOR 


1. I'M WALKING BEHIND YOU ,......50 000s Eddie Fisher 
JUST ANOTHER POLKA 


2. WITH THESE HANDS ......ccccsecccscccees Eddie Fisher 





1619 Broadway, New York 


MA Swings it 
see and so does PA 


with the FOUR ACES 
Decca Record of 








American Academy of Music 


Get the Enchanting Balled 
MOMMIE DEAR 
“and you'll have a hit 
Piano-vocal available 
. EMERICK JANOSKA 
omposer of many Czech hit songs) 
Box 17, Morris Hts. Sta. 
New York 53, N. Y. 














WHEN I WAS YOUNG 

3. NO OTHER LOVE .......eeecevees ere nee 
KEEP IT GAY 

4. YOU, YOU, YOU ..... ecccccece phdCseDeRRRDEe OM Ames Bros. 
ONCE UPON A TUNE 

5. SORTA ON THE BORDER ........cceeceeees Tony Martin 
UNFAIR 


Perry Como 
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Pete eeeose 


HAZEL SCOTT CHIRPS: ar Music Merchants 
FOR INDIE R&B LABEL Set for NAMM Chi Show 


Hazel Scott is returning to the Chicago, July 7. 
wax market as a rhythm & blues | A total of 260 music merchants 
thrush via the indie Allen label. | are expected to exhibit their wares 
Miss Scott, whose disk efforts in| at the Palmer House here on July 
the past have concentrated on her/13 during the annual National | 
keyboard work, cut her initial four| Assn. of Music Merchants show. | 
| sides for the label this week under | Musical instruments, radios, pho- | 
ithe supervision of Pete Doraine,| nographs, TV sets, records, sound 
| diskery’s artists & repertoire head. | equipment ; and sheet music will 

j h rst | be on display. 
waa Gaeta Pag Be ~ nant | Show will continue through July 
|week. Meantime, Miss Scott is 16. | 
‘taking off on a European trek 
| which’ll keep her abroad until Oc- 
‘ tober. 








Songstress Martha 
inked to a Columbia Records pact. 
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A A Ee eee reer ee ree er Georgia Gibbs i | 
THUNDER AND LIGHTNING 





;veal exploitation and 


| 


} 
| 
| 
| 


Lou Harp | 


A Name Bob 


The Mills publishing clan 


| 
| 
lost a representative, in name | 


only, last week when Robert | 
Mills changed his monicker to | 
Bob Roberts. Name_ switch | 
came on the heels of Robert's | 
appointment as head of firm's | 
new film division to avoid a 
confusion of mail and calls. 

Still carrying on the Mills 
tag in the pubbery setup are 
prex) veepee_ Irving, 
general professional manager 
Sidney and Jack's son, 
Mart, 


RCA VICTOR SKEDS 
‘XMAS IN JULY’ DRIVE 


Vos 


Jack, 





ahead ot 
RCA Victor's 
Si in exceeded the 
1952 pace with a 14° boost in 
sales Company is currently tee 
ing off a “Christmas In July” pro- 
motion campaign aimed at cashing 
in on their current clicks for maxi 
mum turnover during the normally 
slow summer months 


last vear’s busu 


ues for June ag 


The hot weather drive is being 
pegged on Eddie Fisher's “I’m 
Walking Behind You” and Perry 


Como's “Say You're Mine Again,” 
both of which are in the top sales 
bracket he two hits are being 


used to hypo aitention on other 
current Victor releases by such | 
artists as Dinah Shore, Eartha Kitt, 
June Valli, the Fontane Sisters 
and The Melachrino Strings. 


Capitol, Merc Sked 


Distrib Powwows 


Capitol and Mercury Records 
will brief their distributors over 
the weekend on upcoming sales 
campaigns at their annual distrib 
confabs Cap's sales huddle, at 
Lake Placid, N. Y., tees off tomor 
row (Thurs.) and will run until 
Sunday (12). Merc's meet at 
Miami Beach, will run from Friday 


i (10) through Monday (13). 


Diskeries’ sales staffers will re 


promotion 


;}plans on the skedded fall releases 


Cap recently held a similar meet 
for its Coast distribs at Pebble 
Beach, Cal. 


RCA Camden Disk 
Set for Aug. Bow 


RCA Victor has moved up its 
launching date for its new Camden 
Records and will release the first 
disks under the new label some- 
time in August instead of in the 
fall. The Camden label will issue 
ill types of music from longhair to 
jazz in low-priced $2.89 albums 
which will be sold directly to the 


svndicate and department stores. 


- 


lthough Victor is handling the dis- 
tribution direct from its factories, 
distribs in 
areas will get their 
normal over-ride on the disks. 
Victor, meantime is deferring 
its projected new indie line, 
known in the company as “Label 
X.”” until next vear. Originally, Joe 
Carlton moved over from Mercury 
to RCA to head this label but since 
was shifted into the top pop artists 
and repertoire spot at Victor. This 
label is planned as a regular-priced 
pop line to be channelled through 
straight disk distribs rather than 
the Victor distribs which = also 
handle other merchandise lines. 


the regular company 


the various 


Sift Data in Suit of 
Cohan Heirs Vs. Vogel 


The suit of the heirs of the late 
George M. Cohan against Jerry 
Vogel's publishing company for re- 
covery of Cohan’'s music copyrights 
entered into the examination-be- 
fore-trial stage last week under an 
order issued by Justice Ernest L. 
Hammer in N. Y. Supreme Court. 
Vogel was ordered to produce all 
books and records in connection 
with Vogel's claim that he had an 
oral agreement with Cohan for 
renewal of the copyrights. 

Vogel, in turn, will later exam- 
ine the books of the recentiy 
formed George M. Cohan Music 
firm Cohan's son, George M. 
Cohan's, Jr., is heading the latter 
company, which was given” an 
ASCAP license late last year 























AVID 


ALL | DESIRE $ 


and 
NO OTHER LOVE 


MGM 30796 78 RPM 
K 30796 45 RPM 











AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Play 











ROS 


RETURN TO PARADISE 


and 
THE BAD AND THE BEAUTIFUL 


MGM 30783 78 RPM 
K 30783 45 RPM 
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Roxy, N. ¥. 

“Broadway Memories,” ice revue | 
with Sid Stone, The Bruises (3), | 
Ted Thurston, Douglas Duffy, Edith | 
Kandel, Ernest Mann, Jeannie Sook | 
& Ted Roman, Bobby Blake, Rory | 
Skating Blades & Belles, Chora-| 
leers, Bob Boucher House Orch; 
“White Witch Doctor” (20th), Te- 
viewed in Variety June 17, "33. 


Timed for the July 4 holiday, 
the current Roxy show is a color- 
ful ice layout with a patriotic and 
nostalgie musical format Although 
these blade spectacles tend to re- 
peat the same ideas from show to 
show, this bill has some fresh an- 
gies and gets an additional lift 
from Sid Stone’s non-ice routine 

The standout blade bit is turned 


in by the Three Bruises, a male 
comedy team with a_ bagful of 
clowning stunts Trio is garbed 


as washerwomen and use the pails 
and brooms as props for thei 
roughhouse antic Each member 


of this combo is a_ superlative 
trick performer on ice and they 
add up to a consistently funny 
team 

Ice dancer Bobby Blake_ also 
clicks with his George M. Cohan | 
takeoff on “Yankee Doodle 
Dandy,” with Dave Mallen supply 
ing the offstage singing voice The 
Jeannie Sook & Ted Roman team 
make up another strong turn with 
their slow motion hoofing routine 
on ice which they execute with 


precision, 

Douglas Duffy has another solid 
act in his drunk session complete 
with wobbles, spins and pratfalls 
His unsuccessful efforts to pick 
up his hat get lots of laughs. Edith 
Kandel & Ernest Mann register 
okay with some standard ice ball- 
roomology. 


Sid Stone’s pitchmen’'s act is 
familiar but still effective It’s a 
fast, double-talking turn which 
hinges on Stone’s accurate carbon 
of the sidewalk hucksters.  Slap- 
stick gimmick, in which Stone 


covers the face of his stooge 
(Murray Henkins) with a cure-all 
cream, is surefire. 

Production numbers are some- 
what routine with the opening se- 
quences pitching up a flock of 
oldie tunes sung by Ted Thurston 
who's dressed 4s a World War I 
doughboy. Closing number ts the 
patriotic rouser with the line of 
femme and male dancers decked 
out. in red-white-&-blue with a 
huge American flag as a backdrop 
and Cohan's “You're a Grand Old 
Flag” as the theme It's a cliche 
closer guaranteed to earn a powell 
ful mitt from the customers. 

Bob Boucher batons the house 
orch in competent style with Ray 
Porter dittoing as 


choral group Herm. 


Empire. Edinburgh 
Edinburgh, July 3. 


Burl Ives, Wilson, Keppel & Bet 
ty. Clifford Stanton, Arthur Wors- 


ley, Elimar, Godfrey’ & Kerby, 
Flack & Lucas, Gordon L. Rolfe 
Orch. 


Burl Ives, U. S. folk singer, 
scores a big success on this, his 
first regular vaude date of career, 
and opening stint in eight weeks 
British provincial tour. In 42- min- 
ute act he wins sympathy from 
stubholders, having strong appea 
with his simple, homely tunes in 
well-chosen songalog. Absence of 
any bombast or star complex gives 
him winning way with customers, 
singer standing informally before 
the mike and strumming away at 
his guitar. British TV and radio 
reputation preceded him here. 

Ives tees off with philosophical 


song called “Watch the Doughnut, | 


Not the Hole.” From tunes of the 
Tennessee mountains he brings an 
interesting newcomer, “The Great 
White Bird,” and has audience par- 
ticipation in “Kating Googer Peas.” 
Achieving chorus effect from an 
Edinburgh Empire audience, par- 
ticularly at first house (show 


caught), is difficult feat, stubhold- 
ers here being notoriously dead | 
and stuffy as compared with the 
more volatile Glasgow Empire | 
customers. Ives achieves this with 
Simple, direct and sincere ap- 
proach. His wk. number, “Big 


Rock Candy Mountain,” which he 
describes as about the 
of American hoboes, 
mitting, as dees 
Dew.” 

As tribute to Scotland 
Queen Liz, Ives does the 
brief “Welcome the Rose” 


solid 
Foggy 


wins 
“Foggy 


and 
very 


garet. He also clicks big with 
“Noah Found Grace in the Eyes of 
de Lawd” and with a torch song, 


“Tell Me Your Story.” He has ap-! 


peal both to juves and adults, and 
is welcome contrast after line of 
noisy U. S. vocal names. 


Keppel & Betty, classic English 
comedy trio, bring back their fa- 
mous “Cleopatra's Nightmare” act, 
which never seems to tire stub- 
holders despite years of repetition, 


director of the | 


hereafter | 


verse, | 
written for an earlier Queen Mar-' 


albeit in varying forms. Trio con- 
sists of two mustachioed gents and 


one brunet looker, the gents sand-) Jo¢ Phillips, Larry Marvin, 


shuffling across stage in night- 
dress type of garb. Eccentric style | 
of comedy is, as usual, clicko. 

Clifford Stanton is an away-!| 


from-the-usual run of impression-| Fays, Jo L e : 
and| “Powder River” (20th), reviewed 


speaking talent with flair for mim-|in VarieTY May 13, '93. 


ists, combining _ histrionic 
icry (see New Acts). Arthur Wors- 
ley in an English vent with sound 


ability and a clever (in parts) line} holiday 
of patter between himself and his} acts are 


dummy, Charlie Brown. Act, how- 
ever, could be usefully pruned. 
Elimar, male juggler, 





Kathleen McLaughlin), Wells & 4 


does his | 


tricks on the slack wire, after bal-| 


ancing clubs, hoops and rubber 
balls on solid stage. He has lively 
gal assistant who really seems in- 
terested in her work. 


! 


Godfrey & Kerby are n.s.g. an-| 


cient bearded yokel and gal act, 
with indigo touch too much to 
fore, particularly in opening re- 
marks about the old one’s fiddle. | 
Flack & Lucas, two males, are 


above-average hoofers, wearing 
Royal Blue suits and dancing atop 
four blown-up dominoes. Gordon 
Rolfe gives worthwhile showback- 
ing with resident house orch. 
Gord. 


Apollo, N. Y. 


Ruth Brown, The Crickets (5), | 
Sonny Stitt Orch (12), 2 Cantons, | 
‘Shorts’ Davis, Sno-Dee-O-Dee: 


“Lady in the Iron Mask” (20th). 


Ruth Brown, one of the hottest 
recording artists (Atlantic Records) 
in the rhythm and blues field, is 
b.o. insurance for the Apollo this 
sesh. Chirp’s vibrant delivery, with 
the accent on sex, is a sure audi- 
ence pleaser. Also a strong plus 
| factor at the house is the nifty acro 


turn contributed by the Two Can- | 


tons, Oriental brother act. Another 
entry of some lure importance is 
The Crickets, vocal quintet re- 
viewed under New Acts. 

Holding down the band assign- 


ment is the Sonny Stitt orch, 
, comprised of three rhythm, five 
| brass and four reed, with band- 


'leader playing a variety of saxes. 
| Crew bangs out an okay beat along 
progressive lines. Besides opening 
show, band takes over around the 
midway mark to offer two num- 
bers, with Stitt demonstrating his 
saxing ability. 

Comedy offered by Spo-Dee-O- 
Dee is weak In addition to filling 
in with a patter turn, comic does 
a bit with tapster “Shorts” Davis, 
another New Act. Hand-to-hand 
action by the Cantons is excellent. 


Palace, N. Y. 
Church & Hale, The Nivellis (2), 


*Pig- 
|meat” Markham & Co. (4), The 
Barrys (2), Benny Meroff (with 


Lombardi House Orch; 





Current Palace bill is in the | 
filler class. A few good, 
offered, but none with | 

even a negr resemblance to im- 
pact. Result is an overali listless | 
layout. Strange—or is it?—how 


some poor fodder is devoured by 
pewsters in which peasants seem 
to dominate. If an act had to go 
by that kind of reaction, its head 
would be swelled beyond repair. 

A particularly pallid turn is by 
Joe Phillips, doing a World War I 
monolog in misfit khaki. His reci- | 
tative is ancient and poorly-timed. 
The crowd gives him a good mitt 
An even bigger response is rated 
by “Pigment” Markham & Co., 
Negro comedy foursome that reg- 
ulars at the Harlem Apollo and is | 
also a Palace familiar. Standard | 


| 


| courtroom skit is about the noisiest Raoul, 
act around. 


Third 
Benny 


string is 
closing | 


in the comedic 
Meroff, in next to 


| with jokes, song bits, playing of a} 


variety of straight and screwy in- 
struments and a real funny rou- 
tine apeing Ted Lewis, except that 
Merotf handles the battered top- 
per even better. His foil, 


| comedian 
Kath- | fed by longtime foil Jimmy Plant, 


audience the impression of a 
friendly, unaggressive type who 
knows his business. He plays trum- 
pet at same time as accordion, then 
lights cigar and smokes while play- 
ing. Finally he lights another cigar 
and puffs at the two while still fin- 
gering the’ accordion.and blowing 
the trumpet. Big hand for this nov- 
elty, and ditto for “Summertime” 
from Gershwin’s “Porgy and Bess.” 

Olga Varona, chestnut-haired gal 
high up on her trapeze, leads four 


femme aides in an easy-on-the-eyes | 


ballet scene in mid-air. After the 
interval (which at show caught was 


too long) the Granger Bros. score 


with an eccentric dance, being 
garbed as workmen in buff-colored 
overalls. Johnny Lockwood por- 
trays a schoolboy smoking fags and 


|drinking whisky in a sketch with 


Dennis Lewes. Foot-tapping Gran- 

gers close the show along with 

chorines, Miss O’Shea_ walking 
land. Gord. 
Pavilion, Gourock 
Gourock, Scot., June 29. 

Denny Willis with Jimmy Plant; 
Fraser Hayes Quartet, Babette 

Billy Cameron, Irene Camp- 


Orch. 
Summer iayout is 


clicko performance of young Scot 
Denny Willis. Expertly 


leen McLaughlin, brings wolfcalls| he proves capabilities and shows 


and deserves 'em for that face and 
chassis. 


There's a peppy 


potency to become a top comedian. 


| He is a son of Dave Willis, retired 
opener in the | Scot comic whose naturally funny 


tap stint of George Church & Mar-| Chaplinesque style made him big 
ilyn Hale, with neat duo cleating,|f4ve over the years and a recent 


softshoe whirls and solos. Blonde, 
personable Miss Hale does a nifty 


| success on British TV. 


By a curious coincidence, Willis 


ls + . . 
interpretive dance and partner is| is being fed by same English foil 


graceful. Deuce is filled by Nivelli, 
veteran magico assisted on props 
by his wife. Full-dressed gent has 
a long line of excellent tricks, al- 
though the salesmanship can stand 
improvement. There’s another | 
terp act, but from the ballroom- | 
ology shelf, in the Barrys, a mixed | 


|}as was his pater. New 


twosome with nice lift and whirl | 


’ stanza | 
puts 


patterns plus a “sleepytime’ 
that’s well delineated and 
them over. 

Bill’s singer is tall Larry Marvin, 
garbed in white suit and strawhatl 
for no particular reason. Essays 
mostly ditties in muscular bari- 
tone, does “Rockabye” with prob- 
able intention of imitating Jolson 
and also handles a medley with no 
style worth the mention. Can use 
some current standards to lift him 
from the depths. Snappy closer is 
provided by the tumbling, table 


contortions and comedy boxing 
dance of Wells & Four Fays, a 
| rapidfire colorfully-attired group 


High spot has the brothers per- | 
forming various acro stunts while } 
iwirling dishes on the end of a 
stick 

Miss Brown socks across. six 


j tunes in the closing frame. Song- | 
| stress, decked out in a tight, low- | 


| cut gown, spices tunes with a bed- 


| room flavor. Output includes ‘Miss 
| Brown's Back in Town,” ‘5-10-15 
/Hours,” “Daddy, Daddy,” “Hold Me, 
| Thrill Me, Kiss Me” and “Mama. 
He Treats Your Daughter Mean.” 
Jess. 


: Miami, July 4. 
Sans Souci Revue with Estela, 
| Litico & Mario, Rosita & Antonio, 
j Lil Marr, Sans Souci Dancers: 
| Leonardo & Anita, Brenda & Val- 
entt, Les Rhode House Orch.; “The 
Big Frame” (RKO). 


‘ec me 
| Olympia, Miami 


| 
| Version of the lavish 





revue 
offered last winter at plush Sans 
Souci Casino in Havana is in 
featured slot this week and marks 
up high rating with the stub- 
holders. 

It's a fast and furious shindig, 
With accent on uninhibited native 
dances. Only lack is comedy, but 
fast pace and sight values obscure 
that fact. Sans Souci outdoor 


/been duplicated, adding to effect. 
| Toppers are Estela, Litico 


and 
Mario. The swivel-hipped lass 
garners hefty reaction with her 
|; Syrations encasing rhumba_ and 
mambo. Another scorer is team of 


Rosita & Antonio. Duo stomp out 
authentic flamenco routines to keep 
the torrid pace. Production is 
overboard on the terping although 
aud goes big for the setup with the 
| bongo beat. Line is well staged and 
imaginatively routined, with gay 
costuming adding to colorful effect. 

Two acts precede the revue and 
tee off matters in zingy fashion. 
Puppet manipulations of Leonardo 
& Anita are deft and male's ventro 
tricks add up to top register pro- 
portions. He's 4 mult-voiced guy 
who knows his biz. 
reception. 

Satirical hoofing of Brenda & 
Valenti wins them quickly. Stuff 


goodly portion. Outstander is 
Valenti’s heel and toe work atop 
of aie keg. Acts gets mitting 
throughout. Les Rhode house orch 
backgrounds a difficult show in 
fine fashion. Lary. 





| 
| 


| turn on first segment of layout. 


Stage setting—two flights of stairs | 
leading to upper level stage—has | 


tive. 


Off to solid | 


: voc | is angled for laughs and garners. 
Support biil is average. Wilson, | i 


‘ 


Jo Lombardi backstops the show. 
Trau. 


Glasgow 
Glasgow, July 1. 
Tessie O'Shea (with Ernest Wain- 


Empire. 


| shadow effects. 


| useful 


| pola), Johnny Lockwood, Johnny | 


Matson, Olga Varona, Mona Mc- | 


Call, St. Denis Bros. & Beryl (3), 
Granger Bros. (2), Marie de Vere | 
Lovelies (8), Jaék Puttnam Orch. | 


e eatin 

Current Empire bill can’t keep 
away from Americans. Sandwiched | 
between a long line of U.S. vocal 
stars and more of similar variety 
to come, it features a top British } 
comedienne plus fair support, high. | 
light of latter being Johnny Mat-| 
son, American trumpet and accor | 
dion player. Matson even has his |} 
wife, soprano Mona McCall. wiih 
the show, each half of this very re- | 
cent Mr. & Mrs. team doing a solo 





Bill-topping Tessie O'Shea, large- 
sized English comedienne, offers 
the kind of warm act that is solid 
clicko with stubholders (see New 
Acts). She has capable backing at 
the 88 from Ernest Wampola. 

Show opens brightly and color- 
fully with a grande fiesta scene, | 
the two Granger Bros. putting in 
some useful hoofing and the Marie 
de Vere chorines proving attrac- 
St. Denis Bros. & Beryl] are an 
out-of-the-rut acro specialty, Beryl] | 
being a looker with personality. 
Highlight of turn has one of the 
brothers doing a somersault five 
times, each on one foot only. Exit | 
to hearty mitting. 

Miss McCall chirps sweetly. Her 
songalog includes “Zing Go the 
Strings of My Heart” and “Love Is 
Where You Find It,” plus an at- 
tractive Italian number which she} 
tells outfronters she picked up in 
her native Chicago. 

Johnny Lockwood, English come- | 
dian, has to overwork to garner | 
laffs with a mildish string of | 
stories, not all of fresh vintage. | 
His act is also overlong and he out- 
stays welcome. 

Looking like a younger version | 
of tilmstar George Sanders, 26- | 
year-old Matson enters playing his 
accordion, then darts into a cow- 
boy travesty as he warbles “Deep 
in the Heart of Texas.” (He's from 
Montana.) 

Matson 


| audience well 
| opening recitative, “15 Years,” her 


| phrasing. 
To dress up the act, apart from | ites 


is quite a guy, giving! ence is convulsed. 


comic has 
tall, lanky figure, gangling gait and 
a “sillyboy” manner. He scores 
solidly and is especial favorite 
with juves at this Clyde coast thea- 
tre. Still needed is a gimmick 
catch-phrase to identify him with 
the customers. Willis has good 
comedy material, particularly a 
sketch with Plant in which he plays 


'down as a top-hatted Judy Gar-| 


| bell, Anna Scott, Campbell Nicol, | 
| May Moxon Girls 


—— 


Seville, Montreal 
Montreal, July 4. 

Gordon MacRae (with Sheilg 

Stephens), Honey Bros. (3), Ange! 

Bobby Joyce & Ginger, Evers & 

Dolorez, Len Howard Orch (6): 

“The Lady Pays Off” (U). ‘ 





Loaded with personality and ex. 
| hibiting an affable easygoing man- 
ner, Gordon MacRae: is surefire 
with all age groups in current Se- 
ville layout. As headliner, Mac- 
Rae tees off his session with a 
special intro number, reprised a 
brace of his Capitol disclicks and 
then kids around with an impresh 
set that includes Bogart, Crosny 
and a nifty “Yankee Doodle 
Dandy” a la Cagney, complete with 
patter and hoofing. 

MacRae’s attractive wife, Sheila 
Stephens, makes entry about this 
| time and couple wow with nonchi- 
|lant chatter and song. Gal is a 
looker from every angle and is a 
| definite asset to act without im- 
| pairing the MacRae presentation 
in any way. In the vocal slot, 
| MacRae shows plenty of range, 
solid phrasing and an ability to in- 





(6), Billy Rose \ terpret a ballad without going over- 


beard as shown in his version of 
|*f Believe,” which he uses as a 


notable for | begoff. 


Remainder of program is top- 
notch and house manager Archie 
Laurie has assembled the show- 
case for best visual and pacing 
possibilities. Evers & Dolorez take 
the opening and offer a neat wire 
routine highlighted by the shapely 
femme doing a toe number on the 
thread for a sock clincher. 


The Honey Bros. do emcee 
chores throughout which breaks 
monotony of usual intro bits and 
then pick up a big reception fo 
their general tumbling comedics 
before MacRae makes his appear- 
ance, 

A moppet, called Angel, still a 
couple of years from her teens, 
presents a ventro sequence with 
the flourish and savvy of an ex- 


| berienced trouper. Clad in a 





a medico doing a surgical operation | frilly party dress, patent leather 
| by television and using a screen for | shoes and a big bow in her hair, 


Rest of show 


despite Continental-sounding name. 
Layout is solid in terping, 
work here coming from 
youngsters’ Billy Cameron 

blonde looker Irene Campbell. 


Vocally, the best act is the Fraser| performers in 


more | script 


Angel works first with a single 


is fairly pleasing, | doll and then brings on a second 
| with standout adagio dance routine | for some amazing voice tossing. Kid 
|from Babette & Raoul, Scot act | has a sirong set of pipes during 


own song fests, a well-disciplined 
! _ and her three-voice war- 
bling in finale is standout. Besides 


and | novelty appeal of her youth, Angil 


| Stacks up easily with many adult 
this particular 


Hayes Quartet, three fellows and | groove. 


blonde, fluffy 


strong 


one gal, a 
Combo is 
Gord. 


Casino, Toronto 
Toronto, July 3. 
Pearl Bailey & Lou Bellson, Nic- 
oli Knight, Wong Sisters (2), Ar- 
wood's Dogs, Danny _ Drayton, 
Archie Stone House 
Man and I” (M-G), 


With plenty of that traditional 
stage savvy, Pearl Bailey has the 
in hand from her 
“Still Serving Time” and “Lone- 
somest Gal in Town.” Second set 
includes “Birth of the Blues,” 
“Tootsie,” “Takes Two to Tango,” 


and a wham finale of “Tired.” Aud : 
| also | Martin & Jerry Lewis, yet the com- 


non-| bo continues to click with the same 
|chalant chatter to background mu- | degree of consistency. “Vacation is 


terrific. It’s 
breakaway, 


response is 
Miss. Bailey’s 


sie that unerringly sells, with the 


in the song groove just in time to 
finish with the 


Miss Bailey's snazzy 

house orch is currently tiered 
onstage, with singer also having 
her own accompanist (Lloyd 


Phillips) at the grand. Lou Bell- 
son, of course, is at the drums for 
sharp background and has a four- 
minute “solo” that maintains his 
skinbeating rep. 

Danny Drayton acts as emcee 
throughout, warming up the cus- 
tomers for entrance of the Wong 


Sisters, cute Oriental tapsters in! 


interpolated acro and swift flips to 
a socko. Also over big are Arwood’s 


| Dogs, including terriers and pink- 


tinted poodles, with mouth catches, 
pyramid building, and a clever 


looker. | 
instrumentally. | 


Orch; las | 


Bobby Joyce & Ginger return 
to tap out more of their numbers 
on the Seville boards to same big 
mitt and the house orch unde 
direction of Len Howard does okay 
job on all counts. Newt. 

















“Sth ‘Kettle’ 


Continued from page l —— 


a | 
if 





| of the likely gross for any pic of 
this production calibre. 
| Surprising aspect of “Vacation” 
is that its b.o. is just about even 
with all predecessors in the mara- 
i; thon series. Marjorie Main and 
| Percy Kilbride, leads in the pix, 
aren’t generally recognized as in 
| the same league with, say, Dean 








fifth in the continuing “Kettle” 


| part-time monologist getting back series. 


U officials claim the “Kettles” 


band on time in are not strictly the cornball stuff 


with which many other industry- 
identify them. The Main- 


wardrobe, | Kilbride comedies, they say, click, 


|in part, for the reason that audi- 


| 
| 
| 


tumbling finish involving Arwood | 


and the mutts. 

Nicoli Knight, shapely puppe- 
teer, scores heavily with her little 
people opening in a hot jazz num- 


ber, then a neat striptease. and a; 
clever drunk act, all to hefty re-| 


turns. Knitting the bill throughout, 


; prior to bringing on Miss Bailey, 


Drayton is his usual expert self on 
glib patter, eccentric taps, his 
panto of a girl taking a bath, and 


a Joe Frisco terp finish in which | 


the comic can’t successfully reach 
the wings without a pratfall. Lat- 
ter is very reminiscent but audi- 
McStay. 


| mms Continued from page | jae 


ences like to identify themselves 
with the two screen characters, of 
limited werldly circumstances, who 
always score some form of success. 
The pix do particularly well in the 
drive-ins. 














| Vaude’s Hot Chance | 











vaude cards can be bought at com- 
paratively small costs. Evidence 
of that is seen in the operation of 
the Palace, N. Y., which now gets 
standard acts at costs much lower 
than was thought possible several 
years ago. 

The agencies have virtually writ- 
ten off nabe stageshows as poss!- 
bilities, but offices still feeT that 
there are midtown houses in many 
cities that should bite on the stage- 
show proposition in the fall. They 
point out that the rush for product 
will be tremendous and some will 
necessarily have to look for items 
other than 3-D to meet competi- 
tion. Agencies hope that vaude 


t will fill that requirement. 
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Scene Shifts to ‘Neutral’ Detroit 


For Meet of Chi 


Chicago, July 7. 

A meeting between the Cafe 
Owners Association of Greater 
Chicago and the American Guild 
of Variety Artists is slated to start 
on Thursday (9) in Detroit. Ex- 
ecs of both organizations will get 
together in what is described as an 


attempt to settle differences on | 


neutral territory away from mem- 
bership pressure. 

Suggestion for a meeting came 
from the Chi owners following 
failure to get an injunction against 
AGVA to prevent any harassments 
from the union. Court provided 
further time to both sidcs to file 
briefs. There was to have been a 
hearing last week in the Chi Fed- 


eral court, but legal battle was 
postponed pending the Detroit 
talks. 

The tiff between AGVA and 


COAGC has been running for sev- 
eral months, having started with 
the union’s demand for a $2.50 
welfare contribution weekly for 
each performer. Several niteries 
resisted this attempt and have been 
getting along without AGVA per- 
jormers. 

Both sides are approaching the 
meeting with an extremely wary 
attitude. General feeling prevails 
that the major purpose of the hud- 
die is to exhaust all possibilities 
of settlement so that the courts or 
state or Federal mediation service 
will be forced to step into the dis- 
pute. The cafemen would like the 
Feds to step in, believing that it 
would imply that AGVA is servic- 
ing members that are engaged in 
interstate commerce and thus the 
union would be subject to Taft- 
Hartley Act. AGVA _ says _ that 
niteries are not in interstate com- 
merce and that T-H has no juris- 
diction in this dispute. 

Name of the hotel where confab 
will take place hasn’t heen re- 
vealed as yet. 

TROA ‘Watching’ 

Meeting will be watched with in- 
terest by the Theatre Restaurant 
Owners of America, which while 
not affiliated with the Chi group, 
is working harmonigusly on mat- 
ters relating to AGVA. TROA met 
Jast week in Pittsburgh where it 
was decided that Lenny Littman, 
operator of the Copa there, would 
remain as acting president of the 
organization, at least until the next 
convention is held in September, 
probably in Atlantic City. Litman 
stepped tinto the post after Lou 
Walters, of Latin Quarter, N. Y., 
had resigned the presidency. 

Colonel Maurice Lutwack, at- 
torney for the TROA, was voted a 
three-year contract at the Pitt con- 
fab and two field men were hired 
to assist executive secretary Dave 
Fox. Also 93 new members were 
voted in. There was only the 
briefest discussion of TROA’s 
troubles with AGVA although 
nitery owners expressed a deter- 
mination to see the battle through 
to a finish. 


Tahoe Cafe May Switch 
Over in $1,230,000 Action 


Reno, July 7 


Operation of the Stateline Coun- 
try Club, booker of top talent dur- 
ing Lake Tahoe’s summer session, 
was due to be taken over today 
‘Tues.) by Anthony Grech and 
Paul Venturi, California casinoists. 

Grech and Venturi sued Nick 
Sahati, Stateline owner, for $1,230,- 
000, alleging he backed down on 
an agreement to give them a five- 
year lease on the premises. They 
asked that the club be placed in 
the hands of a receiver pending 
Outcome of the court action. 

Sahati agreed to a _ settlement 
last Friday (3) and said he 
was willing to give the Coasters a 
five-year lease as soon as the two 
men completed payment of the first 
year’s rent of $120,000. The spot 
will fall into the hands of receivers 
1f the suit is not settled on sched- 
ule, 

The Bay Area duo seek $1,200,- 
000 for loss of anticipated profits 
during the five-year lease period, 
Plus the return of $30,000 they 
paid Sahati as the first installment 
of rent. 





Stateline’s first show of the sea- | 


Son starred Joni James and now 
has Nellie Lutcher in the marquee 
Position, Milton Deutsch will con- 
Unue booking shows for the spot. 


Cafemen and AGVA 


4 





Billy Shaw 0.0.’s British 
Acts, Inks Marian Bruce 


London, July 1. 
American agent Billy Shaw, who 





arrived in London to look over 
| talent, Signed Negro songstress 


Marian Bruce, whom he heard at 
| a Royal Festival Hall jazz concert. 

He also made an offer to English 
bandleader Ivy Benson, who runs 
her own All-Girl band, for a 44- 
week season in the States. Shaw 
later left for Amsterdam. 


Borge, Jessel Top 
Mpls. Aquatennial 


Minneapolis, July 7. 
Impending indoor show of Aqua- 
| tennial, local annual summer mar- 
di gras, will have Victor Borge and 
George Jessel for headliners and 
lineup of acts will include the 
McGuire Sisters and Lu 
Simms. 

Show is a promotion of  sta- 
tion WCCO, its sixth annual, and 
is presented in the 10,000-seat 
Auditorium for a_ single night, 
July 18, before a live audience 
which pays admission, Station al- 
so sends show over air, but only 
had it on CBS network twice. 

Previous shows have been head- 
lined by Bob Hope, Arthur God- 
frey, Eddie Cantor, Edgar Bergen 
and Dennis Morgan. 

Otherwise, Aquatennial.also will 
include, as usual, the big Al 
Sheehan combo stage-water show, 
the Aqua “Follies,” which runs 10 
nights; huge night and day parades 
with elaborate floats, and many 
other events. 


L.A.’S COCOANUT GROVE 
BUYS ’EM BY THE HOOF 


Los Angeles, July 7. 
Dance acts predominate at the 
Ambassador Hotel’s Cocoanut 
Grove for the next four months. 
The Szonys and Patachou open 
next Wednesday (15), to be fol- 
lowed by Marge & Gower Cham- 
pion, Aug. 5, and Gene Nelson, 
Aug. 26. Latter will share billing 
with Andy & Della Russell. Grove 
goes back to song stuff Sept. 9 
with Jane Powell and then returns 
to the feet beat with Darvas & 
Julia, acrodance turn, opening 
Sept. 30. 


A.C.’s Big Holiday 
With Lotsa Talent 


Atlantic City, July 7. 


With the weatherman cooperat- 
ing 100%, this resort had a socko 
Fourth of Juiy weekend though 
businessmen said their figures were 
slightly under those of a year ago. 
That was only because of the two- 
day holiday this year against a 
three day weekend last season. 

At Steel Pier, Johnnie Ray in a 
return visit played to capacity 
houses over the holiday period. 
He gave eight shows on Saturday 
and Sunday playing to an average 
of 4,000 at each. George Hamid, 
Jr., sone of the pier’s owner and 
the organization’s v.p., saw busi- 
ness as a bit under last year’s 
Fourth, blaming the shorter span. 

Jonathan Dwight, who. this 
year is producing shows in two re- 
sort theatres, The Gateway Musi- 
cal Playhouse at suburban Somers 
Point and the Quarterdeck Thea- 
| tre here, was more than pleased 
| with the b.o. for “Carousel” at the 
| Playhouse and “Angel Street” at 
the Quarterdeck. 

All seasonal night spots with 
the ones operating throughout the 
lyear reported excellent weekend 
| houses. Paradise, second big sepia 
| cafe, opened with Stump & Stumpy 
| featured in this year’s “Tropicana 
| Revue.” 

Norman Brooks was at the 500 
club with Sophie Tucker due in 
| Friday (10). It was Jackie Burns 














back at Margate Casino, Ray 
|Malone at Dude Ranch; Bob 
O'Neill still packing them into 


Ricky’s Hialeah, and so on down 
j the line. 


‘Ice Revue’s’ Brit. Opener 
Dudley, Eng., July 7. 

New Bernard Delfont “Ice Re- 
vue,” starring Belita and British 
singer Bruce Trent, has opened 
at the Hippodrome here, with a 
tour to follow. Silent mimic Eddie 
Vitch is also featured. 

Production is by America’s Dick 
Barstow. 








2-a-Day Hither 
And Yon But It's 
Loaded With ‘fs’ 


Two-a-day vaude is seen as 
spreading considerably in the fall. 
Negotiations are now on for Dan- 
ny Kaye to play a Shubert house, 
possibly the Shubert, Philadelphia, 
in the fall for an indefinite run. 
| The Philadelphia deal for Kaye 
| has just been started and indica- 
| tions point to an October stand for 
| the comic. How much time he'll 
| be able to give top-priced vaude 
| 





in that town will depend on his 
film commitments 

In New York. RKO toppers are 
| striving to start the name shows in 
| October at the Palace. Deal is cur- 


Ann| rently on for Jack Benny to tee | oration the 


| off the proceedings. However, 


| that’s hanging by a fairly tenuous | 


thread and it's likely to be called 
off at any moment. RKO execs 
would also like to get repeats on 
Kaye, Judy Garland and Betty 
Hiutton, but Palace dates for these 
headliners appear to be improb- 
able at this time. Kaye makes it a 
policy not to play the same city 
two years in a row. Miss Garland 
has a film commitment and Miss 
Hutton is not including N.Y. 
two-a-day on her winter prospectus 
at this time. Fred Astaire has 
turned down a Palace deal. 

The Curran, San Francisco, 
been the most consistant user of 
high-priced vaude. Proximity to 
Hollywood is given as one reason 
for its ability to get a greater sup- 
ply of headliners. Filmsters are 
more agreeable toward playing 
that house than the Palace be- 
cause the latter is regarded as the 
top prestige date in the country 
and an act has to make sure he’s in 
top shape before essaying that 
stand. Curran has Tony Martin 
booked, among others. 

Chicago hasn't set any two-a- 
day deals as yet, but the Shubert 
as well as the other legit houses 
in that town are open to any prop- 
osition and some are actively going 
out for such deals. 

Kaye’s Palace deal of last year 
has set the pattern for negotiations 
with other headliners. He received 
60% of the gross up to $40,000 and 
65% of the take beyond that. He 
paid for the orch, surrounding acts 
and shared in the advertising costs. 
Most headliners look for the same 
type of deal, but RKO wants a type 
of contract that would permit them 
to test the draw before issuing that 
kind of pact. 


Billy Daniels Hits ’Em With 
That Old B.0. Magic in His 


has 





London, July 7 

Billy Daniels eclipsed last year’s 
top reception when he exited to a 
boffo ovation after a high-powered 
songalog highlighted by “Yiddishe 
Momma?” and “Black Magic.” Negro 
songster, with staunch support 
from his pianist, Benny Payne, 
came on to a powerful mitt which 
kept on mounting as his act pro- 
gressed. The band found it neces- 
sary to play the national anthem 
to quell the enthusiasm. 

Chris Cross repeated his previous 
success at this house and dancer 
Betty Luster, 
debut, made an excellent impres- 
sion. Another crowd-pleaser was 
Dave Apollon, who was aided by 
|pianist Laverne Gustafson and 
comedienne Elaine. 

Others on the bill are comedian 
Stan Stennett; Desmond & Marks, 
comedy acrobats; Three Houcs, 
jugglers; Lacy Troupe, equilibrists, 
and the Volants, a tumbling act. 





O&J’s Cafes-a-Poppin’ 

Olsen & Johnson will start a 
round of cafe dates in the fall. Duo 
have already been booked for the 
Last Frontier, Las Vegas, Oct. 26. 

Other stands are being lined up. 





London Palladium Return 


in her Palladium | 


To Sweep Acts 





‘Sinatra Pacted for 3 


Playdates in Scotland 


Ayr, Scotland, June 30. 
Frank Sinatra will play a one- 
inight stand at Green's Playhouse 
|Cinema here July 12 following a 
| vaude week at the Empire, Glas 
igow. Singer will do two shows, 
with $2 top. Ayr is vacation spot. 
| Sinatra goes to Dundee for an- 
| other two shows the following day, 
| playing the Caird Hall. This is the 





| Hope played last year. Billy Ter- 
|nent showband will back up Sin- 
}atra on all dates. Burl Ives is 
| pacted for week following Sinatra, 
; with Frankie Laine set for Au- 
| gust. 


Long Branch 
Shorts Strips 


The Walter Reade burlesque op- 
Paramount Theatre, 








Long Branch, N. J., is being given 
| a hard time by civic authorities. 
| Police last week arrested four 


| strippers charged with giving in- 
|decent performances, and at the 
same time a petition was presented 
to the city commission to ban this 
form of entertainment. 

Four girls, Gabby Williams, 
Mary Mack, Jo Shannon and Na- 
omi Shildcrout, were held in $500 
| bail for the grand jury. Same ac- 
tion was taken against manager 
Frederick Bartholdi. 

Civic and religious groups had 
been attempting to get the city to 
ban the burlesque operation even 
before opening. However, it was 
found that there was no legal 
ground to prevent operation and 
a license had to be granted. Since 
then, the management has charged 
| systematic molestation by the city 
because of pressures of various 
groups. 
| Warrants against the girls stated 
| that each of the dancers “exhibited 
and displayed to the audience her 
naked female body in. diverse, 
lewd, filthy, gaudy, lascivious, ob- 
scene, indecent, scandalous and de- 
generate postures, actions and po- 
sitions.” 

Al & Belle Dow, N. Y. bookers, 
are in on the operation of the 
house with the Reade interests. 





FONTAINE PINCH-HITS 


Frank Fontaine. who is now at 
the Paramount Theatre, N. Y., 
played the Copacabana’ twice 
within a week. Comic replaced 
Dominique who was in an auto 
mishap, last Thursday (2), and 
went in on Saturday for Joyce 
Bryant when her voice gave out. 

As a result, Music Corp. of 
America is now dickering for a 
Fontaine stand with Jules Podell 
|Copa’s operator. Nitery's fall sea- 
son will start with Martin & Lewis, 
who go in Sept. 17. 


Allan Jones Heads Up 
Blackpool Summer Grind 


Blackpool, June 30. 
Allan Jones, U. S. singer, heads 
| the annua! summer stint at Winter 
|Gardens Pavilion here under ban- 








jner of George and Alfred Black. | 


|The comic is 
| funster Ken Piatt, 
Black directing. 

Support team includes English 
/comedy duo Morecambe and Wise, 
and Rob Murray, Australian dead- 
|pan juggler. 


with Alfred 


senting a $120,000 production, 
}“The Show of Shows.” Company 
of 75 is headed by Les Compag- 


nons de la Chanson (French sing- | 


ing group), Harry Secombe, Eve 
| Boswell and Harry Bailey. 

Blackpool, w.k. English holiday 
|resort, has developed in postwar 
| years to become one of the more 
|ijmportant vacation entertainment 
centres. 





Music publisher Eddie Joy will 
stage Guy Mifchell’s act at the 
| Palladium, London, where singer 
‘opens July 20. 


+ 


FOR 2 N.Y. COPA ACTS 


North-of-England | 


| The Black brothers are also pre- | 


AGVA Uses Paid-Up Card Gimmick 


Of Catskill Stages 


Representatives of the American 
|Guild of Variety Artists in the 
| Catskill Mountain belt hit on a new 
strategy over the July 4th weekend 
in an effort to support the Hotel 
|and Restaurant Employees Union 
‘in latter’s attempt to get recogni- 
|tion in the N. Y. state mountain 
hotels. Selected for the first show 
of power are the two largest op- 
|erators in the area, Grossinger’s, 
Ferndale, and the Concord, Kiame- 
sha Lake. The hotel union picket- 
led by automobile, on foot and by 
| plane 

In both hotels, AGVA’s attempt 


-|house both Danny Kaye and Bob | to line up support is based on the 


enforcement of regulations now on 
ithe books. An artist must have a 
| paid-up card at all times and must 
be able to show the contract for 
the job whenever an accredited 
union rep so demands. By enforc- 
ing these rules, it became possible 
| to prevent several performers from 
working. This method of support 
is considered more desirable since 
a direct order to performers not to 
go on, in sympathy with another 
|} union, may force a question of con- 
| flict Taft-Hartley Act's 
| ban on secondary boycotts The 
j;method AGVA employed over the 





with the 


|weekend thus skirts any possible 
|violation. This is especially true 
in view of the fact that the per- 
former union has, on previous oc- 
casions, pounced down on Cafes, 
theatres and club dates, and or- 


dered acts to show paid-up cards 
and contracts before’ permitting 
them to go on. 

Paid-Up Paradox 

Strategy based on paid-up cards 
and contracts offered some contra- 
dictions in its mountain applica- 
tion. For example, the Footnotes, 
slated for the Concord, weren't 
given a chance to pay up delin- 
quent dues. However, other acts 
were forgiven a slight delinquency. 

Artie Rice, the AGVA rep, wait- 
ed until the overture was on and 
then made the demand for the 
show of cards. Thus the perform- 
er didn’t have a chance to run back 
to the dressing room, since even 
the male entertainer doesn't carry 
a wallet for fear of bulging or de- 
'stroying the lines of the drape. The 
strategy was partially successful. 
Several performers defied Rice, 
Among them was Helen O'Connell, 
appearing at Grossinger’s, who was 
given a summons to appear before 
the New York AGVA board. 

Hotel union reps last week ap- 
peared before the AVGA executive 
board and asked their support in 
an effort to get recognition in the 





mountain belt. Board voted to 
back them. 

The hotelmen had obtained a 
temporary injunction from = Su- 


preme Court Justice William Costa 
sitting in Monticello. Papers were 
served Friday (3) on members of 
the picket line, but they were gen- 
erally disregarded as none of the 
picketers were officials of the 
(Continued on page 62) 


3 West End Niteries 
Shutter in Dog Days 


London, July 7. 

Aftermath of the Coronation 
spending spree is a slump in Lon- 
don'’s West End nitery traffic, as a 
result of which several clubs are 
shutting down for a month or so, 
to weather the depression, 

Although this is the time of the 
year when a slump can be expect- 
ed—what with holidays and long 
evenings taking people away from 
ithe night spots—the falling-off in 








|customers is much more marked 
|than usual. Many of the niteries 
ithat would close down anyway 


just now are shutting their doors 
with a sigh of relief. 

The Cafe de Paris is closing for 
seven weeks, from Aug. 1 to Sept. 
25. La Ronde is closing for August, 
and the Don Juan is also closing 
down for the same month. 

Significant sign of the times is 
that the Empress Club is dropping 
one of its bands; the Copacabana 
has cut four musicians from its two 
combos, and that Santiago’s rumba 
band at the Bagatelle has left to 
be replaced by Johnny Kerrison’s 
four-piece Latin-American group. 








Jose Greco and his Spanish 
Dancers will make their first out- 
door appearance in New York at 
Lewisohn Stadium July 21, as a 
longhair attraction with the Sta- 
dium Symphony. 
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albeit in varying forms. Trio con- 
sists of two mustachioed gents and 
one brunet looker, the gents sand- 


Roxy, N. ¥. | 


“Broadway Memories,” ice revue | 





; eee * : : : a 
with Sid Stone, The Bruises (3),| cnu¢ling across stage in night-| . 7 (4). The | pet at same time as accordion, then 
Ted Thurston, Douglas Duffy, Edith | gress type of garb. Eccentric style | peed ar ge erat "(with lights cigar and smokes while play- 
Kandel, Ernest Mann, Jeannie Sook | o6¢ comedy is, as usual, clicko. eaale McLaughlin), Wells & 4| Ing. iff . th e hile still fin- 
& Ted Roman, Bobby Blake, Rory| Clifford Stanton is an away-| _ ee. Lomkertl House Orch; | - ie th ; operdign.snd towing 
Skating Blades & Belles, Chora-| from-the-usual run of impression- | FAus, z ney” (20th ) ‘reviewed Re tn vet. Bi hand for this nov- 
leers, ‘Bob Boucher House Orch; ists, combining histrionic and | ; Pou der ap T 13. °53 , — ST ae _— ‘ineenammnatdanna” 
“White Witch Doctor” (20th), Te- speaking talent with flair for i. Variety May 13, 99. re ed ane 9 “esen and tenn.” 
: —_ ‘ > me sary (cae low . j . . "Se - | ‘ , SS. | 
viewed in VARIETY June oT, we pig Pongal Ninciish veut with ae | Current Palace bill is in the| Olga Varona, chestnut-haired gal | 
Timed for the July 4 holiday, ability and a clever (in parts) line | holiday filler class. A sew ar —_ up tle a fag crandbnges Mme 
the current Roxy show is a color-| of patter between himself and his| acts are offered, but none ee eee eee - cates 2 aioe yes | 
ful ice layout with a patriotic and| dummy, Charlie Brown. Act, how- | even a neagr resemblance to i a yr Bee ae doce a bs 
nostalgie musical format. Although ever, could be usefully pruned. | pact. Result Is an overall haat a toe tone) th Granger Bros score 
these blade spectacles tend to re Elimar, male juggler, does his} layout. Strange—or is it? —how | too long) eG g ‘3 


peat the same ideas from show to 


Joe Phillips, Larry Marvin, “Pig- 


audience the impression of a 
friendly, unaggressive type wlio 
knows ‘his business. He plays trum- 


Palace, N. Y. _ 
Church & Hale, The Nivellis (2), 





tricks on the slack wire, after bal-| some poor fodder is devoured by 


show, this bill has some fresh an-| ancing clubs, hoops and rubber | pewsters in which peasants seem 
gies and gets an additional lift balls on solid stage. He has lively; to dominate. If an act eg 
from Sid Stone’s non-ice routine gal assistant who really seems in-| by that kind of reaction, its aeae 

The standout blade bit is turned terested in her work. would be swelled beyond repair. 


» Three ruises, a male 
amie Lge 7 bagful of | clent bearded yokel and gal act 
— te ea W Trio ic “garbed with indigo touch too much to 
clowning stunts £ . 7 ale tet! gee ee aan 
as washerwomen and use the pails fere, particularly in opening re 


a © as ‘ops for their} >.) 

and brooms il on a, PR, sor Flack & Lucas, two males, are 
roughhouse antic ~ iperlative | above-average hoofers, wearing 
of this combo is a superk Royal Blue suits and dancing atop 

‘k ‘rformer on ice and they ’ 
tric perro : hehe funny four blown-up dominoes. Gordon | 
add up to a_ consistently ” | Rolfe gives worthwhile showback- | 
team ing with resident house orch. 

Ice dancer Bobby Blake | also Gord. 
clicks with his George M Cohan | la 
takeoff on “Yankee Doodle 
Dandy,” with Dave Mallen ng Apollo, N. WY. 
2 > ‘ , c J / Cc 4 1@ , rye ‘ ° - 
ing the offstage singing voice. + Ruth Brown, The Crickets (5) 
Jeannie Sook & Ted Roman team c 4 P ‘ A oe 
JCi = ther strong turn with | Sonny Stitt Orch (12), 2 Cantons, 
their ves -— ti ”hoofing routine | “Stoerts” Davis Spo-Dee-0-Dee; 
their slow motion > ‘ > ; Ie’? (90 
on ice which they execute with Lady in the Iron Mask” (20th). 


precision. 

Douglas Duffy has another solid 
act in his drunk session complete 
with wobbles, spins and pratfalls 
His unsuccessful efforts to pick 
up his hat get lots of laughs. Edith 
Kandel & Ernest Mann _ register 
okay with some standard ice ball- 
roomology. 


Ruth Brown, one of the hottest 
recording artists (Atlantic Records) 
in the rhythm and blues field, 
b.o. insurance for the Apollo this 
sesh. Chirp’s vibrant delivery, with 
the accent on sex, is a sure audi- 
ence pleaser. Also a strong plus 


i‘ ; , inte act js | turn contributed by the Two Can- 

Sie gh ape ret oe oom . tons, Oriental brother act. Another 
ae ge Bo cer he turn. which | entry of some jure importance is 
hasaee on Stone’s accurate carbon | rhe b free nig ee quintet re- 
of the sidewalk hucksters. Slap-| V’©wed under New Acts. 
stick gimmick, in which Stone| Holding down the band assign- 
covers the face of his stooge | ment is the Sonny Stitt orch, 
(Murray Henkins) with a cure-all comprised of three rhythm, five 
cream, is surefire. | brass and four reed, with band- 


leader playing a variety of saxes. 
Crew bangs out an okay beat along 
progressive lines. Besides opening 
show, band takes over around the 
midway mark to offer two num- 


Production numbers are some-| 
what routine with the opening se- 
quences pitching up a flock of 
oldie tunes sung by Ted T hurston, 
who's dressed as a World War 1 | 


doughboy. Closing number ts the | bers, “aa demonstrating his 
> ae ' . saxing ability. 

atriotic rouser with the line of ag SEY. - 

hot "and male dancers decked | Comedy offered by Spo Dee-O- 

nr in “red white-&-blue with a Dee is weak In addition to filling 

) a < 


in with a patter turn, comic does 


— ries flag as a backdrop 
huge American flag as a Pla bit with tapster “Shorts” 


and Cohan’'s “You're a Grand Old 


. » oliche | another Je Ac -to-hi 

‘lag’ as the theme. It’s a clich r New Act. Hand-to-hand 

a6 carn a power-| action by the Cantons is excellent. 
closer guaranteed to earn a p Higl , . 

| tt from the customers | tligh spot has the brothers per- 
ful mi slice forming various acro stunts while 

Bob Boucher batons the house | twirling dishes on the end of a 
orch in competent style with Ray stick 
Porter dittoing as = the |" Miss Brown socks across six 
choral group erm. tunes in the closing frame, Song- | 


| cut gown, spices tunes with a bed- 
| room flavor. Output includes ‘Miss 
| Brown's Back in Town,” ‘5-10-15 
| Hours,” “Daddy, Daddy,” “Hold Me, 


Empire. Edinburgh 
Edinburgh, July 3. 
Burl Ives, Wilson, Keppel & Ret 
ty. Clifford Stanton, Arthur Wors- 


| Thrill Me, Kiss Me” and “Mama, | 
ley, Elimar, Godfrey’ & Kerby, |He Treats Your Daughter Mean.” 
Flack & Lucas, Gordon L. aaa Jess. 
Orch. — 


Burl Ives, U. S. folk singer, 
scores a big success on this, his 
first regular vaude date of career,| S 
and opening stint in eight weeks | Litico & Mario, Rosita & Antonio, 
British provincial tour. In 42- min-| Lil Marr, Sans Souci Dancers: 
ute act he wins sympathy from | Leonardo & Anita, Brenda & Val. 
stubholders, having strong appeal | enti, Les Rhode House Orch.: “The 
with his simple, homely tunes in| Big Frame” (RKO) , 
well-chosen songalog. Absence of | : : : 
any bombast or star complex gives | ——apae 
him winning way with customers, 
singer standing informally before 
the mike and strumming away at] 
his guitar. British TV and radio 
reputation preceded him here. 

Ives tees off with philosophical 
song called “Watch the Doughnut, 
Not the Hole.’ From tunes of the 
Tennessee mountains he brings an} 
interesting newcomer, “The Great | 
White Bird,” and has audience par- | 
ticipation in “Eating Googer Peas.” 
Achieving chorus effect from an 


Olympia, Miami 


, ; J Miami, July 4. 
Sans Souci Revue with Estela, 


Version of the lavish 
offered last winter at plush Sans 
Souci Casino in Havana is in 
featured slot this week and marks 
up high rating with the stub- 
holders, 

It's a fast and furious shindig, 


dances. Only lack is comedy, but 
fast pace and sight values obscure 
that fact. Sans Souci 


Edinburgh Empire audience, par-| > r Ue 
ticularly. at. first. house (show! Toppers are Estela, Litico and 
caught), is difficult feat. stubhold- | Mario. The swivel-hipped lass 
ers here being notoriously dead| 84tners hefty reaction with her | 
and stuffy as compared with the/ 8yrations encasing rhumba_ and 
more volatile Glasgow Empire} ™ambo. Another scorer is team of 
customers. Ives achieves this with | Rosita & Antonio. Duo stomp out 
simple, direct and sincere ap-| authentic flamenco routines to keep 
proach. His wk. number, “Big| the torrid pace. Production is 
Rock Candy Mountain,” which he} overboard on the terping although 
describes as about the hereafter | aud goes big for the setup with the 
of American hoboes. wins solid | bongo beat. Line is well staged and 
mitting, as does “Foggy Foggy) imaginatively routined, with gay 
Dew.” costuming adding to colorful effect. | 
As tribute to Scotland = and Two acts precede the revue and 
Queen Liz, Ives does the very tee off matters in zingy fashion. 
brief “Welcome the Rose” verse,| Puppet manipulations of Leonardo 


written for an earlier Queen Mar-'! 
garet. He also clicks big with 
“Noah Found Grace in the Eyes of 
de Lawd” and with a torch song, 
“Tell Me Your Story.” He has ap- | 
peal both to juves and adults, and 


& Anita are deft and male's ventro 
tricks add up to top register pro- 
portions. 
who knows his biz. 
reception. 

Satirical 


hoofing of Brenda & 


is welcome contrast after line of! Valenti wins them quickly. Stuff 
noisy U. S. vocal names. |is angled for laughs and garners 

Support biil is average. Wilson,|} goodly portion. Outstander is! 
Keppel & Betty, classic English! Valenti’s heel and toe work atop | 
comedy trio, bring back their fa-;of a keg. Acts gets. mitting 


mous “Cleopatra’s Nightmare” act, 
which never seems to tire stub- 
holders despite years of repetition, | 


Les Rhode house orch 
a difficult show in 


throughout 
backgrounds 
fine fashion. 


Godfrey & Kerby are n.s.g. an-| 


marks about the old one’s fiddle. | 


| by 
| Negro comedy foursome that reg- 


| act around. 

| Benny Meroff, 
| with jokes, song bits, playing of a} 
| tine apeing Ted Lewis, except that 


| per 


is | 


| tap stint of George Church & Mar- 


| factor at the house is the nifty acro | 


Davis, | 


| from the depths. 


stress, decked out in a tight, low- | 





revue | 


A particularly pallid turn is by 
Joe Phillips, doing a World War I 
monolog in misfit khaki. His reci- | 
tative is ancient and poorly-timed. 
The crowd gives him a good mitt 
An even bigger response is rated 
“Pigment” Markham & Co., 


ulars at the Harlem Apollo and is 
also a Palace familiar. Standard | 
courtroom skit is about the noisiest | 


string is| 


to closing 


comedic 
in next 


Third in the 


variety of straight and screwy in- 
struments and a real funny rou- 


handles the battered top- | 
even better. His foil, Kath- | 
leen McLaughlin, brings wolfcalls | 
and deserves ‘em for that face and 
chassis. 
There's 


Meroff 


| 
a peppy opener in the| 
ilyn Hale, with neat duo cleating, | 
softshoe whirls and solos. Blonde. | 
personable Miss Hale does a nifty | 
interpretive dance and partner is 
graceful. Deuce is filled by Nivelli, | 
veteran magico assisted on props 
by his wife. Full-dressed gent has | 
a long line of excellent tricks, al- | 
though the salesmanship can stand 
improvement. There’s another | 
terp act, but from the ballroom- | 
ology shelf, in the Barrys, a mixed | 
twosome with nice lift and whirl | 
patterns plus a “sleepytime”’ stanza 
that’s well delineated and puts 
them over. 

Bill’s singer is tall Larry Marvin, 
garbed in white suit and strawhat 
for no particular reason. Essaws | 
mostly ditties in muscular bari- | 
tone, does “Rockabye” with prob- | 
able intention of imitating Jolson | 
and also handles a medley with no 
style worth the mention. Can use 
some current standards to lift him 
Snappy closer is 
tumbling, table 
and comedy boxing 
dance of Wells & Four Fays, a 
rapidfire colorfully-attired group. | 
Jo Lombardi backstops the show. 
Trau. 


provided by the 


contortions 


Empire, Glasgow 
Glasgow, Julv 1. 
Tessie O'Shea (with Ernest Wam- 
pola), Johnny Lockwood, Johnny | 
Matson, Olga Varona, Mona Mc- | 
Call, St. Denis Bros. & Beryl (3), | 
Granger Bros. (2), Marie de Vere | 
Lovelies (8), Jack Puttnam Orch. | 





“Current Empire bill can’t keep | 
away from Americans. Sandwiched 
between a long line of U.S. vocal | 
stars and more of similar variety | 
to come, it features a top British | 
comedienne plus fair support, high- | 
light of latter being Johnny Mat-| 
son, American trumpet and accor | 
dion player. Matson even has his | 


with 


| useful 


an eccentric dance, 


Johnny Lockwood 


drinking whisky in a sketch with | 
| Dennis Lewes. Foot-tapping Gran- 
gers 


close the show along with 


chorines, Miss O'Shea walking 

down as a top-hatted Judy Gar- 

land. Gord. 
Pavilion, Gourock 


Gourock, Scot., June 29. 
Denny Willis with Jimmy Plant 
Fraser Hayes Quartet, Babette 


, 


Raoul, Billy Cameron, Irene Camp- 
| bell, Anna Scott, Campbell Nicol, | 


Orch. 

Summer layout is notabie for 
clicko performance of young Scot 
Denny Willis. Expertly 
fed by longtime foil Jimmy Plant, 
he proves capabilities and shows 
potency to become a top comedian. 


Pamedia 
comedian 


| He is a son of Dave Willis, retired 


Scot comic whose naturally funny 


| Chaplinesque style made him big 


fave over the years and a recent 
success on British TV. 

By a curious coincidence, Willis 
is being fed by same English foil 
as was his pater. New comic has 
tall, lanky figure, gangling gait and 
a “sillyboy” manner. He _ scores 
solidly and is especial favorite 
with juves at this Clyde coast thea- 
tre. Still needed is a gimmick 


| catch-phrase to identify him with 


the customers. Willis has good 
comedy material, particularly a 
sketch with Plant in which he plays 
a medico doing a surgical operation 
by television and using a screen for 
shadow effects. 

Rest of show is fairly pleasing, 
with standout adagio dance routine 
from Babette & Raoul, Scot act 
despite Continental-sounding name. 
Layout is solid in terping, more 
work here coming from 
youngsters Billy Cameron = and 


' blonde looker Irene Campbell. 


Vocally, the best act is the Fraser 
Hayes Quartet, three fellows and 
one gal, a blonde, fluffy 
Combo is strong instrumentally. 

Gord. 


Casino, Toronto 
Toronto, July 3. 
Pearl Bailey & Lou Bellson, Nic- 


oli Knight, Wong Sisters (2), Ar- 
wood’s Dogs, Danny Drayton, 
Archie Stone House Orch; “My 


Man and I” (M-G). 


With plenty of that traditional 
stage savvy, Pearl Bailey has the 
audience well in hand from her 
opening recitative, “15 Years,” her 
“Still Serving Time” and “Lone- 
somest Gal in Town.” Second set 
includes “Birth of the Blues,” 
“Tootsie,” “Takes Two to Tango,” 
and a wham finale of “Tired.” Aud 
response is_ terrific. It’s also 
Miss’ Bailey’s breakaway,  non- 


being | 
garbed as workmen in buff-colored 
overalls. 
trays a schoolboy smoking fags and | 


por- | 


looker. | 


Seville, Montreal 
Montreal, July 4. 


Gordon MacRae (with Sheilq 
Stephens), Honey Bros. (3), Ange! 
Bobby Joyce & Ginger, Evers ¢ 
Dolorez, Len Howard Orch (6): 
“The Lady Pays Off” (U). , 








Loaded with personality and ex. 
hibiting an affable easygoing man- 
ner, Gordon MacRae: is surefire 
| with all age groups in current Se- 
ville layout. As headliner, Mac. 
Rae tees off his session with a 
special intro number, reprised a 
brace of his Capitol disclicks and 
then kids around with an impresh 


set that includes Bogart, Croshy 
jand ae nifty “Yankee Doodle 


| Dandy” a la Cagney, complete with 
patter and hoofing. 

| MacRae’s attractive wife, Shei 
| Stephens, makes entry about t} 
| time and couple wow with nonch+ 
jlant chatter and song. Gal is a 
looker from every angle and is a 
definite asset to act without im- 
| pairing the MacRae presentation 
in any way. In the vocal slot, 
MacRae shows plenty of range, 
solid phrasing and an ability to in- 


i 
‘ 


|May Moxon Girls (6), Billy Rose |terpret a ballad without going over- 


| board as shown in his version of 
i “If Believe,” which he uses as a 
| begoff. 

| Remainder of program top- 
| notch and house manager Archie 
| Laurie has assembled the show- 
case for best visual and pacing 
| possibilities. Evers & Dolorez take 
; the opening and offer a neat wire 
| routine highlighted by the shapely 
| femme doing a toe number on the 
thread for a sock clincher. 

The Honey Bros. do emcee 
chores throughout which breaks 
monotony of usual intro bits and 
then pick up a big reception fo: 
their general tumbling comedics 
before MacRae makes his appear- 
ance, 

A moppet, called Angel, still a 
couple of years from her teens, 
|; presents a ventro sequence with 
the flourish and savvy of an ex- 
|perienced trouper. Clad in a 
| frilly party dress, patent leather 
| shoes and a big bow in her hair, 
Angel works first with a single 
doll and then brings on a second 
|for some amazing voice tossing. Kid 
|has a strong set of pipes during 
own song fests, a well-disciplined 
script and her three-voice war- 
| bling in finale is standout. Besides 
| novelty appeal of her youth, Angcl 
| stacks up easily with many adult 
| performers 
| groove. 

Bobby Joyce & Ginger return 
| to tap out more of their numbers 
on the Seville boards to same big 
mitt and the house orch unde: 
direction of Len Howard does okay 
job on all counts. Newt. 


is 








in this particular 











: — 
| Sth ‘Kettle’ 


Continued from page 1 








of the likely gross for any pic of 
this production calibre. 

Surprising aspect of “Vacation” 
is that its b.o. is just about even 
with ail predecessors in the mara- 
thon series. Marjorie Main and 
Percy Kilbride, leads in the pix, 
| aren’t generally recognized as in 
| the same league with, say, Dean 
| Martin & Jerry Lewis, yet the com- 
| bo continues to click with the same 








chalant chatter to background mu- | degree of consistency. “Vacation is 


with accent on uninhibited native | 


outdoor | 
stage setting—two flights of stairs | 
leading to upper level stage—has | 
been duplicated, adding to effect. 


He’s a mult-voiced guy | 
Off to solid | 


| 


Lary. ! 


wife, soprano Mona McCall wiih | 
the show, each half of this very re- | 
cent Mr. & Mrs. team doing a solo 
turn on first segment of layout. 
Bill-topping Tessie O'Shea, large- 
sized English comedienne, offers 
the kind of warm act that is solid | 


| finish with 
| phrasing. 


the band on time in 


clicko with stubholders (see New Miss. Bailey’s snazzy wardrobe, 
Acts). She has capable backing at house orch is currently tiered 
the 88 from Ernest Wampola. | onstage, with singer also having 

Show opens brightly and color- her own accompanist (Lloyd 


fully with a grande fiesta scene,| Phillips) at the grand. Lou Bell-| 


the two Granger Bros. putting in/ son, of course, is at the drums for 
some useful hoofing and the Marie sharp background and has a four- 
de Vere chorines proving attrac-| minute “solo” that maintains his 
tive. St. Denis Bros. & Beryl are an | Skinbeating rep. 
out-of-the-rut acro specialty, Beryl} Danny Drayton acts as 
being a looker with personality. 
Highlight of turn has one of the 
brothers doing a somersault five 
times, each on one foot only. Exit 
to hearty mitting. 

Miss McCall chirps sweetly. Her 
songalog includes “Zing Go the 
Strings of My Heart” and “Love Is 
Where You Find It,” plus an at- 
tractive Italian number which she | 
tells outfronters she picked up in and the matte. 
her native Chicago. | Nicoli Knight, shapely puppe- 

Johnny Lockwood, English come- | teer, scores heavily with her little 


emcee 


| a socko. Also over big are Arwood’s 


| tinted poodles, with mouth catches, 
|pyramid building, and a clever 


dian, has to overwork to garner, People opening in a hot jazz num- | 
laffs with a _ mildish string of ber, then a neat striptease, and a 
stories, not all of fresh vintage.| clever drunk act, all to hefty re- 


| turns. Knitting the bill throughoui, 
| prior to bringing on Miss Bailey, 

Looking like a younger version | Drayton is his usual expert self on 
of tilmstar George Sanders, 26-| glib patter, eccentric taps, his 
year-old Matson enters playing his 
accordion, then darts into a cow- 
boy travesty as he warbles “Deep 
in the Heart of Texas.” (He’s from 
Montana.) 

Matson 


His act is also overlong and he oui- 
stays welcome. 


| panto of a girl taking a bath, and 
a Joe Frisco terp finish in which | 
the comic can't successfully reach 
_the wings without a pratfall. Lat- 
iter is very reminiscent but audi- 
McStay. 


is quite a guy, giving! ence is convulsed. 


To dress up the act, apart from | 


| throughout, warming up the cus- | 
;tomers for entrance of the Wong | 
Sisters, cute Oriental tapsters in| 
interpolated acro and swift flips to | 


| Dogs, including terriers and pink- | 


‘tumbling finish involving Arwood | 


sic that unerringly sells, with the | fifth in the continuing “Kettle” 
| part-time monologist getting back series. 
jin the song groove just in time to! U officials claim the “Kettles” 


are not strictly the cornball stuff 
with which many other industry- 
jites identify them. The Main- 
| Kilbride comedies, they say, click, 
}in part, for the reason that audi- 
; ences like to identify themselves 
| with the two screen characters, of 
_ limited werldly circumstances, who 
| always score some form of success. 
| The pix do particularly well in the 
drive-ins. 











| | Vaude’s Hot Chance | 


Continued from page 1 














eee ——— 


vaude cards can be bought at com- 
paratively small costs. Evidence 
of that is seen in the operation of 
the Palace, N. Y., which now gels 
| standard acts at costs much lower 
'than was thought possible several 
| years ago. 

The agencies have virtually writ- 
ten off nabe stageshows as p0OSSs!- 
| bilities, but offices still feeT that 
| there are midtown houses in many 
| cities that should bite on the stage- 
show proposition in the fall. They 
| point out that the rush for product 
will be tremendous and some will 
necessarily have to look for items 
other than 3-D to meet competi- 
‘tion. Agencies hope that vaude 


} will fill that requirement. 
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Scene Shifts to Neutral’ Detroit 
For Meet of Chi Cafemen and AGVA 


Chicago, July 7. 

A meeting between the Cafe 
Owners Association of Greater 
Chicago and the American Guild 
of Variety Artists is slated to start 
on Thursday (9) in Detroit. Ex- 
ecs of both organizations will get 
together in what is described as an 
attempt to settle differences on | 
neutral territory away from mem-}| 
bership pressure. | 

Suggestion for a meeting came 
from the Chi owners following | 
failure to get an injunction against 
AGVA to prevent any harassments 
from the union. Court provided 
further time to both sides to file 
briefs. “There was to have been a 
hearing last week in the Chi Fed- 


4 





eral court, but legal battle was 
postponed pending the Detroit 
talks. 

The tiff between AGVA and 


COAGC has been running for sev- 
eral months, having started with 
the union’s demand for a $2.50 
welfare contribution weekly for 
each performer. Several niteries 
resisted this attempt and have been 
getting along without AGVA per- | 
formers. 

Both sides are approaching the 
meeting with an extremely wary 
attitude. General feeling prevails 
that the major purpose of the hud- 
die is to exhaust all possibilities 
of settlement so that the courts or 
state or Federal mediation service 
will be forced to step into the dis- 
pute. The cafemen would like the 
Feds to step in, believing that it 
would imply that AGVA is servic- 
ing members that are engaged in 
interstate commerce and thus the 
union would be subject to Taft- 
Hartley Act, AGVA says that 
niteries are not in interstate com- 
merce and that T-H has no juris- 
diction in this dispute. 

Name of the hotel where confab 
will take place hasn’t been re- 
vealed as yet. 

TROA ‘Watching’ 

Meeting will be watched with in- 
terest by the Theatre Restaurant 
Owners of America, which while 
not affiliated with the Chi group, 
is working harmonigusly on mat- 
ters relating to AGVA. TROA met 
Jast week in Pittsburgh where it 
was decided that Lenny Littman, 
operator of the Copa there, would 
remain as acting president of the 
organization, at least until the next 
convention is held in September, 
probably in Atlantic City. Litman 
stepped tinto the post after Lou 
Walters, of Latin Quarter, N. Y., 
had resigned the presidency. 

Colonel Maurice Lutwack, at- 
torney for the TROA, was voted a 
three-year contract at the Pitt con- 
fab and two field men were hired 
to assist executive secretary Dave 
Fox. Also 93 new members were 


Vv oted in. There was only the 
briefest discussion of TROA’s 
troubles with AGVA_ although 


nitery owners expressed a deter- 
mination to see the battle through 
to a finish. 


Tahoe Cafe May Switch 
Over in $1,230,000 Action 


Reno, July 7. 


Operation of the Stateline Coun- 
try Club, booker of top talent dur- 
ing Lake Tahoe’s summer session, 
was due to be taken over today 
‘Tues.) by Anthony Grech and 
Paul Venturi, California casinoists. 
; Grech and Venturi sued Nick 
Sahati, Stateline owner, for $1,230,- 
000, alleging he backed down on 
an agreement to give them a five- 
year lease on the premises. They 
asked that the club be placed in 
the hands of a receiver pending 
outcome of the court action. 

Sahati agreed to a_ settlement 
last Friday (3) and. said he 
was willing to give the Coasters a; 
five-year lease as soon as the two 
men completed payment of the first 
year’s rent of $120,000. The spot 
will fall into the hands of receivers 
if the suit is not settled on sched- 
ule, 

The Bay Area duo seek $1,200.- 
000 for loss of anticipated profits 
during the five-year lease period, 
Plus the return of $30,000 they 
paid Sahati as the first installment 
of rent. 

Stateline’s first show of the sea- 
Son starred Joni James and now 
has Nellie Lutcher in the marquee 
Position. Milton Deutsch will con- 
Unue booking shows for the spot. | 











Billy Shaw 0.0.’s British 


‘Ice Revue’s’ Brit. Opener 
Dudley, Eng., July 7. 

New Bernard Delfont “Ice Re- 
vue,” starring Belita and British 
singer Bruce Trent, has opened 
at the Hippodrome here, with a 
tour to follow. Silent mimic Eddie 
Vitch is also featured. 

Production is by America’s Dick 
Barstow. 








Acts, Inks Marian Bruce 


London, July 1. 2-a-Day Hither 


American agent Billy Shaw, who ! 
arrived in London to look over 
talent, signed Negro songstress 
Marian Bruce, whom he heard at 
a Royal Festival Hall jazz concert 

He also made an offer to English 
bandleader Ivy Benson, who runs 
her own All-Girl band, for a 44- 
week season in the States. Shaw 
later left for Amsterdam. 


And Yon But It’s 
Loaded With ‘fs’ 


Two-a-day vaude is seen as 








Borge, Jessel Top 


Mpls. Aquatennial 


Minneapolis, July 7. 

Impending indoor show of Aqua- 
tennial, local annual summer mar- 
“1 gras, will have Victor Borge and 
George Jessel for headliners and 
lineup of acts will include the 
McGuire Sisters and Lu Ann 
Simms. 

Show is a promotion of  sta- 
tion WCCO, its sixth annual, and 
is presented in the 10,000-seat 
Auditorium for a_ single night, 
July 18, before a live audience 
which pays admission. Station al- 
so sends show over air, but only 
had it on CBS network twice. 

Previous shows have been head- 
lined by Bob Hope, Arthur God- 
frey, Eddie Cantor, Edgar Bergen 
and Dennis Morgan. 

Otherwise, Aquatennial.also will 
include, as usual, the big Al 
Sheehan combo stage-water show, 
the Aqua ‘Follies,’ which runs 10 
nights; huge night and day parades 
with elaborate floats, and many 
other events. 


L.A’S COCOANUT GROVE 
BUYS ’EM BY THE HOOF 


Los Angeles, July 7. 
Dance acts predominate at the 
Ambassador Hotel’s Cocoanut 
Grove for the next four months. 
The Szonys and Patachou open 
next Wednesday (15), to be fol- 
lowed by Marge & Gower Cham- 
pion, Aug. 5, and Gene Nelson, 
Aug. 26. Latter will share billing 
with Andy & Della Russell. Grove 
goes back to song stuff Sept. 9 
with Jane Powell and then returns 
to the feet beat with Darvas & 
julia, acrodance turn, opening 
Sept. 30. 


A.C.’s Big Holiday 
With Lotsa Talent 


Atlantie City, July 7. 


With the weatherman cooperat- 
ing 100%, this resort had a socko 
Fourth of July weekend though 
businessmen said their figures were 
slightly under those of a year ago. 
That was only because of the two- 
day holiday this year against a 
three day weekend last season. 

At Steel Pier, Johnnie Ray in a 
return visit played to capacity 
houses over the holiday period. 
He gave eight shows on Saturday 
and Sunday playing to an average 
of 4,000 at each. George Hamid, 
Jr., sone of the pier’s owner and 
the organization’s v.p., saw  busi- 
ness as a bit under last year’s 
Fourth, blaming the shorter span. 

Jonathan Dwight, who this 
year is producing shows in two re- 
sort theatres, The Gateway Musi- 
cal Playhouse at suburban Somers 
Point and the Quarterdeck Thea- 
tre here, was more than pleased 
with the b.o. for “Carousel” at the 
Playhouse and “Angel Street” at 
the Quarterdeck. 

All seasonal night spots with 
the ones operating throughout the 
year reported excellent weekend 
houses. Paradise, second big sepia 
cafe, opened with Stump & Stumpy 
featured in this year’s “Tropicana 
Revue.” 

Norman Brooks was at the 500 
club with Sophie Tucker due in 








Friday (10). It was Jackie Burns 
back at Margate Casino, Ray 
Malone at Dude Ranch; Bob 
O’Neill still packing them into 


Ricky’s Hialeah, and so on down 
the line. 





spreading considerably in the fall. 
Negotiations are now on for Dan- 
ny Kaye to play a Shubert house, 
possibly the Shubert, Philadelphia, 
| in the fall for an indefinite run. 

| The Philadelphia deal for Kaye 
|'has just been started and indica- 


| tions point to an October stand for 
the comic. How much time he'll 
be able to give top-priced vaude 
in that town will depend on _ his 
film commitments 

| In New York, RKO toppers are 
| Striving to start the name shows in 
| October at the Palace. Deal is cur- 
|rently on for Jack Benny to tee 
| off the proceedings. However, 
| that’s hanging by a fairly tenuous 
| thread and it’s likely to be called 
| off at any moment. RKO execs 
would also like to get repeats on 
Kaye, Judy Garland and Betty 
Hutton, but Palace dates for these 
headliners appear to be improb- 
able at this time. Kaye makes it a 
policy not to play the same city 
two years in a row. Miss Garland 
has a film commitment and Miss 


Hutton is not including N.Y. 
two-a-day on her winter prospectus 
at this time. Fred Astaire has 


turned down a Palace deal. 

The Curran, San Francisco, has 
been the most consistant user 
high-priced vaude. Proximity to 
Hollywood is given as one reason 
for its ability to get a greater sup- 


ply of headliners. Filmsters are 
more agreeable toward playing 
that house than the Palace be- 


cause the latter is regarded as the 
top prestige date in the country 
and an act has to make sure he’s in 
top shape before essaying that 
stand. Curran has Tony Martin 
booked, among others. 

Chicago hasn't set any 
day deals as yet, but the Shubert 
as well as the other legit houses 
in that town are open to any prop- 
osition and some are actively going 
out for such deals. 

Kaye's Palace deal of last yeaa 
has set the pattern for negotiations 
with other headliners. He received 
60% of the gross up to $40,000 and 
65% of the take beyond that. He 
paid for the orch, surrounding acts 
and shared in the advertising costs. 
Most headliners look for the same 
type of deal, but RKO wants a type 
of contract that would permit them 
to test the draw before issuing that 
kind of pact. 


Billy Daniels Hits Em With 
That Old B.0. Magic in His 
London Palladium Return 


London, July 7. 

Billy Daniels eclipsed last year’s 
top reception when he exited to a 
boffo ovation after a high-powered 
songalog highlighted by ‘“Yiddishe 
Momma” and “‘Biack Magic.” Negro 
songster, with staunch support 
from his pianist, Benny Payne, 
came on to a powerful mitt which 
kept on mounting as his act pro- 
gressed. The band found it neces- 
sary to play the national anthem 
to quell the enthusiasm. 

Chris Cross repeated his previous 
success at this house and dancer 
Betty Luster, in her Palladium 
debut, made an excellent impres- 
;sion. Another crowd-pleaser was 
|Dave Apollon, who was aided by 
pianist Laverne Gustafson and 
comedienne Elaine. 

Others on the bill are comedian 
Stan Stennett; Desmond & Marks, 
comedy acrobats; Three Houcs, 
jugglers; Lacy Troupe, equilibrists, 
and the Volants, a tumbling act. 











O&J’s Cafes-a-Poppin’ 

Olsen & Johnson will start a 
round of cafe dates in the fall. Duo 
have already been booked for the 
Last Frontier, Las Vegas, Oct. 26. 

Other stands are being lined up. 





i 
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AGVA Uses Paid-Up Card Gimmick 


To Sweep Acts Off Catskill Stages 





‘Sinatra Pacted for 3 
_ Playdates in Scotland 


Ayr, Scotland, June 30. 

Frank Sinatra will play a one- 
night stand at Green's Playhouse 
|Cinema here July 12 following a 
|vaude week at the Empire, Glas- 
| gow Singer will do two shows, 
with $2 top. Ayr is vacation spot. 
Sinatra goes to Dundee for an- 
|other two shows the following day, 
playing the Caird Hall. This is the 
house both Danny Kaye and Bob 
Hope played last year. Billy Ter- 
|nent showband will back up Sin- 
latra on all dates. Burl Ives is 
|pacted for week following Sinatra, 
|with Frankie Laine set for Au- 
| gust. 


Long Branch 








The 


eration, the Paramount Theatre, 


| Long Branch, N., J., is being given 
ja hard time by civic authorities. 
|Police last week arrested four 


strippers charged with giving in- 
decent performances, and at the 
same time a petition was presented 
to the city commission to ban this 
form of entertainment. 

Four girls, Gabby Williams, 
Mary Mack, Jo Shannon and Na- 
omi Shildcrout, were held in $500 
bail for the grand jury. Same ac- 
tion was taken against manager 
Frederick Bartholdi. 


been attempting to get the city to 
ban the burlesque operation even 
before opening. However, it was 
found that there was no legal 
ground to prevent operation and 
la license had to be granted. Since 
| then, the management has charged 
| systematic molestation by the city 
because of pressures of various 
groups. 
| Warrants against the girls stated 





| that each of the dancers “exhibited | 


| and displayed to the audience her 
|naked female body in diverse, 


| scene, indecent, scandalous and de- 
generate postures, actions and po- 


| house with the Reade interests. 


FONTAINE PINCH-HITS 


Frank Fontaine. 
the Paramount Theatre, N. Y., 
played the Copacabana twice 
within a week. Comic replaced 
Dominique who was in an auto 
mishap, last Thursday (2), and 
went in on Saturday for Joyce 
Bryant when her voice gave out. 

As a result, Musie Corp. of 
America is now dickering for a 
| Fontaine stand with Jules Podeil, 
'Copa’s operator. Nitery’s fall sea- 
son will start with Martin & Lewis, 
who go in Sept. 17. 


who is now at 








| Allan Jones Heads Up 
Blackpool Summer Grind 


Blackpool, June 30. 

; Allan Jones, U. S. singer, heads 
| the annua! summer stint at Winter 
|Gardens Favilion here under ban- 
| ner of George and Alfred Black. 
|The comic is North-of-England 
| funster Ken Platt, with Alfred 
Black directing. 

Support team 


and Rob Murray, Australian dead- 
| pan juggler. 
The Biack brothers are also pre- 


senting a $120,000 production, | 
|The Show of Shows.” Company 
of 75 is headed by Les Compag- 


nons de la Chanson (French sing- | 


|ing group), Harry Secombe, Eve 
| Boswell and Harry Bailey. 

| Blackpool, w.k. English holiday 
resort, has developed in postwar 
i years to become one of the more 
important vacation entertainment 
centres. 





Music publisher Eddie Joy will 
stage Guy Mitchell’s act at the 
| Palladium, London, where singer 
‘opens July 20. 


+ 


Valter Reade burlesque op- | 


Shorts Strips| 


Civic and religious groups had | 


| lewd, filthy, gaudy, lascivious, ob- | 
two-a- | 


sitions,” 
Al & Belle Dow, N. Y. bookers, 
are in on the operation of the} 


FOR 2 N.Y. COPA ACTS, 


includes English | 
|} comedy duo Morecambe and Wise, | 


Representatives of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists in the 
Catskill Mountain belt hit on a new 
'strategy over the July 4th weekend 
jin an effort to support the Hotel 
jand Restaurant Employees Union 
|in latter's attempt to get recogni- 
|tion in the N. Y. state mountain 
hotels. Selected for the first show 
of power are the two largest op- 
lerators in the area, Grossinger’s, 
| Ferndale, and the Concord, Kiame- 
isha Lake. The hotel union picket- 
led by automobile, on foot and by 
| plane. 

In both hotels, AGVA’s attempt 
| to line up support is based on the 
| enforcement of regulations now on 
ithe books. An artist must have a 
| paid-up card at all times and must 
|be able to show the contract for 
the job whenever an accredited 
union rep so demands. By enforc- 
ing these rules, it became possible 
| to prevent several performers from 
working. This method of support 
is considered more desirable since 
a direct order to performers not to 
go on, in sympathy with another 
union, may force a question of con- 
flict with the Taft-Hartley Act's 
ban on secondary boycotts The 
method AGVA employed over the 
weekend thus skirts any possible 
violation. This is especially true 
in view of the fact that the per- 
former union has, on previous oc- 
casions, pounced down on cafes, 
theatres and club dates, and or- 
dered acts to show paid-up cards 
and contracts before permitting 
them to go on. 

Paid-Up Paradox 

Strategy based on paid-up cards 
and contracts offered some contra- 
dictions in its mountain applica- 
tion. For example, the Footnotes, 
slated for the Concord, weren't 
given a chance to pay up delin- 
;quent dues. However, other acts 
were forgiven a slight delinquency, 

Artie Rice, the AGVA rep, wait- 
ed until the overture was on and 
then made the demand for the 
show of cards. Thus the perform- 
er didn’t have a chance to run back 
to the dressing room, since even 
the male entertainer doesn't carry 
a wallet for fear of bulging or de- 
stroying the lines of the drape. The 
| Strategy was partially successful. 
{Several performers defied Rice. 
|! Among them was Helen O'Connell, 
appearing at Grossinger's, who was 
|viven a summons to appear before 
the New York AGVA board. 

Hotel union reps last week ap- 
peared before the AVGA executive 
board and asked their support in 
an effort to get recognition in the 
mountain belt. Board voted to 
back them. 

The hotelmen had obtained a 
temporary injunction from Su- 
preme Court Justice William Costa 
sitting in Monticello. Papers were 
served Friday (3) on members of 
the picket line, but they were gen- 
erally disregarded as none of the 
picketers were officials of the 

(Continued on page 62) 














3 West End Niteries 
Shutter in Dog Days 


London, July 7. 

Aftermath of the Coronation 
spending spree is a slump in Lon- 
don’s West End nitery traffic, as a 
result of which several clubs are 
shutting down for a month or so, 
to weather the depression, 

Although this is the time of the 
year when a slump can be expect- 
ed—what with holidays and long 
evenings taking people away from 
ithe night spots—the falling-off in 





|customers is much more marked 
'than usual. Many of the niteries 
lthat would close down anyway 


just now are shutting their doors 
| with a sigh of relief. 

The Cafe de Paris is closing for 
seven weeks, from Aug. 1 to Sept. 
25. La Ronde is closing for August, 
| and the Don Juan is also closing 
| down for the same month. 

Significant sign of the times is 
that the Empress Club is dropping 
one of its bands; the Copacabana 
has cut four musicians from its two 
combos, and that Santiago's rumba 
band at the Bagatelle has left to 
be replaced by Johnny Kerrison’s 
four-piece Latin-American group, 





Jose Greco and his Spanish 
Dancers will make their first out- 
door appearance in New York at 
Lewisohn Stadium July 21, as a 
longhair attraction with the Sta- 
dium Symphony. 
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SUNDAY CONCERTS 


June 14—De Montfort Hall, Leices- 
ter, England. Played two capacity 
shows of 3,000 people each. 


June 21—Opera House, Blackpool. 
Both shows sold out two weeks in 
advance. 7,000 admissions Returning 
on July 19th for repeat date. 


June 28—Odeon Theatre, Leeds. 
Sold out ten days in advance. 2,700 
seats. Two shows. 


GENERAL ARTISTS 
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MR. VAL PARNELL 
for giving me the opportunity 


— to play to capacity audiences 
PR ag oy i ng agen at the London Palladium and 


with standees. 


June 22—Empire Theatre, Glasgow. 


. o 

the other Moss Empire | 
Cc letely sold 8 th tir 

wae befere “the first porfecmanes. Theatres. 


June 29—Empire Theatre, New- 
castle, England. 








July 6—Hippodrome Theatre, Bir- Lew & Leslie Grade who in 
mingham, England. . ‘ P 
“ Theatre, Manches- conjunction with my agents, 
July 20—Empire Theatre, Liverpool, General Artists Corp., ar- 
England. m 
ranged my entire tour of 
Great Britain. 
Exciusively 








U.S.A. Record Promotion—-MORRIS DIAMOND, (New York) —JERRY JOHNSON, (Hollywood) 
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Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. oJ. 

Will Mastin Trio featuring Sam- 
my Davis, Jr.; Connie Russell, 
Amin Bros. (2), Doug Rogers, 
Donn Arden Line, Walter Nye and 
Pupi Campo Orchs; $5 minimum. | 


Bill Miller’s Riviera continues in 
a forte showmanship _ tradition 
Following the record-breaking run 
on the previous bill topped by Tony 
Martin, Miller has installed a card 
that bespeaks solid talent. With a 
layout that has the Will Mastin 
Trio with Sammy Davis, Jr. as the 


standout, plus Connie Russell and 


the Amin Bros., it automatically 
indicates a strong accent on ente! 
taini nt 


This Davis lad is one of the top 
performers around. Negro young 
ste who fronts a trio comprising 
his uncle 


and father, has talent in 
every direction. He can sing, gab 
mimic, and dance and does each 
With topnotch quality. Davis has 
yet to hit his boxoffice peak but 
there’s every likelihood that he'll 
make it. He has been climbing 
consistently in the nitery popu 
larity ratings and what is now an 
evolutionary process may one day 
erupt into a condition where the 
lad is there 
Davi flanked by his elders, i: 
an extremely likable lad who has 
a fine catalog of material Hi 
on¢gs and dances are excellently 
built and his carbons of top pe 
sonalitie show authenticity and 
carry entertainment. While the 
impressionistics are a potent part 


of the act, his stress is wisely on 
comedy. He has a unique way of 
handling his takeoffs inasmuch as 
there are many impressions that 
only last an instant. He dwells at 
length on his portrait of Jerry 
s and a few others that he!p 
him to top audience ratings 
Junior's father and uncle, while 
scemingly around to provide back 








VOCIFEROUS 
APPROVAL 


FOR 


PATRICIA 


AND 


CAPPELLA 


"WHO PERFORM A VARIETY OF ROU- 
TINES SO SPECTACULARLY AND $0 
VIGOROUSLY AS TO WIN VOCIFEROUS 
AUDIENCE’S APPROVAL” , , , 


By H. MONK, St. Louwis-Globe 
MUNICIPAL OPERA ST. LOUIS 
Just Concluded 
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Now Appearing 
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Thanks to HANS LEDERER 
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| rates. 


,is illustrated in 
| Driftwood 
| lowed by Fran Warren, with bids 


| out for other talent in that salary 
, and 


| Monroeish 


| aud-holding 


| tune assortment. 


| style. 


'sround only, serve an important | 


purpose. In the first place, they | 
form a filial bond especially appre- | 
ciated by the mature type of 
spenders who can afford Riviera 
It’s a kind of family loyalty | 
recognized by one and all and 
which comes to the fore when} 
his closing number pays tribute | 
to the tricks of the trade taught | 
to him by the others in the act. | 
In a more practical vein, the guys | 
are around to do some bits at a 


time when the youth must con- 
serve his strength for an applause- 
building finale. All these things 
are accomplished and the _ trio 
cores a solid hit. 

Miss Russell comes to the Riviera 
under circumstances which do not 
illow her the range of versatility 
he capable of. Her singing 1s 
impressive and she’s a stylist who 
cores handily in this turn at Lhe 


Cate 

Mi Russell until recently had 
been doing an act with two boys 
which permitted her to add dancing 
and lines Her concentration on 
tunes leaves little to be desired 
Tastefully gowned, she does a sort 
of strip; she detaches a collar dur- 
ing her act, and later on sheds her 
kirt so that her underpinnings can 
be free for a slight bit of terping 

Miss Russell, on her preem night, 
wi handicapped somewhat _ bs 


nervousnes but her overall top 

filtered through in hei 
eri which included “Live Till I 
Die,” “Let Yourself Go,’ “I Be- 
lieve’ and a strong closer with 
“Shimmy Like My Sister Kate.” 
Her potential in this spot was only 


on the surface on opening night, 
but once she gets the feel of this 
room, she'll be hitting top scores 
on each show. 

The Amin Bros. are a 
‘killed risley practitioners. 
lads show some excellent 
including some _ which provide 
gasps. Stuff such as the _ foot- | 
worker catching his partner by the 


pair of 
These 


tricks 


head with one gam isn’t too easy. 
rhere are others in that genre | 
and they walk out ahead. 


Walter Nye batons the show and 
dance crew and Pupi Campo lures 
the mamboists to the floor. The 
Donn Arden line offers a lot of 
atmospheric and costuming excite- 
ment and Doug Rogers does well 
at the production singing. Jose. 


Nautilus, Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, July 3 
Fileen Barton, Antone & Ina, Joe 
Harnell, Syd Stanley Orch: $2 mini 
miwan 


Potency of upped budget policy 
installed by this big lower-beach 
hostel’s owners in recent months 
current spotting 
Barton in the 250-seat 
Room. She'll be fol- 


of Eileen 


name bracket. 

Miss Barton, sporting a Marilyn 
blonde coiffure, plus 
other forthright characteristics of 
the filmite, spells out a full-voiced, 
blend of pops and 
specials to keep them palm-happy 
At times she overdots the gab on 
intros, but overcomes the lull in- 
duced with zingy approach to her 


alog 


_ would include “Pretend,” 
special 


“Speed, Speed, 


earns callback for “Don't Let the 


Stars Get in Your Eyes”; ——_ | the biggest chunk of time midway | 
ay’s | j 


angled takeoff on Johnnie 
styling of “Cry” and her 
platter, “Toys.” 
brings demanded “Baked a Cake,” 
then version of Red Buttons’ “‘Ho- 
Ho Song.” 


latest 


Antone & Ina, house dancers, | « 


set up their smoothly Latino and 


and spins that rate payoffs. Syd 


Stanley orch is expert on the show- | 


backings. Joe Harnell holds over 
with his ultra-capable piano and 
emcees proceedings in straight 
Lary. 








eee 





RONALD 


-.. “A TRIPLE A 
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LOUIS SOBOL, N.Y. Journal-American 
Currently—3rd Week 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Thanks to RUSSELL MARKERT 


Opening July 13—BRITISH COLONIAL HOTEL, NASSAU 
August 7th—JEFF in “BLOOMER GIRL”, 
FORT WAYNE LIGHT OPERA FESTIVAL 


ROSE ADAIR, 7 W. 44th St., New York City 


ROGERS 


ENDORSEMENT” 


Circle 7-3900 
MUrray Hill 7-4277 








| that 


| which 


Best of her song- | 


Speed,” | 
and “Lullaby of Broadway,” which | 


Second encore | 


Blue Angel, N. Y. 
Orson Bean, Felicia Sanders, 3 
Riffs, Celia Cabot, Eadie & Rack, 
Jimmy Lyons, Bart Howard, $5 
minimum, 





The Blue Angel’s summer show 
is one that seems worthy of a mid- 
seasonal slot. The session has suffi- 
ciently strong entertainment values 
as well as headline lure. One of the 
future attributes of this display lies 
in the fact that the bulk of the per- 
formers have made good at this 
Herbert Jacoby-Max Gordon spot 
on previous occasions, 


One of the repeats, Felicia San- 


ders, again impresse as prime 
vocal fodder. Miss Sanders, whose 
chirping of “Song from Moulin 
Rouge” on the Percy Faith Colum- 
bia disking is one of the more 


memorable moments in wax, shows 
up as an accomplished singer. She's 
a chirver with taste and feeling 
and has sufficient projection to 
convey a mood, 


Miss Sanders was placed in this 


spot originally at the behest of 
Columbia's a&r topper, Mitch 
Miller, and the association seems 
to be working out to mutual ad- 


|in good taste, even with the con- 


| 


| 


| 


| plaudits. 


vantage. She is getting an increas- | 


ing amount of savvy and the Blue 
Angel is getting a performer who 
is gaining recognition. Miss 
ders’ efforts include ‘Moulin 
Rouge,” “Cheek to Cheek” and the 
extremety moody “Something 
Cool.”’ 


Orson Bean, the Brooks Bros. 
type comic, continues to be a hit 
here. His topper is a piece on a 
couple of Chinese discussing Amer- 
ican restaurants that rollicks the 
joint, and he has a line of patter 
rates strong laughs. He's off 
to a hearty mitting. 

The Three Riffs hit the fancy of 
the sippers with a good line of 
tunes and comedy. This Negro 
group, the sole holdovers on the 
bill, have a pleasing song catalog 
has been fortified with a 
strong thread of comedy. 

Celia Cabot, a newcomer to this 
hospice, Showed an unfamiliarity 
with the cafe, and once she gets 
accustomed to this room, will prob- 
ably be hitting a good stride. In the 
first place, the mike was modulaied 
too low and her modus operandi 
needed some adjustment for the 
opening show. She has an essen- 
tially good line of comedy songs 
which she belts out. She needs only 
a slight adjustment in projection 
and she'll catch on 

Eadie & Rack provide two-piano 
showbacking and lull music. Jimmy 
Lyons has similar chores at the 
piano and Bart Howard does the 
intros, Jose. 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, July 1. 

Dean Murphy, Carl Ravazza, 
Eileen O'’Dare, Johnny Martin, 
'Chez Adorables (8), Brian Farnon 
Orch (8); $3.50 minimum, $1.10 
cover, 
| Lineup, lacking top name draw, 
manages to lure a goodly portion of 
the furniture people in town now 
and indeed seems designed ex- 
pressly for the convention trade. 
There are more than a few lapses 
in good taste, with the indelicate 
stuff getting the strongest response. 

Show is a poorly paced 80 min- 
| utes, as Carl Ravazza, sharing the 
| topline with Dean Murphy, grabs 


| on the bill. He is preoccupied with 


effects, entering from the audi- 
;ence’s midst, singing a Calypso! 
| ballad sans accompaniment, and 


| airing a number of songs from a 
seated position, straddling the back 
f a chair. His agreeable tenor 
adapts itself to any kind of song, 


= 


| American routines featuring lifts! and Ravazza tries every kind there 


is, scoring well on the upbeat “My 
Lady Loves to Dance” and on the 
slow, old faves as well. But the 
off-color specialties are the best 
applauded and most demanded, and 
these seem to be his metier. 


|my money,” is passe in '53 at El 
San- | 


stimulate cackles, but mostly for 
their rawness. Closing routine is 
a semantical exercise on the word 
hell, which is neither funny nor 


vention crowd. 

Most refreshing moment of the 
show, and unfortunately only a 
brief moment, is the leadoff acro- 
terping of Eileen O'’Dare. Gal 
works first to samba beat executing 
brilliant whirls and flips for hefty 
Act builds in second 
number as Miss O’Dare, peeling off 
extraneous skirt, mixes up a variety 





of breathtaking cartwheels, hand- 
stands and spins in an accelerated 
dance. 

Johnny Martin and the Chez 
Adorables handle two production | 
numbers, the last of them raggedly | 


rehearsed, and the Brian Farnon 
orch works the bandstand ade-| 
quately. Les. 


El Rancho, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, June 30._ 
Joe E. Lewis (with Austin 
Mack), Gloria DeHaven, El Rancho } 
Girls (8), Bob Ellis Orch (10); no 
cover or minimum. 


The Joe E. Lewis big yock line 
of last year, “I came back to visit 


Rancho Vegas. Old Everglades has 
hardly been away. He closed a 


ulation, and after his current 
three-framer, goes to Reno, then | 
returns for six weeks. This mid- 
August booking will no doubt be 
the big event in Joe E.’s Vegas | 
life—it carries him through the} 


| grand opening of Las Vegas Park 


| Sept. 


4. No matter the month or} 
season, a Lewisian invasion always 


| brings the casino moneyed bettors | 


and turnaway biz in the theatre | 


| restaurant. 


Whether by accident or design, | 
Lewis never presents the same set | 
monology. There are the familiar | 

| 


punches with delightful twists in 
different places, and the always- 


included new ditties. At show 
caught, he fashioned a funny tract 
on his academic life set off by 
“Thanks Mr. Webster,” which bor- 
dered on the ridiculous, but which 
gave added meaning to a college | 
song medley stitching “Stein Song” 
and others to beverage parodies. 
The lavender-prosed “Private Eye” 
has the Lewis leer; “Shapiro went | 
to Ireland” is a rollicking bit of | 
blarney, and the © perennial) 
“Groom” is larded with plenty of 
innuendo. As usual, he has to beg | 
off. The indispensable Austin Mack | 
is enshrined at the Steinway, giv- | 
ing cue notes whenever 


needed | 
and providing skillful hints during | 


ithe Lewis ‘post time” verbal | 
meanderings | 

Gloria DeHaven makes her first 
socko impression on_ the local 
scene with this stanza. She 


| 
| 
} 


A willing worker, Ravazza comes | 


back from 


the wings four times | 


; until he seems to exhaust his re-| 


| pertory. For one encore he sings 


| having to dictate the key of each 
| song to his pianist beforehand. He 
| overstays his welcome, and the 
| groans become noticeable toward 
; the last. Act would be more effec- 
tive if pruned with concentration 
on a particular brand of song. 
| Inthe closing spot, Dean Murphy 
| has to overcome the weight of the 
; centre stint and the self-imposed 
| handicap of cheerless opening ma- 


j terial. He gags uncomfortably 
about death and politics, and if 


| anything, provokes animosity from 

partisans who resent his cracks 
about certain past Presidents. This 
is a great deal to have to overcome, 
and Murphy never quite makes it, 
in spite of his appealing imper- 
sonations. 

He flashes through a battery of 
15 or 16 impressions of political 
and show biz personalities, all 
dealing with the topic of sex. These 


an unrehearsed medley of tunes, | 


| bly 


emerges as a polished performer 
by eschewing ordinary thrushing 
of pop tunes and evergreens as of 
before. Now, with special material, 
and most of it topnotch, she dis- 
plays delivery of high calibre. Best 
from her songbag include “Never | 
At a Loss For Words,” ‘Why Don’t 
They Do the Old Soft Shoe” and 
“It's the Same All Over the 
World.” J | 
El Rancho Girls have a _ strob- 
light parade in mucho briefies for 
opener to pull attention away from | 
filets, and black sequined cleavage 
gowns for hip-tossing midway. Bob 
Ellis orch gives solid support. 
Will. 


Quaglino’s & Allegro, 
London 
London, July 2. 
Lucienne Boyer, Tibor Kunstler 
Hungarian Gypsy Orch, Rudy 
Rome Quintet, Anne de Nys; $4.35 


minimum, 


In her first London cabaret en- 
gagement for a couple of years, 
the Parisienne chanteuse displays | 
plenty of show biz savvy, but never 
succeeds in getting complete mas- 
tery of the audience. At show 
caught, interest showed signs of | 
waning through the succession of | 
French-language songs. 

Right from the start it was rea- 
sonably apparent that the perform- 
ance would be something of a miss- 
out, and for no clearly defined rea- 
son, but just one of those everyday 
show biz hazards. The titian- 
haired songstress projects favora- 
and her vocal chords retain 
their familiar appeal. 

To facilitate doubling in both 
rooms, the act is restricted to 20 
minutes which just allows time for 
a quick run-through of seven num- 
bers in which “Hands Across the 
Table” is the only English-langu- 
age entry. This misfires as an au- 
dience number. ‘he strongest en-'! 
tries are the old and established 
faves such as “Parlez-Moi | 
d'Amour” and “Mon Coeur Est Un} 
Violin.” Another pleasing tune! 








rendered with charm is “C'est Tou- 
The 

stand- 

Myro. | 


jours La Meme Chanson.” 
Rudy Rome quintet does a 
ard job backgrounding. 


| “Rhapsody” 
} the 


| rest 


| comedy 
| had the treat of a “Pops” concert 


Mapes Skyreom, Reno 

, Reno, July 2. 
“Paul Whiteman Revue,” wi:h 
Roy Bargy, Scott & Gregory, Nanc j 
Lewis, Bobby Gregg, White 


mais 


Orch (22); Dave Barry, Mapes § ye 


lettes; no cover or minimum. 





Jt’s a new sound to this room—ag 
22-man orch.—filling out the cor. 
ners of the nightspot with a fy!) 
heavy concert which makes for 
plenty of excitement. Impressive 
vigorous batoning by Paul Whit: 
man whips the orch through such 
Whiteman numbers as “When Day 


|is Done” and “Rhapsody in Blu: 


Top musicianship joins fo: 
ecrescendos and solos clear): 
surely. Pianist Roy Bargy 

with vivid touc! 
One more big number mak: 
Whiteman concert, “Slau 
on 10th Avenue,” and thous 
of the show is certain 

enough, any act could have 
cut or trimmed to allow mor 
the music. Nightclubs have been 
filled with singing and dancing and 
before, but have seldoiy 


t 


Nancy Lewis is 18-year-old 
of Whiteman’s “TV Teen Club" 
whose clear pleasant voice is heard 
on “Who Cares” and, effectively 
“Boy Next Door.” Sold as a teen- 


. “| ager who's never appeared be 2 
'month ago for a Mocambo matric- | — : ppeared bet 


a live audience before, Miss Le 
plays a wide-eyed “I-want-to-tha: 
you-for-my-first-chance” part 


well. But she’s obviously right at 
home, and dressed in something 
other than her “first party di és 


could appear as the 


former she is. 

Scott & Gregory are two youn,- 
sters who expend themselves in a 
dance to “Slaughter.” An embai- 
rassingly long sequence flat on the 
floor only musses them up at t 
very beginning of their strenu 
routine. The part is out of 


mature 


pt 
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THE CHORDS 


Instrumentalists without Instruments 


Weeks of July 9 and 16 
BRADFORD HOTEL ROOF 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Dir.:; GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 


Club Date Bookings by 

HARRY GREBEN NAT DUNN 
203 N. Wabash Ave, | 1650 B'way 
Chicago, Lil. New York 














COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 files $7.00—Al! 35 Issues $25 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE ONLY 
Beginning with No. 1—No Skipping! 


@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book. $10 @ 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET........ $25 @ 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk... $25 @ 


@ BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 @ 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 


$3.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 


No C.0.D.’s 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19—Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 
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FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 
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BUEF SUR LE TOIT 


Brussels m 
American Rep.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


TAVEL MAROUANI AGENCY PARIS 








Your Own Serpt Writer .+-+ 
A. GUY VISK 


Writing Enterprises 
“Creators of Special Comedy Materio! 
Particulars FREE! 

94 hill Street Troy, N. Y 
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Night Club Reviews 


== Continued from page 60 — 


Mapes Skyroom. Reno 


of everyone but 


though probably very important, is 
effective only when in full view. 
4n oceasional flashing leg causes 
house. 
Rest of sequence is done with ex- 


sly grins throughout the 


citing abandon. 


Climaxing teenage run is Bobby 


Gregg, a tapster and drummer who 
craws sustained mitts through his 

. 
of arms as he beats bass, cymbals 
and kettles to a froth. The action 


entire stanza. The boy is a blu 


tches the room up in the tempx 
nicely capping the show. 
Barry is traveling insu 
Whiteman’s “untried 


Dave 
rce that 


ent may not carry the show. It’s 
zxlwavs nice to have the insurance 


eid in this case, it is borrowec 
upon. 
cividends in some refreshing nev 


gambling copy, and rips the roon 


to shreds with his dissertation on 
Cute intro act has Barry 
building himself in the manner of 


women. 


Godfrey, Winchell, Parsons anc 
Churchill. 

Skvlettes prance to ag Se 
O'Clock Jump” opener, better be 
cuuse of Whiteman band behin« 


em, and wrap up with ‘“Manhat 
tun,” featuring boy-girl. Marc. 


Saxony. Miami B*ch 
Miami Beach, July 5 
Kitty Kallen, Tano & Dee, Va 
Olman Orch; $2 minimum. 
Continuing the two-week book 
ing policy as against rival hote 
cafes’ one-stanza datings, calls for 


’ 
i 


Barry pays off some large 


A 
) 


1 
‘ 


> 


| 


l 


| 


a sirong act to keep them coming 








to this top hotel’s Pagoda Room 








THE VIKINGS 


Currently 


CAROUSEL, Pitt. 


[650 Bway, Now York NY 











THANKS TO DAVE ROSE 
AND MGM RECORDS 


For featuring me and my 
Harmonica on the recording 
of "NO OTHER LOVE." Also 
my deep appreciation to LES 
BAXTER and CAPITOL REC- 
ORDS for giving me the op- 
portunity to make my first 
recording,—-" RUBY." 
DANNY WELTON 

Represented by WM. MORRIS AGENCY 































Lucille and Eddie 


QBERTS 


pearing 
URANT 
Mo. 


Currently Ap 
EDDY'S RESTA 
Kanson City. 

Thanks fo 
Music CorP- of Americ 
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Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 

158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488_ 

WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS | 

* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 





Duplicate Prizes Awarded In the Case of Ties | 




















WHEN IN BOSTON 
t's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


Avery & Washington Sts. 
The Home of Show Folk 











It's been working out satisfactorily, 


ringsiders, and based on pacting of younger talent 


that hasn't played this area or 
Which hasn't worked around in re- 
cent seasons, marking them a 
fresh entry again. Plush room did 
well with video's Judy Johnson 
and is repeating with Kitty Kallen. 
rhe songstress’ pert looks add to 
her blues-specials-rhythm entries 
fees off bouncils disposes of 
Gloe a Morra” early and then hits 
her route to keep pace and blend- 
ing for sound 30-minute sessions 
A mixture is intelligently handled 
with change of tempo keeping aud 
reaction mountings Staging makes 
Birth of the Blues a standout 
Miss Kallen hits as well with Joe 
Frisco takeoff 1o Alexander's 
Ragtime Band” and sustains recep- 
tion with sophisticated moderniza- 
tion of fairy tale, Princess 
and the Bullfrog.’ handled in good 
taste to establish rapport with 
hearers. Carbon segment has “No 


“The 


Business Like Show Business’”’ 
wth fair Merman but sock Lena 
Horne and Ella Logan Aud par- 
licipation bit sustains the mood 


with “Yes, Yes, Yes, No, No, No.” 
with special lyrics bringing the 
booming answers from male and 
femme sides Tops matters with 
rousing “When the Saints Come 
March In” with Val  Olman’s 
orch lending an able assist in the 
parade around the tablers for solid 
walkoff and return for big palm 
pavoft. 

Tano & Dee do the Charleston 
and another fast routine to show 
fast-foot talents for the teeoff. Val 
Olman and his crew, per usual, 
are adept on the backings and keep 
the floor filled for the dansapa- 
tion Lary 


Sahara. Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, July 1 
Vaughn Monroe with Savoir 
Faires (5), Joey Bishop, Szonys 
(2), Vanderbilt Boys (2), Sa 


|Harem Dancers (12), Jean Louis, 
Donna Raybold, Arland LeCrone, 
Cavaliers (5). Ernie Goss, Cee 
Davidson Orch 12}: no cover or 
Peeciccneaadn 

Vith Vaughn Monroe making 


his Vegas debut as a single in a 
well-stacked casement, odds are 
good that the two-frame audit will 
be excellent 

The Monroe vocal quality has 
that unusual sound that has made 
him distinctive over the vears while 
plying his pipes via platters, radio, 
TV, and recently, in pix Every 
impressionist in this hemisphere 
should salaam at least once a weck 
to this warbler, for rarely do 
Vaughn Monroe takeoffs fail to get 
a big mitt. The in-person Monroe 
is a great seller of songs. Without 
his own tootlers to skipper, he 
is even better at 
lyric. Easy in motion, never static 
or stiff, Monroe socks over a solid 
30 minutes. Even a ballad triad of 
“Where Is Your Heart,” “Pretend,” 
“I’m Walking Behind You,” where 


slow tempo might tend to pall, he | 


builds into a big opener. Goes 
lightly humorous with “I Want 
ito Be a Boy.” before whamming 


over one of his all-time top disk 
sellers, “Ballerina,” illustrated by 
|Sa-Harem toeterpers Donna Ray- 
bold and Arland LeCrone. 
Reaches into his capacious file 
for another big hit, “Ghost Riders,” 


ably backgrounded by Savoir 
Faires, for peak mitts. Moves ring- 
side for personal chanting 9 of 
“Tenderly.” “Sleepy Time Gal” 
and ‘There, I've Said it Again,” 
before setting sights onto boffo 


climax. a Vincent Youmans medley, 
assisted once more by me!odics 
|from Savoir Faires. 

Joey Bishop charges his usual 
sotto delivery with more verve, in 
order to reach far corners of the 
Congo Room. Plants his usual lu- 
gubrious facial expressions and 
self-ribbing from walkon to pvyra- 
mid his brief monology into peak 
| plaudits. His Ted Lewis lampoon 
is a ribtickler. and funny explana- 
tions of pop tune lyrics, a Ja Frank 
Fay. cap for vocks. 

Francois & Giselle Szonv reveal 
purity in movement, the perfection 
in all terp attitudes whether in re- 
markable lifts. whirls, spins o1 
acro-ballet. Slightly dampened by 
previous tricks of Vanderbilt Boys 
team nevertheless swiftly makes 
up by smooth execution of difficult 
displays. Their “Sleeping Beauty” 
\finis is culmination of individual 
| talents blended into harmony sel- 
dom achieved by dance teams. 

Vanderbilt Boys have breath- 
catching turn, exercising adroit 
|muscle maneuvers. Pair whip up 
salvos by having understander 


_push the smaller Vanderbilt into | 


|overhead handstands after flips. 

;one-hand and one-foot stand on 

_— and backflip onto shoulders. 
Will. 


putting over a} 


{ Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y. 


| Lenny Herman Orch (5) with 
Renay Granville; Del Simmens 
Quartet; $1-$1.50 cover. 

While Guy Lombardo takes off 
for a 12-week summer vacation, 
the Roosevelt Grill is showcasing 
a combo whose success” saga 
parallels that of Lombardo in its 
consistency over the years. The 
Lenny Herman combo was organ- 
ized some 15 years ago and since 
then has been working 40 to 50 
weeks out of each year, mostly on 
hotel location dates Although not 
a highpowered crew coinwise, it 
has been a highly profitable enter- 
prise for the five instrumentalists 
who own this band cooperatively 

Crew is d of a bass, sax, 
drums and piano-organ, with band- 


ler Herman witching among 
cordion,. vibes nd clavioline 


COnILDOSE 


leac 
the ac 
The brand of nusic may not be 
but it’s easy to take and 
till easier to 
melody is clear and the beat i 
absolutely uncomplicated Her 
man also has a neat gimmick in 
distributing tune cards to the cus 
tomers containing some 350 num 
bers which they can request to be 
played. The book covers the full 
range of oldies and current clicks 

Band is also nicely set up in the 


exciting 
dance to rhe 


Ss 


vocal department with Herman 
handling — his assignments with 
pieasing tenor pipes Gal vocalist 
Renayv Granville is an assct with 
her looks and a sweet vocal style 
for the ballads Herm 


Edgewater heach. Chi 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Chicago, June 30 
Tony Bennett takes over the 
Beachwalk for a fortnight with the 
exact lineup Patti Page had led 
at this hotel for two weeks pre- 


vious. Bennett has strong youth 
draw and fills the outdoor saloon 
to near capacity, but his entire 
mien seems better suited to the 
mokv rooms than to these frills 


and open 

Bennett does his work well, how- 
ever, and comes out upon the giant 
stage in fine voice with a balanced 
songalog of ballads and upbeat 
tunes. He sings both kinds equally 
well, and though he is’ probably 
best known tor the = slow. stuff 
through his Columbia waxings 
the quick tempos give him a bet 
ter base to demonstrate his 
manship. His napping and 
foot-stomping are contagious, and 
he climaxes by rousing aud to a 
handclapping sesh revival tvle 
while he delivers “Sing You Sin 
ners” in a fire-and-brimstone way 

Patter is searcer than it should 
be on this brief bill. Some special 
material or a few personal re 
marks at the outset might help to 
establish better affinity with on 
lookers. AS is, rapport depend: 
solely upon the familiarity of such 
Bennett clicks as “Because of You” 
and “I Won't Cry Anvmore.”’ 
Strongest ballad entry is “Boule- 
vard of Broken Dreams,” a sob 


spaces 


show 


finee) 


tune which, happily, he doesn’t 
over-dramatize. This is a natural 
for big plaudits. being his first 


Columbia disk. He’s accompanied 
by pianist Joe Sherman, who most- 
ly stands while playing, for some 
reason. 

Margaret Sisters & 


Bruno, held 


over, continue to register as 
smooth terp lure, and Dorothy 
Hild Dancers assist with two ex- 


travagant production numbers 
Showbacking and dance chores are 
handled expertly by the Charlie 
Spivak orch Les 


Cal-Vada. Lake Tahoe 
Lake Tahoe, Nev., July 3 
“Belle of New Orleans, with 


Marilun Maxwell Noonan & Mar 
shall, Kirby Stone Quintet, Chff 
Ferre, Fashion Debs (6), Bob Mil 


lar Orch: no cover or minimum 

This looks like a good show but 
one can't tell by listening. Even 
Kirby Stone’s Quintet, which 
makes a lot of noise, is up against 
it here, fighting what must certain- 
lv be the poorest sound system in 
operation today. The Indian Room 
is a large, high-ceilinged expanse 
in the mountain lodge motiff, and 
very comfortable. The display of 
performers, even from rear tables 
is good. But, probably because the 
p.a. system is not up to the size of 
the room. most of the music and 
chatter of the show is lost 

Marilvn Maxwell is wonderful to 

itch. She holds a lot of attention 
gowned and exudes plenty 
of the same quality. She has a lot 
of fun in her exchanges with Cliff 

Ferre and Noonan & Marshall, and 
is quite active in a sort of jam 
lsession with the Kirby Stone 
group. Her voice. faintly audible 
at times under the orch, shows 
plenty of vigor and quality. Best 
is a sultry “I Got A Right to Sing 
the Blues,” sold with wiggle in 
clinging gold gown. 

Noonan & Marshall are depend- 
ent upon lines just 
animation, so this part of their 
‘routine doesn’t get the reception 


} exily 


fit deserves. The Noonan mimic of 


as much as) 


a British film director is based 
mostly on material and this excel- 
lent lampooning ends up almost as 
a pantomime. Noonan’s Chef. Al- 
berti bit, however, goes well be- 
cause of visual 
chef getting tighter and tighter. 

Song by Marshall, “Embraceable 
You.” gets his baritone across the 
counter better than anvthing else 
in the show, and Noonan’s inserted 
lines trom offstage, as Marshall's 
thoughts, are socko 

Ferre darts in and out of the 
routines as a sort of m« fill-in 
and straight He and the N&M 
team are garbed as sailors in the 
opening minutes of the show. And 


he shares ome hooting chore 
With Miss Maxwell in finale 
Kirby Stone Quintet i as al 
Ways, burstin vith rhvthm = and 
running comedy, but again in 
their spre d tormation tney 1Os¢ 
to the cavernous room The littl 
inserts Of dialog among the five 


are unheard. At high speed in its 
rhythm novelties the group is at 
its best “St Louis Blues with 
Miss Maxwell for plenty of dec 
oration, is frantic, with temme un- 
corking wigeies and an occasional 
kiss for the bovs 

Fashion Debs have a Mardi Gra: 
beginning tor the package, swap 
ping verse With a twist. and they 


win up tor the finale on ““Way 
Do r ‘ Hnaeci in N ) lars 
e 
Birdland. N. W. 
Billy Fel line, Lester Young 
Quintet Rud ae ell Pri $2.50 


Although Billy) Eckstinge 
a two-week stand at the 
Bandbox two 


played 
adjacent 
months aco h 


Gotham following is strong enough 


to keep things hopping during his 
seven days here. Slotted with such 
Birdland perennials it Leste! 
Young's quintet and Bud Powell's 
trio, Eckstine complements the hep 
beat with his romantic baritoning 

Only trouble with the kekstine 
round is that he leans too heavily 
on the iow ballad mood, Down 
tempo concentration has a 
effect, keeping set in a monoto 
nous groove. Tloweves hen he es 
says the upbeat. he hits hard and 


wins strong atd reaction. Lilting 
rendition of ‘Come to the Mardi 
Gira: Is an example of his expert 


rhvthm delive 


Oiher plu Item mn repertome 
are Ain t Misbehavin Coquette 
and “I Laugh to Keep From Cry 
Ing He gets a neat backing assist 
from Powell cre His lonetini 


keyboard accomper, Bobby Tucker 
helps the trio deliver a selid beat 
Young's outfit (piano, bass 
drums, trumpet ax) whips up 
some exciting rhythms with mae: 
tro’s sax licks standing out. Powell 
also” belts out) some interesting 
melodies pegged mainly for the 
progressive eat Gros. 


emphasis on the)! 


julling | 


Palmer House, Chi 

Chicago, July 2. 
| Blackburn Twins & Marion Col- 
bu, Clifford Guest, Rudenko Bros. 
| (2), Eddie O'Neal Orch (10); $3.50 

nintmum, $1 cover 

Present bill is topflight fare for 
Room, with diversity 
and sustained excellence in all 
departments. Marion Colby makes 
ther first appearance at this family 
spot as new partner of the Black- 


the Empire 


burn Twins, who have always had 
good reception here. They score 
again with a polished turn that 1s 
packed with exuberance 

identicals open with 
break into brief 


Handsome 
pecial hello lyrics 


lap routine, and then bring out 
mapely Marion Colby who sells 
I Get a Kick Out of You” solo 


Trio work together with ease on 
three numbers the best of which, 
from the terp standpoint, is “Dane- 
ing Mood One Man Woman” 1s 
fine blues numbei and a bus 
driver stint good comedy. 
Twins get heavy plaudits tor their 
mirror trick, a standard routine but 
always effective, requiring pertect 
synchronization rhreesome seem 
fo enjoy themselves throughout 
and are rewarded with hefty mit 
tine for encore ot “Too Marvelous.” 


make ‘ 


Unique ventriloquist is Clifford 
Guest, who can make sounds ap- 
proach frem a distance, pass by, 
and then go off initio the opposite 


direction. He works chietly with a 
dummy named Lester, who soon 
becomes endowed with the char- 


acter of an unmanareable but 
thoroughly likeable moppet Act 
gets terrific applause when the vol 
uble dummy goes right on talking 
while Guest drinks and later has 
the audience guffawing as Lester 
resists being put back into his case, 
Encore is done with simulated baby 


Continued on page 62) 
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Palmer House, Chi 
which cries and coos authentically, 
rating a begoff. 

Sock juggling performance is 
turned in by the Rudenko Bros., 
who toss about nearly everything 
in sight. Act involves about as 
much balancing as juggling, and 
high point has Igor Rudenko 
perched upon a ball, whirling a 
hoop with one free leg and balanc- 
ing an assortment of misshapen 
objects upon his hands and fore- 
head. Pair moves quickly from one 
stunt to the next, climaxing by a 
double-juggling session with six 
flaming torches 

Merriel Abbott Dancers don’t 
appear in this lineup, which is just 
as well since there is sufficient 
terping in the headline slot. Maes- 
ttro Eddie O'Neal leads off the 
show with four well-chosen num- 
bers, singing two of them himself 
A third, ‘No Other Love Have I,” 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page & 


gets fine airing by Lee Leonard, 
and wrapup is an_ instrumental | 
medley from.“South Pacific,” fea- | 
turing O'Neal at tne keys. Orch 
also does the showbacking and 
handles the ballroom chores 

Les, 


Palomar, Vancouver 
Vancouver, June 30. 
Bill Kenny Ink Spots (5), Stan 
ewart, Irene Cromwell, 
Harrison Orch (8); $2-$3.25 cover. 


Cy 
ol 


In view of the legal complica- 
tions surrounding Bill Kenny’s last 























BILLY GILBERT 


Currently 


“MERRY WIDOW” 
Starlight Opera 
Kansas City 


Personal Management 
DAVID L. SHAPIRO 
AL 4-1077 
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One of the Early 
Settlers Has 
Returned to 


LOST WAGES 
HOTEL 
THUNDERBIRD 


NEVADA 
Thanks to 
HAL BRAUDIS 
Mgt.—MARK J. LEDDY 
LEON NEWMAN 


JAY MARSHALL 
ra 


<= 





Lance | 


|of the Street.” 
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BUD and CECE 


ROBINSON 


are currently 


‘DANCING AT THE 
PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Direction—M.C.A. 


1 








| ing 


| cover, $1.75 Sat. 


| George 


| entire dance floor area and is two- 





visit to Vancouver three years ago, 
there were many who expected 
show would turn out to be Ink 
Spots without Kenny. Instead, a 
rush of opening night patrons 
found offering could have been 
billed as “Kenny Without Ink 
Spots.” 

3o0king of group marks the first 
appearance of an attraction at 
either Palomar or downstreet Cave 
since Sophie Tucker and Mills Bros. 
played respective clubs. Boxoffice 
response to first of two-week Ink 
Spot stand indicates that local cafe | 
customers have been waiting for 
a chance to spend their money. 

Kenny’s retinue has completely 





changed since previous visit when 
old group worked in a_ huddle} 
around the tall tenor at one mike. 


Now Kenny works alone, with new- 
comers on a second mike off to one | 
side. Effect is considerably differ- 


Thunderbird, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, July 2. 

Gale Storm, Mata & Hari (with 
Lothar Pearl), Jay Marshall, Jean 
& Rene Arnaut, Milton Rogers, 
Kathryn Duffy Dansation (6), Al 
Jahns Orch (12); no cover or mint 
mum. 

Bidding for attention during a 
loaded July headline calendar on 
the Strip, current three-frame 
opus, with Gale Storm in_ her 
Vegas initialer, will turn the trick 
for this teepee. 

The days of personals for mid- 
dling-talented screen stars are 
over. Show biz competition, plus 
sizable paychecks, puts the crimp 
on selling a bill of goods if the 
commodity is only so-so. The re- 


Displaying unusual vocal powers 


with a natural ease, looks, and flair 


for the footlights, Miss Storm cap- 


| tures kudos from the start. 


ent from earlied offerings anc Teeoff is bright “Blue Skies,’ 
tends to feature Kenny more than modulating into nicely phrased 
as = “Where Is Your Heart?” before 

With exception of occasional cur-| piece de resistance is reached. 
rent hit parade material, 8roupP | This smart special by Eddie Gale 
still stays with trademark faves | is a satchel entitled “Old Fash- 
with Kenny going heavy on show-| joned Girl,” to exhibit the many- 
manship. His high falsetto holds | faceted pipes of the thrush. Tract 
entire offering together in the) yerses from to her “Margie’ 


manner of a silver thread winding | 
through a bank note, and consis- | 
tently rates biggest mitt. 

Only other voice in group is that | 





of second tenor-guitarist Ernie | 
Brown, who relieves the Kenny | 
mood with such gimmicks as a| 


semi-bop version of “Sunny Side 





Stan Stewart re- | 
face muscles and 


Comic and m™.c 
lies on mobile 


effective imitation bit. 
gag material, however, has been | 
around for some time. Stewart | 
dabbles in elementary slight of | 
hand for second show relief. | 


Terper Irene Cromwell in open- 


Much of his | 


spot registers with colorful | 
wardrobe and nifty acro turn. Also 
new in spot are sidemen surround- 
ing leader Lance Harrison. Orch 
scores with smooth rhythms for 
dansapation, welcome change from 
progressive tendencies of previous 
band pew occupants Wass. 


amen | 


Amato's. Portland, Ore. | 
Portland, Ore., July 2 | 

Marti Stevens (with Don Pep- 
pie), Boliano Ivanko Dancers (4), 
Walton & O'Rourke, Wyn Walker | 
Orch (5) with Rene Weiss; $1.20 





Since moving into his new main 
floor location about a month ago, 
Amato has improved the 
450-seater to the point where it is 
now a strong contender for top 
nitery honors on the Pacific Coast. 
He has installed a new, modern- 
istic bandstand and a raised floor 
for his shows that gives everyone 
a ringside seat. Deal covers the 


and-a-half feet high. <A  22-foot 
ceiling gives plenty of altitude for 
aerial acts 

New laycut is especially strong. 
Marti Stevens in the deuce cap- 
tures the knife and fork trade 
with some nifty pipes. Orb-filling 





| gal has plenty of class and selling | 


ability. Customers — particularly | 
like her casual way of selling a 
song along with clicko change of 
pace. 

The 
open 


Ivanko Dancers 
and stop it cold 
Three guys toss a pert femme! 
from pillar to post with careful | 
abandon to a terrific musical score. | 
Gal is a top contortionist and dis- | 
plays some sensational talent with | 
the assist of the three boys. Troupe 
had to repeat 
then begged off. 
Puppeteers Walton. & O'Rourke 
are making their fourth return 
date here. Guys have plenty of 
sock showmanship in their mini- 
ature show with usual characters. 
Best liked is drunken woman and} 
lazy colored bov 
Cuban production number involv- 
ing about six characters. Boys en- 
cored with ice skaters for another 
begoff act. 


Boliano 
the show 


its last trick and 


Feve. 
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NEW ZEALAND, 14th WEEK 
“HOT ICE“ 


lew & Leslie Grade, 
Pers 
$0 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, 
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onal Mana pret Ken GRAYSON 


y ROY 
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(and “Eddie Echo’’) 





Currently: HOWARD THEATRE 
Washington, D, C. 


Just Concluded 2 Weeks 
“SHOWBAR,” BCSTON 





SUsquehanna 7-2624 








| Pardo Orch 


Finish with Afro- | 


ithe customer's delight. 


pix 


video stint, back to contract clause| and his opening crack was, “Who 
carries a union card at midnight?” 


“as directed,” where producers ask 
for anything from grand to hoss 
opera. A clear lyric soprano de- 
fines “Un bel di vedremo,” from 
“Madame Butterfly,” sequeled by 
twangy “Cow Cow Boogie,’ each 
socking over the big mitts. Her 
“Three Bells” is softly intoned, 
contrasted to closing aria, ‘‘Mu- 
setta’s Waltz,” earning copious 


|prop hats to garner laughs with | plaudits for exit. 


Mata & Hari, in their first trek 
to Vegas, are outstandingly novel 
terp twain. They are given pin- 
drop attention during classic ‘‘Mar- 
ionette” illusions on special risers 
and, with Lothar Pearl stroking 
the Steinway for “Carnegie Hall” 
backgrounding, offer Thunderbird- 
ers some dancing on top level. Re- 


sponse is terrif, 
Jay Marshall, who announces 
himself as “one of the _ better 


| cheaper acts,” bids for yocks after | 


slow start with chatter. His self- 
deprecating remarks while hoking 
a couple of magico tricks start 
chuckles going, climaxed by ven- 
tro bit with glove in shape of rab- 
bit called Lefty. His witty re- 


marks often go a-begging, but in| 4dded to the drawing power. 


finale with Kathryn Duffy Dansa- 
tions centering idea for ‘Water- 
melon Weather,” has audience 
neatly roped. 

Jean & Rene Arnaut have prime 
spot, cOaxing plethora of chorties 
by novelty violinistics, and smack- 
over for yockles during their “Two 
Birds in Love” windup. 

Kathryn Duffy Dansations cavort 
into zingy curtain-raiser, “Ring 
The Bell Tonight,’ and display 
terp finesse in “‘Watermelon Weath- 





er.” Will. 
Eddys*, K. €. 
Kansas City, June 30 
The Sportsmen (4), Tony De- 


(8); $1 cover. 





Biil for the current fortnight is 
comprised of the Sportsmen 


a 45-minute route very well, It’s; Mer Trimble, John Lake, Domingo 


the second time in town for the 


quartet and first in the Eddy estab- | Variety 


lishment 


Working before a pair of mikes, 


singers get going on “High Time” | Theatres, ended her full obserya- 


hum from the days of Adam & Eve, 
and roundly applauded by the 
house, “Sippin’ Cider” is one of 


their standby novelty tunes, and Spink, publisher of the Sporting 


Roulette,” 


;taste on note of profanity. They 
veer back to the Benny connection 
to kid around with “When You Say 
I Beg Your Pardon,” reputedly 
cleffed by Benny himself. In “Let's 
Do It Again” they get into medley 
of oldtimers tor hearty response, 
and keep pace lively through bar- 
bershop medley which also. has 
them doing a bit of a terp. “My 
Adobe Hacienda” as closer is 
played for laughs 

Foursome of Bill Days, Jay Meyer, 
Marty Sperzel and Gurney Bell, 
with Charley Bagby at the piano, 
rate as one of better matched sets 
today, and embellish their singing 
with topflight choreography, bits of 
business and costume accessories 
throughout. Each number is vir- 
tually a production, all geared to 


Quin 





; 





‘ito 











| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 





in | ham backstager, in and out of the 
place of the usual two-act setup.| 8@meral hospital after besting a 
Foursome is well supplied with | ™4Jor operation. 

round of varied material and fills | 


} 
| 


as. intro and roundup of info re| tion period and is skedded for 

their connections with Jack Benny tg Pega (Warners) Evans | On Tour With 

show and Lucky Strike commer-,'S upped for meals. 

cials. One of their best is “The| , Audrey Lumpkin, daughter of “omer GRY 
Hmmmm Song” in which they musi-| James Brennan, IATSE v.p., in for Dir.: G.A.C 
ically detail the development of the | the annual checkup and 0.0. and cc 


bees : : \ 7 1 tainers, etc. Send for our 
|’ Whiffenpoof Song” is done | News, for keeping us posted by latest price fist of great 
straight for change of pace , having us on his mailing list. ian” ae eocliee 

The gambling story, “No, No, Kenneth Wadleigh, former owner skits, ete. Written by show 


"set to music reaches | Of a theatre equipment company 
peak of interest, but ends in bad|in New Hampshire, in for a major 


| 


and Concord. 


Rice, “No, I don‘t have my AGVA 
paid-up card on me, and if I were 
lan adagio act or a swimming act 
iI doubt if I'd be able to carry it 
jaround as a regular prop”, 
| proceeded to do his show at the} 
|Concord, where he was booked at 


why 
didn’t present his case—having to; 


time and not wait until his over- | 
ture music was literally on. 


sel can’t go on” and “can’t stand 
ithe publicity’, ete., because “you 
| haven't a paid-up card”, according 


and the Beatrice Kraft Trio prob- 
ably 
cards on them”, but Rice stated | 
that he knows they're paid-up 
members. 





AGVA’S Paid-Up Gimmick 


Continued from page 57 


union, but other unioneers re- tive Grossinger’s, where Helen 
placed those who were served. The | O’Cornell, the Chandra-Kaly 
hotelmen pointed out that it was | Dancers and Bill Finch were the 
therefore an illegal picket line that | show. The AGVA rep said he knew 
paraded in front of Grossinger’s they, too, were paid-up members. 
| However, the current drive by the 
| waiters, bartenders and building 
‘employees unions (three different 
organizations) did have the effect 
of discouraging Eddie Fisher, who 
was to have made a cuffo personal 
from the audience, by introducing 
his longtime schoolboy pal from 
Philade!phia, Joey Forman, who 
was also on the Grossinger’s bill. 


Jessel’s Explanation 
George Jessel told organizer 


and 


e surge into niteries by many aio dit ante al ; 

oy personalities has uncovered | $3,000 July 4. Jessel had been eo mony fn anion agg ex- 
\fair, good, and excellent possibil-| screening a film he made abroad | eaheues that the $3 000 fee Pave 
ities for this medium. Gale Storm) last year, “Adventure In Israel”, oa C : rd (le ee ae son 
easily fits the latter classification. | al] afternoon and wanted to know | "© “ence! ess expenses) was 


; a ..|to go to the United Jewish Ap- 
the AGVA representative peal to whom he made a $10,000 


do with the organization activities | pledge og he beagle raising 
of the Sullivan County waiters and | "© for that. He ‘assumed he 
catering staffs—during the day- was a paid-up AGVAite, having 

*.|done a Catskill resort date last 


summer also, although not work- 
ing in niteries for seven years. 
Jessel, incidentally, is averse to 
cafe bockings, despite fancy bids 
from Las Vegas, since his last New 
| York stand at the old Nicky Blair’s 
| Carnival, in the Hotel Capitol, 8th 
Ave. and 51st St. 

AGVA’s move is in sympathy 
with the waiters and bartenders, 
but AFM musickers had no qualms 
in crossing the picket lines. 


Rice said something about “Jes- 


the comedian, Latter went on 


He observed that Hazel Scott 


“didn’t have their union | 











'MYRON COHEN 
Says— 

«| *WHELt STOP 
ANY SHOW!” 










Same held true at the competi- 





Reno Runs Out of Beds 
In Perfect Weather ‘4th’ 


| 
Reno, July 7. | 

Hotels and motels were sold out | 
on July 4 weekend with the 
Chamber of Commerce again turn- | 
ing to local residents to open their | 
doors to tourists. Residents had | 
been listing their extra beds with | 
the C. of C. for over a week and | 
still the influx could not be ac-| 
commodated. 

Building the holiday weekend 
was the three-day rodeo which 
was launched Friday (3) with an 
hour-long parade. Perfect weather 





PRESIDENT EISENNOWER’S 
TRAUGURAL BALL! 


SEE YOUR AGENT or CALL MO 9-5405 

















Lake Tahoe, although open since | 
June 19, enjoyed its first really 
big weekend. 


Saranac Lake, N. Y. 


By Happy Benway 

Saranac Lake, N. Y., July 7. 
_ The Sisterhood from the Jewish 
Community Center gave the gang 
here an outing, a luncheon and en- | 
tertainment being tendered to the 
shut-ins at Lake Placid. Among) 
those attending were Jack (RKO) 
Wasserman, Pearl (Loew) Gross- | 
man, Marlene Bornstein, Leo Man- | 
tel, Max Rosenthal, Otto Hayman, 
Genie (Legit) Reed, Jackie Fon- 
dran, Morris Wecker, Morris Din- | 
nerson, Mrs. Murray Kissen. 

Ray (IATSE) Van Buren, Got- 


Not scheduled for any successful long 
running Broadway hit musical. 


JAY SEILER 


Presently 
LATIN QUARTER, Newport, Ky. 





Booked ‘Til Fall 


Dir.s ALTHOFF & WNOVELLE 
225 W. 57th, New York City 

















RALPH and MARY 
CARNEVALE 


Birthday greetings to Bobbie El- | 


Montez and Mary Coleman, ail ina DUNCIN mood 
Clubites flashing nifty 
progress papers. Currently— 
Patricia’ Pritchard, of Brandt STEEL PIER 


ATLANTIC CiTY 





will remain in our downtown 
colony for balance of summer. 
A carnation to J. G. Taylor, 














Latest Comedy Material 


for MC's, Magicians, Enter- 





biz top gagmen. Or send 

$10 for $50 worth of above. 

Money back if not satisfied. 
LAUGHS UNLIMITED 

106 W. 45 St., N. Y., N. Y. dU 2-0373 


operation. 
Write to those who 





‘are ill. 

















Arrange Your Canadian Tour Through Canada's 
Leading Artists’ Representative 
Can Immediately Place Novelty and Musical Acts 


CARL GAVEL 


Artists Representative 


A. G. V. A. and A. F. of M. 


1231 St. Catherine Street West, Montreal, Canada BE 8430 
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WEEK OF JULY 8 


ARIETY BILLS 








Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 
Letter in parentheses indicates circuit. (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss; 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (Ww) Warner 
NEW YORK CITY Douglas Duffy Peter Ross , Ronnie Leslie 
Music Mall (1) 9 Sook & Roman + Bobo Rexano |E & D Waters 
oral Ensemble 3 Bruises | Jimmy Daly | Eddie Reindeer 
Dp Art & Junior | Bobby Blake Joan Janssen Revellers 
Tatona & Sparks Dave Mallon & Teenagers SCUNTHORPE 
} Hutson CHICAGO 4 Vocalettes Savoy (I) @ 
¥ kettes Chicago (P) 10 LINCOLN Dave Winton 
Corps de Ballet 4 Aces Royal (I) 6 fom Bradley 
Sym Ore Ella Fitzgerald {Jimmy Young SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Paiace (R) 10 | Berk & Hallow Magician Empire (S) 6 
uckers J O’Brien pean ~— lom Moss 
P vy Morgan usira 1 Tobert 
1 & T Leung MIAMI B & B Adams | Silver Chords 
Hoberto & Alicia Olympia (P) & Frank Preston Water Goons 
Swifts Annell & Brask Tony Walsh Aqua Maids 
i e Baker 4 oe, Valdettes SUNDERLAND 
Ree S Consol LONDON Empire (M) 6 
Peramount (P) 8 enson Palladium (M) 6 Tessie O'Shea 
Pobby Byrne Orc Colstons Daniels & Payne | Johnny Lockwood 
I Cornell WASHINGTON Dave Apollon Johnny Matson 
Frank Fontaine Capitol (L) 9 |} Chris Cross |} Olga Varona 
De Mareo Sis | Fontain Sis Betty Luster Denis Bros & 
pep & C Robinson | J Courtland | Stan Stennett | Beryl 
Roxy ‘f) 8 A Robbins {Desmond & Marks | Mona McCall 
&d Stone 'Calgary Bros 3 Howes | Granger Bros 
Lacy Troupe Dennis Lawes 
AUSTRALIA 7 Volants Lovelies 
Tiller Girls | SWANSEA 
Skyrockets Ore i 
AUCKLAND toe Whitehouse } MANCHESTER LH clu . 
Her Majesty’s (T) 6) Jacques Cartaux Hippodrome (S$) @ | Lee Lawrence 
my Trindes Nellie Small |} Reg Dixon | Richman & Jackson 
Botonds Netta Dunsmore Max Geldray | Wood & Marmei 
Halama & Konarski | Betty — 3 Rethlems La Celeste 
Prof Olgeo Tom Toby Walter Jackson | Bobbie , 
Mary Priestman | MELBOURNE Fred Lovelle | lawns & tans 
De Paulls | Tivol (T) 6 |; Don Philippe & M | Jackie 
Harry Moreny | Faves 3 J & S Lamonte | WOLVERHAMPTON 
loni Lamond {3 Daresco | Gold & Cordell | Hippodrome i!) é 
Pete Lowe & Ladd | NEWCASTLE | Jock Glen 
CHRISTCHURCH Bert Duke 3 Empire (M) 6@ Billy Till 
Royal ‘(T) é@ | Guy Nelson | Burl ives | Ashby-Bailey 
Farrar & Carter | Frank Cook | Deis Bro & J | Cliff Owen 
Pat Gregory | | Renita Kramer Arthur Worsley Michele & Erik 
jimae & Junior | Bouna . Godfrey & Kerby E Coverdale 
ferry Scanlon Norman Vaughan Clifford Stanton Margot Gaye 
Cissy Trenholm | Sonya Corbeau Myrons N Lloyd 
Armand Perren SYDNEY Elimar Arcadian Singers 
Marika Saary | Tivoli (T) @ NORWICH WOOD GREEN 
Barbara Howe | Gino Mattera Hippodrome (i) é Empire ‘(S) 6 
jimmy Elder Glenda Raymond Dickie Arnold Archie Lewis 
Wim De Jong | Ronald Dowd Mickie Warren Morris & Cowley 
Chribi | Harold Williams Des Dale 4 Ramblers 
Enid Wilson iJohn Fullard Valerie Walsh 3 Imps 
Maurice Stoller Verdini 
BRITAIN Lush Thrushes Muldoon 5 
ueve Van Levanda & Van 
ASTON Setk tawia Eva ong Cottrell Bros & M 
Hippodrome if) @ Sonny Dawkes Suan ae aed TORK 
Joe Ring Tommy Rose Norman Evans Empire (i) ¢@ 
Berron & 4 Mell-o-Macs 3 “4 ® 


Drummond 
Les Cinzanos 3 
Rose & Kotchinsky 
Joan Norton 
leddy Bush 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 6é 
Al Martino 
2 Sterlings 
lriis Sadler 
Yolandas 
Walthon & Dorraine 
Jo Jae & Joni 
Jeck Watson 
BLACKPOOL 
Grand (i) é@ 
Arthur Askey 
thora Hird 
Anthea Askey 
Glenn Melvyn | 
Opera House i!) 6 
Compagnons de 
Chanson 
Harry Secombe 
Fve Boswell 
Harry Bailey 
Hugony 3 
Kathryn Moore 
Ann Tyrrell 
Coronet Singers 
Corps de Ballet 
20 Tiller Girls 
Palace (1) @ 
Arthur English 
Eddie Grey 
Donovan & Haves 
2 Playboys 
Readings & Pauline 
Pessy Powell 
Dandy Page 
Brian Kent 
Joan Howell 
Rogan Girls 
Tower Circus (i) @ 
C Cairoli & Paul 
8 Flying Croneras 
Fischers Elephants 
5 Hansels 
John 
Balladinis 
5 Talos 
Knies Legionaires 
Portuguese Horses 
Tarzana 








2 Canters 

2 Angelos 

Williams Cockatoos 
Keossmayers Mule 
Title Jimmy 

A Circusettes 
Jimmy Scott 
!vmpiad 


3 
Winter Garden (i) 6) 
Morecambe & Wise | 
Harry Worth 
Morlidor 3 
Rob Murry 
3 Cottas 
fean Baylesam 
Claudine Goodfell'w 
Annettes 


Hippodrome (1) é 
Whittaker & Law 
Joe Poynton 
Cregg Anders & J 
Lee Brooklyn 
Facl Darney 
Irma Logan 
Al Brandon 
Fre V Marsh 
Foward Orland 


| Whiteley 


CARDIFF 
New ‘(S) @ 
Arthur Lucan 
Macey & Mayne 
Sheila Frances 
Gale Douglas 
Charles & Jupp 
Dot & Maureen 
Roy Rolland 
Ellis Ashton 
B & B Johns 
Malcolm Thomas 
Girls 
Street Singers 
CHELSEA 
Palace (1) 
Hutch 
Scott Sanders 
Duke Diamond 
Pop White & § 
Douglas Francis 
Madrigal & Joyce 


oy 


Hippodrome 
Merry Macs 
Chan Canasta 
Cawalini’s Dogs 
Earle & Oscar 
Harry Benet 


Oswin Lange 3 
Al Shaw 
John & Ernest 
Richman & Jackson 
Edward Victor 
3 Kelroy’s 
Metropolitan (1) 6 
Davy Kave 
Hazel Wilson 
Ken Dorvilles 
Cortez & Pam 
Rockfelds 
Peiace ‘i) 6 
Jack Anton 
20 Gorgeous Gale 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 6 
Carroll Levis Co 
Vilet Pretty 
Teenagers 
Skvlons 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 6 
Issvy Bonn 
Eddie Calvert 
Moreton & Kaye 
Beryl Orde 
Joe Chureh 
F & L Preston 
Ray Alan 
Newman Twins 
Dowie & Kane 
GLASGOW 
Empire (Mm) 6 
Frank Sinatra 
Billy Ternent Ork 
Williams & Shand 
George Marten 
3 Lederers 
Jackie Ross 
GRIMSBY 
Patace (I) @ 
Don Arrol 
Davies & Lee 
Shires & Jane 
Johnny Lane 





ferry Howard 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M)) 6 
4 Graham Bros 
S\d Jeffrey 
ta Page 
frene Dickson 
en Arthur 
BRISTOL 
Empire (1) 
& Rivers 
‘niad Vince 
De Yong & 
Leivsia 
carton Bros 
Stunt 
ereon Girls 
“i ppodrome 
Henry Hall 
(she Henson 
Fiton Hayes 
y my Cooper 
cule Grahem 
¥Y Barnes 
t Dbv Beaumont 
“inert” Marland 
€ler Glover 
. ® Korvers 
a Pasuley 
ke Wel) 
BRIXTON 
Empress (f) 


4 
l€€ 
‘ 
' 


‘ 


(S) 6 


| HACKNEY 
| 


Al 
| Bobbie Sherman 
| 
| 


‘Gena 


Derry & Johnstone 


| Ian Hynes 


| McDonald Sis 
|} Douglas Maynard 
Margherita Stanley 
Empire . 
| Jack Hilliard 
| Burnett 


tune McComb 
Denny Termer 3 
Linda Lane 
Monte Babson 
Bill Branwell 

H W Mack 
Cliff Cook 
Nicol & Kemble 
Merry Micks 

} LEEoSs 
| Empire (M) 
| Al Read 
| Dancing Duvals 
4 & B Black 
‘Johnson Clark 
| Lizzet & Eddie 
| Allen & Lee 
Henderson 


‘ 


LEICESTER 

Pelace (S) 6 
Charitie Ejlis 
Mee 


& Kemp 
| Eddie Gordon & N 


Betty Jumel 

V & J Crastonian 

Jackie Trevor 

Bil & Bil 

J & B Moxham 

Swan & Leigh 

12 Tiller Girls 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 6 

Seaton & O'Dell 

Vancouver Boys 








Jimmy French 
Ricky Morecambe 
Clayton & Ward 
8 Lovelies 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Palace (i) 6 
Cc & C Ross 
Eddie Wood 
Edmund Goffron 
Nelson Lioyd 
T & S Snapp 


' 
| 


Freddy Calo Ore 


| 


D Hild Dancers (10) 
Paimer Mouse 

Marion Colby 

Blackburn Twins 


LOS ANGELES 


Clifferd Guest 
Rudenko Bros 

M Abbott Dners (8) 
|} Eddie O'Neal Ore 





Ambassador Hotei , Hadda_ Brooks 
HMaves & Healy Dick Hazard Trio 
Franklyn D'Amore iro’ 

fed Fio Rita Ore Peggy owe 





Bar of Music Dick Siabile Ore 


Josephine Premice ‘ 
Maurice Rocco Charley Foy’s 
E Bradford Ore L Carter & Carti'rs 


8 Gray's Bandbox | Vary Foy 

Billy Gray M Padula 

Moore & Lessy 4A Browne Orc 
Biltmore Hotel | Mocambo 

Dorothy Claire : 

George DeWitt Ames Bros 

Goetschis (3) E Oliver Ore 

Hal Derwin Ore Statier Hotel 

Cafe Gala Xavier Cugat. Ore 
Queenie Leonard Abbe Lane 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Clover Club 


Nancy Donovan 


Five O'clock Club 


Martha Rave 
oe phan Bob McFadden 
“sae ye tenay ved Wills 4 
Tai pote _— Charlie Barnet Or 

) o 
' ' 
Selma Harlowe Line Say Cue 
Latin Casino Zorita 
Hal Winter Raquel 
Litico | Jeannie Christiary 
Hatem Club Lynn Starr 

limmy Day Len Dawson Ore 
Bobby Barton | has Victor Ore 
Princess Tara Flo Parker 
Camile Stevens Patty Lee 
Lee Tavlor | Sans Souclt Hote: 
Ginger Marsh Sunny Howard 

Leon & Eadie’s Anne Barnett 

Babe Baker Revue | Sacaras Orc 
Sandra Birton |} Ann Herman Ders 
} ; } 

<itty O'Kelly Saxony Hotei 
Pat Clayton Kitt Kal 

Juan & Eleanor nc anon 
aes Fa op . Val Olman Ore 

i ruse 

Bernie N *rso 
Acres O'Reilly plenty fayerson 
Ralph Gilbert rhs . 

I Vy le x 
Don Charles Ore ane 2e Sa Saye 

| fano & Dee 
Nautilus Hotel 
Eileen Barton Vagabonds Club 
Antone & Ina Vagabonds (4) 
Sid Stanley Ore Maria Neglia 
Joe Harnell |}Condos & Brandow 


Paddock Club 
Jimmy March 
Miss Memphis | 
Sun-Sun Babse Rev | 


Elissa Jayne 
Frank Linale Ore 
Eleanor Guipo 
Roval Tahitians 

! Paul Goupil 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Desert inn Dansations 
Betty Hutton | a1 Jahns Ore 
Skylarks Lothar Pearl 
Jim & Mildred Milton Rogers 
Muleay Lest Frontier (13) 


; 
Donn Arden Dners Herb Shriner 
Carlton Hayes Ore | Mary Kaye Trio 
Lou Bring | Estelle Sloan 


Jack Latimer tean Deviyn Dners 
Remo Babli | Skinnay Ennis Ore 

Dick Lerner 
Thunderbird kK 


| loy Walker 


Gale Storm | Dolores Frazzini 


Mata & Hari | El Cortez 

Jay Marshall | Martha Davis & 
Arneuts Spouse 

Jarney Rawlings | sespeos Bros 
| Normandie Boys | Patty Tavior 
Kathryn Duffy Jimmy Oliver Ore 








NEW YORK CITY 


Bandbox 
| Duke Ellington 
Count Basie 
Birdland 
Billy Eckstine 
Bud Powell 
Lester Yeung 
Bive Angel 
Felicia Sanders 
Orson Bean 
Celia Cabot 
Three Kifts 
Eadie & Rack 
Bart Howard 
Jimmy Lyons 3 
Bon Soir 
| Jimmie Daniels 
| Oliver Wakefield 
| Ghostley & Wood 
| Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 
Mae Barnes 
Copacabane 
Joyce Bryant 
Jimmy Nelson 
Dominique 
Mace Barrett 
Lee Kane 
Priors 
Ve Duerse Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 
Chateau Madrid 
Facundo Rivero 
|} F Alonso Orc 
| A} Castellanos Ore 
| Embers 
| Barbara Carroll 
| Tyree Glenn 
| Joe Jones 
Hotel Ambassador 
jules Lande Ore 
Hotel Astor 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Cavaliers 
Hotel 
B Cummins Ore 
D & T Lemac 
Karen 
Deadenders 


Hotel Pierre 
| Bernice Byers 
Rascha Rodell 
Stanley Melba Ore 
hee Relli Ore 











Hotel Plaza 

VM Bergere Ore 

| N Matthey Ore 
Motel Roosevelt 


Lenny Herman Ore 


| Motel St. Regis 
| Milt Shaw ore 
Horace Diaz Ore 


| Hotel Statier | Chavales De Espana 
| Chas Fisk | Trini Reyes 
| Hotel Taft | Emil Coleman Orc 
| Vincent Lopez Ore ' Mischa Borr Ore 
| 
| CHICAGO 

Bive Ange! Eileen Carroll 


| Hal White 

Bob Wednock 

| Velyn & L French 
| Grace Nichols 

| Raquel 

irving Burgess 

} Black Orchid 
| Juanita Hall 

| Bill Snyder 

| Anne Russell 

| Ken Sweet Trio 
| Chez Paree 
Carl Ravazza 
Dean Murphy 
Fileen © Dare 
Jonnny Martin 
Chez Adorables 
Brian Farnon (Ore 


&) 


iConrad Hilton Hott 


New Yorker 





| Cabaret Bills 


Goeiz Exits 


- Continued from 








page 





tatin Quarter 
Franklin & Lane 
Charlivels 
De Castro Sis 
Gloria Leroy 
Nejla Ates 
Art Wanei Ore 
B Harlowe Ore 

Le Ruban Bleu 
Jane Dulo 
Marshall Izen 
Jackson Sisters 
Norman Paris 3 

Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Argo & Fay 
Alice Strickland 
Paul Judson 
Oliver Ders 
No. Fifth Ave 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Hazel Webster 

Old Roumantien 
Sadie Banks 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 

Park Sheraton 
Milt Herth 
Joan Bishop 
Rosa Linda 

Riviera 

Will Mastin 3 
Sammy Davis, 
Connie Russell 
Walter Nye Ore 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Doug Rogrers 
Arden Line 


Versailles 
Nice To See You’ 
Georgie Kave 
Fay DeWitt 
Don Liberto 
Al Norman 
Lou Nelson 
Dorothy Keller 
Patti Ross 
Linda Lombard 
Barbara Stewart 
Carol Ohomart 
Salvatore Gioe Ore 
Panchito Ore 

Village Barn 
Jackie Jay 
Carolyn Wood 
Glen Moore Ore 
Bobbie Martin 
Zeb Carver 


Jr 


| Myles Bell 


Piute Pete 
Hal Grahem Ore 
Waldorf-Astoria 


| Margie Lee 


| Bill 


Seitz & Loichinger 

Dick Price 

Sid Krofft 

Kodell 

Maricich & 
Peterson 

Dick Salter 

Jordan 


|N & J Waldo 


Buddy Rust 

Olie Clark 

Dennis & Darlene 

Boulevar-Dezrs (7) 

I Masters Orc 
Edgewcter Beach 


;F Martin Ore 


durray Arnold 
Martin Men 


} 
exec 


v.p. in charge of worldwide 
| distribution. With 
helm, U will rely substantially on 


individual producers for its prod- 


luct turnout, at least for the time 
being. 
Leo Spitz has shared top re- 


| sponsibility with Goetz since 1946, 
|when the partners sold out their 
‘indie outfit, International Pictures, 
| to U. In recent months, however, 
| Spite has been only partially ac- 
| tive because of his health. His 
official exit, it’s understood, also is 
timetabled for September. , 

In the sellout of International, 
yoetz and Spitz collected 62,500 
shares of U common stock each 
which, at the time of the deal, had 


la combined total valuation, as as- 


| Signed by the U board, of $5,000,- | 


1000. This stock was bought out by 
| Rackmil’s Decca Records last year 
at a total price of almost $2,000,000. 

U's continued stress on economy 


‘of operation was seen as chief fac- | 


| tor behind the split with Goetz. 


Goetz’ payoff, as provided by his | 


employment pact, has been $5,000 
per week. ‘In 1948, the studio 
/topper took a cut to $2,500 under a 
_voluntary salary production pro- 


gram. This, along with the re- 
-muneration§ slicing accepted by 
‘other execs, since has been re- 
stored.) 

| Goetz’ weekly check was re- 


garded by Rackmil, it’s apparent, 


us out of line with the company’s | 
being par-,| 
‘ticularly reflected in the general | 
structure of salaries at the policy-' 


j} economic policy, this 


making level. Rackmil is collecting 
$80,000 per year; Nate J. Blumberg, 


board chairman, $78,000; Daff, 
$63,000, and Muhl, $63,000. 
Blumberg was inked to a new 


employment deal earlier this year. 
With this, he shifted to a less active 
work sked under the heading of 
“consultative and advisory.” At the 
same time, Rackinil formally en- 
tered an employment setup which 
clearly identified him as operating 
boss of the company. 

In past vears, Goetz had a vari- 
ety of lensing posts in Hollywood, 
leading to his appointment as v.p. 
n charge of production at 20th- 
Fox in the 1942-43 period. Follow- 
ing this, International was formed, 
with Goetz as president, followed 
by his acquiring the post of pro- 

jduction head at U in 1946. 


this trio at the} 





| 


| New 


Acts 








TESSIE Q'’SHEA 
Comedy 
| 28 Mins. 
Empire, Glasgow 


Bulky, amply-girthed English 


comedienne has a brand-new act 
that reveals the polish of her re 
cent American trip. Friendly and | 
with a simple, catching toothy 
mile. Tessie O'Shea exudes real 
warmth and vigor, being In type 
more of the essence of ve olde 
English musichall than any othe 
current act 

Dress for instance, has been 
given top place. She wears a beau 
titul off-one-shoulde! white eve- 
ning dress and a fair-sized tiara 
on her head. In both looks and 
performance she is a mixture of 
Gracie Fields, Sophie Tucker 
| Betts Hutton and a feminine 
George Formby 

Comedienne opens with a snatch 
of new songs, linking ‘em with 
talkie-talkie about her “‘wonder- 
ful’ trip to America and the show 
biz folk she met. Follows into her 
w.k. “Cuddle Me In The Clover” 
number, after which she does a 
very brief piece of comedy ballet 

Gimmick is, of course, her girth, | 
and she accompanies act with 
much reference to her size, and 
many a pat of her stomach and 
ample Jane Russells. It's all done 
in such a way as not to offend the 
|more sensitive “I'm Two-Ton 
Tessie no more!” she calls. “Now 
I'm Three-Dimensional Tessie 
because I'm larger than life!’ Size 


gives her a geniality and benevo- 
lence not often found on the stage. 


| As if to pattern her own recent 
career, which has brought her full 
circle from trips abroad to her 
| homeland, she gives out with a 
lnew number, “You'll Find a Rest 
in Your Old Home Town,” written 
by English comedian Charlie Ches- 
j ter. She is going in more nowa- 
days for the monolog. An all too 


| rare prototype of the best of Eng- 
lish musichall, 1953 version, Eng- 
land's Sophie Tucker has every 
thing but a catchphrase Gord 


PIERRE SEPTEMBRE (2) 
Acro-Balancing 

| 10 Mins. 

| Moulin Rouge, Paris 

In spite of his name, Pierre Sep- 
tembre looks like a neat probabil- 
| ity for niteries or vaude due to his 
fine ladder balancing, humor and 
verve. He balances atop a ladder 
which he handles by deft body 
| movements as he performs a se- 
i ries of turns, gyrations and comic 
interludes. His attempts at play- 
ing a trombone which gets stuck 
in his mouth and his phony near- 
falls bring both gasps and heavy 
mitting from aud. 

He then gets his wife into the 
act. She's a shapely little miss in 
tights who climbs up that ladder 
and balances with September in 
a fine finale Mosk. 


| FOUR IN A CHORD 


| cept that one of the males is mar- 
Family 


} 
| 
| Songs 
| 10 Mins. 
Theatre Royal, Glasgow 
The Four In A Chord are an ac- 
| complished vocalizing outfit con- 
| sisting of two brothers and two 
| sisters, otherwise unrelated ex- 
| 
| 
| 


ried to one of the sisters. 


{spirit is reflected in slick team- 
work 

| Act's songalog is modern and 
|peppy, combo making a solid 


click. Singers have good looks and 
| dress colorfully. Offering has nice 
visual appeal and looms as a pay- 
off in most media. Gord. 


CLIFFORD STANTON 
Impressions 

15 Mins. 

Empire, Edinburgh 

| Pleasant-voiced Engiish impres- 
sionist has novel twist to act, 
finishing by going behind curtain, 
sitting astride chair, and only al- 
lowing his head to be seen by 
stubholders. Miniature’ stage is 
then opened up where his body is, 
puppet-style bodies are attached, 
and his own head gives the crea- 
ture lifelike appearance. In_ this 
way he impersonates Jose Ferret 
as Cyrano de Bergerac, ex-King 
Farouk of Egypt ‘complete with 
red fez, dark glasses and white 
suit), Danny Kaye and kilted Scot 
comedian Harry Gordon. Solid 
'mitting for this gimmick. Act has 
histrionic talent as well as mimick- 


ing ability, as seen in his Cyrano} 


speech 

Earlier straight impressions are 
done as if subjects were caljlers in 
American square dances. Traves- 
ties here are of English politician 
Clement Attlee, Prime 
Winston Churchill and the 
English musichall artist, Billy 
(‘Almost a Gentleman’) Bennett. 

Useful bet for vaude and nitery 
| markets. Gord. 


Minister | 
late | 


CRICKETS (5) 
Songs 

14 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 


| Sone 
| The Crickets are a good bet for 


showeases catering to blues and 
rhythm followers. Negro vocal 
quintet has been stirring up some 


action on the M-G-M label and has 


enough on the ball to rate it with 
ithe better groups currently play- 
ing to that market. Harmonizing 


and general presentation of tunes 





offered is polished. Most of the 
i vocalling is handled by one mem- 
ber of the combo with the rest 
chiming in on the harmony An- 
lother member handles an electric 
| guitar in addition to making with 
ithe mouth sounds 
| Tunes piped by the group in- 
l@lude “Fine as Wine,” “For You I 
| Have Eyes” and “You're Mine.” 
Jess. 

JO, JAC & TONI 
Comedy 
12 Mins. 
Empire, Glasgow 

Trio of comedy terpers and ec- 
centric humorists are above normal 
run of current British vaude 


jartists, combo raising strong yocks 
from most stubholders. Group con- 
sists of three men, all slender in 
physique and wearing outsize 
bowler hats, black suits and white 


spats. Eccentric line of dancing 
shows originality and natural 
humor 

Comedy business is also away- 


from-rut, the goofy guys producing 
beer from inside musical instru- 
ments, cigarets from hidden 
drawer, a telephone and cord from 


inside top of bowler hat. Finish 
with “Tea for Two" number, 
danced to mime and comedy ac- 
tions. Good bet for vaude and 
video. Gord, 


FRASER HAYES QUARTET 
Songs 
10 Mins. 
Pavxilion, Gourock, Scotland 
Breezy musical and instrumental 
act, newly returned to U.K. from 
Sweden, looks useful bet for vaude 
dates. Group consists of one gal 
and three males, all youthful and 
full of zest. Distaff member is 
fluffy blonde with smiling person- 
ality 
Combo chooses itS songs mainly 
from the hit paraders and renders 
them in pleasing harmony 


Gord 


“SHORTS” DAVIS 
Dance 

4 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

“Shorts” Davis rates as fair filler 
material. Tapster doesn't defver 
with too much zest and his turn is 
generally unexciting. 

His best bit is a back bend in 
which he moves about on his heels 
and the palms of his hands 

Jess. 


Vaude, Cafe Dates | 
New York 


Julie Wintz, of the Music Corp. 
of America band and act dept., re- 
cuperating at his Englewood, N. J., 
home following serious surgery at 
Mt. Sinai hosp, N. Y. Teddy 
Phillips set for the “Cocoanut 
Grove, Los Angeles, Sept. 30 
Ruth Wallis, following time out 
to have a baby, resuming nitery 
dates with a stand at the Old New 
Orleans Club, Washington, in Sep- 
tember .. . De Marco Sisters date 
at El Rancho, Las Vegas, to be 
postponed, Gloria De Marco is set 
to undergo surgery Ted 
Straeter will be the new band at 
the Persian Room of the Plaza, 
starting Sept. 17. He replaces 
Dick La Salle, who has been there 
for three years. 

Joan Blondell goes into last 
Frontier, Las Vegas, starting July 
27 Eddie Bracken siated for 
the Broadmoor, Colorado Springs, 
July 29 . Will Mastin Trio, 
featuring Sammy Davis, Jr., cur- 
rent at the Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., 
pacted for Chez Paree, Montreal, 
in September . . Fran Warren 
and Eileen O'’Dare signed to De 
part of the Mickey Rooney unit 
lat the Chicago Theatre, Chicago, 
July 24... Lilly Hayes to tour for 














| 





|USO-Camp Shows eight weeks 
starting July 17. 

Chicago 

| Johnny O’Brien playing Chicago 
| Theatre for two frames opening 


July 10... Hamish Menzies booked 
for Black Orchid opening Aug. 18 
for six weeks... Lillian Aubeshon 
| into Pinto.Miami, after 15 years at 
| Ye Olde Cellar, Chi Johnny 
Desmond takes over Chicago Thea- 
jtre for fortnight beginning Aug. 7 
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Giddy Terper Feast in ’54-55 to Sub 
For Coming Slim U.S. Ballet Season’ 





looms nee > 


Curious situation in — 
' S ballet world for the next two 
eet Next year (53-54) will be Shea, Flynn Double As 
a limited one balletically, with : . : ; 
only three major troupes apes PAs gn Touring ‘Dolls 
ing in the ( S.. and then only . 
for pat easons. The fellowing Joe Shea, who succeeds Helen 
yeaul 4-55 will see a complete THoerl is pressagent for the tour- 
reversal “with four troupe bu ing “Guys and Dolls for the forth- 
all season. Most surprising feature | coming dates through rexas and 
is the angle that impresario Sol the south, planed Monday 6) to 
Hurok, styled as “the father ot Dallas to huddle with Charles R. 
modern ballet,” won't be associated Meeker, Jr., managing director of 
with any of the tour compan the State Fair Auditorium, which 
Next season ('53-'54) will see the booked that portion of the tour, 
return of the Sadler’s Wells Ballet. \Wonty Shaft, general manager for 


Hurok producers Cy Feuer and Ernest H. 


ot london, under manage i 
ment, for a U. S. tour of 19 weeks. | Martin, followed by plane yester- 
Zallet Theatre, now in Europe, day Tues 





Paddock Replaces Bay 
As Scenic Artists Prez 


Robert Rowe Paddock has been 
elected president of United Scenic 
Artists, succeeding Howard Bay, 
who served for the last seven years 


and declined reelection. Woodman 


Thompson was named vice-presi- 
dent. Virginia Halley recording 
' secretary, Arihur Romano finan- 
cial secretarv, George Everett 
treasurer and O. Columbo, Peggy 
Clark and Al Ostrander trustees. 


Union is Local 829 of the Broth- 
erhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America, AFL 
Rudy Karnolt is business repre- 
sentative. 


§ New Percenters 


To Get Equity Nod 


} 

won't start its trouping at home After confabs with Meeker, pair | 
until afier the new year. The N. Y.| will proceed to the Coast, where | 
City Ballet will alse be abroad «Gyys” ig playing a current en-| 
this summer and fall, and won't’ gagement. When the production| Eight new talent agency fran- 
resume in N, Y¥. until Xmas, OF yets into the south, where rela- | chises may be granted this week 
possibly not even till February tively few shows play, Joe Flynt) +. actors Equity. Okays, decided 

But °54-'55 will be something | will be used as second p.a., travel-| | kt ; "ape Rieger 
else again. The Festival Ballet Ol | {ing about 10 days ahead of the last wee yy the union s agency 
London, with founder-director AN-) company. Shea will be four veeks | committee, were subject to ap- 
ton- Dolin as star ,will make 1s) jn advance. | proval by the council at a special 
first American appearance, and $$$ $___—__—_—. meeting yesterday (Tues.) or the 
tour the U. S. under management ‘ 9° F ‘i acer 
of David Libidins. Ballet Russe de Tabu on Moon In Pix next — _— . 
Monte Carlo, vet organization Granting of the licenses is the 
headed by Serge Denham which first step in a move to give interim 


Whetting Appetites 


suspended activities a year ago, } 
going to be reactivated by Coluim- 
bia Artists Mgt., with Col prez 
Frederick Schang, Jr., building a 
new troupe and booking it on the 
regular concert circuit. (Schang 
used a small group called Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo Concert Co, 
this past season for his Community 
Concerts circuit, but will abandon 
that.: 

Ballet Theatre will probably tour 


News of Catholic opposition to 
the film version of ‘‘Moon Is Blue,” 
following its Production Code Au- 
thority nix, has apparently whetted 
appetites for the legit version. 

“Moon” is being done on an 
unusually large scale on the barn 
circuit, with producers 


Leck aiken. tek é. fond claiming records broken or heavy 
the U. S., as heretofore, for a 1 early-week takes for their barns, 


season instead of the coming year's 
curtailed one. And the N. Y. Citys 
Ballet, which never toured the 
U. S. before until this year’s July- 
August posi-seasen dates in Den- 
ver, L. A. and Frisco, will not only 
have its regular N. Y. seasons, but 
will also tour in the east as far as 
Chicago 

Prospectus leaves Hurok out of 
the picture. But the vet ballet man- | 
ager is likcly to have a surprise o1 
two of his own. Although Sadler's 
won't return in °'54-'55, and the 
N. Y. City Ballet will be unavail- 
able tor his management (much as 
he'd like it to be), Hurok may bring 
in some foreign company, like the 


clearly attributed to the show or 
the hullaballoo about it. 


‘Moon’ $5,100, Stockbridge 
Stockbridge, Mass. July 7 
Pix tabu of F. Hugh Herbert's 
“The Moon is Blue” will undoubt- 
edly hypo biz for the 40-odd cit- 
ronella showings of the legit hit, 
scheduled for this summer. 
Berkshire Playhouse here chalk- 
ed up a $5,100 gross with it last 
week, featuring Edward Andrews, 
|Gaye Jordon and William Swan 
This was the best second-week take 
in the history of this stand. 
Leo G. Carroll stars this week in 
|Shaw's “You Never Can 


Royal Danish Ballet or a French with Alan Hewitt and Eleanor Wil- | 
troupe, to keep in the balletic | son featured. 
swim. ~eercmmaemed 


‘Moon’ $8,500, Asbury Park 
Asbury Park, N. J., July 7. 
Savoy, formerly operated as a 
BANGHART’S ‘BITTERS’ burley house and before that as a 

| filmer, by the Walter Reade cir- 

“4 Dash of Bitters," Kenneth | cuit, made a fairly promising start 

Banghart’s scheduled production | 25 @ legit spot last week with a 

of the Reginald Denham-Conrad ; $8.500 gross for “Moon Is Blue,” 

Sutton Smith melodrama based on | CoStarring Gene Raymond and 

a Margaret St. Clair story, is budg- | Pesgxy Ann Garner, Top was $3.50 
eted at $60,000, with provision tor | for the 891-seater. 


t 
ED | 
{ 


60G BUDGET SET FO 


20% overeall, Denham is to stage} Ethel Waters is the star this 
the one-set, four-character play, week in “Member of the Wedding.” 
with Evelyn Varden as femme eo 


lead. Ralph Alswang has designed | 
the scenery. 

According to a breakdown sent 
to potential backers, the estimated 


‘Moon’ $4,500, Andover 
Andover, N.J., Judy 7. 
Grist Mill Playhouse here took 
in its top opening week's gross in 


production cost is $51,203. Of this | four years of operation last week 
total, $11,713 is listed for bonds | With “The Moon Is Blue.” Show, 
and deposits, $12,000 for scenery With Patricia Englund and Dick 


Moore in the leading roles, pulled 
in $4,500 for seven performances. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” is 
current at the 786-seater. 


and props, $3,000 director fee, $2.- 
700 for business and stage manag- 
ers, $3,590 preliminary: production 
expense, $2,500 for pressagent and, 
press expense, $1,500 office ex-! 
ense, $2,000 legal advertising and 
ees, $5,700 tryout cost and $6,500 
pre-opening expense. urday (4) at Green Hills Theatre 

Author royalties, including the here with business only fair at 
Original story writer, are the stand- | $1.500. Berks Players’ second pres- 
ard minimum, 5-749-10°%. }entation at the 355-seater is “See 


Brownlee New AGMA Head, 
Tibbett Stepping Down 


John Brownlee, Met Opera vet 
baritone, was chosen prez of Amer 
ican Guild of Musical Artists 
(AGMA), as result of recent ballot 


ing for officers. Jascha Heifety 
was picked as Ist vice-president, 
Dr. Leopold Sachse as 2d veepee. 
Betty Stone as 3d v.p., Astrid Var- 
hay as 4th v.p., James Pease as 5th 
V.p., and Elisabeth Hoeppel! as re- 
cording secretary. 


‘Moon’ $1,500, Reading 
Reading, Pa., July 7 
“Dark of the Moon” closed Sat- 





| How They Run,” opening tonight 
(Tues House is sealed to $2.10. 


“Death of a Salesman,” with 
Francine Toll and Charles Schulte 
in the leads, opens next Tuesday 
14), 


Heflin to Repeat Shrike’ 
For Asbury Park Barn 


Van Heflin, in “The Shrike,” 
will be the booking Aug. 24-30 at 
the Savoy, Asbury Park, N. J. Ap- 
pearance of the film-legit star in 
the Joseph Kramm drama, which 
he played on tour last winter, re- 
places a tentatively scheduled try- 
Lawrence Tibbett, who had been out of a new play. . 
President of AGMA since its in John Huntington is producer of 
ception in 1935, did not run this the spot. a former film and burley 
year, and has been designated as house operated by the Walter 
honorary president. i Reade circuit. 





For Barn Productions 


already | 


Tell, | 


permits to all qualified percenters 


|chises, including both the newly- | 
|issued ones and those of many | 


years’ standing, are considered in- 
iterim. All will be subject to re- 
| view by the union's agency com- 


code, outlined in a 69-page recom- 
mendation by the agency com- 
mittee, has been in the hands of 
the council for more than a month 
and clause-by-clause consideration 
isn't expected to be 
within the next six 
council 


| mittee and the council when the 
| new code becomes effective. 

| Although the proposed new 
} 


members are not permit- 


pending adoption of an amended | 
| agency code. Idea is that all fran- | 


completed | 
months or so, | 


ee 





| Inside Stufl—Legit 


Cedric Hardwicke’s current strawhat tour in “Island Visit” is under 
a waiver from Actors Equity. Star appeared on Broadway last Spring 
/in the Andrew Rosenthal comedy, at that time titled ‘Horses in Miq-. 
| stream,” and would ordinarily have been forbidden to take another 
legit assignment for six months, under Equity’s alien actor regulations. 
| Angle of the situation was that, because of previous concessions given 
| Hardwicke, the interval would have been extended to nine months 
| However, the union's council okayed the “Island” assignment on the 
ground that his appearance would assure the play’s tour, there, 
creating employment for other Equity members. As a -result of the 
waiver, Hardwicke will still be permitted to take another legit stint 
nine months from the “Horses” closing, or next Jan. 2. 

Grant of $200,000 made last week to the N. Y. City Center of Mu 
& Drama by the Rockefeller Foundation is solely for the commissio; 
ing of new works. Only for creative costs, none of the coin can he 
used for actual productions, for scenery, costumes or even rehears:!} 
| time. This factor had delayed approval by the Center’s board of direc. 
| tors of the grant, as well as the fact that a mistaken notion of the 
i grant’s nature might hurt the Center’s current drive for operating and 
deficit funds. The fund is to be used in the three years ending July 1, 
1956. In the 1953-54 season, $100,000 will be spent: in 1954-55, $60.000 
and in 1955-56, $40,000. Lincoln Kirstein, managing director of the 
Center, will supervise the expenditure. 


“A Pin to See the Peep Show,” drama by F. Pennyson Jesse and 
N. M. Harwood, adapted from the former’s book, was banned by the 
Lord Chamberlain for public performance in London, as it is based 
on an actual British murder trial. However, it was produced at the 
New Bolton’s, a private theatre club in London, two seasons ago 

Peter Cotes, who staged the original production, and his wife, Joan 
Miller, who played the lead, will repeat the assignments in the Broad- 
way edition of the meller, to be presented by Nancy Davids. It's 
slated to open Sept. 18 at the Playhouse, N. Y. 

Proposal that all Actors Equity members, whether paid up or not, 
be permitted to attend membership meetings, but without the right 
to vote, will be submitted to referendum at the next quarterly mem- 
bership meeting early next fall. Such a move was suggested at the 
quarterly meeting last spring, but is not permitted under the union 
by-laws. Although the Equity council has indicated it opposes the 
measure, it has instructed the union's attorney to draft a constitutional 
|}amendment for council approval and subsequent membership ballot. 


Grosses of “Fifth Season,” which had been overquoted for the pre- 
vious several weeks, and were underquoted the last two weeks. Exact 
grosses for the last four weeks were as follows: $24,328 for week 
|ended June 6; $23,722, week ended June 13; $24,207, week ended 
June 20, and $23,051 for week ended June 27. George Kondolf pro- 
duction of the Sylvia Regan comedy is currently in its 24th week at 
the Cort, N. Y., with Menasha Skulnik and Richard Whorf costarred. 
| Joseph Wood Krutch, vet legit and literary critic, has resigned as 
Brander Matthews Professor of Dramatic Literature at Columbia | 
N. Y. Krutch, who was president of the N. Y. Drama Critics Circle 
in 1940-41, had been drama critic of The Nation magazine from 1924 
to 1932, and from 1937 to 1952. Now living in Tucson, Krutch with- 
drew from Columbia for reasons of health and to devote his time to 
writing. 





ted to discuss the matter with the | 


{membership or press. This 
| line with a union rule that 
ters under consideration are 
| garded as confidential until 
|}a decision has been reached. 

| In the present case it’s explained 
that discussion of the proposed 
| amendments outside council might 
|}ereate contusion, with = specific 
clauses viewed individually in- 
| stead of in regard to the code as 
a whole. Also, it’s feared, piece- 
{meal discussion by the general 
| maaenorship might involve errone- 
| 


is 

miat- 
re 

after 


ous impressions and conclusions. 
Critics of this theory, however. 
| argue that since the new code must 
| ultimately be submitted to general 
membership referendum, the soon- 
,er the proposed changes are made 
| public the more time the member- 
| ship will have to consider and dis- 
} cuss them. 
| More important, it’s claimed, im- 
|mediate publication of the entire 
| en would enable the general 
|ment and thereby influence the 
| council decision. According to one 
council member, whose lips are 


|rule, this is another example of 
the long-standing council attitude 
| of “papa knows best.” 

Identity of the eight percenters 
given the {initial nod for franchises 
hasn't been disclosed pending 
| council approval. More than 60 
more applications for franchises 
|remain to be processed by the 
{Equity agency committee and 
|either okayed or nixed by the 
| council. 





Equity Okays Annual 1G 
Expense Acct. for Prez 


Expense account of $1,000 a year 
j for the president of Actors Equity 
has been approved by the union's 
council. Move had been advocated 
for several years, but no specific 
recommendation was made until 
| last sj@ing, when a resolution was 
adopted at the quarterly member- 
ship meeting and was subsequent- 
ly okayed by the council. 

As proponents of such a setup 
have pointed out, Equity’s presi- 
dent has considerable expense in 
connection with union matters. but 
except for infrequent appropria- 
tions for specific projects, there 
has never been any provision for 
routine outlays. 

Current president is Ralph Bel- 
lamy. 





in | 


membership to express its senti- | 


sealed by the no-discussion-outside | 


Whatever did happen to Terry Holmes? As reported last May 20, 
She dropped out of public notice and apparently hasn’t been listed 
in show business records since being voted by the N. Y. drama critics 
as the most promising young actress of the 1943-44 Broadway season 
Maiter is apparently a real whodunit, as no one has submitted any 
info on the matter since publication of the item. 


‘CRUCIBLE’ EARNS BACK Improved ‘Lost Colony’ 
| HALF ITS $75,000 COST Makes Impressive Bow 
| “The Crucible,” Arthur Miller For Its 13th N.C. Season 


| 

| 

'drama closing Saturday night (11) 

| after 197 performances at the Mar- | Manteo, N. C., July 7. 

tin Beck, N.Y., has recouped about | The 13th season of Paul Green's 
jhalf of its $75,000 investment. | symphonic drama, “The Lost Colo- 
Kermit Bloomgarden production, | ly,” opened June 27 in Waterside 
/recently recast and redirected by | Theatre here before an oversize 
'the author, and scaled down to re-|Cowd. New lighting effects on 
duce the operating cost, is slated | St@8e and off add drama and sus- 
'to tour in the fall. | pense to the show. Other improve- 
| As of May 30. iments are noted, in new colorful 
| 





the show had ‘ z ele omae 
earned back $34,344, including ee ane soepery, ane changes 
| $252 foreign royalty. Assets in- in 


cluded $18,238 in bonds and de- This year choreographer John 
| posits, plus $16,106 available for | Lehman has done a masterful job 
| sinking fund and distribution. with the dances, which open the 
show and which are featured in 
many scenes throughout the per- 
formance. 


Most of the highly-trained cast 





Russo & Ellis to Produce 


; 





_ Own Shows at New Hope 


| 


| New Hope, Pa., July 7. 


James Russo and Michael Ellis. | 


,Who will take over operation next 
) Season of the Bucks County Play- 
house here, upon expiration 


| plan to enlarge the building and 
produce their own shows at the 
spot. That was revealed in an an- 
nouncement follewing last week's 
meeting of Bucks County Play- 
house, Inc., holder of the new lease. 
| Newly-elected board members of 
the corporation are orchestrator 
Don Walker, president; Don Hed- 
ges, first vice-president; Harold 
Getz, Nazareth, Pa., furniture deal- 
er and reportedly largest stock- 
holder, second v.p.; M. Adelene 
| Walters, secretary; Audrey (Mrs.) 
Walker, assistant secretary, and 
John Ross, treasurer. Other board 


M. A. Coleman, Dr. Louis S. Fried, 
Paramount _ shorts scenarist-pro- 
|ducer Justin Herman, nitery opera- 
tor Monte Proser, Russo and Eliis. 

Russo and Ellis are Broadway 
' producers, their most recent ven- 
,ture having been last season's 
i“Two's Company.” 


of» 
Theron Bamberger’s current lease, | 
| 


members include Robert C. Bodine, | 


are veterans of many seasons. 
|Robert Armstrong, male lead, 
plays John Borden. Barbara and 
Andy Griffith, both with “The Lost 
'Colony” for several years, are 
back, she playing the lead role of 
,Eleanor Dare, he playing Si 
Walter Raleigh. 

A tradition in “Colony” circles 


,is Lillian Prince, who for the 
,Seventh season portrays Queet 
, Elizabeth. Back the show 5 


Fred Johnson, who once played 
the colonist. He is the priest this 
year, 

One of the unusual features 
created this year by chorus direc- 
tor Ralph Burrier and show dire‘ 
tor Clifton Britton is a_ finale 
which gives effect of angelic voices 
coming .from the heavens. Tlie 
chorus is better this year. M=t 
are veterans and graduates of 
Westminster Choir College. Jack 
Hart is back as organist. Frark 
Groseclose, historian, resumes wit!) 
the show after an absence of one 
season, 

Supervisory director Samuel! 
Seldon, kere for the premiere, !" 
a pre-performance speech lauded 
what he termed was “the most 
polished production” in “Colon) 
j history, Hard. 
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Barn Season Under Way: B.0. Mixed 
But Bullish; Other Strawhat News 


New Hope, Pa., July 7. + 


“Celia.’ George Batson _ play 
‘ried out last week at the Bucks 
County Playhouse here, with Jessie 
Rovee Landis as_ Star, grossed a 
fairly good $5.450 at a $3.50 top. 
producer Theron Bamberger and 


the 


star are to confab this week on | 


e question of doing the piece on} 


figured 


Broadway next fall. It’s 
< needed, 


ne rewriting will be 
ticularly in the first act. 
One Thing After Another,” new 
e offered by the California 
Straw Hatters, is this week’s Play- 
se offering. 


| 


‘Annie’ $5,228, Saratoga 

Saratoga, N. Y., July 
Annie Get Your Gun,” Milton 
Lvon packager, featuring Sara Dil- 
ion and Jack Dabdoub, grossed the 
second highest opening-week total 
in seven seasons of operation by 
John Huntington at the Spa Sum- 
mer Theatre, with $5,228 in the 
578-seater at a $3 top. Edward 
Everett Horton established the rec- 

ord. $5,400, in ‘‘Nina” last year. 

House had Friday and Saturday 
<ellouts for the musical. Chore- 
raphy by Allen Waine, projec- 
in and production registered well 
here, while Dabdoub, former New 


talent winner, baritoned nicely. 


$14,500, Toronto 

Toronto, July 7. 

Despite midweek two-nights’ 
downpour, “One Touch of Venus” 
grossed $14,500 as third produc- 
tion at Melody Fair, theatre-in- 
the-round 1,800-seater at the Can- 
adian Nationa] Exhibition, scaled 
at $3.40 top. Piece starred Jacque- 
line James and James Hawthorne, 
with Teddy Hart and Duncan 
Noble featured. 

Gene Lockhart is 
“Paint Your Wagon.” 


‘Venus’ 


current in 


Philly Rolling Along 

Philadelphia, July 7. 

Philly’s Playhouse in the 
maintained a satisfactory 
the third week of its second sum- 
mer season, although “The Male 
Animal” didn’t hold up to attend- 
ance records of “Road to Rome” 
and “The Moon is Blue,” first two 
offerings. Two matinees continue 
to be hardest to sell and special 
emphasis is being exerted in this 
direction. Weather breaks have 
been decidedly in favor of 
week's season at the tent theatre 


| 
| 


} 


j} to have 





Moorehead to Repeat 
‘Sorry’ on Gab Circuit 


Hollywood, July 7. 
Re-creation of her “Sorry Wrong 





Number” will highlight Agnes | 
Moorehead’s platfitm program, | 
which tees at Phoenix Jan. 15, | 
under auspices of Paul Gregory 


Charles Laughton selected, adapted | 
material for the readings and di 
rected the program in which actor 
Robert Gist gets “assisting” bill- 
ing. Theme is the different kinds 
of women through the ages. She'll 
be billed as “That Fabulous Red- 
head.” 

Gregory, who presented Laugh- 


The Frailer Sex 


Hampton, N. H., July 7. 

Phoebe MacKay, veteran 
character actress at the Hamp- 
ton Playhouse, fell down a 
flight of stairs last week, frac- 
turing both her wrists and suf- 
fering head injuries. 

She was hospitalized briefly 





| 
for treatment, then went on 
the Playhouse stage and played | 
her role with both arms in 
casts. The courageous effort 
was too much, however, and 


she was forced to go to bed for 
a couple of days while her un- 
derstudy took : 
But she was back for the 
iow two nights later and 
sumed her role, both arms still 
in the sling 


OV 





Bright 3686 Gain 


| T ) ; 
ton in a program of classic readings | 0 ale on oon 


and produced “Don Juan In Hell” | 
and “John Brown's Body,” already | 
has definite bookings through April 
15 on the revived Chautauqua cir- 
cuit. 





‘Banana’ Winds Up 


Orleans radio singer and Godfrey | 


With 856 Loss 


“Top Banana,’ which folded 
June 27 in Los Angeles, is figured 
lost about $85,000. That’s 
on basis of its $75,120 deficit as of 
May 9, date covered by the last | 
statement received by the backers, | 
and estimates for the remaining 
seven weeks of the tour. 

According to boxoffice reports to 
VARIETY, the musical had a total 
gross of $91,200 for its three-week | 
stand in San Francisco, for an es- 


| timated loss of $3,200, and grossed 


Park | 
clip in| 


i fall, that 


this | 


in West Fairmount Park, and crix} 


have been unanimously enthusi- 
astic, 
Current attraction is “Room 


Service,” with Skedge Miller as 
featured player. John Baragrey 
will be back, week of Aug. 24, in 
“Detective Story.” “Man Who 
Came to Dinner,’ with Burl Ives. 
was originally skedded for that 
date. 





Atlantic City B.O. Upbeat 
Atlantic City, July 7. | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


$131,400 in its four-week engage- 
ment in Los Angeles, for a $2,000 
profit. Closing expenses, etc., are | 
figured to have brought the overall 
deficit to the $85,000 figure. | 

Since the Paula Stone-Michae] | 
Sloane production was $33,042 in 
the red when it left Broadway last 
means the tour involved 
a loss of around $52,000. 
point during its 356-performance 
Broadway run, it was within $851 
of recouping its $194,814 produc- | 
tion cost. Backers have received 
$148,750 return on their $216,000 
investment. 

As of last May 9, the account- 
ant’s statement indicates the show’s 
assets included $27,630 in union 


At one} 


bonds and deposits, $8,188 cash in | 


the bank, $2,939 due from the pro- 
ducers, $500 advance to the author 
for British royalty, $1,352 prepaid 
insurance and $2,456 prepaid rail- 
road fare, 

Debits included $4,600 advance 
to the Curran Theatre, San Fran- 


Both legitimate theatres at this | cisco, $4,900 in accounts payable, 


resort spot did better than ex- 
pected business the past week. At 
the Gateway Musical Playhouse in 
suburban Somers Point, “Carousel” 
drew $8,000 for the first week of 
the planned 10-week season. 

At the Quarterdeck 
here, “Angel Street,” 
Sidney and Luther Adler, had its 
best week since the theatre got 
underway early in the spring, with 
a $3,600 gross reported. Nancy 
Coleman in “The Male Animal” 
opened at the Quarterdeck last 
night (Mon.) while “Die Fleder- 
aus” will be offered at the Gate- 
way starting tonight (Tues.), 


Hub Sluggish 
Boston, July 7. 
Although all local strawhatters 
are now in operation, the season 
is getting off to a sluggish start. 
Bell, Book and Candle,” costarr- 
ing Alexis Smith and Victor Jory, 
at the Boston Summer Theatre, 


| 
| 


$11,556 paroll taxes payable, $35.,- 


| 


' 


| 


| 


| 


1110 withheld taxes payable and | 


| 


Theatre | 0M 
with Svivia | Tevenue from a proposed film deal 


| 


$769 New York State non-resident 
tax payable. 

There’s a possibility the defici( 
the musical may be reduced by 


involving shooting a special stage 


“Moon Is Blue.” F. Hugh Herb- 
ert comedy which closed May 30 
jearned a profit of $208,131 on its | 
924-performance Broadway run. | 
Adding the $160,593 profit on the 
separat-ly-financed second com- 


pany, that brings the return on the 
venture to $368.724 so far. Still to | 
come are the share of the | 
film version, plus the London pro 


show's 


duction and stock and amateur | 
rights. 

Backers havé just received a} 
$5.000 dividend on the original | 


producticn, bringing the total pay- 
off on that to $197,500 to date 
Reserve of $10,000 is being held 
by producers Richard Aldrich and 
Richard Myers for a possible road 


tour in the fall, presumably con- | 
centrating in communities where 
the United Artists-released film 


edition is banned. Balance of $631 
remains. 

Original production, financed at 
$75,000, cost $48,100 to bring in. | 
Second troupe, financed at $60,000 
involved $25,891 production 
Third company, financed at 
000, involved about $25,000 pro- 
duction cost, and broke exactly | 
even. Royalty on the Coast edition, 


cost 
$50, 


|; produced at La Jolla, Cal., with | 
Diana Lynn and David Niven as} 
stars, was included in the revenue 


from the original production. 


Birmingham Mugg Wins 
Point, Sets Precedent; 
Show Staged With Negro 


Birmingham, July 7. 

Performance of “The Silent Gen- 
eration” at the Avon Theatre Sun- | 
day a week ago ‘28) shattered 
several precedents here. It was the | 
first civic theatre production ever 
to feature a Negro in the cast, and 
the first legit play ever to be given 
in this art-film house. 

Short play (55 minutes) was 
written and directed by Birming- 
ham VARIETY mugg Fred Woodress | 
who acted in a small part. An in- 
vited audience of 400 


attended, | 


| With the crowd contributing money | 
'so that the Avon can be equipped | 


performance of the show, perhaps | 
in Technicolor or wide-dimension. 


flowever, that would have to be 
done almost immediately, 


while | 


| crusading 


| Phil Silvers and,the rest of the cast | 





i 


“as not too strong in teeoff week, | 


pulling a near-$7,000 into the 917- 
seater. House is scaled at $3 top. 
Carousel” is current. 

_ Billie Burke in “Life 
other” nabbed a near-$8,000 at 
the 1,400-seat County Playhouse, 
“hich is also scaled at $3 top. Ezio 
Pinza in “The Play’s the Thing” is 
current, 


Barn Folds, But N. H. Bullish 
Manchester, N. H., July 7. 
, After operating continuously 
‘Or 22 years, the Tamworth Barn- 


Stormers Playhouse, New Hamp-| 


re’ oldest summer theatre, has 
fo ded as far as live shows are 
concerned. During the summer the 
netime country store will be open 
“aturday nights only for showings 
of histroical films such as “Birth 
(Continued on page 63) 


With | 


/K. Feldman for $50,000. 





are on the Coast. 


‘BERNARDINE’ LOSS CUT 
TO $50,500 VIA PIX SALE 


As a result of sale of the film 
rights, the loss on “Bernardine,” 





| small 


future civie, 
roadshow 
pacity is 590. 
“Silent Generation” concerns a 
veteran who edits a 
weekly newspaper and clashes with 
the hoodlum element over his hir- 
ing of a Negro pressman-reporter, 


for university 


and | 
. ! 
productions, 


Ca- 


| as well as his publishing a page | 


‘ 
} 


| 
| 


Guthrie McClintic’s production of | 


the Mary Chase comedy, has been 


reduced to $50,500. Meanwhile. 
Stanley Gilkey, McClintic’s general 
manager and his silent partner in 
the presentation of the show on 


Broadway last season, is reportedly | 


planning to send it on tour this 
fall. 

Film rights were sold to Charles 
After 


} 


deducting the agent's commission, | 


the show’s 40% share 
installment has just been paid, 
with subsequent payments due 
next January and a year later. Ac- 
cording to a statement sent to the 
backers last week, there was $3,500 
left of the $72,000 original ‘“Ber- 
nardine” investment. 


Return of capital amounting to | phy ‘local Coral recording artist), 
$9,000 was made to the investors Marcia Hovick 
last week, leaving $12,500 to be re- | June Havoc and Gypsy Rose Lee) 
jand Woodress, 


paid later. 


came to} 
$18,000, of which an initial $6,000 | 


| 


one story uncomplimentary to a 
lumber yard owner who is under 
a $10,000 suit by the Dept. of La- 
bor for violating the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. 

Play originally was to be done 
in the round under sponsorship of 
Circle Players, but group withdrew 
its sponsorship because author-di- | 
rector Woodress insisted on using | 
Lewis White, Negro student from 
Miles College, for the Negro press- 
man, instead of a white person in 
blackface. 

Soon afterwards Bob Dillon, | 
manager of the Avon, said his the- 
atre could be used for free, offer- | 
ing to cancel his 9 p. m. film show 
on performance night. Perform- | 
ance was done on stage, in the! 
aisles, the orchestra pit and in the 
exits. 

Cast included White, Jim Perry, | 


‘Carnival’ Cost Reaches $330,000 


Despite Author, Director Waivers 





tor of the Equity 


abolished 


ithe post {ol the 


;comes 


iwith 


F. Friebus Off Equity 


Bulletin; Into Barns 


In line 


with the new economy 
i drive of the Actors Equity admin 
} istration, the job of assistant edi 


Bulletin, months 
the has been 


Florida Friebus has held 


publication of union, 


last two vears. Al 


fred Harding continues as editor 

Miss’ Friebus egit-TV actress 
will star week of Aug. 10 in a re 
vival of “Great Big Doorstep,” for 
a split engagement between the 
Westhampton Beach (N.Y Play 
house and the John Drew Theatre, 
Easthampton, She has done the 
'Albert Hackett-Frances Goodrich 
play twice on tele, 


Coast Tryout For 


Cutdown Electra 


il., July 7 

New commercial possibilities for 
O'Neill's Be 
Electra” from 
the careful editing of the text by 
Vilan, 
but 


two 


Laguna, C; 
Eugene “Mourning 
may result 
Demetrious 
the 
version 
day (21), as the second offering of 
the Laguna Summer Theatre's cut 
rent season, Revisions have been 
made with authorization of the 
playwright. 
Vilan, naturally, is making no 
predictions until he sees bis brain 


who will stage 


cutdown, not bowlderized, 


here weeks from to 


+ 


child on stage. If it’s successful, 
however, he sees it as opening up 
a new field for the O'Neill classic, | 


which has been limited in its pres 
entations because of its excessive 
length and heavy physical produc 


tion 
Vilan has cut the play down to 
a one-scet affair, with all the action 


| taking place in front of the house 


Scene 
Voices 


hifts are saved by offstaye 
and action which, he feels 
still impart the basic message with- 
out running up the expense and 
adding to the running time of the 
play Cut version now runs ap 
proximately 118 minutes which, 
with the usual between-act inter 
missions, puts it on a par with the 
usual theatre offerings. Original 
version, as first presented == on 
Broadway in 1931, ran five hours. 

None of the principal characters 


j} has been changed in the new ver- 


minor 
for rea- 
Greek 


sion, although some of the 
ones have been dropped 
sons of economy. The 


| chorus motif is retained to give the 


new version the flavor of the 
original. 

Vilan is making no plans for 
presentation of the edited “Elec 
tra’ after the local stand, pending 


actual performance here to deter- 


mine audience reaction. If the cut- | 


down version appears to meet with 
favorable response, deal may be 
negotiated with the author for a 
tour, 


HAYES NIXES ‘McTHING’ 
TOUR: NO LEGIT PLANS 


Instead of going out again in the 
fall with “Mrs. McThing,” Helen 
Haves has notified Robert White- 
head that she will not be available. 
Star, whose mother died last week, 


' plans to skip any continuing com- 


mitments next season in favor of 
staying at home in Nyack, N.Y., 
her  playwright-hushand, 
Charles MacArthur, and 
adopted son, James. Family will 
take a month's vacation this sum- 


|mer in Canada. 


In line with her decision to shun 
continuing assignments, Miss 
Hayes recently nixed a television 
series offer and has thus far ex- 
pressed disinterest in several ap- 


iand Dot Glaze in the leads, with | proaches to star in new plays. It’s 
Pete Halley, Richard Harris, Abe! recalled that she became involved 


|Fawal (an Arab exchange drama | in 


] 


} 


student from Palestine), Irving 


“Mrs. McThing” 


wishes, 


their | 


a ny 


Carnival in Flanders,” which 
opened a tryout engagement Mon- 
dav night (6) in Los Angeles, has 
about $330,060 thus far. That 
fivure inchides bonds, a recover- 
able item, plus roundtrip transpor- 
tation to the Coast Paula Stone- 
Michael Sloane & Johnny Burke- 
Jimmy Van Heusen production 1s 
capitalized at $250,000 


cost 


According to the most ent ae- 
counting issued to the show's back- 
ers, to cover the period ended June 


$205,- 


red 


20, the production cost was 


O48 For the week ended June 13 
in *hillv. the gross was $18,266 
and the loss $12,242 For the week 
ended June 20, the gro was $13 
258 and the loss $12,135 rhe third 
and final week of the Philly try- 
out, not covered by the statement, 


the gross was quoted at $9,000, In- 


dicating a loss of $18,000 
Adding taking out and transfer 
charges in Philly, that brought the 


show's cost to about $255,000, plus 
$33,494 in bonds and deposits. 
Roundtrip transportation to the 
coast, estimated at $28,000, plus 
transfer and taking-in expense in 
1.0s Angeles presumably have 
boosted the outlay thus tar to the 


$330,000 mark Besides the origi- 
nal $250,000 investment, Burke and 
Van Heusen have reportedly put up 
a sizable amount of their own coin 
and have borrowed other funds. 
June 20 statement shows $3,361 
due from co-producers Stone and 
Sloane for cash withheld by them, 
less expenses advanced from. per- 
sonal account, There was also 


$16,000 in loans payable at that 
time. Weekly operating budget in- 
dicates expenses on the musical 


are being held at a minimum. Cast 
payroll is about $10,400, plus $1,704 


for company crew, $725 for stage 
ipanager and assistant, $350 for 
company and general manager, 
$210 for pressagent and an aver- 


ave of $485 for wardrobe salaries. 
Author and director royalties and 
office expenses were waived. 
Incidentally, Sam Schwartz ts 
serving as general manager of the 
show, having been brought in by 
Burke and Van Heusen Harry 
Zevin, g.m. for Stone & Sloane on 
“Top Banana” and the touring 
Country Girl,” is not associated 
with “Carnival,” although he re- 
portedly has a contract as g.m, 


Equity Council to Cut 
Out Evening Sessions; 


Members Gab Too Much 


Policy of holding at least one 
meeting a month at night will prob- 
ably be discontinued by the Actors 
Equity counesl. Schedule was 
adopted several months ago, but 
has not worked out as hoped. 
House Affairs Committee of the 
union will recommend dropping 
the practice, and the council is ex- 
pected to okay it. 

Although the evening sessions 
have been relatively well attended, 
they have proved costly, as the 
union had to stand the expense of 
a hotel room and dinner for the 
council members, officers and em- 
ployees present. In addition, meet- 
ings turned out to be vabbier than 
the regular daytime sessions, tak- 


(ing up more time but actually ac- 


complishing less. 

Principal purpose of the once- 
monthly evening confabs was to ene 
able president Ralph Bellamy, 
whose telefilm schedule kept him 
busy every day, to attend at least 
one council session in four. How- 
ever, Bellamy’s stint is now in 
abevance for the summer, so he can 


ibe at daytime mectings when he’s 


in town. It’s hoped that his TV 
schedule next fall may be adjusted 
to permit him time off to attend 
council confabs. 
Effective last week 
Equity council made 


Tues.), the 
its summer 


‘schedule of meetings on alternate 
» weeks, 


That continues during July 
and August, but in September the 
schedule reverts to weekly sessions, 


Ratoff to Broadway 


Hollywood, July 7. 
Gregory Ratoff will star in, and 


against her! possibly direct, “48th Street,” new 
agreeing to do the Mary | comedy-melodrama by Everett and 


Stern, Douglas China, Chuck Mur- | Chase show for a limited engage-| Devery Freeman, on Broadway 
ment for ANTA, of which she was | next season. 


| 
‘sister-in-law to 


president at the time, and subse- 
quently being unable to withdraw 


| because of its boxoffice success. 


Jt will be his first Broadway act- 
ing stint in about 20 years. Its 


jaimed at Christmas Eve bow. 
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Strawhat 


Love in Upper Sandusky 
Seacliff, L.I., July 6. | 


Thomas G. Ratcliffe & Louis Macmillan 
production of farce in three acts (four 
scenes) by Edward Emerson and Charles 
Williams. Stars Jerry Lester. Directed by 
William Hellinger; scenery and lighting. 
John Carlos At Sea Cliff (L.1) Summer | 
Theatre, July 6, °53. 
George Bentley, Jr 
Mrs. Bentley, Sr. .... 
Aggie san 
Tanya ;: 
J. Randolph Manning 
Edith Morton 
Daniel Morton 
Lucille Flemming 
Rev. Thompson Tom Ratcliife 
Sera Jimmy Hess | 
Igor Danny Gershowitz 
Misa Jackson Bernice McLaughlin 
Dr. Brown . William Fende: 


Jerry Lester 

. Katherine Squire 
Pauline Myers 
Sherry Sailer 
Robert Middleton 
Patricia Remick 
George Mitchell 
Bettie Paxe 


Cop ; Paul McVey 
Second Coo Tony Campo 
Cah Driver Jay Jostyn, Jt 
Carpenter Cal Loiacono 
Painter Jamo Blake 


Wilbuc Bentley Charles Schillin, Jr 


“Love In Upper Sandusky” 
might be a good vehicle for the 
senior class of Upper Sandusky 
High, but for Jerry Lester it’s a} 
sure boxoffice hearse. The “hilari- 
ous new farce comedy” pulled few 
laughs at opening-night here (6) 
other than those inspired by Les- 
ter’s occasional ad libs, and the 
audience came to life only during 
Lester's curtain bit when he fell 
back on his vaude-TV talents in a 
15-minute spoof session with mem 
bers of the cast. 

The talents of 19 performers are 
squandered in depicting the misad- 
ventures of a small-town manufac- 
turer whose marriage to the 
daughter of the factory union boss 
is hampered by strikes, hangovers, 
explosions in the kitchen and the 
unexpected arrival of his son's 
Russian wife and her six-year-old 
son. The various complications are 
thrown in with little attempt at/| 
dramatic effect, less plausibility | 
and no success as comedy. 

Sherry Sailer, a raven-haired lass 
with a Dagmar like build, is a nat- | 
ural standout as the Russian wife 
Patricia’ Remick as_ Lester’s tn- 
tended, Robert Middleton as a 
domineering industrialist, Kath- 
erine Squire as Lester's mother 
and George Mitchell as the union 
boss, try hard but the lines the 
authors gave them are harder to 
sell than those Mother Nature gave 
Miss Sailer. 

Lester sounded a prophetic note 
when he commented in his after- | 
piece: “I'm in the show business to | 
make money—but not here!” 

Hank. 











John Loves Mary 
Buffalo, July 1. 


Maude Franchot and Herman Krawitz 
presentation of comedy in three acts 
Stace Farley Granger; features Stanley 
Prager. Hollis Irving. Directed by Paul 
Lammers and Robert Laning; setting by 
Penelope Geldart. At Niagara Falls (Ont. 
Summer Theatre, June 29, °53. 
Mary McKinley ae Hollis Irving 
Oscar Dugan Robert Anderson 
Fred Taylor Stanley Prager 
Joha Lawrence |. .... Farley Granger 
Sen. James McKinley....... Ron Weston 
Mis. McKinley .. Josephine Barrington 
Lt. Victor O’Leary............Don Horne 
George Beechwood....James Gildersleeve 
Lily Herbish ..... Gertrude Allen 
Gen Harwood Biddle ._. . Rov Irving 


This Norman Krasna comically- 
contrived little post-World War II 
tidbit turns out to be a happy choice 
for the legit debut of Farley Gran- 
ger, fresh from his release after 10 
years of contract servitude in the 
Goldwyn labor-camp. Supported by 
the decorative Hollis Irving and 
with Stanley Prager deftly exploit- 
ing a fat comedy assignment, the 
concoction should prove another 
b.o. boon to barnyard ops any- 
where, 

It furnishes Granger, looking in 
the flesh for all the world like a 
younger edition of Jimmy Stewart, 
an ample opportunity to turn on his 
boyish charm. And while the lead- 
ing role makes no great demands 
on him (which is fortunate in view | 
of his obvious inexperience before 
the footlights), it is more than com- 
pensated for by his modesty and 
disarmingly youthful appearance 
and deportment. As a trial heat for 
a prospective Broadway appearance 
in a new play, this piece fills the 
bill. Not the least among its at- 
tractions is the fact that the star 


| sett, Mass, 


| Kurer 
|} ander 





comports himself with a humility 
unusual in Hollywood celebrities | 
(in person), and makes no attempt | 
to steal the limelight from the sup. | 
porting cast 

Miss Irving's Mary is a cute. at- 
tractive little item both in 
and projection, and 
lineation is 


developed into the 


prize role of the proceedings. The | 


direction, usually at a minimum in 


this type of performance, shows a! 


due regard for pitch and timing, 
and the single set is worthy of spe- 
cial note. In fact, the entire pro- 
duction has been turned out with 
a telling touch of professional com- 


looks | 
Prager’s de-| 


Reviews 


The Play’s the Thing 


Coonamessett, Mass., July 1. 
Richard Aldrich revival of comedy by 
Ferenc Molnar, adapted by P. G. Wode- 
house é 
Loeb, Francis Compton, Alexander Clark, 
Vilma Kurer, Michael Wager, Ty Perry. 
Staved by Ezra Stone; scenery, Norman 
Rock. At Falmouth Playhouse, Coonames 
June 29, °53; $3.60 top ($4.20 
Saturday night) 
Sandor Tural 
Mansky 
Albert Adam 
Dwornitschek 


Erio Pinza 
Philip Loeb 

Michael Wagei 
Francis Compton 
Ilona Szabo Vilma Kure 
Almady Alexander Clark 
Mell Ty Perry 


Ezio Pinza is the principal inter- 
est in this barn revival of the P. G 
Wodehouse adaptation of the 


Ferenc Molnar comedy. And de-/| 
spite a rather difficult accent, 
which reportedly intensive coach- 


ing has not notably improved, the 
former Met Opera basso who be- 
came a Broadway sock as the orig- 
nal male star of “South Pacific” 
reveals charm and finesse as 4 


i straight actor 


Show is a hoked-up edition for 
the summer trade, but is at least 
diverting by vacation standards 
Off to a slow start, this production 
cranks itself up as it goes along, 
and audiences seem to enjoy it, at 
least with the added element cf 
Pinza’s personality and easy-does- 
it performance in the role of the 


worldly playwright 


Supporting cast is satisfactory, 


| with Philip Loeb expertly comic as 
| the playwright's collaborator. Fran- 


cis Compton gives a deft portrayal 
of the butler, repeating the role he 
played in the last Broadway revival 
of the piece. Other helpful con- 
tributions are provided by Vilma 
as the prima donna, Alex- 
Clark as the hambo actor 
and her former lover, Michael 
Wager, as the ardent young com- 
poser and Ty Perry as the sec- 


retary 
Ezra Stone's staging stresses 
farce. Pete. 


i Am a Camera 
La Jolla, Cal., July 3 


La Jolla Playhouse production of drama 
in three acts by Jehn Van Druten, based 
on Christopher Isherwood — stories Di 
rected by Norman Lloyd. Setting by Bill 
Martin. Costumes by Dorothy Jeakins 
Tyler Winn, stage manager At La Jolla 
(Cal) Playhouse, June 30, °S3; $4.21 top 
Christopher Isherwood Don Tyler 
Fraulein Schneider Edit Angold 
Fritr Wendel ; Lamont Johnson 
Sally Bowles . Dorothy McGuire 
Natalia Landauer Ruth Hill 
Clive Mortimer . Alan Hale, J1 
Mrs. Watson-Courtneidge Lee Patrick 


Somewhat different interpreta- 
tions are placed on main roles in 
“tf Am a Camera,” kickoff of sev- 
enth season for La Jolla Playhouse, 
with Dorothy McGuire assaying the 
original Julie Harris part 

Miss McGuire’s approach to the 
role is one of total amorality, un- 
like Miss Harris’ delineation of a 
nice girl gone wrong in a teeming 
city. Portrayal is superb blend of 
outspoken humor and underlying 
contusion tinged with desperation 
over drifting prostitute status. 

Don Taylor's etching of Isher- 
wood is stronger, more positive 
than the original, with Norman 
Lloyd's direction stressing partici- 
pant as well as observer character- 
istics of the young writer. Sensi- 
tive quality is captured with charm 
by the film thesp, who underplays 
for sock effect. Platonic relation- 
ship is rendered plausible by flaw- 
less acting, 

Other parts are good, with La- 
mont Johnson as German conceal- 
ing Jewish ancestry, and Ruth Hill, 
the Jewess, rating high. Lloyd's 
direction puts zest and flavor in a 
play that is essentially little more 
than a dimension-less portrait. Bill 
Martin, in first venture here, 
turned out an effectively drab set, 
capturing the mood of Berlin in 
1930, Don, 


Kiss Me, Kate 
Dallas, July 6. 


State Fair Musicals production of musi- 


cal comedy in two acts (17 scenes). Music | 


and lyrics by Cole Porter; book, Samuel 
and Bella Spewack. Stars Jose Ferrer, 
Lisa Kirk. Directed by George Schaefer. 
Musical director, Franz Allevs; choreog- 
raphy. Paul Godkin; settings, Peter Wolf. 
At State Fait Auditorium, Dallas, July 6, 
"33; $3 top. 

Cast: Jose Ferrer, Robinson Stone. Pa- 


| tricia Bright Franklin Kennedy. Lisa Kirk, 


Rosetta Lenoir, Ted Jones, Honi Coles, 
Paul Godkin, Mort Marshall. Wally Brown, 


| Richard Abbott, Cholly Atkins. Norbert 


Winkler, Herbert Surface, Jack Denton, 
dancing and singing ensembles. 





Revival of “Kiss Me, Kate,” per- | 


haps State Fair Musicals’ most lav- 
ish staging of the 12th season, 
opened tonight (Mon.) to 2,700 
responsive payeés. Sock presenta- 
tion adds lyric laurels for costar 
_Jose Ferrer, although his numerous 
/comedic bits grabs top honors. 
| Star's immense stage savvy pro- 
,Jects easily as he acceptably bari- 
jtones six Cole Porter tunes, 


petence. As evenings in the theatre! highlighted by a “So in Love” solo 


with Hollywood celebrities go, this 
bow due Granger 


can digest at the mopent. Burt, 


| for heavy mitting. 
is one of the most mene gros with a} 

or not trying to) 
bite off more histrionically than ad 


Lisa Kirk, who was featured in 
the original Broadway production, 
playing the second femme lead ef 
Lois Lane-Bianca, has taken over 


Stars Ezio Pinza; features Philip | 


| the top role of Lilli Vanessi, shar- 


ing vocal honors, with “I Hate 
Men,” a show stopper. Entire cast 
is competent, and the smooth 
opener augurs sock biz for the fort- 
| night’s run. : 

| Patricia Bright, as Lois, 
‘over “Always True to You in My 


|others go well. Paul Godkin, At- 


kins & Coles, and dancing ensemble | 


add slick terping, while running 
comic relief 


| Wolf’s sets, per usual, assure excel- 

lent milieu, visually complemenied 
by bright costuming and top light- 
ing. Bark. 





Legit Followup 





Carnival ia Flanders 
(PHILHARMONIC, L. A.) 


lol 


Hollywood, July 7. 

Eight weeks in the California 
sunshine may make a hit bloom 
from this weak seed, which opened 
here last night (6), but the odds 
are heavily against it. Some of 
the necessary attributes are there 
and the show has already under- 
gone some revision since its abor- 
tive Philadelphia tryout last 
month. But unless the energetic 
efforts scheduled for the next 
eight weeks here and in S=n Fran- 
cisco include lavish transfusions 
of comedy and general brightening 
of the book, this “Carnival” will 
not get to Broadway. 

As part of scheduled reworking, 
veteran film director Leo McCarey 
| probably. will take over the re- 
| staging. Jack Cole’s name has dis- 
|appeared from the credits and it’s 
understood Helen Tamiris now is 
working on the 
which has one standout number, 
“Rape Ballet,” excellently danced 


by Matt Mattox in the first act. | 


| After that, it becomes repetitious 
flamenco stuff which could stand 
| some flemish peasant leavening. 
Despite tinkering with the 
score, standout tunes remain those 
which clicked in Philadelphia. 
|Sole major cast change, Roy 
| Roberts for Walter Abel, appears 
'to have had the desired effect but 
|comedy characters surrounding 
| him still fail to register. 
Involved guarantee will send 
ithe show back to N. Y. in Septem- 


|ber with operating profit of 
}around $20,000 for these eight 
| weeks. This, plus the time, may 


j}turn the trick. The easiest way 
might be to scrap the book en- 
| tirely and start afresh. Even then, 
prospects are slim Kap. 








TRINIDAD DANCE GROUP 
IMPRESSES IN US. BOW 


In their American preem_ at 
White Barn Theatre, Westport, 
Conn,, Sunday (5), Geoffrey Holder 
and his Trinidad Dance Group 
presented an exotic, striking pro- 
gram of native dances a la Kath- 
erine Dunham, some of the lighter 
numbers being a fair bet for TV 
or nitery spot. 


Holder is standout as leading 
performer and also has personal 
charm and humor, which he uses 
to good advantage in song or pan- 
tomine sequences. Other five terp- 
ers are all tops, especially Leonard 
Reyes and sole femme dancer, 
Scoogie Brown. 

For popular consumption, pres- 
|ent program seems topheavy on 
| ritualistic voodoo numbers. Best 
|commercial bets are “Sebby Leb- 
by,” a 





tells of native gossip-mongers and 
_ the damage they do to a love tri- 
jangle; and “Dance Coquette,” a 
|comiec pantimime about a lovesick 
artist who discovers that his model, 
| the object of his affections, is mar- 
ried. 

| Two good non-dance interludes 
are the steel band and West Indian 
| songs, latter performed by mem- 
| bers of the entire company led by 
Holder. Of the serious dance 
/numbers, most impressive are 
“Yanvallou,” danced by Holder. 


and “La Boite Rouge,” by Holder. 


and Reyes, in a West Indian ver- 
| sion of the myth about Pandora's 
| box. Costumes, designed by Hold- 
; er, add a colorful touch. Grif. 





Dobbs Ferry’s Summer Sked 


Dobbs Ferry (N.Y,) Playhousé is | 


| following up a 32-week winter 
season with a summer schedule of 
five plays, each running two weeks. 
WwW arm _ weather season begins 
Friday (10) with “Goodbye Again.” 
| Other plays set include “The 
Curious Savage,” “See How They 
| Run, “Made in Heaven" and “The 
Moon is Blue.” 

| Herbert Boland is directing the 
summer company, 


belts | 


Fashion,” while lyrical chores by. 


is added by Wally; 
|; Brown and Mort Marshall. Peter | 


choreography, | 


humorous treatment of a! 
crap game; “Tobago Love,” which | 


‘Heart Attack to Slow Up 
| *.¢ . bJ . *.e 
| Critic Rice’s Activities 
Condition of Vernon Rice, dra- 
ma editor-columnist of the N. Y. 
| Post, who is a patient in the Medi- 
cal Arts Center, N. Y., after a 
heart attack, is reported satisfac- 
tory. However, his physician has 
advised an extended rest. 
Although details are lacking, 
Rice is said to have had the at- 
tack while covering an off-Broad- 
way show late last week. He ap- 
parently did not know he had a 
heart condition 
alize immediately what was wrong 


with him According to friends, his | 


conditien is not critical and there 
is no cause for alarm, but he must 
adopt a less intensive schedule 
henceforth. 

Fcr the present, staff members 
are handling routine legit news at 
the Post The shect’s critic, Rich- 
ard Watts, Jr., is in Europe. 


Off-B’way Show 


The Little Clay Cart 


Terese Hayden (in association with 
Liska March) presentation of drama by 
King Shudraka, translated by Arthur Wil 
liam Ryder. Directed by Edward G. Greer 
Setting by William and dean Eckart. At 
Theatre De Lys, N.Y., June 30, °53; $3 
top 








On ... Leo Lucker 
BS ree Creer ree . Will Hare 
2 ee ee Richard Waring 


MAGAMIEG «ccvescvncseerecs Ruth Volner 
VEGRMCASONS cecicccsedcseces Sono Osato 
Madanika siauhesd @h Susan Willis 
Samathamaka ..c.cccceccs Stefan Gierasch 
Shampooet 
Mathura 

| Gambler 

Darurako .. 
Sharvilaka 

Charudatta’s Wife ........ 


Trovit. . Fred Vogel 
rerirtn. Arthur La Rol 
rere rrr TT Phillip Pine 

Kay Medford 


Maid i¢veeee eee er . Rebecca Darke 
Rohasena ppaen eee en . Joe Kinego 
| VOFOMAMORA cocccecestceeees Ed Williams 
Arvaka Shetke kee ... Tom Raynor 
i... PPP Strowen Robertson 
Chandanaka .... «s+ Milton Carney 
Beadle RP ee Nee ...+. Ed Williams 
tr eee ee Alan MacAteer 
For the final offering in her 


four-play repertory season, Terese 
Hayden has turned to the 1,000- 
year-old fable by King Shudraka 
tagged “The Little Clay Cart.” It's 
an honest attempt to reproduce 
the Oriental dramatic styling, but 
it doesn’t quite come off. Aside 
from the soporific effect of the 
play's overly-simple morality tale 
of good conquering evil and love 
conquering all, the thesps aren't 
up to the performing nuances nec- 
essary to carry it off. 

For the most part, the style is 
too heavy and lacks the shadings 
needed to make the Hindu drama 
palatable. Granted the dreary, 
stilted dialog gives them little to 
work with, but a lighter touch 
could have eked out some charm. 
Phillip Pine, for example, does it 
with his whimsical portrayal of a 
scientific thief, and Stefan Gier- 
asch does it with his burlesque 
version of a lisping villain. At 
times Sono Osato’s courtesan is 
light and enjoyable, but the ten- 
dency to sound off weakly keeps 
most of her lines on the wrong 
side of the proscenium. Richard 
Waring’s stentorian tones, on the 
other hand, make his reading of 
the poor but honorable aristocrat 
stiff and dull. 


In lesser roles Leo Lucker, Vi- 
vian Matalon, Arthur La Rol and 
Alan MacAteer give commendable 
performances, but the styles are 
so varied that they add little to 
the play’s mood. In a brief bit, as 
Waring's devoted wife, Kay Med- 
ford captures the essence of the 
fable. 
| As “Cart” unfolds, the story of 
| a courtesan’s love for a poor aris- 





tocrat is intermingled with an 
elaborate jewel theft, a case of 
| mistaken identity and the over- 


throw of a tyrant king by his 
“good” son. The pace is leisurely, 
the setlings are enchanting and 
| the costumes are rich and colorful. 
But “The Little ‘Clay Cart” stands 
still, Gros. 





Fagan Prepping B’way 
Return With 3 Plays 


Myron C. Fagan, who has had 
a number of plays produced on 
Broadway going back to the 1923- 
24 season, reportedly has three 
| scripts which he intends presenting 
| on Broadway this fall. Titles aren't 
disclosed, but one of the shows is 
understood to be an anti-Com- 
munist melodrama produced un- 
successfully by the author on the 
Coast a year or so ago. 
_ Financing for the three produc- 
tions is claimed to be available and 
Fagan, who will stage as well as 
present the shows, is due in mid- 
August from his home in Holly- 
wood. Lou Cline is reportedly set 
as manager of the operation. 


saes ShieaeGh aaa eae Sy Travers | 








Legit Bits | 


_ John Hamill sings the tenor lea 
in “Traviata” Saturday night (11) 
at Triboro Stadium, N.Y... wiih 
the closing of “Crucible” next 
week, Dora Chamberlain, boxoffics 
treasurer of the Martin Beck, Ny 
will visit her son and his fami, 
at Lakewood, N.Y....Jean Staple. 
ton will appear in “Second Fiddle ” 
with Betty Field, next week at ths 





| Pocono Playhouse, Mountainhome 


and did not re-| 
| John J. Garrity will be company 


| 
j 


Pa., and remain the following week 
for a role in “Kiss and Tell” 


manager again next fall with the 
touring “Oklahoma.” 

Ferdinand Hilt sang the ma 
lead in “Can-Can” several perfo, 
ances last week when Peter Cook 
so% was ill Edwin Cooper 5s, 
ceeded Philip Loeb as Ed Hoffman 
the bank president, for the jac 
week of the “Time Out for Ginge: 
run...Pressagent Sol Jacobson, 
motoring to Mexico for a vacation 
stopped off last week at State Co!- 
lege, Pa., to send out a release an- 


| nouncing that Peter Larkin wil! do 


ree Vivian Matalon | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 





the scenery and lighting and Noel 
Taylor the costumes for “Teahouse 
of the August Moon,” to be pro 
duced by Maurice Evans and 
George Schaefer. 

Farley Granger is reported s 
for a leading role in “Oh Men. © 
Women,” Edward Chodorov pijay iv 
be produced by Cheryl Crawford 

Gertrude Macy returned Mon 
day (6) from a visit to Katharine 
Cornell at the latter's summe: 
home on Martha’s Vineyard. Neithe: 
the star nor her general manage: 
has any definite production plans 

Stanley Gilkey went to the 
Coast last week for confabs regard- 
ing plans for his production of the 
John Murray Anderson “Almanac.” 
He’s due back in four weeks. 

Faith Burwell was signed hy 
Leonard Sillman to replace Dinnie 
Smith in the Chicago “New Faces 
only one day after she graduated 
from Northwestern U. She had 
been auditioned by Sillman imme- 
diately after her performance in 
the university’s ‘‘Waa-Mu show and 
was hired on June 17 when Miss 
Smith suddenly had to leave the 
cast. Miss Rurwell made her debui 
with “New Faces’ Sunday (5). 

Between his other acting, direct- 
ing, writing and producing activi- 
ties, Jose Ferrer will take time out 
to direct and star in a six-week, 
three - production drama _ season 
opening next Dec. 11 at the N. Y 
City Center. Pressagent-producer 
Jean Dalrymple, who arranged the 
deal, will assist on production 
details .. . General manager Her- 
man Bernstein and house manage: 
Warren O’Hara due back July 22 
from their European junket 
Company manager Carl Fisher and 
actress Peggy Cass (Mrs. Fisher) 
had reached Germany last week in 
their leisurely travels around the 
Continent. 

Phillip Bloom, after visiting with 
the State Fair Musicals in Dallas, 
went to L. A. for the Coast debut 
of another of his accounts, the N.Y. 
City Ballet, which preemed at ihe 
Greek Theatre Monday (6). He'll be 
back in N. Y. next week (13). 

Franz Spencer’s “The Happy 
Ant Hill,” which has been held by 
various other managements, has 
been optioned by A. Joseph Tandet 
and Bernard Friedman for pro- 
posed fall production on Broadway 
... Albert Marre will stage “Kis- 
met,” Edwin Lester’s musical pro- 
duction to play Los Angeles and 
San Francisco in preparation fo: 
a possible Broadway presentation 
in the fall if a theatre is available 
Alfred Drake and Doretta Morrow 
will costar ... Cheryl Crawford is 
mulling a revue with sketches 
based on James Thurber material. 


Anna Wiman, daughter of late 
producer Dwight Deere Wiman, 
will partner with David Aldrich, 
son of producer Richard Aldrich, 
in the production of “Sodom, Ten- 
nessee,” folk drama by William 
Berney and Howard Richardson, 
with background music composed 
by Lamar Stringfield, Miss Wiman 
is reportedly providing half of tle 
$80,000 financing. 

“Devil's Hornpipe,” by Maxwell 
Anderson and Rouben Mamoulian, 
with music by Alli Wrubel, i+ 
slated for production late in De- 
cember by the Playwrights Co. 





Rachman Plaque 


Omaha, July 7 
A plaque honoring “a great and 
kind drama critic, the late Jak? 
Rachman,” was presented to the 
Omaha Community Playhouse 3! 
the annual awards banquet last 
week, and will be hung in the 


building. Rachman was the VARIETY 
mugg and World-Herald critic here 
for years prior to his death last 
fall. 

Mrs. Walter Key was reelected 
president for next year. 
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Show Finances 





CAN-CAN 
(As of May 30, '53) 
Original investment .......... Ce a 6.616.640, 0:0- 0106 61a 
WrGGeNIO GOEE » + os0ccecevecessccces $0 0666 coeceeeseeesoees Ge tee 
Gross for six-week Philly tryout eee ee ee 2 297.264 
Operating profit on Philly tryout .......... coccccccccccscccs 68,995 
NN, VW, QUCUMW PROE ccc ccc cs cic ccceine bisseestaaceeeegcae” - ae 
Income from records, sheet music (obese ansekaeeasewas, -auue 
Net cost as of opening night on B'way ......, ores 
Gross for first 312 weeks on B'way .............06. svcteccew BCLS 
Operating profit first 342 weeks on Bway ........... vorrerrme 
Cs Sere We I oo eck sh eeccccicncedsccovegacdeses 217.755 


‘Note: The Feuer & Martin production of the Cole Porter-Abe 
Burrows musical opened May 7, ‘53, at the Shubert, N. Y. Theatre 
share is 30% of the first $20,000 gross, 25° of the balance. Show's 
weekly payroll includes about $7,685 for cast, about $2,550 for musi- 
cians, about $3,135 for stagehands, $925 for staff and general manager, 
total of 1234°% royalties (including 1° 


designer, $210 advertising and $714 wardrobe. Other weekly expenses 


include around $1,200 advertising, $275 wardrobe, $250 property and | 
scenery, $350 office expense, $175 insurance, $150 auditing and $236 | 


boxoffice. 

(Of the $336,794 total production cost, $77,367 was scenery expense, 
$5.355 backstage theatre reconstruction, $7,144 property 
$52,392 costumes and wardrobe expense, $13,142 designers’ 
$11,048 electrical and sound expense, $18,907 orchestration and copy- 
ing, $10,350 choreography fees, $1,539 research and script typing, 
$37,213 rehearsal salaries, $10,229 other rehearsal expense, $22,619 
advertising expense, $1,827 tryout travel expense, $8,168 hauling, $8,127 
Philly take-in expense, $5,279 New York take-in expense, $8,089 pro- 
duction travel expense between New York, Los Angeles and Paris, 
$6,444 New York pre-opening expense (including $4,500 for postpone- 
ment of opening), $14,855 Philly hotel expense, $1,072 entertainment, 
$12,445 administrative, $1,239 insurance, $1,131 payroll taxes and $812 
miscellaneous.) 








“One For The Road,” new com- 
edy by Leslie Stevens, is being 
pitched at strawhat operators as 
a package with Wanda Hendrix and ' 
Jackie Cooper in the leads 
John Kenley’s request for permis-. 


,sented at Ithaca (N. Y.) College in 
1951 and was given an off-Broad- 
way production last season. Melone 
is a member of the New Playwrights 
Group. Eunice Osborne is 
scheduled to direct ““K. G.” at the 


sion to play a seven-day week at; Malden Bridge strawhatter. 

his Barnesville (Pa.) strawhatter | Herbert Evers will appear oppo-| 
was nixed by Actors Equity . 'site Veronica Lake in “I Am A 
Charles Mooney, manager of the, Camera” this summer. Six-week 
Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass.,| trek opens with a July 21 booking 
has changed his surname to Muni./ at Myrtle Beach, S.C... . Betty | 
... Rip Van Winkle,” new musical | Bartley had the leading role in 
with book and lyrics by Morton Da- | “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” at 


Costa and score by Edwin Mce-| 
Arthur, will preem at the St. Louis 
Municipal Opera Monday (13). 
Frank Lowe and Robert Gallico, 
son of author Paul Gallico, have 
completed the book and score on 
James Thurber’s “13 Clocks,” 
which will be given its initial pre- |" 
sentation at the Barter Theatre, Show-Off.” 
re ac Va., Aug. 10. Both Lowe 
an rallico are Barter actors. . . 
“Remember Me,” a new play by Gov. Signs Conn. Bill To 
Elaine Carrington, will be pres- | 
ented at the Ivy Tower Playhouse, | 
Spring Lake, N. J., July 20-28. | 
Leo G. Carroll, doing his 27th | 
1 


the Norwich (Conn.) Summer The- 
atre last week. Miss Bartley is wife 
of agent Howard Hoyt. 

Doug Warren, specia] events di- 
rector of station WKDN, Camden, 
N.J., took a five-day hiatus last 


house, Pleasant Mills, N.J., in “The 





Hartford, July 7. 

Measure has been signed into 
Si : law by Gov. John Lodge prohibit- 
‘You Never Can Tell,” has Alan) ing theatres from banning critics 
Hewitt and Eleanor Wilson in who rap their plays. Signing last 
—— yg whey yes. John mal week made Connecticut the third 
Austin and Deidre Owen rejoine He Solati 
the Berkshire resident company | el jog ~— pee: 
for the current production . . «| Cajiror ates being New sOre anc 
Dorothy Rice is featured in “The|C@lformia, ‘ 
Man With a Load of Mischief.” New law is the result of the 
British costume comedy, opening 
at the Woodstock, N. Y., Playhouse , dore H. Parker by the New Par- 
last night (Tues.). , sons here last March, At the time, 
: Milton Lyon, producer of an house management claimed Park- 
‘Annie Get Your Gun” package | er's reviews were “savage and un- 
show touring the strawhats with sympathetic.” 
Sara Dillon and Jack Dabdoub 
featured, staged “Finian’s Rain- 
bow,” which Niagara Falls Summer 
Theatre is doing this week, with | 
Lynn Lyon starred. Lyon also has | 
a second warm-weather unit out, 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” 


play at the Berkshire Playhouse, | 
Stockbridge, Mass., this week in 


theatre critics. It also prohibits 
| theatres, filmshouses, circuses and 
concert halls from refusing to 
admit anyone who has a ticket 
and does not commit a nuisance 





Cele McLaughlin, character OF breach of peace, 
vem at Es Playhouse, 
Jennerstown, Pa., is leaving that | 
Strawhat end of this week to go| 
with Margaret O’Brien on her silo Strawhat Tryouts 
tour in “Kiss and Tell”... Patricia | (July 6-18) 
Ferris, ingenue at White Barn, ——- 
Theatre, Pittsburgh, just an-| One Thing After Another —'| 
nounced her engagement to Buddy Bucks County Playhouse, New) 
Charles, singing stepson of Hope, Pa. (6-11). (Reviewed in 


Muggsy Spanier ... Robert Alda 
and Robert Pitkin to be featured 
along with Zero Mostel, Holly Har- 
ris, Viola Essen, Walter Burke and | 
dance team of Fisher & Ross in 
Pittsburgh Civie Light Opera | 
Assn.’s production next week of | 
Louisiana Purchase.” 


| VARIETY July 1, ’53). 
Daughters of the Late Colonel, 


—Hampton Beach (N.H.) Playhouse 
(6-11). 


Costa and Edwin McArthur — St. 


to the producers), $125 to the | 


expense, | 
fees, | 


week, to appear at the Mill Play- | 


Ban Theatre Critic Bar 


banning of the Courant’s Theo- | 


by Louis Beachner and Ben Morse | 


Rip Van Winkle, by Morton Da- | 


‘DOLLS’ HEFTY $39,500; 
‘SING’ FEEBLE 146, D.C. 


Washington, July 7. 

“Guy And Dolls” has hit D. C. 
like a daily double, rolling up a 
fat $39,500 at the boxoffice for its 
initial stand at the National Thea- 
tre last week. Playing to only a 
$4.80 top for its six-week stand in 
the nation’s capital, the musical is 
holding an advance sale of better 
than $70,000 and looks strong for 
the entire engagement. Show got 
off to a solid start when it drew 
uniform raves from critics of the 
four Washington dailes 

Rain, always a threat for out-of 





Carter Barron Amphitheatre twice 
last week and held down its grosses 
jfor “Of Thee 1 Sing” to $14,000 
“New Moon" is current in the 
4,000-seat amphitheatre. 

“School For Scandal,’ second of 
the season's offerings at Olney 
|(Md.) Theatre, drew a modest 
| $2,500, due to mixed critical recep- 
tion. “School” is now in its second 
and last week at the strawhatter, 


Heat Lops Loop: 
Joey $21,400 


Chicago, July 7. 
Heated holiday weekend has all 
but killed Loop legit, all shows 
| dipping heavily last week. Outlook 
| is hopeful, though, with convention 





| 





ltraffic big for the duration of the | 


Dolls’ $9,600, L. A. 


| summer. 

Twofers are keeping “Maid in the 
Ozarks” in the black. 
Estimates for Last Week 
| Maid in the Ozarks, Selwyn (9h 
wk) ($4.20; 1,000). Holds with two- 


per-ticket policy at gainful $10,000. | 
.| New Faces, Great Northern (10th | 


wk) ($5.00; 1,600). Plunged by 
| holiday bite to $21,000; previous 
| week was $24,100. 

| Pal Joey, Schubert ($5.00; 2,100) 
(6th wk) (Harold Lang). Sagged to 
$21,400. 


| Weather Bons ‘Blondes’ 
| In Pitt With $28,000 


Pittsburgh, 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
third show of the summer 
season, did fairly well last week at 
Pitt Stadium, getting cauht up in 
the middle of some bad weather 
Musical had to be content with 
| $28,000. Opening Monday (29) 


July 7, 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


downpour near end of first act in- | 


jterrupted “Blondes” for nearly 
| three-quarters of an hour, bringing 
| Curtain down, early in the morning. 
Stars were Kyle MacDonnell, Hol- 
| ly Harris, Dick Smart, Harry Stock- 
| well and Anita Alvarez. 

Civic Light Opera Assn. is dab- 
| biing in Gilbert & Sullivan cur- 
| rently for the first time witb “The 
| Mikado,” starring Martyn Green 
'as Ko-Ko. 





‘Kentuckian’ Ends L’ville 


Run With Big $23,500. 


Louisville, July 7. 


| “Tall Kentuckian,” with cast 


The new law covers more than, headed by Royal Dano and Louisa | 


| Horton, wound up the third and 
| final seven-day frame in the Iro- 
|} quois Amphitheatre with a big 
$23,500. Strong selling effort, in- 
cluding 20% cutrate for schools, 
| family plans, group tickets, etc., 
plus perfect weather, all combined 
to make the final week best of the 
three-week season. First 
garnered $15,000, second 
$17,200. 

Play was underwritten by Uni- 
versity Festival, Inc., as the top 
attraction for Louisville’s 175th 
anniversary of the town’s founding. 
Play was written by Barbara Ander- 
son, wife of Dean Dwight Anderson 
of the School of Music, U. of 
Lousville, and Norman Dello Joio 
|composed the score for narrator, 
| chorus and orchestra. 


Current Road Shows 


taking 





doors entertainment, walloped the | 


opera | 


week | 





Joe Narr, of the William Morris 
agency’s Coast legit-TV depart- 
ment, in N. Y¥. to see current crop 
of Broadway plays and consult with 
Hillard Elkins, of Morris’ N. Y. 
legit-TV department, on the sum- 
mer stock situation ... The Corn- 
ing (N. Y.) Summer Theatre began 


' Louis ‘Mo.) Municipal Opera (13- 


| VARIETY July 1, °53). 


‘ls summer season Friday (3) with | 


“Pygmalion” 
Colours,” by Romeo Muller, will 
Preem at the Theatre-Go-Round, 
Virginia Beach, Va., Aug. 4, with 
the author starring. 

Christine McKeown flacking for 
Westhampton (L. I.) Beach Play- 
house and John Drew Memorial 


... “With Drum and. 


llieatre, East Hampton, L. I. Ron | 


Rawson is operating both houses. 
K. G.”. play by Halsey Melone 


- be done at the Malden Bridge 


N.Y. Playhouse July 29, was pre-' (Conn.) Country Playhouse (13- 


18). 

Sailor’s Delight, by Peter Black- ; — 
more, adapted by Lawrence Lang-| Carnival in_ Flanders (Dolores 
ner, with Eva Gabor and Tom Hel-| Gray, John Raitt (tryout)—Phii- 
more—Westport (Conn.) Country| harmonic Aud., L. A. (6-18) (‘Re- 
Plavhouse (6-11). (Reviewed in| viewed in Variety, June 10, °53). 

; | Good Nite, Ladies—Capitol, Salt 

Second Fiddle, by Mary Dray-| Lake City (6-11); Geary, S. F. (13- 
ton, with Betty Field—Pocono | 18). ae 
Playhouse, Mountainhome, Pa. (13-| Guys and Dolls (B’way Co.) — 
18). Reviewed in Variety June, National, Wash. (6-18). _ 

24, °53). | Guys and Dolls (Touring Co.) — 

Starfish, by William Nobel —' Biltmore, L. A. (6-18). 


(July 6-18) 


Blythewood Theatre, Chestertown Pog Ay the Ozarks—Selwyn 
y. ¥. (10-11). ii (6-18). ; 

a“ Much Amphitryon, by| New Faces — Great Northern, 

George Ross — Putnam County; Chi (6-18). ; 

Plavhouse, Mahopac, N. Y. (14-18).! Pal Joey (Harold Lang) — Shu- 
What About Maisie?, by Mary bert, Chi (6-18). 


South Pacific (Jeanne Bal, Webb 


‘ ‘rancis R. llamy—-Westport | , : 
and Frenes & 7 4 ; lton)—Shubert, Detroit (6-18). 


18).! Ti 








‘Wizard’ Great $63,000 
| In Kansas City Week 


Kansas City, July 7. 
“Wizard of Oz,” as second 
duction of the Starlight Theatre's 
10 season, proved a 
entry and came up with one of the 
better grosses of the three-yeal 
history of the theatre. It closed 
a seven-night run Sunday (5) with 
a great $63,000, despite Sunday 
night rain 

“Oz” had fine performances from 
its cast, with Jo Sullivan as 
Dorothy, Lou Seiler as the Scare- 
crow, Jack Eddleman as the Tin 
Woodman and Richard Wentworth 
as the Cowardly Lion. 

| Third week's production, “The 
Merry Widow,” began Monday (6) 
or a week's run, with Jean Fenn 
Ralph Herbert, Glenn Burris, Billy 
Gilbert and Eileen 


pl UO- 


show strong 


Schauler. 


‘Waltz’ £5 000, 


Los Angeles, July 7. 
| Heat and the holiday weekend 
}combined to keep grosses below 


Waltz” departed the Philharmonic 
Aud Saturday (4) after four weeks, 
to make way for “Carnival in 
Flanders,” which opened last night 
‘Mon.) as the third offering of the 
i Civie Light Opera season 
Estimates for Last Week 

Guys and Dolls, Biltmore (Ist 
wk) ($4.80, 1.636). Opened Thurs- 
| day and hit $9,600, far below 
hopes for the initial 
first three days of the week in 
Santa Barbara drew $12,900 for a 
total of $22,500 for the seven-pel 
formance string 

Hard To Be a Jew, Civic Play- 
house ‘Ist wk) ($3.60, 376) Ke- 
sumed its run Tuesday (30), initial 
| frame getting a good $2,100, Finals 
Sunday ‘12 


(2) 


| 


) Sumiune ¢. 
| Mister Roberts, Las Palmas (2d 
wk) ($3.60; 400 Okay $4,400 for 


the first full frame 

The Great Waltz, Philharmonic 
Aud (4th wk) ($4.80; 2,670). Final 
frame hit $52,000, to give it $205,- 
500 for the four-week run, 


FORWARD’ FINE $39,700 
IN 2D DALLAS STANZA 


Dallas, July 7. 
State Fair Musicals’ second sum- 
mer bill, “Best Foot 





500 gross for 14 performances, Sec- 
fond week hit a fine $39,700. Stars 
were Debbie Reynolds and 


Alice Pearce, Laurel 
| Mort Marshall. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” opened last 
inight (Mon.) for a two-week run, 
‘boasting good advance sale. Jose 
Ferrer and Lilli Vanessa costar in 
the revival. 


‘Rio Rita’ Fine $49,000 


In St. Louis Stanza 
St. Louis, July 7. 


| strike and mercury flirting around 
lthe 100-degree mark throughout, 
|didn't dampen draw of payees to 
i“Rio Rita.” One-week frame at 
al fresco theatre 
}ended Sunday (5) with fine 
mated gross of $49,000. 

“Blossom Time” has been re- 
| vived for the first time in 21 years 
| and piece teed off last night 
Mon.) with 8,000 customers on 
deck and a gross of approximately 
$7,500, 


Asbury Park Sked 
Asbury Park, N. J., July 7. 


esti 





A 24-hour wildcat transportation | 


July Hands Bway Annual Biz K.0.; 
196 Total Drop as Most Shows Sag: 
Town,’ ‘Can-Can’ Clean, Others Miss 


+ 
lout of 
| week. 


As expected, the bottom dropped 
business on Broadway last 
Added to the inevitable 

dive, attendance was 
knocked off by the ideal weather 
over the July 4 weekend 


Holiday exodus began 


July bo 


Thursday 


night (2) and by Friday night (3) 
midtown New York was relatively 
deserted. The few visiting out-of- 
towners appeared to be stroller- 
gawkers rather than legit patrons. 

Only two shows, “Can-Can” and 
“Wonderful Town,’ managed to go 
clean at all times, even “Seven 
Year Itch” having empty seats at 


|the matinees and the new “Me and 


expectations last week. “The Great | 


$7.20; 


half-week; 


with house closing for | 


| after 


|} couped about 


Forward,” | 
closed Sunday (5) with a big $75,- 


Joan | 
Bennett, supported by Lew Parker, 
Shelby and | 


| (CD-$6-$4.80; 997: $27.534). 


in Forest Park | 


| (54th 


| A new play by an undisclosed | 


author, “October Girl,” is tenta- 
| tively slated for tryout at the Savoy 
| Theatre here week of Aug. 24. It 
| would be the only the new script 


to be done at the Reade-operated | 


ex-filmery this summer. Shelley 
Winters is rumored as the star. 
| Other bookings just added to the 


Juliet” taking an $8,000 sag. Drops 
off as much as $15,000 were regis- 
tered by some shows, and there 
was a total skid of $79,000 by 11 
current entries 

Conditions are due to remain 
poor until after Aug. 1, when there 
should be a mild pickup.  Tradi- 
tional upturn is due Aug. 17 

“ITazel Flagg” closed last Satur- 
dav night (4) as scheduled, but in- 
stead of resuming Aug. 24, the 
management will see whether 
there's enough advance sale to re- 
light Sept. 1. If not, the musical 


| will presumably be sent on tour. 

i“Crucible” will shutter Saturday 
(11), but will tour in the fall 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 

CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 


MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal Drama), O (Opera). 

Other parenthetie designations 
refer, respectively, to top prices; 
number of seats, capacity gross and 
stars. Price includes 20% amuse- 
ment tax, but grosses are net: i.e, 
exclusive of tax. 

Can-Can, Shubert (9th wk) (MC- 


1.361; $50,160). Clean again 
at $50,800 ‘(previous week, $50,- 
700) 

Crucible, Beck (24th wk) (D- 
$4 80; 1.214; $28,000). Just over 
$6,700 on twofers (previous week, 
$9,900): closing Saturday night 
(11 

Dial M for Murder, Plymouth 
(36th wk) (D-$4.80; 1.062; $29,815) 
(Maurice Evans) Over $15,900 


(previous week, $23,000). 

Fifth Season, Cort (24th wk) (C- 
$4.40 1.056; $25,277) (Menasha 
Skulnik. Hichard Whorf) Under 
$19,600 ‘previous week, $23,051) 

Hazell Flagg, Hellinger (2)st wk) 
(MC-87.20; 1.527; $53,000) (Helen 
Gallagher, Thomas Mitchell, John 
Howard, Jack Whiting, Nancy An- 
drews, Sherry North). Over $14,- 
400 (previous week, $27,000); 
closed last Saturday night (4) 
166 performances; slated to 
resume Sept. 1, provided there's 
a satisfactory advance” sale by 
then; otherwise it will tour; has re- 
half its $240,000 in- 
vestment. 

King and I, St. James (119th wk) 
(MC'-$7.20; 1571: $51,717) ‘Yul 
Brynner). Over $30,300 (previous 
week, $45,700). 

Me and Juliet, Majestic (6th wk) 
(MC-$7.20; 1.510; $58,000). Just 
over $50,300 ‘previous week, al- 
most $58,400). 

My 3 Angels, Morosco (17th wk) 
(C-$4.80; 935: $24,252). Just over 
$10,900 (previous week, $16,400). 

Picnic, Music Box (19th wk) 
Under 
$24.400 ‘previous week, $27,800). 

Porgy and Bess, Ziegfeld (17th 
wk) (O-$6; 1,628; $48,244). Over 
$20,300, excluding tax, which the 
show retains (previous week, $27,- 
000). 

Seven Year Itch, Fulton (33d wk) 
(C-$6-$4.80; 1,063; $24,400). Had 
empty seats for the first time, go- 
ing under $24,200 (previous week, 
$24.700), 

South Pacific, Broadway (215th 
wk) (MC-$6-$4.80; 1,900; $44,000) 
(Martha Wright, George Britton). 
Under $26,600 for initial stanza of 
resumed run. 

Wish You Were Here, Imperial 
wk) (MC-$7.20: 1.400; $52,- 
080). Over $28,600 (previous week, 
$41.700). 


Wonderful Town, Winter Gar- 


den (19th wk’) ‘(MC-$7.20; 1,510; 
$54,173) ‘Rosalind Russell). Clean 
again at under $55,200. 





Toledo Season Late 
Toledo, July 7. 
Ten-week summer season in the 
Trail Playhouse, in Walbridge 
Park. Toledo, has been announced 


| by the Mad Anthony Players, who 
'begin their second season tonight 


strawhat schedule include Jeffrey | 


Lynn in “Mister Roberts,” week of 
, July 20, and Hildegarde in her solo 
‘show week of Aug. 10. 


(Tues.). Show will run throug 
Sept. 13, starting each Tuesday an 
running through Sunday, with 


imatinees Saturday and Sunday. 
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L.A. Biltmore Sighting 9006 For 


52 Weeks, Doubling ‘51-52 Gross: 


Los Angeles, July 7. 
Touring legit came back to life 
Coast this year in an un- 
reversal of the down- 
recent seasons, and the 
Biltmore Theatre, local United 
Booking Office outlet, now look 
ty amass close to $900,000 for the 
1952-53 season, trom Labor Day to 
Labor Da Significantly, the talls 
sent a total of 39 week 
the most activity 
tiltmore since the 


on the 
expected 
grade ol 


repre 
playing time 
recorded at the 


lush wart period 

Adding to the new burst of op 
timism is the fact that the house 
slread has some 13 weeks of 
bookings for the 1953-54 season 


and the prospects are brighter for 


road attractions on the Coast than 
they have been in some time 
Biltmore currently has the na- 
tional company of “Guys and 
Dolls” ending the first week of a 
four and one-half week stand lt 
will be followed by a revival of 
“rend An Ear,” for a three and 
one-half week period starting Aug 


5, that will take the house up to 
the Labor Day deadline 

Manager Peter Ermatinger’s re¢ 
ords show that in the 31 weeks al 
ready completed, the house has 
grossed slightly in excess of $650,- 
000, with an even dozen attractions 
Virtually every one made money 
during the local stands, and a 
check of the figures indicates that 
road company producers amassed 
an operating profit of approximate- 
ly $89,300 for the period 

Last season, the house was alight 
only 23'2 weeks, playing nine at 
tractions which grossed $430,820, 
with a profit to the producers of 
$77,200 

Biggest moneymaker of the sea 
s0n was the phenomenal “Okla 
homa,.” which hit an operating 
profit of $20,000 for its three-week 
stand, despite the fact that it was 
the musical’s fourth visit to town 
It's total gross was $86,300 

Biggest grosser of the season to 
date, and certainly the surprise of 
the vear, was “Top Banana,” 
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ADVANCE AGENTS! 
COMPANY MANAGERS ! 


We have been serving theatrical 
shows for over 42 years. Ours is 
the oldest, reliable and ex- 
perienced transfer company on the 
West Coast! 


most 


© Roiiroad privileges for handiing 
shows ond theatrical luggage. 

® Complete warehouse facilites! 
Authorized in California. Equipped 
to transfer and haul anywhere in 
U.S! 


@ RATES ON REQUEST I 


Atlantic Transfer Company 
GEORGE CONANT 
601 East Sth Street 
Los Angeles 12, Calif. 
MUtual 8121 of OXford 9-4764 








+ 





Lambertville Show Nixed 
As Squall Flattens Tent 


Lambertville, N.J., July 7. 
Tent of St. John Terrell’s Lam- 


bertville Music Circus was blown 
down in a freak sterm last Thurs- 
day afternoon (2), However, can- 
vas playhouse was empty at the 
time. so no one was injured. 
Mishap forced cancellation of 
that night's scheduled performance 
of Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
but the crew worked all night and 
next day to have the tent in readi- 
ness for the Friday night (3) per- | 


“Blondes” company took 
the off night to go 
and catch a try-| 
out performance of “Celia,” new | 
George Batson play, at the Bucks | 
County Playhouse, New Hope, viig 

Evewitnesses said that although 
the tent and technical equipment | 
came down slowly in a sudden gust | 


formance 
advantage of 
across the river 


of wind, the weight of the light-| 
ing fixtures might have seriously 
injured anyone who might have 
been onstage at the time. 


PHONED TICKET ORDERS 
SUCCESS IN HARTFORD 


Hartford, July 7. 

Telephone reservations of the- | 
atre tickets, generally regarded as | 
impractical in managerial circles, | 


| Columbus ‘Theatre Party’ 
Set for 3d New York Run 


Columbus, July 7. 
The Columbus Citizen, which has 
annua! winter “theatre 
| party” to New York the past two 
seasons, is scheduling one for au- 
tumn and probably another later 
in the same season. 
Norman Nadel, 





sheet’s drama 


| 
‘editor, was in New York last week, | 
|previewing the plays and setting | 


j 


up the schedule for the party. Trip 
is scheduled for Oct. 11-16, and in 


the five days and four nights in 
Manhattan, theatre’ tourists will 
see four plays, Cinerama, Radio 


Citv Music Hall and the UN build- 
ings. A side trip to Philadelphia 
for the Ohio State U-Penn foot- 
ball game is also being arranged. 
Price of the tour is $99.50, which 
includes transportation, accommo- 
dations and the above-listed attrac- 
tions. 


EUROPE-U.S. QUICKIE 
FOR BALLET MAESTRO 


Paul Strauss will make a quick 
transatlantic trip next week in or- 
der to conduct the NBC Summer 
Symphony on July 18 and 25. 
Strauss has been with Ballet Thea- 
tre on its current tour of Europe, 
alternating conducting appearances 
with Joseph Levine. 

He flies to the U. S. next Mon- 
day (13), fills hie engagements with 
the symph, and then returns im- 
mediately to Europe to rejoin Bal- 
let Theatre. 





Strawhat News 








has worked out. satisfactorily at | wel Saal 
the New Parsons here. Policy ha | = Continued from page 65 Qo 
been in operation for two seasons, of a Nation” and early Douglas 
since the present management took | Fairbanks thrillers. 

‘over and renovated the long-dark| Francis Cleveland, son of the 





AMERICAN PLAY COMPANY 


INCORPORATED 
522 Fifth Avenue, New York 


wishes information regarding the 
whereabouts of the heirs of James P. 
Judge, author of SQUARE CROOKS, 
and Howard Warren Comstock, author 
of STEPPING SISTERS. 











ONLY 19 MILES FROM TIMES SQUARE 


BEVAN HOTEL 


LARCHMONT, N. Y TEL. LA. 2-0692 


On Long Island Sound 
Bathing Beach 
Outdoor Sports 
75 Rooms 


Very Cool Bar—Piano Entertainment 








house. 

Recent check of boxoffice 
ords reveals that during the 1952- 
53 season the average number of 
phone reservations per play was | 
1.350. while the average number 
of ticket window 
150 In other words, 
ervations outnumbered 
reservations nine to one 


phone res- 
window 
Only 31 


phone reservations were not sub-| 


Theatre 
sea- 


sequently picked 
played 18 shows 
son. 


up. 
during the 


Philip Langner, Charles Bowden 
and Nancy Stern, who operate the 
house, figure that the fact that the 
New Parsons draws’ patronage 
from a wide area makes the phone 
reservation not only feasible, but 
a virtual necessity. They point out 
that the phone reservation attend- 
ance is in addition to the healthy 
subscription trade at the house. 





Future B’way Openings 


Guys and Dolls (reopening), 46th 
Street, Aug. 10. 

Hazel Flagg Hel- 
linger, Sept. 1. 

Anna Russell's Little Show, Van- 
derbilt, Sept. 8. 

Pin to See the Peep Show, Play- 
house, Sept. 17. 

Carnival in Flanders, 
week of Sept. 28. 

Tea and Sympathy, Barrymore, 
Sept. 30 

Three Stories High, unspecified 
theatre, Oct. 1. 

Little Hut, Coronet, Oct. 5. 


(reopening), 


Century, 


Ladies of the Corridor, unspeci- | 


fied theatre, Oct. 14. 

Teahouse of the August Moon, 
Martin Beck, Oct. 15. 

Oh Men, Oh Women, unspecified 
theatre, week of Oct. 19. 

Gently Does Ht, Playhouse, Oct. 
26 

Girl Can Tell, unspecified thea- 
tre, Oct. 29 

Solid Gold Cadillac, unspecified 
theatre, Nov. 2 

Sherlock Holmes, 
theatre, weck of Nov. 2. 

Kind Sir, Alvin, Nov. 4 

All Summer Long, unspecified 
theatre, week of Nov. 9. 

Black Candle, unspecified thea- 
tre, week of Nov. 23. 


unspecified 











“CAB CALLOWAY 


“Porgy and Bess”’ 
17th Week ZIEGFELD, NEW YORK 


Srortin’ t"*e 








rec- | Who operated 


reservations was | 


Grover Cleveland, 


the Tamworth 


late President 


—a, 


Plays Abroad 


Du Plomb Pour Ces 
Demoiselles 


Paris, June 23. 
Denis and Marcel Maurey .production of | 
drama in eight scenes by Frederic Dard; 
adapted from novel published by Editions | 
Bleuve Noir. Diracted by. Georges Vitaly. 
Sets by Alwine. At Grand Guignol, Paris. 





Grand Guignol, one of the sights 
on any Paris theatre tour, soon will 
be celebrating its 60th anni, and 
the horror house stili does steady 
although rarely sensational trade 
all year round. Best biz comes in 
the summer when tourists are 
packing city. Recent revival of 
“The Bat” did a nice three months 
and now this 260-seater has settled 
back to greet the dog days with 
pseudo-American gangster meller 
aimed at pleasing the visitors 

“Lead” inspired by a study of 
grade-B gunmen pix, is in the same 
pattern as “No Orchids for Miss 
Blandish” which did well under the 
same roof three years ago. 

Russel Moore (Robert Hossein) 


| is accused by the police of having 


murdered his mistress and then | 
amputating her fingers. Meore pro- 


'tests his innocence and in a series 


of flashbacks the audience is given 
his alibi. The inspector doubts his 
story and in another flashback, the 
true version of crime is shown. It 
appears that the mistress’ has 


| stolen some “top secret” microfilm 


| gernails. 


| himself, 


of government plans and hidden | 
them under the polish on her fin- 
Moore, after taking se- 
crets from her so he can sell them | 
has murdered her and} 
then cut off her fingers which he 
tries to plant on another gangster. | 
Ironic ending has the inspector | 


| shooting Moore to death after per- | 


| staged 
scenes, attempting to hypo it into 


the- | 


atre as well as being its top actor, | 


|had combined to sound the Barn- 
| stormers’ death knell. 

| There was optimism, however, at 
|} some of the other theatres, as the 
| Granite State’s 53rd year of sum- 
mer stock got underway. The 
|600-seat Lakes Region Play- 
| house installed a new 


said television, an election-year | 
| boxoffice slump and the inroads 
|made by new barns in the area, 


suading him to reveal the where- ! 
abouts of secrets so he can profit 
by their sale 

Georges Vitaly, the director, has | 
this script in eight quick | 


motion picture tempo. A good com- | 
pany goes through motions of the | 
implausible assignments but can 
bring little reality to such an ab- 
surd text. 


A short farce, “La Delaissee” 
(The Deserted One), a tale of an 
‘actor and actress rehearsing a/ 
short play, follows to round out 
evening. “Lead” might go for a 
French film since similar stuff 


air-condi- | 


tioning system; the Hampton Sum- | 


underwent extensive 
and added two new 
increasing its seating ca- 
pacity, and the Windham Playhouse 
reopened June 29 with newly-up- 


mer theatre 
| renovations 


| wings, 


holstered seats after being inac- 
tive last season. 
Even the 100-seat Hutchinson 


Summer Theatre in Raymond, the 
state’s tiniest establishment, is 
still carrying on courageously after 
weathering many financial storms. 
McLean Shifts In Va. 
McLean, Va., July 7. 
The McLean Summer Theatre, 
operating in McLean the past three 
years, moves this season to Falls 
Church, Va., five miles from Mc- 
Lean and seven miles from Wash- 
ington, D. C. Group will operate 
in a tent theatre with a regular 
proscenium stage. Opening date is 
set for Monday (13) with “The 
Moon Is Blue.” 
' oh ° 
| Tommy Brent is producer 
| Elwyn Dearborn director. 





and 





often is used for Gallic B-pix. 
Curt. 


This Other Edea 


Dublin, June 16. 
Irish National Theatre production of 
comedy in 3 acts by Louis D’Alton. Pro- | 
duced by Ria Mooney. Setting, Vera 
Dudgeon. At the Abbey, Dublin | 
McRoarty ’ . Geoffrey Golden 
Maire McRoarty Marie O'Donnell 


Roger Crispin Christopher Casson | 
Canon Moyle . Eddie Golden | 
Police Sergeant ...... Brian O'Higgins | 
Conor Heaphy .......... Ronnie Walsh | 
Clannery ct beshace Harry Brogar | 


There are so many points in this 
comedy that remind the audience | 


| of shots made by George Bernard | 


| 


|Shaw in “John Bull’s Other Island,” 


almost 50 years ago that observers 
may be forgiven for the suggestion | 
that the piece is Shaw up-to-date. | 
The dialog may lack the brilliance 
of Shaw’s wit, but the play does 
not lack laughs as it jibes pleas- | 
antly at the foibles of the Irish. 

The characters are stock figures | 
which wander through this story of | 
Ballymorgan and its project for a 
Memorial Hall to a patriot. The 


| parish priest is the strongest char- 





Legit Shows Abroad — 
Legit Shows Abroad 
LONDON 
(Week ending July 4) 
Affairs of State, Cambridge (8-21). 
Airs Shoestring, Roval Ct. (22). 
Applecart, Haymarket (5-7). 


| 

Arms & The Man, Arts (6-25) 
| Bad Samaritan, Criterion (6-24). 
| 

| 


Dear Charles, New (12-18). 
Dial M Murder, West (6-19). 
Eastward Ho, Roval Exchange 
Escapade, Strand (1-20). 

| For Better Worse, Comedy (12-17-52). 

| Glorious Days, Palace (2-28). 

| Guys and Dolls, Colliseuin (5-28). 
Henry V, Old Vic (6-30), 
High Spirits, Hipp (5-13) 

: Julius Caesar, Westminster (7-29), 

| King Henry VIII, Old Vic (5-6) 

| Light Fingers, Richmond (6-29), 
Little Hut, Lyric (8-23-50) 
Living Room, Wyndham’'s (16) 
London Laughs, Ade!phi (4-12) 


(6-10). 


Love From Judy, Saville (9-25) 
Macbeth, Royal Exchange (7-1). 
Mousetrap, Ambas. (11-25) 


Over the Moon, Casino (5-7) 
Paint Wagon, Her Majesty’s (2-11) 
Paris to Piccadilly, Pr. Wales (4-15) 
Private Life of Helen, Globe (6-11), 
Redheaded Blonde, Vaudeville (4-1), 
Reluctant Heroes, White (9-12-50), 
Ring Out Bells, Vic. Pal. (11-12). 
Seagulls Sorrento, Apollo (6-14-50) 
Set to Music, New Watergate (6-9). 
Seven Year Itch, Aldwych (5-14). 
South Pacific, Drury Lane 4 
Two Bouquets, Piccadilly « 








is a smooth, 


"Cab Calloway, famous miestro and father of scat, 


Vv 


ivid Sportin’ Life. His is A REMARK 


ABLE PERFORMANCE” 
Robert 


Coleman, N. Y. Daily Mirror. 

















Mg}?.: BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 


ll 





if Woman Importance, 


| Uninvited Guest, St. James 
Savoy ( 


SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
(Figures denote premiere dates) 
| As Long As Happy, Garrick (7-8) 
Henry V, Westminster 7-9 
| Henry VI. Old Vow (72° 

Moon Is Blue, Duke York (7-7). 


acter of the lot, while the English- 
man is shown as the man who tried 
to be objective about Ireland. a 
man with a long way to go before 
realizing that theory and practice 
in the Irish are far apart. Louis 
D'Alton saw his fellow-countrymen 
clearly when he drew the charac- 


, ters for this play, even to apprecia- 
tion of the fact that patriots can 


be human Such bitterness as the 


/author has observed and _ passed 
along here has been carefully 
wrapped in wit and humor. Ria 
Mooney produces with a lively 
speed. ; 

Acting is good, with Eddie 


Golden, as Canon Moyle, the par- 
ish priest, and Christopher Casson 
‘making his first appearance with 
Abbey Players), as the Englishman, 
taking the laurels. Mac. 





The Bad Samariian 
London, June 25. 


P E. P. Clift. Linnit & Dunfee presenta- 
tion of drama in two acts by William 
Douglas Home. Stars Michael Denison. 


Directed by Murray Macdonald. At Crite- 


rion Theatre, London, June 24, 53 $2.20 
top. 

FE ens thee ea eka & Michael Denison 
Jane TUTELTiTT TT Te Heather Stannard 
The Dean 066666666460 George Relph 
Bere. POMP ceccccsccs Jessie Winter 


| Alan 


Veronica Virginia McKenna 


Ronald Lewis 





Breaking unusual ground. this 
latest Douglas Home play has a 
strong’ religious flavor, woven! 
round domestic and spiritual prob- 


lems. Its tendency to solve them 


, through the over-flippant manner 


| 


of the chief character detracts 


| effectively 
| Stannard; the younger, caught in 


| movingly portrayed by 


jfrom the serious atmosphere, not 


always to the play’s advantage. |} 


(HOT LEAD FOR HOT BABES) | may attract here on the author's 


reputation, and popularity of Mj. 
chael Denison, better known as 4 
screen actor, but its chances in 
the U. S. would be thin. 


The home of a Dean in a cathe. 
dral town is the setting for a con- 
flict between the higher and baser 
instincts in man. Two sons are 
poles apart in temperament—ong 
an extrovert, the other introver 
The elder, a stockbroker, is a bo; 
chaser; the younger hopes to fo}. 
low his father’s career in the 
church, 

The worldly one invites two gir\s 
for the weekend, asserting he is 


love with both of them. One has 
been his mistress for years, bh 
refuses his belated offer of n 
riage knowing he doesn’t rea 
love her. The younger girl, 4 


Catholic, and the younger son are 
instantly drawn to each other and 
without premeditation, spend 4 
night together. The boy is horri- 
fied at his fall from grace, and be 
lieving clergy should be celibate, 


leaves home in great distres 
Months later the girl confides to 
the other woman that she is ty 


bear a child. Unaware of the con- 
sequences of his sin, her lover re- 
turns from Rome, announces he 
has turned Catholic and is to ente; 
the priesthood. Knowing the shat- 
tering blow to the boy’s future if 
he learns the truth, his brother in- 
sists the girl marry him instead 


which ‘provides a convenient, but 
scarcely happy, solution. 
Michael Denison is at his best 


in these breezy, inconsequential 
roles and gets full sparkle from 
every available quip. Ronald 
Lewis as the repentant sinner has 
a harder task, conveying, mainly 
through manner and expression, 


| the bottled-up emotionalism of the 


purist. The two girls are well con- 
trasted; the elder philosophically 
renouncing the man she loves is 
played by Heather 


the tolls of her own immaturity, is 
Virginia 
McKenna. Perhaps the most satis- 
fying performance comes _ from 
George Relph as the clerical head 
of a disordered household, and ges- 
sie Winter contributes a_ sweet, 
gentle characterization as his wife 














Murray Macdonald directs the 

play with his usual sure touch 
Clem. 

aaa — 











POUND RIDGE | 


near Stamford, Conn. — a thor- 
ovghly modern, attractive Colonial 
house with a lake for swimming 
and fishing. Secluded 10 acres of 
land with more available. Con- 
tains, on first floor: large living 
room, library, bar, dining room, 
guest suite with bath, screened 
porch, servant's room, kitchen, 
etc.; on second floor: large master 
suite with 2 dressing rooms, bath 
and study as well as 3 other bed- 
rooms and 2 baths. Bath house 
and tool house, screened picnic 
house and outside grill on lake. 
Owner, moved West, offers bar- 
goin and immediate occupancy. 


KENNETH IVES & CO. 


14 East 55th St. MU 8-1900, 
or Stamford 4-1414 | 


























PRODUCER 
WANTED 


A civic organization has a wonderful 
Proposition for the right man. 5G in 
advanced subscription memberships al- 
Write to John Gatenby, Mo- 
rengo, Ill., for interview in Chicago. 


reody. 


Give professional background in your 
letter, 











THEATER COLLECTION 
FOR SALE 


About 5.000 different old theatre programs 
fram 1832 te 1900. Mounted on one side oF 
page only in large Army loose scrap books 
Size 28x28. 300 pages to each book. All pro 
Grams hinged in, nothing pasted. Full pages 
or single programs can be removed and easi'y 
replaced. Alse rare eld books, window Diils 
tickets, passes, photos, ete. Also old New 
York Clippers from 1864 to 1900. 75 different 
excellent 5x7 showboat photos. 

Must sell quick. 73 years old and slipping 
The time and money spent in this collection 
doesn't mean a thing. Will unload for best 
offer. Have some one in Chicago take a tor 
at this collection and pass judgment. 


HENRY LOFGREN 
2306 Florence Street 
Blue Island, Illinois u 
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Literati 


an extensive literati barnstorming | 
, tour to plug the $5 book, as he did | 
with “Show Biz.” 

Holt’s new Americana publica- 
tions include travel editor Horace 











Nip Obscene Rash _ 

Current rash of obscene litera- 
ture printed in English has Tokyo 
gendarmes stumped. They find 
there is no law under which they 
can control improper publications 
in a foreign language. Meanwhile, 
visiting devotees of the ultra-eso- 
teric are avidly gathering such 
gems as Frank Harris’ ““Autobiog- 
raphy,” Henry Miiler’s ‘Sexus,” 
the “Kama Sutra,” “Memoirs of 
Fanny Hill,” “In a Perfumed Gar- 





det “Autobiography of a Flea,” 
“School Life in Paris,” “Two Flap- | 
pers in Paris,” “A Night in a Moor- 


Harem,” etc. 
Viost volumes are poorly-edited | 
reprints of originals from France | 
} other European countries. | 
“tady Chetterly’s Lover,” in a com- | 
etely unexpurgated edition, has 
long been a popular tourist’s sou- | 
venir. Prices run from $3.50 to $5 | 
a copy. 





Doubleday Staff Shifts 
Clark Potter, formerly assistant 
to the managing editor of Double- 
dav & Co., has joined Garden City | 
Books and Hanover House, two of ! 
Doubleday’s subsids, as an assistant 
editor. In another shift, firm has 
Edward Stoddard, ad-pub- 
licitvy manager for Garden City and 
Hanover, to post of assistant to 
John Gregg. sales manager for the 
two divisions. 
Larabie Cunningham has _ re-} 
signed his editorial staff post on 
the two firms to freelance. 


I ned 


Dowdell’s Roman Holiday 

Bill Dowdell, editor of the Ronre 
American News, established an- 
other first with a July 4 “double 
number” (16 pages, or twice nor- 
nial) of the weekly, the first time | 
an Independence Day special in 
English was ever published in the | 
Italian capital. 

Dowdell’s other pioneering was | 
the first St. Patrick’s Day special | 
of an American sheet ballyhooing | 
the traditional Irish holiday pub-| 
lished in English in Rome. | 








Nova’s Libel Suit 
Lou Nova, actor and former 
pugilist, filed a libel suit for $200,- | 
000 in Los Angeles Superior Court | 
against Vincent X. Flaherty, sports | 
columnist, and the Los Angeles | 


| Lucky’ ”’ 


City, 


the M-G lot and make mental and, | 


written-up personalities in and out 
of show business. He’s been around 


Sutton’s “Confessions of a Grand 
Hotel: The Waldorf-Astoria”; ‘“Mi- | 
ami, USA,” by Helen Muir, chil- 
ren’s book editor of the Miami 


generous colleetion. Thomas B. 
Sherman, music critic and literary 
editor of the St. Louis Post-Dis- 


patch, did a discerning profile on| Herald; “Sardi’s: The Story of a 
the author, and Joseph Pulitzer,| Famous Restaurant,” by Richard 
publisher of the paper, wrote an| Gehman and.Vincent Sardi, Sr.; 


and “Neiman-Marcus, Texas!”, 
story of the famed store, by Fran- 
cis X. Tolbert, Dallas News staffer, 
|and ex-managing editor of Leath- 
erneck, for which he was original 
lv a combat correspondent during 
World War II 

William Raney, new editor-in 
chief of Holt ‘since Ted Amussen 
returned to Rinehart as veepee and 


affectionate foreword, but nothing 
iS more revealing of Fitzpatrick’s 
character than his day-by-day jour- 
nalistic chores. 

Fitz's “As I Saw It” is as most 
Americans have seen the days of 
our years since the 1935-to-date 
period which this present anthol- 
ogy spans. His accompanying notes 
are almost as pungent as his cray- 





| ons. Abel. head of the trade book denpart- 
- iment), has assembled other show 
Bing Out of Pete Martin biz and allied items for fall pub- 


lication, including “Producing and 

Directing for Television,” by 
sane ~|Charles Adams (associated with 

equal titular billing or en 

the jacket and hevied inside is Maggi McNellis, Robert Montgom 

the “as told to Pete Martin * It's | Cry and other TV shows); R. Tay- 

the same Martin—Sateveposts’ | lor’s cartoon book, “By the Dawns 


The Simon & Schuster jacket 
gives “Bing’s Own Story ‘Call Me 


amusements articles editer—who | U8ly Light” (the hangover prob- 
did the somewhat condensed ver-| !¢™); anthology of science-fiction 
sion of the Crosby saga in the “The Best From_ Startling Stor- 
SEP early this year. ies’,” compiled by Samuel Mines 


its editor, with an introduction by 
Robert A. Heinlein; Dale Kramer's 
first collaboration ‘with Madeline 
Karr) on “‘Teen-Age Gangs,” intro- 
duction by Senator Estes Kefauver 
Charles 


Now, as then, and perhaps more 
so, “Lucky” ($3.50)—there’s also 
a $1 paperback emerges as breezy 
reading but, more than that, for 
the show biz and literati bunch, 
the end-result of this sort of col- 
laboration proves the tape-record- | 
ed answer to any busy gent’s 
prayer. Quite familiar within busy 
circles, especially with endlessly 
creative people, is the observation, 
“If I could just talk into some 
gadget and let somebody else li 

‘ina a eas :. : ished 
worry about it.” Well, that’s what | ete 
Crosby and Martin have done, and | * atau 
it's obvious that the vet Sateve- 
poster is the ideal ghoster. You | 
wouldn't want a _ better taker-| James Thurber, Howard Barlow 
downer of your innermost thoughts! and Dr. Grayson Kirk, Columbia 
and chatty inside stuff, or a better| U. president, were chosen to 
organizer and collaborator. (In an-| receive Ohio Career Medals of | 
other era, Louis B. Mayer, when} 1953 by the Ohioana Library Assn 
he first brought Jimmy Durante to! These three Ohioans will receive 
Metro, had an oracle of Culver! their honors at the association's 
one Bob (Hoppy) Hopkins,! annual meeting, Oct. 24. Thurber’s 
follow the comedian around | will be a special sesquicentennial 
medal. 

Awards are given annually to 
native Ohioans whose — services 
over a long period of years have 
enriched the state and nation. 


CHATTER 


Senator 
W. Tobey; Ernest Hemingway's 
vounger brother, Leicester Hem- 
ingway's “The Sound of the Trum- 
pet,” novel dealing with an Army 
film unit; and Major Donald E 
| Keyhoe’s “Flying Saucers From | 
Outer Space.” Same firm had pub- 
Frank Scully's “Flying 
bestseller some time ago 


aria 


and foreword by 


Ohio Career '53 Winners 


just 


when necessary, cuff notes of the 
Schnoz's sagacious observations). 
Crosby has been one of the most 


longer than most, so accumulative- 
lv, with the vears and the decades. 


Examiner. |the legends have pyramided. He| _ ee ae | 
Plaintiff declares he_ suffered | has wisely nurtured his Eyeing = + editor of. Ideal Publications | 
damage in his new profession be- | TésOurces so he hasn't worn out the | ~ yn aaliffe. Scot comedian 


cause of a column Flaherty wrote | Welcome. 


two months ago. He asks $100,000 


in general d 2S, ‘ :.) | chatty, 
n gen amages, $50,000 special aie aa Gane ond te aaauie 


and $50,000 exemplary. 


Birmingham TV Inserts 

Both Birmingham newspapers, | 
the Scripps-Howard  Post-Herald | 
and Hanson’s News, have begun | 
publishing weekly TV guide inserts | 
for Saturday’s paper. Although | 
program highlights are for the two | 
Birmingham TV _ stations, the| 
schedule includes Nashville, At- 
lanta. Memphis and Montgomery 
TV stations. 

Lily May Caldwell of the News 
edits their TV Guide. Fred 
Woodress, VarRieETry’s Birmingham 
nugg, edits the Post-Herald’s. 


TV Guide’s Pitt Deal 

TV Guide has added Pittsburgh | 
to its growing chain as a result of | 
a franchise deal with TV Digest, 
local mag in that city which also 
covers the tri-state area. Contract 
signed over the weekend between 
TV Guide and owners of Digest, 
William F, Adler, Rachel Adler, 
his wife, and Harold V. Cohen, 
drama editor of morning Post- 
Gazette and also VARIETY mugg in 
that city, gives the Annenberg in- 
terests a readymade circulation in 
the Pitt district currently of; 
around 120,000. 

_The Adlers and Cohen: will con- 
tinue to print a local Pittsburgh- 
tri-state insert, carrying detailed 
program schedules for area sta- 
tions in the past and also retaining 
Pitt-slanted columns and features. 
With the nationally-printed TV 
Guide of 24 pages as a wraparound. 
Pitt mag, now 40 pages, as a result | 
Will go to 56 pages, with the insert | 
€ing cut to 32. 
!'V Guide made an outright bid | 
to buy up TV Digest, but after | 
Series of negotiations, the fran- 
— alternative was decided upon 
’y the Pitt organization. Digest 
br Started by the Adlers and 
~°nen in November, 1950, and hit 
rd peak Circulation of nearly 150.- 
v0 late this spring before the 
wnmer slump set in. 





' 
| 
| 


} 


Dan Fitzpatrick’s Corker 
‘he only wonder about the new 
n book, “As I Saw It} 
on & Schuster; $5), by Daniel | 
, tzpatrick of the St. Louis 
“Dispatch, is that it took 40 


> to anthology his stuff. A P-D | 
er since 


) 
{ 


— pte 


: “oons and notes by this distin-| 


‘ed skeich artist constitute a! 1951-52 bestseller. Laurie will do 


1913, he has long) ; ~ - 
4 powerful force, and the 311 | “Show Biz: From Vaude to Video, 


This “own storv” | writing weekly column about show 


emerges as a| ™. ; 
j j i y ‘rs é Ss y S asZgow 
informal and informative | biz personalities for the Gl ) 
Sunday Mail. 


Jessyca Russell Gaver, publisher 


whose careers have touched on the “se, : + 
Crosby fortune, and “aa versa. |Of Writers Newsletter, off to the 
It’s not particularly introspective | Pog Rage _ eee 
from a competely tell-all attitude. | *O" 4 wen mie ; 
but it’s more than usually reveal-| Doubleday's associate editor, 
ing. He doesn't spare himself, but | Isabelle Taylor, in Hollywood to 
he doesn’t expose himself alto- confer with Republic 6n the pro- 
: : a wtin 7 1g ‘oardon Ive 
gether either. There is something | duction of the _ Gol don novel, 
rah-rah-team! in Make Haste to Live 


his self-abnega- | cag << ter ipl Cen ee 
tion and the plaudits for elder | Mary Tie vig Boston avave et 
brother, brilliant mouthpiece, et | Co!umnist. is in Ireland on a three- 


: e isit, with special interviews 
al., as the real reasons for calling ; Week Visit, Bp : 
him lucky—especially yg the Fort |set for Prime Minister Eamon de 
Knox league. Valera and U. S. Ambassador Wil- 


But in the main its is a spright- | !@™ H. Taft. 


one way to get it all—or most all—| O™Maha World-Herald, celebrated 
of it down on paper is to have a} his 50th anni with that paper last 
tape-recorder and a savvy ghost | Wednesday (1) by tossing parties 
like Pete Martin as eulsabocesers. | ¢ four spets, i Snene oe 
*, ~ , > , zy | . . ad Ps 
pgp ne Aggro nctage dd org og Anthology of 37 hate Mogg 8 
tape technique for recording shows | Pieces In Th — ne th “Oia 
in advance. His name-droppings, | Brown titled The Night the 
of course. are authentic: his frank | Nostalgia Burned Down,” due next 
and invariably affectionate close-|™onth. Another LB er I. 
ups on his colleagues. authorita- Banat by ngs Be yt ty a 
tive, and his style not precious. He ection on Wee wwe I ies howe exs| 
does indulge in the obvious run- Payoff_ to Nor agent header nd get 
ning gag of calling Bob Hope. his tensive European spring survey as 
longtime pal and partner, “friend” /a new anthology, under French | 
or “that man.” Martin. incidental-| Tourish Bureau auspices, of the 
lv. is now at work on a similar restaurants of France, with accent 
ale cenit ttticd ” Abel |on the low-cost eateries. It’s an ei- | 
job on Bing’s “friend. ™ | ficient guide, free for the asking. 
Making his first trip to New 
York for his sheet, Pericles Alex- 


‘Living Theatre’ Usage 
“Living Theatre,” a volume of 


i '<« | ander, amusements editor and 
13, American and Furopean Dist | drama, critic of the Shreveport 
published by Twayne Publishers, | ‘La.) Times, is seeing Broadway 
Inc.. with a foreword by Helen| Shows and doing his column here 


for the next three weeks. Alex- | 


yes, has been adopted for use : i 
Has aay P ander was onetime p.a. for Gene 


this fall by community drama Autry tours 

groups of the American Assn. of | ; ‘reiher e ‘O- 
University Women, which has} I. F. Freiberget has po ate 
1,183 local branches. | moted from president to chairman 
"Besides the texts of the plays. of the board of the Forest C ity 
book provides introductions and Publishing oe et sg = 
questions which will be used as er of the Plain Dealer and Cleve- 


discussion guides by club members land News. Sterling E. Rat ae = 
who meet monthly to analyze the former general manager of the 


Plain Dealer, is now president of | 
the company. 

Ardis Smith is back at the Buf- 
falo (N.Y.) Evening News as first- 
string drama critic. Originally with 
the old Scripps-Howard Times in} 
Buffalo, Smith went to the News 
as first-stringer when the Times 
folded, remaining there for several | 
vears. He had been absent from 
Buffalo for a number of years. | 
Mary Nash, who has been handling | 
News drama and picture coverage 
for the past dozen years, returned 
to general assignments. 


plays. Approach of the volume is 
comparison of modern American 
dramas with ancjent and modern 
European plays. 


Joe Laurie’s Vaudeville Book 

Gene Fowler wrote the foreword 
to “Vaudeville: From the Honky- 
Tonks to the Palace,” by Joe 
Laurie. Jr., which Henry Holt & 
Co. is bringing out in November. 
on the same date that it published , 


by Abel Green and Laurie. the | 


Las Vegas | 


} 


ly autobiog. And, as above stated, | Henry Doorly, president of The | 


| photographs. 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


FHOSO+EOF OSE OSES By Frank Scully SOOSHSSEOFOFEOED 


Hollywood. 

Demands for free scripts keep pouring in to Scully’s Bedside Manor, 
and being a mugg who can talk many languages but can't seemingly 
Say no in any of them, there is nothing to do but bow to the pleas 
of a devoted public. 

So here is another flock of ideas designed to save Hollywood from 
a fate worse than deht. It would be nice if users tore off a masthead 
ot VARIFTY and mailed it in, but with hot weather coming at last it 
may be asking too much for readers to exercise their options to that 
so take the plots. They're all yours, 

Old Title 

AND BABY MAKES THREE 


Two reelers, spliced together with a glue of 


do very well now and then at the bo. But the 
a myopic name-author whose eves will 
3-D audiences 

Where such a name is lacking, advance publicity 
to convince the public that here is a great writer even if they never 
heard of him before. In this case his name is Winterset Yawn, He 
ghosted the best-known works of Fenimore Cooper, Mark Twain, Bret 


degree 
New Title 

PI R SQUARE 
personal continuity, 


main task is to find 
stick out far enough to frighten 


may be necessary 


Harte, Theodore Dreiser, and Jim Tully. His voice will introduce 
Vignets under the generic title of “Pi R Square.” 

1. The first concerns a pony express rider and an Indian princess. 
They met at Laramie, Wvo., while he is waiting for another rider to 
bring in a letter from his wife and she is waiting for her husband, 
jan Indian chief, who is in the Welis Fargo office in Laramie trying 
to arrange a deal. The Indian promises his braves will not rob the 


nails any 
orders 


longer if paid 100 
whichever is the larger 


bushels of maize or 10° of the money 
Settlements are to be made quarterly, 
While waiting outside, the pony express rider feels dangerous stir- 
rings The Indian keeps looking at 
but when he turns her way she averts her eyes. His fresh horse comes 
up. The mail sacks are transferred. He mounts and rides away. He 


4 ’ 4 ‘ i 
within fils DICASI Princess thiihi, 


waves to her. She waves to him. Her husband comes around the 
cerner of the express office just in time to miss this exchange of 
fading affection 

That's all there is to this one 


2. Judge Squeak of San Francisco is toying with his watch-chain 


under his judicial robe. He is wondering whether to give Atty. Halifax 
just a little more rope before hanging him for contempt. Squeak hates 
Haltfax because in the old days Squeak used to turn all his personal 
injury cases over to Halifax on a split fee, being too bad a lawyer 
to win even a P. I. case from a street railway company. Both of them 
made money. Squeak used some of his to elect a U. S. Senator, with 
the understanding of course that he would be paid off with the first 
Federal judgeship that became vacant. That was old Judge Knoll 
Halifax and Squeak had both been sweet on Knoll's daughter, De- 


licia. But she married a publisher instead. Just as Squeak has about 
decided to give Halifax a contempt citation (for clearing his throat 
while Squeak was talking), in walks Delicia The judge orders a 


recess in her honor, He invites her out 
Halifax. They have a swell time 
This gives Squeak his chance 


for lunch. She in turn invites 
Halifax is stuck for the tab 
When court was reconvened he slaps 
Halifax with a contempt, claiming the luncheon was an attempted 
bribery. With that Halifax really clears his throat. He spits in the 
judge’s eye. That raises the contempt to $1,000. Halifax pays it and 
gives Squeak a look that would have killed a weaker man, 
Old Title New Title 
OUT WHERE THE MINKS SALT OF THE EARTH 

BEGIN 
his wife’s desire ror a blue mink coat, Beat-Sugar Smith, 
champion, waves his arm at her. “Get lost!’ is all he 
But even a wave of his hand has such force, she topples over 


Goaded by 
middleweight 


SUVS. 


as if hit on the button and doesn't get up till the count of 14. “Why 
don’t you fight somebody your size, you big bully!” she cries. As he 
weighs only 160 pounds and she weighs 215, this seems like a ridic- 


ulous remark 

But his manager, who would go anvwhere for a fast buck, seizes on 
the idea and announces that Beat-Sugar is now ready to take on 
heavyweights. At the mere idea One-Round Rogan, the champ, laughs. 
While Rogan is thinking over the proposition, Beat-Sugar tours Europe 
and knocks over what heavyweights the continent to offer as if 
they were his wife 

But by the time he can get a fight with the heavyweight champ, 
dog days have come. The fight is held at the Polo Grounds the day 
after a hydrogen bomb has been tried out for size off Sandy Hook. 

It generates such terrific heat for 50 miles that by fight time New 
York is sweltering in 110 degrees of heat. It slowed the fight down 
to a walk. By the 10th round Beat-Sugar is down to a welterweight 
and Rogan to a middleweight. 

Beat-Sugar can't get up for Round 11. The referee comes over to 
his corner to ask what the trouble is and promptly collapses. 

Rogan's manager claims not only a TKO but the middleweight title 
as well, insisting his heavyweight champ is down to 158 pounds. 

While some officials are trying to revive the referee and others are 
scurrying around to swear in a substitute, Mrs. Smith, her eve still 
on that blue mink coat, grabs a bottle of salt tablets from the doctor's 
bag and forces Beat-Sugar to swallow a handful. Then she plies him 
with water. His handlers think she is crazy. So does Smith. 

But in a minute he feels his strength returning. Dehydration stops 
and he begins sweating like a cooling system. He becomes a human 
olla. He says he is ready to go on. 

The mew referee has them touch gloves, but Hogan can hardly lift 
his. Beat-Sugar bopped him at will. Rogan goes down and stays down 
after one minute and 18 seconds of the lith round. 

Beat-Sugar thus becomes the hottest heavyweight champ in history. 
His wife gets her blue mink. His manager gets his million. 

This is a good picture for the sagging sodium chloride industry. 

Old Title New Title 
FLASH LIGHTNER CARBIDE LIGHTNER 

This is a biography of the man who first used flash powder to take 
His first attempt blows up the sitter, the district attor- 
ney, and lands the cameraman in jail on a charge of homicide. His 
name is Felix Lightner. 

While in jail he perfects his technique by using a carbide which 
gives a bright light and so smells up the jail that he is transferred 
to a prison farm. He tries his stuff on the crops and corn grows high; 


has 


'all the prisoners escape. 


All except Lightner. He is waiting for his wife and 
long to get dolled up that he misses the prison break. 

The authorities horsewhip him, not because they like it, they say, 
but the public demands it. Flash rubs his body with carbide and 
doesn't feel a thing. Picture producers learn of this and pressure 
the governor into releasing him. 

They tell the chief executive that their business is in a bad way, 
but if they can have more horsewhipping scenes which won't hurt 
actors, it would save an entire industry. They need Flash more than 
money. 

Women find this carbide is fine for face powder and sunburn. It 
even removes freckles. So women's clubs join in the crusade to free 
Lightner. Released finally, freedom goes so much to his head that 
he divorces his wife, goes on a lecture tour, gets stranded at Mesa, 
Ariz., and is never heard of again. 

This is just the right sort of picture for people who hate sequels. 


she takes so 
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Broadway 


Constance Hope, show biz pub 
rep, left Friday (3) for Europe and 
Israel. 

Pianist Claudio Arrau returned 
last Thursday (2) from his second 
tour of Israel. 

Carl Winston, ex-King Features 
Syndicates (Sunday Mirror mag) 
joined John O'Malley's flackery. 

James Mulvey, prez of Samuel | 
Goldwyn Productions, off to Eu- | 
rope Friday (3) on the America, 

Bing Crosby and son Lindsay in 
on the Liberte Monday (6) and off 
immediately by plane to Elko, Nev. 

Mrs. Sigmund Romberg, widow 
of the composer, sailed on the ar- 
onia Friday (3) for a 37-day North 
Cape cruise 

Tony Balloni, comedy  panto- 
mimist, received Army discharge, 
and promptly booked for club date 





sailed to Europe Friday (3) for a 
three-month tour. 
Harvey Lembeck and 


at Oceanport. | 
Hans Schwieger, conductor of | 
the Kansas City Philharmonic, | 
| 


Robert 
Strauss now making the publicity 
rounds in eastern cities for Para- | 
mount’s “Stalag 17.” 

The David Sarnoffs quietly cele- 
brated their 36th wedding anniver- 
sary July 4 by staying in town and | 
going to the theatre. 

Gladys (Mrs. Frank) Folsom lost | 


| 
| 


her pet parakeet when it flew out | 
of the window of their 20th floor 
Park Ave, apartment. 

Warner Bros. sales chief Ben 
Kaimenson returned to the home- 


| 
office Monday (6) from the Coast, | 


where he participated in studio 
confabs 
Barron Polan bringing over 4a) 


rew French chirper, with the An- | 
glo name of Genevieve Hope, to do} 
her stuff in a replica setting of an 
existentialist bar. 

Charles Munch, music director 
of the Boston Symphony Orchestra, 
flew in from Paris Friday (3), to 
conduct the 1953 Berkshire Festi- 
val in Lenox, Mass. 

Clients Richard Himber, Jack 
Manning, Jan Kiepura, Marta 
Eggert and Ray Middleton, among 
others, feted by flack Bill Conlan 
at Press Box cocktailery Monday 
(6). 

RCA prez Frank M. Folsom itch- 
ing to get back at his desk, but the 
MD urges stalling another week 
or so despite the remarkable re- 
covery from his recent surgery at 
Roosevelt hosp. 

Ed and Pegeen Fitzgerald, who 
do their WJZ radio programs all 
week from their Hay Island 
(Conn.) summer home, start com- 
muting into N. Y. weekends for 
theic new Sunday TV show. 

Louis B. Mayer returned to the 
Coast last Thursday (2) just prior 
to the conclusion of the Stanley 
Warner-Cinerama deal. Former 
Metro production chief is board 
chairman of the latter company. 

Arnold Moss, who kicked off the 
annual Festival of the Seven Arts 
in Lake Tarleton, N.H., over the 
weekend, planes to the Coast to- 
morrow (Thurs.) to play the heavy 
in Bob Hope's next Paramount pic, 
*“Mr. Casanova.” 

Mony Dalmes, “societere” of the 
Comedie Francaise, returns for the 


Paris legit season with her hus- 
band, Claude C. Philippe (of the 
Waldort-Astoria), by way of Ma- 


drid to attend the new Castellana 
Hilton premiere formalities. 

Adele Astaire, now Mrs. King- 
man Douglas, of Middleburg, Va., 
who made her last stage appear- 
ance in the original Broadway ver- 
sion of “Band Wagon” in 1932, was 


iC 


dancers 


ly, comedian has his 11-year-old 
daughter Jerilyn in town for a 
visit; he plans to build a home in 
Westchester at Pleasantville, N. Y., 
near his uncle Robert Milford’s 
place. 





Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 

Sid Caesar sporting a goatee. 

The Walter Abels leaving soon 
for Coast 
Tyrone Power visiting the John 
Wilsons 
Lester Cowan here. Ditto 
liam Hawkins, drama critic ol 
Telly-Sun 

Florence Lowe, 
ington muggess, 
Skinner here. 

Geotfrey Holder's 

at Lucille Lortel’s 
garn Theatre 

Mr. and Mrs. John Steinbeck and 
Richard Aldrich guests of the Law- 
rence Langners. 

Eva Gabor at Longshore club. 
Her mother, Jolie, joining her here 
from New York. 

Meredith Willson flying in from 
Coast to conduct next Fairfield 
Pops Concert (17). 

Victor Gilbert opening Willard 
Room at Stonehenge featuring Jud- 
son Smith, pianist-vocalist. 

Edna Ferber, Justin Sturm, Fan- 
nie Ferber Fox, James Melton, 
John Steinbeck, Raymond Massey, 


Wil- 
N.Y. 


VaRIETY’S Wash- 
visiting Richard 


Trinidad 
White 


| Christie McDonald, Jean Dalrym- 
yle, Eva LeGallienne, Theresa 
Helburn, William Raiser, Philip} 
Dunning at premiere (6) of 


“Sailor’s Delight” at Country Play- 
house 


“Paris 


Josephine Baker to Rome for 
nitery stint. 
Richard Myers to London for | 


“Moon Is Blue” preem. 
Micheline Presle into new Louis 


Beaten.” 

Marcel Carne preparing next 
pic, “Boxing,” in which Jean Gabin 
will star. 


here before heading for a_ pic 
stint in Italy. 
Reginald Denenholz of Theatre 


Guild to ogle French legit for any 
U.S. possibilities. 

Hedda Hopper, back from Ger- 
man-Italian tour, to spend week 
here before homing. 

Jacques Flaud, head of the Cen- 
tre National Du Cinema, to Berlin 


| for pic talks with German officials 


Roland Petit ballet troupe can- 
celling Scandinavian tour to do 
tour of Holland and British Isles 
instead. 

Selene Walters 
ishing a stint in 
pic, “Carnival,” 
Munich, 

Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis here 
betore heading for Germany for a 
tour of military installations 
hospitals. 

Yvette Chauvire back into 
Opera Ballet for “Giselle” 
heading to London to join Anton 
Dolin’s London Festival Ballet. 

Jane Scott, U.S. terp, quits the 
Nouvelle Eve show here this week 
to head home for a series of en- 
gagements in L.A. and Las Vegas. 


after fin- 
King Bros. 
made in 


here 
the 
being 


the 


Maurice Dekobra writing and 
directing a sketch pic, “Les Bancos 
Du Hazard,” to be made here in 


two versions, French and English. 
“Theatre,” Somerset Maugham 
novel dramatized by Guy Bolton, 
set for Paris production next sea- 
son, local producers trying to ink 
Marlene Dietrich for lead. 
Pierre Galante, Paris-Match edi- 





in N. Y. last week to catch a private | 
screening of Metro's “Wagon” pic | 


French legiter, “The Pirate.” 
Michele Morgan and Gerard 


adaptation, which has brother Fred | Philine back from Mexico to fin- 


Starring in the film 

Metro producer Pandro S. Ber- 
man returned to the Coast yester- | 
day (Tues.) following his arrival | 
from England, where he’s produc- 
ing “Knights of the Round Table.” 
He's also helming the Lucille Ball- 


Desi Arnaz starrer, “The Long! By Robert Lantz 

Long Trailer.’ which recently} Felix Jackson, due to take over 

faced the cameras Studio One in September, at Ocean 
Victor Saville, producer of the | Bay Park. | 

Mickey Spillane films, left over the| Joan McCracken. of “Me And 

past weekend for a swing of Europe | Juliet,” houseguest of Sherlee 

and Israel, with view of possibly | Weingarten. 

lensing an upcoming pie abroad. | Murray Gruhn, TV and_air-| 

Spillane went to Chicago yesterday |conditioning equipment — distrib, 


(Tues.) for flackery work on “I the 


Jury,” first of his stories to be 
picturized by Saville 
The Charlie Schlaifers to Eu- 


rope yesterday (Tues.) via the SS 
Liberte, with their children, and 
will motor from Paris to Rome, 
with stopoffs, after docking in 


Southampten for London. Ex-20th 


pub-ad head, now at helm of own| 


agency, will do some special Cine- 
maScope work for 20th-Fox while 
en route. Returning in September. 

George Jessel hws sheived his 
“Rip Van Winkle” (Jimmy Du- 
rante) indie film production until 
next year, awaiting the 3-D transi- 
tion and also because of his new 
ABC-TV commitment. Incidental- 


| (The 


ish their pie, “Les Orgeuilleux” 
Proud Ones”) here under 


the direction of Yves Allegret. 





F we Island 


guesting at Jimmy Stroock’s. 
William Dozier, CBS producer, 
resting here before leaving for the 
Coast. He'll have Madeleine Car- 
roll starring in Ben Hecht's “The 


Actress” July 23. 
| In the huge July 4 weekend 
crowd: Kevin McCarthy, Leonore 


| Lonergan, Harriet Kaplan, Herbert 
Gottlieb, Arnold Horwitt, Rose 
| Tobias, Eddie Fisher and Lester 
Gabor. 

| Herman Shumlin working on his 
/ fall production for Aldrich & 
| Myers, “The Wooden Dish"; Her- 
man Wouk putting finishing touches 
|} on a new novel; and Charles Kebbe 
| arrived for a vacation from NBC's 
Jane Pickens Show. 


| to 


Decreaux play, “If I Liked to Be | 


Jean Negulesco joining his wife | 


and | 


before | 


tor, heads for L.A. this week for 
confabs with Jose Ferrer on pos- | 
sible Broadway adaption of the 


London 


British preem of S. P. Eagle’s 


| “Melba” scheduled for the Odeon, 
| Leicester Square, Aug. 27. 


Lex Barker did personals here 
last week for his latest Sol Lesser 
opus, “Tarzan and the She Devil.” 

Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
took the Goiden Arrow to Paris 
last Monday and will entertain 
GIs on the continent. 

Hermione Gingold off to Majorca 
for location this week and returns 
London for a few days next 
month prior to sailing for N. Y. 

Paul Rogers, Old Vic actor, who 
made his screcn debut in George 
K. Arthur’s “Cynthia,” inked for a 
longtermer by Pinewood Studios. 

After four years, Arnold Bailey 
and his orch, and Santiago and his 
Rhumba band, have been let out 
by the Bagatelle restaurant, and 
will be replaced by smaller bands. 

Charles Boyer, who’s been vaca- 
tioning in London following a film 


assignment in Paris, sailed for 
N. Y. on the “Mary” last Wed- 
| nesday. 


Sarah Lawson’s first film under | 


| her new contract with the Rank 
| Organization will be as co-star in 
Julian Wintle’s 
| comedy, “You Know What Sailors 
| Are.” 

| Irene Manning, here three years 
ago in West End musical, has been 
booked by Harry Morris for four 
| weeks season at the Colony Club 
| and the Astor. 
will make TV appearance prior to 
opening. 

Joy Nicholls and Wally 
son sailed last week for Australia. 
| He’ll be meeting his in-laws there 
| 
| 


for the first time and the proced- | 


when 
in Boston 


be reversed 
his home 


will 
to 


ure 
| get some 
| four months later. 

| Bernard Delfont's new “Folies” 
show at the Prince of Wales thea- 
tre, which 
and Winifred Attwell, will be titled 
|*‘Pardon My French,” title he bor- 
|rowed from Sidney Burns’s tour- 
|ing revue. Same title was used 
| by Olsen & Johnson some years 
| ago. 

Group Three's next epic for J 
Arthur Rank is titled “The Nor- 
folk Story,” and is based on ac 
tivities of RAF Jett planes. Story, 
an original, is by Don Sharp, and 
goes into production mid-August 
Will be produced at Beaconsfield 
|studios Sy Herbert Mason, and 
|stars John McCullum & Googie 
Withers, husband & wife. 


Miami 
By Lary Solloway 
Lillian Roth returns to 
Club July 13. 
Clubs and hotel cafes had 
weekend over the 4th. 
Bob MacFadden into 
Raye’s Five O'Clock Club. 
Nicholas Bros. start at Sans 
| Seuci Blue Sails Room on Friday 
(10). 
“Anne of the Thousand Days” at 


Clover 


sock 


Martha 


Casablanca Playhouse for two 
weeks. 
Kitty Kallen at Saxony = and 


Eileen Barton at Nautilus drawing 
| heavy biz. ’” 

Pete Petersen, bass-comic with 
Vagabonds, rejoined the act atter 
10-day absence due to illness. 


Phi 
iladelphia 

Big Bill Bilger celebrated his 
20th year in show biz this week at 
the Golden Sho-Bar. 

The Warwick Room is featuring 
a singing personality for the first 
time in Jimmy Burryll. 

Hattie Green, Apollo Theatre 
headliner, is the singing femme for 
the snow at New Town Tavern. 

Pepper Davis, Tony Reese and 
the Goofers will play the entire 
summer at Harry Roach’s Beach- 
comber in Wildwood, N.J. 

Virginia Davis, daughter of band- 
leader Meyer Davis, has left for 
Ireland, Europe, and the Near East 
on an extended folk song hunt. 

Cece Blake, former Vaughn 
Monroe chirper, in town this week 
to help exploit her recording of 
“Heartless,” which she also wrote. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 

Norman Brooks moves into Sky- 
Way Club on Friday (10). 

George Duffy's bandmen back at 
Hollenden’s Vogue Room for sum- 
mer, 

Hamish Menzies back at Theatri- 
cal Grill with Claire (Shanty 
Hogan. 


Johnny Singer orch returning to 








Hotel Cleveland’s Bronze Room 
July 20, replacing Pierson Thal 
outfit. 


Curtiss White. owner of White 
Recording Co., cracked up his own 
airplane but néither he nor his wife 
was injured. 

Nicky Drago, trumpeter formerly 

‘with Tune Toppers, formed own 


new Technicolor | 


Opens July 13, and | 


Peter- | 


they | 


stars Frankie Howerd | 


small combo and breaking it in at 
Mansfield’s Catalina Ciub. 

Kay and Jan Paderewski, who 
sold cafe here and moved to Flor- 
ida, back for one-month singing 
date at Alcazar’s Patio Club. 

Valerie Vitale, harpist formerly 
with Horace Heidt and Orrin 
Tucker crews plus several sym- 
phony orchs, teamed up with vio- 
linist Edward Matey at Wade Park 
Manor’s Lincoln Room. 





Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 


Linda White at the Copacabana | 


nitery. 

Francisco Bosch Co, at the Pol- 
iorama with the play, “Los Gavi- 
lanes.” 

‘Magic Cocktail” show of magico 
Richiardi now at the 
Theatre. 

*‘Man in Dark,” (Col), second 3-D 
pix shown in Spain, playing key 
first-runs. 

Casablanca-Mexico nitery has 
| The Rhythm Angels, being combo’s 
| first visit to Spain. 

Carmen Sevilla, dancer and pic 
star, planed in from Mexico where 
she has been appearing. 

Legit author Juan Ignacio Luca 
de Tena sponsoring his own play 
| “Don Jose, Pepe y Penpito.” 

French Colony tossing garden 
party at the El Cortijo to present 
French warbler Renee Le Bas. 

Spanish Ballet directed by Juan- 
ita Reina, dancer, at the Calderon 
| with “Port of My Loves” show. 
| The Apolo’s new musical show, 
“Three Sighs At 
|stars Bella Dorita and features 
Ricardo Mayral, Jose Sazatornil, 
Josefina Puigsech and Pilar Rey. 

Comedia Theatre has “The Im- 
portance of Being Earnest,” with 
Guillermo Marin, Nani Fernandez 
and Gabriel Llopart in the leads. 
| Cayetano Luca de Tena is di- 
| recting. 


Six O'Clock,” 


Havana 


| 
| By Jay Mallin 

Chiquita & Johnson on Radio- 
| centro Theatre stage. 

CMQ reportedly dickering with 
| Nelson Eddy for appearances here. 

“House of Wax” broke attend- 
ance records on Radiocentro cir- 
| cuit 

Ernest Hemingway reported to 
Africa to gather material for new 
book. 

Shrine Club of Cuba held “Mid- 
summer Shindig” at Montmartre 
nitery 
{ Montmartre manager Mario Gar- 
cia vacationing in Puerto Rico and 
| Miami. 

Latest national census showed 
that 81°° of the people in Havana 
have radios; 18.28°> TV sets. For 
Cuba as a whole, 53.67° have ra- 
dios; 4.54%, TV. 


Omaha 


| By Glenn Trump 
| Sidney. Neb., Lions Club will 
sponsor Dailey Bros. Circus there 
Aug. il. 

J.C. Michaels signed to stage his 
revue of vaude acts at American 
Legion event in Cambridge, Neb., 
Aug. 7-9. 

Don Shaw orch of Sioux Falls 
played for Nebraska’s Beauty 
Pageant in Fremont last week. Acts 
included comic Herbie Davis. 

Aut Swenson Thrillcade, featur- 
| ing Vvonne LaCosta, staged its auto 
‘show at York, Neb., Thursday (2), 

Red Oak, la., Friday, and week- 
ended at Playland Park in Council 
' Bluffs, 


Honolulu 


By Walt Christie 
Sally Rand opens at 49th State 
Fair under sponsorship of Ed Sar- 
tain, who will get $1.25 per seat. 
Krazy Kats instrumental trio, 
| with Dorothy Baker as singer, re- 
| opened redecorated room at Pearl 


| 
| 


City Tavern. 
| Brown Derby is billing Blinky | 
Allen Quartet, with Smoky Lynn 


and Anna Marie Woodridge as vo- 
calists, as “only all-sepia band in 
| town.” 

| Dick Haymes cancelled military 
| base concerts, confining stay to 
| four-night stand Audi- 


in Civic 


| torium under Al and Joe Karasick) . “lead 
| nighter at Mission Beach Ballroom. 


| sponsorship. 
| 


Memphis 


By Matty Brescia 


Barcelona | 


Hollywood 


Keenan Wynns divorced. 

Edgar Bergen returned from his 
ae ee. 

iam Goetz out of hospi 

after a checkup. _— 

Lou Smith sponse his own pub- 
lic relations office. 

Red Skelton hospitalized for a 
checkup in Palo Alto. 

Ann Sheridan to Mexico to take 
up permanent residence. 

Henry Koster heading for a two. 
month Caribbean vacation. 

Clifton Webb vacationing 
Hope Williams’ Arizona ranch 

Mickey Rooney to Chicago a 


on 





1 


| Boston for personal appearance: 

Bruce Bennett signed a man- 
|agerial deal with Lester Salk 
Agency. 

Basil Rathbone in town to re. 
sume film work after a five-vea 
absence 

Edward Arnold drew a special 


| award for his work in behalf of the 
| City of Hope. 


| Milton R. Rackmil and Nate 
| Blumberg in from N. Y. for U-I 
studio huddles. 


Jerry Fairbanks going to Bavaria 
to shoot a color film for a Mil- 
waukee brewer. 

Angna Enters reiurned 
Santa Monica home after 
| gagement in Bermuda. 
| Alex Evelove, former publicity 
| chief at Warners, opened his own 
flackery in Beverly Hills. 
| Paul T. Nakaoka, head of Inter- 
|national Films of Japan, returned 
jto Tokyo after studying Hollywood 
| production technique. 


her 
en- 


to 
an 


Berlin 


By Hans Hoehn 

Rudolf Bing, Met Op 
here for one-week stay. 

Ulla Jacobsson will play female 
lead in Berolina’s ‘‘A Train Doesn't 
Arrive.” 

Ballet of Royal Opera Stock- 
holm will appear here at Cultural 
Festival, which preems August 30. 

While’ here, Gary Cooper visited 
several American installations, in- 
cluding Truman Hall and U. S. 
Army Hospital. 

Pola Negri, 


topper, 


silent pix star, re- 
portedly will play part in a film 
about Hotel Adlon, Berlin’s most 
famous hotel before World War II. 


Metro and NWDR-TV made a 
contract by which NWDR is en- 
titled to telecast bits from M-G 
musicals not exceeding five min- 
utes. 

More than 500 guests who at- 


tended reception given by the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America dur- 
ing film festival here were greeted 
by Mr. and Mrs. Marc Spiegel, 
MPAA rep for Germany, Eric 
Johnston, George Weltner. 


Dallas 


By Bill Barker 

Betty Reilly topper at Baker Ho- 
tel’s Mural Room. 

Jess Barker in from the 
to 0.0. Texas oil deals. 

Rosemary Clooney in for four- 
day Columbia wax plug sessions. 

Greer Garson, legal resident 
here, bought stock in Lee Segall’s 
KIXL airer. 

The Robert J. O’Donnells rented 
a Coast home for a _ two-monilt 
summer Stay. 

Jose Ferrer and Lisa Kirk 
Starring in “Kiss Me, Kate” 
State Fair Musicals. 

Interstate circuit has booked 
“The Moon Is Blue” for July 20 
opening’ at the Majestic, Houston 

Claude Ezell, founder of inter- 
national ozoners’ org, in Memphis 
to organize Tri-State Drive-In The- 
atre Owners’ Assn 

Evangelist Billy Graham filled 
Cotton Bowl (75,500 capacity) for 
record religioso draw on last nigat 
of four-week revival there. 

Guy Madison, Helen Westcott, 
Vera Miles, Ron Hagerthy and 
James Brown in for five-city Tex's 
personals with their pic, “Tue 
Charge At Feather River.” 


Coast 


co- 
at 











Sen Diego 


By Donald Freeman 





| Forrest 


Buddy Morrow drew okay in one- 


| “Iee Fantasies of 1953,”  pro- 
|duced by Max Turner, opened rua 
jin Glacier Garden. 
Tucker, 


cowboy thesp, 


Buddy Deane, former Memphis| interviewed by Edwin Martin on 


platter-turner, 
more’s WITH. 
Hal Benson, skipper of WHER. 
Mississippi's most powerful AM 
outlet, here on tour of agencies. 
Charlie De Vois, manager of 
WCBR, Memphis’ newest AM _ in- 
die, skippering two-hours daily of 
classics. 
_ Early Maxwell Associates have 
inked a deal to flack the annual 


now with 


| 24. Ben Bluestein, vet 


‘test during Fair. 


Balti- | 
jon KSDO. 


latter's “Songs of a City” airer 


John Ireland paid weekend rest 


‘visit to Bill Kellogg’s La Jolla 
Beach and Tennis Club. Ditto 
Chariie Farrell, “mayor” of Palm 


Springs. 
Don Howard, KSDO disk jockey- 
Showman, celebrated birthday wit't 


| Show at San Diego County Fair 1" 
_ Mid-South Fair here opening Sept. | mon t 
vaude | Margaret Whiting, Ike Carpenter, 


trouper, will produce a talent con-. 


Del Mar. Among cake-eaters were 


Champ Butler, Lawrence Welk, 


Elliott Brothers, Gale Storm. 
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OBITUARIES 


TITTA RUFFO 
Titta 


I Ruffo, ne Ruffo Capero 
tta. 76, opera baritone, died July 


the 
Opera Co., reportedly re- 
$2.500 per performance 

‘ > that engagement. He also 
ired with the opera company 

the 1913-14 season and 
Italy, his 
World War I he returned 


G I 


( - 


é 
f 


and volunteered for military | 


serving throughout the war 

aviation mechanic in the 
Iti 1 air force. 

He returned to the U. S. 

ar and resumed with 

( ago Opera Co. In 1922 


after 


he 


oined the Metronolitan Opera 
| e Co., remaining there until 
1929. His debut at the Met was 
in The Barber of Seville.” In 1929 
he retired from opera, announcing 
he had contracts totalling $350,000 
to appear in films. His last public 
appearance in this country was in 
1932 when he performed at the 


opening of Radio City Music Hall, 
N. } 

Born in Pisa, Italy, Ruffo made 
his opera debut in a small role in 
“Lohengrin” at the Teatro Con- 


sianz!i 


Rome, in 1898. He also sang 









London 


and 
fore coming to the U. S. 


Vienna, Paris 


IRVING REIS 
Reis, 47, screen director 
at the Motion Pic- 

e Country Hospital on the 
Coast after a three-week illness. 
He had undergone a cancer opera- 
tion at the Mayo Clinic six months 
zo and was thought to be on the 

to discovery until he suffered 
reiapse, 

Reis, a native New Yorker, 
founded CBS’ Columbia Workshop 
nd won several awards as its di- 
rector from 1934 to 1937. He 
moved to California after writing 
a radio drama titled “St. Louis 
slues,” which was later turned 
into a film script, “Five Shades 


Irving 
cied July 3 


of Blue,” which Stanley Kramer 
Will produce. 

After serving with George, 
Stevens’ Army film unit during 


World War II, Reis joined RKO 


where he directed “Hitler's Chil- 
cren” and “The Bachelor and the 
Bobby Soxer.” Other directorial 
chores were Sam  Goldwyn’s 


IN MEMORY OF OUR LOVELY ONE 
CHARLOTTE LEARN GARRITY 
Who Passed Away July 6, 1947 
John J. Garrity, Sr., husbond 
John J. Garrity, Jr., son 
Patricia Garrity Givaudan, daughter 





_Stackup,” “All My Sons” and 
, Roseanna McCoy”; UA’s “New 
“exico” and Stanley Kramer's 
rhe Four Poster.” He was ready- 
ing “The Library” for Kramer 
“cn death came. 

lie 
‘NS. a daughter, a brother, a sister 
end his mother. 


&\ 


ROBERT W. LEICESTER 
me ert W. Leicester, 63, 
Cuctys ete, artist in the film in- 
,/'Y, died of uremic poisoning 
. 1 in Hollywood. 
S death he was business man- 
Pi a IATSE Scenic Artists, Lo- 


f 


; —ficester began his career with 
in Chicago in 1908 and a 


Ve 


‘ater moved to the Seelig 
Subsequently he func- 
pss “ith the Metropolitan | 


_ "the Boston and San Fran- 


J pe ra companies, the Holly- | 
Bow! and the Greek Theatre. 
‘2 to Hollywood in 1928, he | 


+... “'t director for Paramount 
*s for two years and later 
gaged by numerous? other 


oc 


_. “ving are’ his wife, brother, 
( Caughter and two sons, one 
bon William, is a screen and 





bigee a heart attack in Florence, 
[ta One of the most popular and 
highest paid opera stars in the 
U.S.. Ruffo made his debut in this 

ntrv in Philadelphia in 1912+ 


Chicago - Philadelphia | 


native country, | 


the | 


IN LOVING MEMORY 
Of My Dear Husband 


HANS BARTSCH 


who passed away July 10th, 1952 
Always in my thoughts 
Wife, IRENE PALASTY BARTSCH 










is survived by his wife, two! 


pio- | 


At the time | 


DORA CRISP 
Dora Crisp, 61, 
/and musicomedy performer, died 
| July 3 at her home in Forest Hills, 
|L. I. She had toured the vaude 
circuits with her sister Winnie and 
her late brother Jack in an act 
tagged the Crisps. Following her 
brother’s death in 1919, she and 
her sister continued performing as 
|the Crisp Sisters. The Crisps 
made their bow in England in 
1910 and debuted in the U. S. in 
1914. She and her sister also ap- 
peared in an act with Gladys Clark 
and Henry Berkman. 

Miss Crisp began her career in 
London at an early age, appear- 
ing i pantomime with Laddie 
Cliss, among others. During her 
career she toured England and the 
U. S. She and her sister had also 
appeared as specialty 
in various revues They retired in 
1934 

Hei 


sister, 


n 
ii 


mother survives besides he 


VSEVOLOD PUDOVKIN 


_ Vsevolod Pudovkin, 60, Russian 
film director and actor, died re- 
centliv in Russia. Pudovkin was 


best known for his directorial work 
in the late ‘20s and early "30s. Dur- 
ing that period he was rated with 


Se rgi Eisenstein as one of the 
major influences in the develop- 
ment of film techniques. His out- 







i; put included such films as “The 
End of St. Petersburg,’ “Storm 
Over Asia” and “The Mother.” 


One of his last films was “Admiral 


Nakhimov,” shown at the Stanley 
Theatre, N. Y., in 1948. This pic 
however, was not classed’ with 
earlier works. One film in which 


he appeared as an actor was ‘“‘Liv- 
ing Corpse.” 

Pudovkin had_ also 
“Film Technique” and “Film Act 
ing,” both of which were trans- 
lated into English, 


IVAN A. ORLIK 

Ivan A. Orlik, 55, Russian dancer 
who retired several years ago. 
died July 4 in Alexandria, Va. At 
one time he _ headed his 
| dance troupe in Russia. He came 
‘to the U. S. in 1931 with “‘The Blue- 
| bird Revue,” a Russian company 


| Many. 

| Orlik, known as “Vanya,” toured 
ithe U. S. 
| leading dancer with the Don Cos- 





|eritic for European newspapers. | 


former vaude | 


performers | 


authored 


| at 


} 


own | 


which had been gathered in Ger- | 


for nearly a decade as | 


| sack Chorus. In Washington, he pro- | 


, duced shows and performed at the 
|old Troika Restaurant. He also 
| appeared in several German films 
jand in one made in Hollywood 
| about the life of a cossack. During 
the war, he spent six months in 
| Europe with a USO troupe. 
| His wife survives, 


ETHEL BORDEN 
Ethel Harriman Russell, 





Mrs. 


i RKO's 
| and of Herman C 
| with 


| 


| playwright, who wrote under the | 


| name of Ethel Borden, died July 4 


(in N. Y. She was co-author of | 
“Anne of England,’ produced on 


Broadway in 1941, and was trans- 
|lator of the 1942 presentation of 
| ‘Hedda Gabler.” In the early ’3Us 
she appeared in several legit pro- 
auctions and between 


Her scenarios included “The Wom- 


'an I Love” and “Escapade.” She 
had recently completed a pla) 
adaptation of a short story by 


Pamela Frankau. 
Her mother, a son and a daug)i- 
ter survive. 


VIRGIL CAMPBELL 
Virgil Campbell, 84, one of the 
founders of the former Campbell 
Bros. Circus 
burv, Neb. 
He and his four brothers organ- 
ized the show in 1894 and saw 


road outfits in the country until it 
went to the barns in 1912, 


MRS. EDWIN A. DENHAM 
Mrs. Elsa Brandes Denham, 79, 
former concert singer and artist 





' 


1934-37 | 
wrote scripts for RKO and Metro. 


died June 30 in Fair- | 


it | 
grow into one of the biggest rail- | 


| Pittsburgh 


'died July 2 at her home in Plain- | 


field. N. J. Born in Weisbaden. 


Germany, she was the daughter of | 


‘Otto Brandes, an art and music 


She had also been active with her 
husband, Edwin A. Denham, in 
publishing the Long 
pendent 
years. 

Surviving besides her husband 
are a daughter, two sons and four 
sisters, 


in Long Beach for 12 


RAUL FERRAO 
Raul Ferrao, 65, Portuguese 
composer whose tune “April in 


Portugal,” is currently a top sellet 
in the U. S., died recently of a 
heart attack in Lisbon He had 
undergone a surgical operation re- 
cently in London. A composer of 
numerous operettas and songs for 
the past 30 vears, he had also been 


an army officer and a veepee of 
the music section of the Portu- 
guese Authors and Composers 
Society. 

Wife and five sons, one of whom 
is Portuguese actor Rui Ferrao 
survive 

CATHERINE H. BROWN 

Mrs. Catherine Haves Brown, 76 
mother of actress Helen Hayes, 
died June 30 in N. Y. while dining 


with friends at the Hotel Croyden 

In 1940 Mrs. Brown published 
a biography of her daughter, 
“Letters to Marv.” The book was 
written in the form of a message 
to Mary MacArthur, Miss Hayes 
daughter, who died in 1949 

Miss Haves, wife of playwright 
Charies MacArthur, was notified 
of her mother’s death at her home 
in Nvack., There are no other 


Survivors 


MRS. BESSIE RICKER 

Mrs. Bessie Ricker, 81, interpre- 
ter of children’s stories in prose 
verse, dialect and music, died June 
30 in St. Louis. She plaved the 
old Orpheum Circuit interpreting 
the writings of James Whitcomb 
Riley, Booth Tarkington and Fu- 
gene Fields, and during World War 
1 entertained soldiers behind the 
lines in France 

Mrs. Ricker also appeared at the 
Music Festival at Chautauqua, 
N. Y., on four occasions 


JOHN C. BUCHANAN 


John C. Buchanan, 49, a pioneer 
of radio and TV in Mexico, died of 
a heart attack in his Mexico City 
home recentiv. For 26 vears he had 
been technical director of XEB, 
Mexico City, which observed a 
minute of silence and broadcast a 
symphonic rendition ot Men- 
delssohn’s “Funeral March” on the 
day of the funeral 

A brother, Waite ub-secret 
of Communications and Pubir 


Works, survives 
IRA SEIDEL 

Ira Seidel, 63, pionee: 
troller, died in his sleep 
his Hollywood home. He _ had 
been ill six months. In his long 
career he functioned as comptrol- 


film comp- 
July 3 


ler for Tiffany, Grand National 
Eagle Lion, General Service and 
Motion Picture Center. His last 


association was with Gross-Krasne 
Survived by his wife, a son and 
a daughter. 


PAUL GORDAN 
Gordan, 62, trick 


Paul 


cyclist, 


Island Inde-| 


| ant 


died June 28 in Los Angeles after | 


a year's illness. As a vaudeville 
trouper he performed throughout 
Europe and the U.S. 

During World War II he toured 
with USO troupes and until his 
last illness entertained veterans at 
service hospitals. 





Mother, 87, of Leon Bamberger 
sales promotion manager 
Bamberver, exec 
the Phil Smith Theatre Cir- 
cuit, St. Louis, died June 30 in 
New Rochelle, N.Y. Two brothers 
and two sisters also survive. 


Caven Watson, 49, Scot film and 
stage actor and a former mem- 
ber of Scottish National Players, 


died in Northolt, England, re- 
cently. He played the Scot pro- 
fessor in the film, “The Net.” 


Fred Mortimer, 73. British band- 
master, died in Cheshire, England, 
June 20. He began as cornet player 
at 16 and had won many champion- 
ship awards. 

Widow, 73. of 
pionee! Pittsburgh 
mother of William Weiss, who 
owns two theatres in McKeesport 
Pa., died in McKeesport, June 25 





Weiss 
exhib, and 


Joseph 


Bess Mains, 60. cashier a 
Terrace. Pittsburgh nitery, since 
room opened 10 years ago, died 
June 28 at McKeesport Hospital. 

Father of Bob Poland, 
with several name bands, includ- 
ing Benny Goodman and Harry 
James. died in Pittsburgh, June 30 
70, of Neill, 

bandleader, in 
that city June 28. 

Lucrettia De Cesare, 78 
mandolin player, 


t Vogue 


saxman 


Everett 


Father, 
died 


Mrs. 
former concert 


‘ Mademoiselle,” 


died July 1 in Elizabeth, N.J. She! One, entitled ““Mademoiselle Likes 


had appeared at Carnegie Hall, 
i 2 


Mother. 77, of Irving Frankel, 
veteran Pittsburgh film salesman, 
died in that city June 29. 

Francis J. Baroody, 33. 
nouncer at WMUR, Manchester, 
N.H,. died in a hospital in that city 
July 3. 


Walter Scott, 54. assistant enter- 
tainment manager Scarborough, 
English holiday town, died in Scar- 


borough, : 


ot 
June 25 
B. Kaye, 


exhib 
June 


60 
in 


Yorkshire 


Blackpool, 


James 
inem 
ngland 


died 
9r 


4 
E 27 

Mother, 
Derby pro 
lio yw od 


87 
prieto 


Bi 


” 
«0 


Bob Cobb 
ed July 


ot own 


a in 


Scot 
was 


97 
«J 


Rae, 
vaude§ artist, 
in Korea June 


Son, 32, of Johnn 
comedian and 
killed in action 


\ 


Frank Marsden, 80, cinema man- 
ager since 1914, died in Leeds 
England, recently 
Sconce, 67, theatre 
died in Peterborough, 
20 


Herbert 
scenic artist 
England, June 

B. F. 
Sterling 


} ; 
uicd 


Pippitt, 78 
Theatre, 


+} 
trie’ 


operator of the 
Blue Hill, Neb 
June 22 Wife, son, 
stepson and four brothers survive 


Mother, 81, of Freeman Lusk 
KLAC-TV forum producer, died 
July 1 in Los Angeles 


Edward A. Voight, 72, makeup 
artist with Warners for 14 
died June 28 in Hollywood, 


years 


Melba 
tres died 


screen 
Hollywood 


Lipson, 52 ac- 


July 1 in 


MARRIAGES 


Lois Green to Peter Stephenson 
Bridgeport, Conn., June 27. Bride 
a former TV. account exec 
Dan B. Miner in Aneles: 
groom is an announcer with WPTR, 
Albans 

Deltra Eamon to 
Regina, Sask., July 5 
dian concert singer 
producer 

Patricia 
Y., ouly Z 
actre he’s a 

Virginia R 
Raymond M 
N.H., recentls 
of Louis de 
picture produce: 
Dunn has played clergyman 
roles several de Rochemont 
films, assisted the officiating rector 

Veronica Dunne to Peter Me 
Carthy, Dublin, July 1 Bride is 
radio and opera soprano 

Evelyn Hawkes to Dante Lannie 
Edinburgh, Scotland June 29 
She's secretary in Hollywood to 
Jane Russell; bandleader. 

Helen Hillary to Jack 
Chicago, June 27. Groom is assist- 
TV film editor at WGN-TV. 

Pat Becket to Michael Cooper, 
St. Helens, England, June 19. She's 
leading actress of stock company; 
he’s a producer 

Sheena Lawrie to Dan Adamson, 


Is 


Los 


Ben Kamslet 
She's Cana 
he’s stare 
Neal to Raoul Pahl, IN 
Bride is legit and film 
sritish writer 
de Rochemont to 
McReel, Portsmouth 
Bride js daughter 
Rochement motion 
tev. Robert H 


s ‘ 


who 


in 


Ss 


big’ 
rif 


Glasgow, June 27. He's tilm sub 
editor of Scottish Sunday Mail. 

June Valli to Howard Miller 
Chicago, July 4. Bride is a singer 
vroom is a Chi disk jockey 

Lee Granyer to Jerry Land 
Cumberland, Md., June 25. Groom’s 
on the staff of WCAE in Pitts- 
burgh. 

Gai] Bonney to Joseph Solomon 
Las Vegas. June 28 Bride is a 
radio and TV actress 


Alma Cella to Lloyd Yoder, June 
30, San Francisco. Bride singer: 
groom is general manager of 
KNBC there. 


is 


Lina Romay to Jay Gould, Ill 
Los Angeles, June 30. Bride is a 
screen actress 


Gladys Spero to Marion Gering, 
Rome, July 5. He's a film produce: 
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lavish sets 
latter awkwardly 

against which the 
mphs parade bare io 
slimmest of G-strings; and ex- 
tensive ballets unimaginativels 
choreographed and danced by tyros 
Also incongruously included in 
each month's bill is a child artist 
this month’s is a warped falsetto 
singer of Hawaiian melodies. Pre- 
vious bills have presented tiny tap 
dancers, boogie-woogie pianists 
and singers of traditional Japanese 


third of the audience: 
and costumes 
fitted usually) 
Music Hall Ny 


the 


thie 


| folk songs. 


Cleo & Dictators 


To hew to the ‘round the world 
theme of the show, skits are of- 
fered which are entitled “Mad- 
emoiselle in Hawaii,” “Spanish 


and 


an- | 


Hero,” brings together Napoleon, 
Stalin, Hutier, Mussolini, Jose- 
phine and Cleopatra for a sugges- 
tive bit, in which Cleopatra assays 
the amorous capabilities of the 
four men. 

The ballets, reflective of the bal- 
let craze currentiy sweeping Japan, 
are the most lavishly produced 
parts of the bill. Sets, staging and 
lighting show the effect of proaucer 


Keikichi Okada’s recent trip to 
Paris and are the best part of the 
show However, the content of 
the ballets is always trite, usually 
inconclusiveiys presented ibis 
month's bill has three ballets. One 
is stolen directly from Pagliacel, 
another has a Stage Door Johnny 
theme, danced to “Rhapsody in 
Blue,” and the final is a queer me- 
lange of mambo rhythms against a 
set reminiscent of Okahoma!” 


and a story which seems to involve 


the pursuit of a virtuous woman 
by the harpies of desire. 

The heuse band, although the 
besi on the burley circuit, is the 
worst part of the show, rely- 
ing principally on Latin rhythms 
throughout despite their applica- 
bility to what is going on onstage. 
The Music Hall Nymphs and the 


M.H. Picture Girls are clearly the 


drawing card for the fans, l Se 
and Japanese. They, too, are the 
tops in the strip world of Tokyo 
However, except for two of the 
headliners, none of them could 
make the backmost reaches of a 
Minsky line, Japanese women are 
cursed with short legs, long tersos 
and small heads which are out of 
proportion to the rest of their 
bodies And those who have 


'charms similar to those offered by 


for | 


Cannon, | 


Jane Russell or Dagmar unfortu- 
nately have an equal amount of 
avoirdupois everywhere 
Bumps, Grind Hotel 

“Wake Up Your Animal In- 
stincts!"” at the other end of the 
Tokyo burley menu, presents two 
obvious vicarious experiences di- 
vided, for some unknown reason, 


by a period in which a guitar quar- 


tet and a thrush offer a perfectly 
clean pregram, exactly the same 
as they dc in a nitery later in the 
day. 

First part is entitled “Grind Ho- 
tel,” starring a pudgy, well-en- 
dowed stripper named “Gypsy 
Rose.” Her dancing is completely 
abandoned, and, unlike the other 
Tokyo cxetic dancers who gyrate 
with frozen face: Giyp” really 
seems to enjoy her work 

BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Greenberg, 
son, Hollvwwood, July 3 Father is 
a film editor; child is the grand- 
son of Frank Mitehell, vaude 
troupe: 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Mar- 
tin, daughter, Pennside, Pa, June 
21. Father is general manager of 
Hawley Broadcasting Co., Reading, 

Mr. and Mrs. Abe Weinstein, 
twin sons, Dallas, June 29, Father 


is owner-operator of Colony Ciub 
nitery there 

Mr. and Mrs. Chet Campbell, 
daughter, Elgin, Ik, June 29. 
Father is public relations director 
at NBC, Chicago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jodie Copelan, son, 
Hollywood, June 26. Father is a 
film editor 

Mr and = Mr: Don Genson, 
daughter, Santa Monica, Cal., June 
30 Father is veepee of Leeds 
Music Co 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Frederick, 
son, New York, June 29 Mother 
is the former Irene Riley, Pitts- 
burgh Playhouse and Civic Light 
Opera Assn. singer; father is a 
floor director at ABC-TV. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Ardmore, 


daughter, Hollywood July 2. Moth- 
er is Jane Morris, fan mag writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Hawthorne, 
daughter. Hollywood, July 1. Fa- 
ther is with KNX and KNBH 


Mr. and Mrs. Jay Black, daugh- 
ter, Memphis, June 21. Father is 
program and sports director of 
WHHM there 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Lowene- 
tein, daughter, Hollywood, July 1. 
Father 1 executive secretary of 
the Society of Motion Picture Art 
Directors 

Nir and 4 Ii Jame . Sarno, 
daughter, Hollywood, June 25. Fa- 
ther is a flack at Paramount 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Brokaw, 
son, Hollywood, July 1 Father is 
with the William Morris Agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Grossman, 
son, Los Angeles, July 3. Father, 
manager of the Bay Theatre, Pa- 
cific Palisades, Cal., is the son o 
Edward Grossman, who operates 
the Bay and a string of other thea- 
tres in Illinois and California 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Hyder, son, 
June 17, Newport. R.I. Father is a 


“Highland.” }deejay with WRJM there. 











Senos LARIETY Wednesday, July 8, 1953 
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AFTER A SUCCESSFUL 
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Personal Managemeut 
CARLOS GASTEL 











77 “SUMMERTIME U.S.A.” 


CBS-TV NETWORK 


Tuesday and Thursday 


Latest Capital Record Release 


His Own Composition 


“STRANGER IN TOWN” 


Backed by 


“MADE YOU HAPPY WHEN 
YOU MADE ME CRY” 





























